Advanced Placement Environmental Science (APES)

Montgomery County High School

Glen Conyers/Room 253

2002-2003 School Year

I. Credit:

1

II. Grade Level:

11-12

III. Prerequisite:

Biology (at least a C) and Chemistry (at least a C)

IV. Description:
The AP Environmental Science course is designed to be the equivalent of a one semester, introductory college course in environmental science. The goal of this course is to provide students with the scientific principles, concepts, and methodologies required to understand the interrationships of the natural world, to identify and analyze environmental problems both natural and human-made, to evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems, and to examine alternative solutions for resolving and/or preventing them.



V. Standards: Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

A.
Design and conduct different kinds of scientific investigations for a wide variety of reasons
.

B. 
Use equipment, tools, techniques, technology, and mathematics to improve scientific investigations and communications.

C. Use evidence, logic, and scientific knowledge to develop and revise scientific explanations and models.

D. Communicate designs, procedures, and results of scientific investigations.

E. Review and analyze scientific investigations and explanations to others

F. Examine the interaction between science and technology.

G. Explore the impact of scientific knowledge and discoveries on personal, community, and global health.

H. Recognize how science influences human population growth.

I. Investigate how science can be used to solve environmental quality problems.

J. Use science to investigate natural hazards and human-induced hazards

K. Analyze the role science plays in everyday life and compare different careers in science.

VI. Textbook:

Miller, G. Tyler, Living in the Environment, 12th Ed., Wadsworth Publishing, 2002

VII. Other Resources:
In addition to the textbook, we will draw information from supplemental environmental science textbooks, lab manuals, periodicals, the popular scientific press, and the internet. Suggested reading lists will be passed out later in the semester.

VIII. Supplies
Lecture notes and handouts should be organized in a three-ring binder (1.5”)


Please purchase a composition notebook with gridlines to serve as a lab notebook/journal.

IX.  Grade
Each 4 ½ and 9 weeks grade will be calculated by percentage correct on the total points offered.  Grades will be based on homework, classwork, quizzes/tests, laboratory work, and projects/community service.

X. Homework
Class work and homework are due on the specified date. No late work will be accepted.

XI. Make-up
Missed tests, quizzes, and lab work must be made up before or after school. You have 2 days to make arrangements. No work can be made up if the absence is unexcused by the attendance office. 

XII. Attendance
Attendance, class participation, and grades are strongly correlated, especially in an AP course. The intensive nature and pace of the course make every instructional day crucial to your performance in the class and on the exam. Additionally, we will work in teams (or a team) frequently. Please discuss necessary absences with me in advance so we can give you the necessary work and your group can work around your absence. 

XIII. Website
You can always check on assignments, tests, and general information on my APES website at http://www.quia.com/pages/apesconyers.html
We have read and understood this course syllabus.
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