Latin 1B
Course Description and Expectations 

2007-2008
Magister Van Gameren
Middle School, Room 206
Morris Hall, Room 106
Class Rooms

Generally your Latin classes will take place in the Middle School, Room 206; however, sometimes, you’ll have Latin in the Science Building (Morris Hall), Room 106 (computer lab).
Materials
· Learn To Read Latin Part I (Yale UP)

· Learn to Read Latin Workbook Part I (Yale UP)
· A Visitor’s Guide to the Ancient World

· Three-ring binder with sections for: 1. Vocabulary, 2. Grammar, 3. Homework, 4. Quizzes & Tests, and 5. History & Culture.
· The Latin 1B class page
Goals

Your goal in this course is to master the fundamental building blocks of Latin. You will learn vocabulary and basic grammatical structures that will enable you to read, write, speak, and understand Latin. You will also learn about the cultural context of the Latin language, i.e., geography, history, daily life of the Roman Republic and Empire.

Class Page

You’ll use this Latin 1B class page daily, both in the classroom and on your own. On that page, you’ll find almost everything you need to do your homework or to study for your quizzes and tests:
· Weekly assignments posted in the calendar;
· Dozens of self-grading Latin practice quizzes and tests 
· Printable vocabulary lists for every lesson;
· Grammar review sheets for every topic;
· Hundreds of flashcards, matching games and other study tools;
· Your old graded online quizzes, complete with answers and scores;
· Your textbook online, with exercises and games;
· Links to other classical resources, such as virtual tours of Rome, maps, sites devoted to mythology, archeology, religion, history, Latin language, etc.
Grading
Your semester grade will be based on four criteria: class participation (20%), homework (20%), quizzes and tests (50%), and one or more special projects (10%).
Class Participation (20% of semester grade)
You should participate actively and enthusiastically in every class. That means that you need to ask questions, give answers, and make relevant comments. That also means that you should listen intently to what your classmates have to say, and be respectful of their contributions to the class. 

Homework (20% of semester grade)
· Expectations. You should do your homework every time. I expect you to do your best, but it doesn’t have to be flawless. The day indicated on the assignments is the DUE date!
· Homework Points. You will begin each semester with 100 homework points. If your homework for a particular day is incomplete or unsatisfactory, you will lose two points; if you didn’t do it at all, you will lose four points. You might receive extra points for exceptional work.
· Homework Distribution. Homework assignments are distributed in four ways: (1) announced in class, (2) handed out in the form of weekly homework assignment sheets, (3) posted on the Class Page calendar on your Latin 1B class page, and (4) posted in the Public Folders of the Middle School on the school website. For that reason, the excuse ‘I didn’t know what the homework was’ is never valid. If for any reason you were absent from class, it is your responsibility to get the missed information from a classmate as soon as possible. 
Quizzes and Tests (50% of semester grade)
· Quizzes. A quiz is a graded exercise of limited length and scope. Vocabulary quizzes will be very frequent (at least once a week). You should study vocabulary every day, for a few minutes. Use as many different formats as you can: read the words aloud, ask someone to practice with you, make flashcards, write out words and meanings, play vocabulary games or take practice quizzes posted on the Latin 1A class page, etc. Soon you will find out what works best for you. Reading comprehension and grammar quizzes will be frequent as well. You will find a large number of self-grading practice grammar quizzes on your class page.
· Tests. A test is a graded exercise of greater length and scope. It will always be announced at least a week prior to the test date. You will have only a few tests each semester. 
Special Projects (10% of semester grade)

Each semester, you will be assigned one or more special projects devoted to an aspect of Roman or Greek civilization. You and your teacher together will determine the exact topic. The due date will be announced far in advance. You will have to do much of the work outside of the classroom, using the library and the internet as your research tools. After your teacher has reviewed your project, you’ll present it to the entire class.
Other Classroom Rules
· Be prepared. Come to class with your textbook, workbook, completed homework, pen and pencil.

· Be on time. Get what you need from your locker before class. If you’re late, minimize disturbing the class by sitting down quickly and quietly, and speak to your teacher after class. 

· Be considerate. Be courteous to your classmates, be careful with their belongings, and don’t damage school property. No food or drinks are allowed inside the computer lab, ever!
Extra Help
· In-Person. Come to Room 206 in the Middle School for one-on-one help.

· Learn To Read Latin Part I (Yale UP)

· Learn to Read Latin Workbook Part I (Yale UP)
· A Visitor’s Guide to the Ancient World

· Email. Send your teacher an email with your question or problem, and you’ll get an answer quickly.
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