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Understanding paragraph structure

ACTIVITY

Look at the text: Your first balloon flight.  This is a non-fiction text.

Just read the first few words of each paragraph.

In the box below, say how has the writer structured his writing? 

(When does he begin a new paragraph?)


PARAGRAPHING SKILLS 1

Your first balloon flight

This passage is an extract from the beginning of a handbook about ballooning. It is written for people who are new to ballooning.  Here the writer describes what a beginner’s first balloon flight will be like.

Everyone has a different reaction to his or her first balloon flight: a mixture of fear, appreciation of beauty, and wonder that the thing works at all. 

The basket seems so small for two people that it is surprising when the pilot explains that this one is actually for four. It contains a lot of technical looking gear – fuel tanks strapped in the corners and a burner unit which seems to be mostly coiled tubing. The balloon itself is inside a rather scruffy canvas bag.

Once it has been taken out of the bag, the balloon is attached to the basket and spread out on the grass. The fabric of the balloon appears as thin as a shirt.

Some cold air is blown into the balloon using a motor-driven fan or by flapping the balloon base. The pilot then takes his position behind the burner and gives a blast of flame, which is about two metres long and is an impressive fiery monster. At this point the question uppermost in the mind of the first-time passenger is how to escape without losing face, but it is too late for that.

As the heat enters the balloon there is a magical transformation. The flat lifeless mass of fabric begins to breathe, rise up and expand. Somehow the tangled technical contraption on the ground has transformed itself into a shape which seems so beautiful that it should not be called a ‘machine’. Looking up inside the balloon the regular and colourful space is like a vast piece of architecture – the inside of a giant cathedral dome. 

Slowly the balloon feels lighter and finally the basket slides a little over the ground and lifts off. There is no motion of any kind, only the impression that the earth is leaving the balloon.The balloon rises above the tree-tops and, after the first ascent, there is no feeling of height. All fear disappears and the main impression is the beauty and magic of the experience. There is no motion and no one has ever been travel sick in a balloon.

There is also no wind because the balloon is travelling with the wind, making the relative air movement zero. A ribbon hung from the basket of a balloon would hang straight down.

Extract (abridged) from Ballooning Handbook by Don Cameron,copyright @ Don Cameron 1980

PARAGRAPHING SKILLS 2

Writing a structured paragraph

ACTIVITY 1

Look at the sheet Rubbish, where a paragraph has been divided up into individual sentences. 

Identify which sentence is the topic sentence and then decide in what order to place the supporting sentences.

ACTIVITY 2

Below are some points about the possible dangers to children of using mobile phones.

· Mobile phones give off radiation.

· Children’s bone is much thinner than adults.

· The human skull provides natural protection from radiation, stopping it from reaching the brain.

· Radiation from mobile phones could damage children’s brains and nervous systems.

Decide what the main point is and write it as the topic sentence to begin your paragraph.  Put the other sentences in a logical order to support your main point.  To complete your paragraph you will need to add a short concluding sentence, beginning with Therefore.  You may add other connectives to make your sentences flow more easily.
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RUBBISH

For example, most rubbish in Bristol is taken by diesel train to a site in Buckinghamshire an hour and a half away.

Landfill sites in the UK are filling up quickly and we are running out of places to put our rubbish.

Just think of all that fuel being wasted!

Your waste could be taken hundreds of miles to a landfill site.

Most of our rubbish is taken to large holes in the ground called landfill sites.
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Ordering paragraphs

ACTIVITY 1

Cut out the four paragraphs on the sheet Vegetarianism.  Sort them into what you consider to be the best order. 

Helpful hint:  We usually begin with general information and then go into more detail, finally ending with some sort of decision or conclusion.

Linking paragraphs

ACTIVITY 2
Plan the outline of an information sheet about why education is important:

(a) Write the main topic sentence for the opening paragraph


(b) Write topic sentences for the next 3 paragraphs beginning with these links:
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VEGETARIANISM

An interest in food and health, concerns over animal welfare, and concerns about the environment, are three reasons some people give for choosing a vegetarian diet.

‘Vegetarianism’ isn’t just for those who have given up meat, poultry and fish altogether. Every day people in the UK buy meat free products or choose vegetarian option on a menu simply because they enjoy the taste. A vegetarian choice is one that anyone can make.

A vegetarian diet can provide all the nutrients and energy you need provided you get the right balance of foods. A healthy vegetarian diet contains plenty of fruit and vegetables, starchy foods like bread and pasta, dairy products and alternatives to meat such as pulses (peas, beans, lentils).

Almost 7 million people in the UK are now vegetarian, or have cut down to eating meat just once or twice a week. A vegetarian lifestyle is more popular than ever, with an estimated 5,000 people deciding to become vegetarian every week.
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