Homework Policy and Philosophy

“Practice make perfect.”  This old expression is reflected in the German saying: “Übung macht den Meister.” (Practice makes the master.)  Homework is an essential ingredient to a quality education.  It allows students to practice the skills they learned earlier in the day, so that when they return to school the next day, those skills are not lost.  Not many students willingly study the next chapter without being asked.  There are exceptions, but most students tend not to study unless assigned to do so. 

I tell my students almost daily when I assign the homework:  “This is your opportunity to revisit the lesson that we learned today.”  The assignment is usually one which can be easily accomplished in 15 minutes or less, but rarely more than 30 minutes.  I appreciate the fact that students have other classes and activities which require their time. 

Many of our kids spend two or three hours on the basketball court or the football field, or even more time in front of a computer game, because they want to get good at it, and there is a more immediate, more tangible reward to it for them.  But it is also work.  Work produces progress, and progress produces skill.  Fifty minutes of language practice in school produces skill.  Fifteen or more minutes of practice outside of school produces more skill.  

Should musicians practice their instrument?  Should dancers train and rehearse?  Should foreign language students drill themselves to learn new vocabulary and conjugations?  Selbstverständlich!  (It goes without saying!)

Nobody ever said learning the subjunctive mood or the passive voice was going to be fun.  The teacher should not feel guilty, though, if the occasional assignment students are asked to do is not immediately stimulating or exciting.  Homework is like piano practice.  I play the piano and accordion today because I did my homework lessons.  My music teachers sometimes gave me boring scales to learn.  They knew it would help me become more proficient, and they were right.  I got my reward.  I not only became more proficient at both piano and accordion, but I learned self-discipline as well.  Isn’t teaching self-discipline one of our responsibilities as educators and parents?   Homework is an essential ingredient to a quality education.
