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The First World War

Section 4

Wilson Fights for Peace

Terms and Names

and founded in 1920

Georges Clemenceau French premier

for the war

the League of Nations

David Lloyd George British prime minister
Treaty of Versailles The 1919 treaty that ended World War |

reparations Payments made by defeated countries after a war

Fourteen Points Wilson’s plan for world peace following World War I

League of Nations An international peace-keeping organization proposed by Wilson

war-guilt clause Part of the Treaty of Versailles in which Germany took responsibility

Henry Cabot Lodge Conservative senator who wanted to keep the United States out of

Before You Read

In the last section, you learned how the war in Europe changed life at
home. In this section, you will read about the treaty that ended the war
and Wilson’s proposal for a League of Nations.

As You Read

Use a diagram to take notes on the provisions and weaknesses of the

Treaty of Versailles and the opposition to it.

WILSON PRESENTS HIS PLAN
(Pages 398-399)
What were Wilson’s peace plans?
President Wilson presented his plan for
world peace to Congress in January 1918.
The plan was called his Fourteen Points.
The first five points suggested ways that
wars could be avoided. They stated that
(1) countries should not make secret
treaties with one another, (2) freedom of
the seas should be maintained, (3) tariffs
should be lowered to promote free trade,
(4) countries should reduce their arms, and
(5) the interests of the colonial people
should be considered.

The next eight points suggested new
national boundaries. Wilson believed in
self-determination: different ethnic groups
should be able to decide for themselves
what nation they would belong to.

The fourteenth point called for a
League of Nations. This international
organization would address problems
between countries before they led to war.

Wilson met with leaders of France and
Great Britain, George Clemenceau and
David Lloyd George, to discuss the terms
of peace. These leaders had won the war,
and they wanted to punish Germany.
Wilson had to give up most of his
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Fourteen Points. The one he insisted on
was the League of Nations.

1. What did Wilson’s first five points
address?

DEBATING THE TREATY OF
VERSAILLES (Pages 400-402)
What did the treaty say?

On June 28, 1919, the leaders of the
Allies and the Central Powers met at the
Palace of Versailles in France. They were
to sign the Treaty of Versailles.

The treaty created new national
boundaries by (1) establishing nine new
nations, including Poland,
Czechoslovakia, and Yugoslavia; (2)
shifting the boundaries of other nations;
and (3) carving out parts of the Ottoman
Empire to create colonies in the Middle
East for Great Britain and France.

The treaty took away Germany’s army
and navy. It forced Germany to pay
reparations, or war damages, to the
winners. In addition, the treaty contained a
war-guilt clause. Germany had to admit
that it was responsible for causing the war.

The Treaty of Versailles had three basic
weaknesses. The first was its harsh
treatment of Germany. Germany was
humiliated. Germany was not the only
country that had also been militaristic, yet
Germany alone was punished. And,
Germany would not be able to pay the
huge reparations.

The second weakness was that the
Soviet Union (formerly Russia) lost more
territory than Germany did. Russia had
been one of the Allies, and had suffered
more casualties than any other country.
The Soviet Union was determined to get
its territories back.

The third weakness concerned colonies.
The treaty did not recognize the claims of
colonies for self-determination, in
Southeast Asia, for instance.

Wilson brought the treaty back to the
United States for approval. He found
several groups opposed it. Some thought
the treaty too harsh. Others thought it
favored the imperialists. Some ethnic
groups objected to the treaty because of
the way it treated their homelands.

The main opposition to the treaty was
over the League of Nations. The League
was the only one of Wilson’s Fourteen
Points that was included in the treaty.
Conservative senators, headed by Henry
Cabot Lodge, opposed joining the
League. They did not like the idea of
working with other countries to take
economic and military action against
aggression. They wanted the treaty to
include the constitutional right of
Congress to declare war.

Wilson refused to compromise on the
League. He would not accept amendments
proposed by Republican leaders. As a
result, the Senate failed to ratify the treaty.
The United States never entered the
League of Nations. It finally signed a
separate treaty with Germany in 1921,
when Wilson was no longer president.

2. Name the three weaknesses of the
treaty.

THE LEGACY OF THE WAR
(Page 403)

What was the legacy of the war?
The end of the war made Americans
yearn for what Warren G. Harding called
“normalcy.” But the war had transformed

the United States and the world. World
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War I had strengthened both U.S military
power and the power of government. It
accelerated change for African Americans
and women. However, the propaganda
campaign left a legacy of mistrust and fear.
In Europe, the war left a legacy of
massive destruction, loss of life, political
instability, and violence. Communists
ruled in Russia and soon after the war
fascist organizations seized power in Italy.
Americans hoped that the war had
convinced the world to never fight again.
But in Europe the war settled nothing. In

Germany, Adolf Hitler exploited
Germans’ discontent with the Treaty of
Versailles and threatened to fight again.
Hitler was true to his predictions; America
did have to fight again years later in a
second world war.

3. What were the long-term results of the
war?
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Section 4, continued

As you read about President Wilson’s plan for world peace, make notes to
answer questions related to the time line below

1918

1919

1920

1921

Wilson delivers
Fourteen Points
speech to
Congress.

Treaty of
Versailles is
signed.

Senate rejects
Treaty of
Versailles.

Senate again
rejects Treaty of
Versailles.

U.S. signs
separate treaty
with Germany.

%

What were Wilson’s points?
1.

2.

3.

15. What terms of the treaty specifically affected
Germany?

16. What were the weaknesses of the treaty?

17. Why did Henry Cabot Lodge object to the
treaty?

18. How did Wilson help bring about the
Senate’s rejection of the treaty?

19. What circumstances at this time would
eventually lead many Germans to support
Adolf Hitler?

Original content © Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. Additions and changes to the original content are the responsibility of the instructor.

170 Guided Reading Workbook




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 1
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.16667
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.16667
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.08250
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox false
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    36.00000
    36.00000
    36.00000
    36.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /ENU ()
  >>
  /ExportLayers /ExportVisiblePrintableLayers
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides true
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug true
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks true
      /AddPageInfo true
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        18
        18
        18
        18
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName (U.S. Web Coated \(SWOP\) v2)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /ClipComplexRegions false
        /ConvertStrokesToOutlines false
        /ConvertTextToOutlines false
        /GradientResolution 300
        /LineArtTextResolution 2400
        /PresetName (HMH_2400ppi)
        /PresetSelector /UseName
        /RasterVectorBalance 1
      >>
      /FormElements true
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 18
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /UseName
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [702.000 873.000]
>> setpagedevice


