
Geologic Timeline Assignment 

 

You will make a geologic timeline showing when the eras and periods occurred. You will 
start with the formation of the Earth 4.5 billion years ago. Each period needs to have at least 
one drawing or picture to illustrate an event that occurred during that period. All mass 
extinctions should also be included. You can choose any five additional events to place on the 
timeline (be sure to illustrate it with a drawing or picture). You will choose your own scale; make 
sure you write it on the timeline so I know what you chose. Obviously, the timeline will probably 
take up several sheets of paper. 
 

List of periods/eras for timeline from oldest to most recent: 

 Precambrian time 

 Cambrian Period (543-510 million years ago) 

 Ordovician Period (510-438 mya) 

 Mass Extinction 

 Silurian Period (438-408 mya) 

 Devonian Period (408-360 mya) 

 Mass Extinction 

 Carboniferous Period (360-286 mya) 

 Permian Period (286-245 mya) 

 Mass Extinction 

 Triassic Period (245-208 mya) 

 Mass Extinction 

 Jurassic Period (208-144 mya) 

 Cretaceous Period (144-66 mya) 

 Mass Extinction 

 Paleogene Period (66-34 mya) 

 Neogene Period (24-0 mya) 

 Significant Mammalian Extinction 
 
Rubric for Grading 

 6 mass extinctions = 6 points 

 11 periods + Precambrian time + illustrations for each = 3 pts each = 36 points 

 5 selected events + illustrations = 5 points 

 Scale and key = 8 points 

 Creative, artistic, easy to follow, colored = 5 points 
 
Total points = 60 points 
 
Due ________________________________ 



 


