Culture & Zeitgeist
New "Wir Sind Helden" album released
They have been called everything from the antidote to the casting show trend to the mother of Germany's newly awakened pop nation. Now the band "Wir Sind Helden" has released their second album, called "Von Hier An Blind" (Blind from Now On).
	 
	

	 
	"Wir Sind Helden," fronted by 28-year-old Judith Holofernes, has a highly-anticipated new album. dpa photo


"Wir Sind Helden" isn't just riding on the wave of German-language pop that has flooded radio stations in recent months — they created it. Fronted by 28-year-old Judith Holofernes, the band and its success have inspired record companies to give bands such as Juli, Silbermond, and Wunder a chance — and has opened the door to what is being hailed as the first real German pop wave since Nena sang "99 Red Balloons" two decades ago.
The band has arrived in a country that is growing tired of the packaged acts that come out of reality pop star casting shows such as Germany's version of "American Idol," called "Deutschland sucht den Superstar." The first single off their new album is fittingly titled "Gekommen um zu bleiben" (Came to Stay), setting itself apart from the one-hit wonders of German pop. 
"Wir Sind Helden's" rise to stardom is really not so extraordinarily different from the story of most successful bands. In 2002, they were selling their self-produced album at small concerts. Radio stations took notice and began including their first hit into their rotations. Soon thereafter, they made a music video, and before anyone could say "Guten Tag," they were invited to the popular Harald Schmidt late-night show. 
Their first album, "Die Reklamation," sold over 500,000 copies and won them three Echo Prizes, a German music industry award. Its songs criticized consumerism, breakneck careering and a lack of social consciousness, but with music so enlivened that most thought that the social commentary it contained was meant to be ironic.
Not so, says lead singer Judith Holofernes, who pens most of the lyrics. "Irony means distancing yourself, and I am very proud to say I don't do that," she says.
This new album, which most critics say is based more on the lead singer's feelings than on snappy, half-ironic lyrics, lives up to the promise set forth by "Die Reklamation." 
"I'm still dealing with subjects like independence and freedom, but just in a much more personal way," Holofernes said about the new album in a conversation with the German daily Die Welt. 
But only the next few months will tell if the band's catchy lyrics follow first-album favorites like "Müssen nur wollen" and "Ich will mein Leben zurück" into the vocabularies of music fans from Aachen to Zwickau.
Yet it already seems clear that the new album is the kind of unpolished product German music fans long for, and hundreds of other would-be German rockers can thank them for that. 
Listen to "Wir Sind Helden's" music at their official website: wirsindhelden.com.
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