Deutschland heute - Tatsachen

Germany After Reunification

We have many articles devoted to Germany's history, but here we want to provide a concise summary of information and facts about contemporary Germany, its people, and its recent history since reunification, when Germany's eastern and western halves were rejoined in 1990. First a short introduction: 

Geography and History
Today Germany is the European Union's most populous nation. But Germany as a unified nation is much newer than most of its European neighbors. Germany was created in 1871 under the leadership of chancellor Otto von Bismarck after Prussia (Preußen) had conquered most of German-speaking Europe. Prior to that, "Germany" had been a loose association of 39 German states known as the German League (der Deutsche Bund). [image: image1.png]



The German Empire (das Kaiserreich, das deutsche Reich) reached its zenith under Kaiser Wilhelm II just prior to the start of World War I (der Erste Weltkrieg) in 1914. After the "War to end all wars" Germany attempted to become a democratic republic, but the Weimar Republic proved to be only a short-lived prelude to the rise of Hitler and the dictatorial "Third Reich" of the Nazis. 

Following the Second World War, one man gets most of the credit for creating today's democratic Federal Republic of Germany. In 1949 Konrad Adenauer became the new Germany's first chancellor, the "George Washington" of West Germany. That same year also saw the birth of communist East Germany (die Deutsche Demokratische Republik) in the former Soviet Occupation Zone. For the next forty years, Germany's people and its history would be divided into an eastern and a western part. 

But it was not until August 1961 that a wall physically split the two Germanys. The Berlin Wall (die Mauer) and the barbed wire fence that lined the entire border between East and West Germany became a major symbol of the Cold War. By the time the Wall fell in November 1989, Germans had lived two separate national lives for four decades. 

Most Germans, including West German chancellor Helmut Kohl, underestimated the difficulties of reunifying people who had been divided and living under very different conditions for 40 years. Even today, more than a decade after the Wall's collapse, true unification is still a goal. But once the barrier of the Wall was gone, Germans had no real choice other than reunification (die Wiedervereinigung). 

So what does today's Germany look like? What about its people, its government, and its influences on the world today? Here are some facts and figures. 

Die BRD

The Federal Republic of Germany (die Bundesrepublik Deutschland) is Europe's dominant country, both in economic power and population. Located approximately in the center of Europe, Germany is about the size of the U.S. state of Montana. 

Population: 82,800,000 (2000 est.) 

Area: 137,803 sq. mi. (356,910 sq. km), slightly smaller than Montana 

Bordering Countries: (from n. clockwise) Denmark, Poland, Czech Republic, Austria, Switzerland, France, Luxembourg, Belgium, Netherlands 

Coastline: 1,385 mi (2,389 km) - the Baltic Sea (die Ostsee) in the northeast, the North Sea (die Nordsee) in the northwest 

Major Cities: Berlin (capital) 3,477,900, Hamburg 1,703,800, Munich (München) 1,251,100, Cologne (Köln) 963,300, Frankfurt 656,200 

Religions: Protestant (Evangelisch) 38%, Roman Catholic (Katholisch) 34%, Muslim 1.7%, Other or non-affiliated 26.3% 

Government: Federal republic with a parliamentary democracy. [image: image2.png]



Germany's constitution (das Grundgesetz, Basic Law) of May 23, 1949 became reunified Germany's constitution on October 3, 1990 (now a national holiday, Tag der Deutschen Einheit, German Unity Day). 

Legislature: There are two federal legislative bodies. The Bundestag is Germany's House of Representatives or lower house. Its members are elected to four-year terms in popular elections. The Bundesrat (Federal Council) is Germany's upper house. Its members are not elected but are the members of the 16 Länder governments or their representatives. By law the upper house must approve any law that affects the Länder. 

Heads of Government: The federal president (der Bundespräsident) is the titular head of state, but he/she has no real political power. He/she holds office for a five-year term and can be re-elected only once. The current federal president is Horst Köhler (since July 2004). 

The federal chancellor (der Bundeskanzler) is the German "premier" and political leader. He/she is elected by the Bundestag for a five-year term. The chancellor can also be removed by a no-confidence vote, but this is rare. The current federal chancellor is Gerhard Schröder. 

Courts: The Federal Constitutional Court (das Bundesverfassungsgericht) is the highest court of the land and the guardian of the Basic Law. There are lower federal and state courts. 

States/Länder: Germany has 16 federal states (Bundesländer) with governmental powers similar to those of U.S. states. West Germany had 11 Bundesländer; the five so-called "new states" (die neuen Länder) were reconstituted after reunification. (East Germany had 15 "districts" each named for its capital city.) 

Monetary Unit: The euro (der Euro) replaced the Deutsche Mark when Germany joined 11 other European countries that put the euro into circulation in January 2002. 

An English-German History Timeline

· ca. 5000 v. Chr.
Germanische Stämme - Primitive Germanic tribes move into the Rhine and Danube valleys. 

· ca. 2000-800 v. Chr.
Germanische Bronzezeit - A distinctive Germanic bronze culture. 

· 9 n.Chr.
Die Schlacht im Teutoburger Wald - The Battle of the Teutoburg Forest was a victory for the Germanic tribes over the Romans. The Roman General Quintilius Varus fell at the hands of Arminus (Hermann der Cherusker). The Rhine (der Rhein) becomes a border between the Romans and the Germanic tribes that lasts almost three centuries. Das Hermannsdenkmal (Monument to Arminius) steht jetzt in der Nähe von Detmold. 

· ca. 15 n. Chr.
Das römische Imperium erobert den größten Teil des heutigen Österreichs. The Roman Empire conquers most of what is today Austria. Durch Eingliederung in das Römische Reich entstehen die Provinzen Raetien, Noricum und Pannonien. Die Römer gründen zahlreiche Siedlungen, die man heute Wien (Vindobona), Bregenz (Brigantium) oder Salzburg (Iuvavum) nennt. The Romans found numerous settlements that are now called Vienna (Vindobona), Bregenz (Brigantium) or Salzburg (Iuvavum). 

· ca. 98 n. Chr.
Der römische Geschichtsschreiber Tacitus veröffentlicht sein Buch »De origine et situ Germanorum«. The Roman historian Publius Cornelius Tacitus (55-120) publishes his history of the Germanic people, commonly known by the shorter title Germania. It is thanks to Tacitus and his Latin term for die Deutschen that we now call them "Germans" in English. (It is from the Alemanni [die Alemannen], a Germanic tribe in the region now known as Swabia [Schwaben], that Spanish and French took their names for Germany: Alemania/l'Allemagne.) 

· ca. 350 n. Chr.
Wulfila (Ulfilas, ca. 311-383), a Visagoth bishop, translates the Bible (die Bibel) into the Gothic language (Gothisch). In the process he (1) invents a new Germanic script (die Ulfilas-Schrift) and (2) helps spread Christianity throughout the Germanic region. (See The Bible in German for more.) 

· 406-410 n. Chr.
Die Westgoten greifen das römische Territorium an. The Germanic Visogoths invade Roman territory. They sack Rome in 410 (Einnahme Roms). 

· 776 n. Chr.
Karl der Große (Charlemagne) is crowned king (König) of the Franks. By 778 his empire includes the territory that is today's Austria. 

· 800
25. Dezember - Karl der Große (Charlemagne) is crowned Holy Roman Emperor (Kaiser) by Pope Leo III in Rome. Some historians have designated this event and the resulting the "Carolingian renaissance" as the start of modern history. 

· 814
28. Januar - Karl der Große dies of pneumonia (stirbt an Lungenentzündung) in Aachen, his capital city. Die Gebeine Karls des Großen ruhen heute im Karlsschrein des Kaiserdoms (Baubeginn 805) in Aachen (Aix-la-Chapelle). Today his bones rest in the Imperial Cathedral (constr. started 805) in the Charlemagne Shrine in Aachen. 

· 888
The last of the former empire of Karl der Große is gone. Western Europe is broken up and the target of invaders. In response to the lack of protection from a strong central government, the feudal system (das Feudalsystem, der Feudalismus) emerges. 

· 936
Otto I. (Otto der Große, 912-973) is crowned King of Germany in Aachen, Charlemagne's former capital. 

· 955
10. August - Otto I defeats the Magyars (Hungarians) at the battle of Lechfeld (die Schlacht auf dem Lechfeld) in Bavaria. During his reign, he unifies the German territories. 

· 962
Das Heilige Römische Reich Deutscher Nation. Otto I is crowned emperor of the First Reich, created from the eastern part of Charlemagne's former empire. It will officially bear the name of Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation until 1806. (The Deutscher Nation part wasn't added until the 15th century.) 

· 996
1. November - First known use of the Latin term Ostarrichi in a parchment document conveying a gift of land to the bishopric of Freising. The Ostarrichi region would later be known as Österreich, or Austria. 

· 1056
Heinrich IV. (1050-1106) becomes the German king. Under his rule the German monarchy reaches the zenith of its power. But infighting and the ongoing struggle between the kings and the papacy (Investiture Struggle, Investiturstreit) under Heinrich and the members of the Salian dynasty (Salier) before and after him keeps Germany fragmented. Heinrich is also known for his humiliation at Canossa (Bußgang nach Canossa) in 1077 by Pope Gregory VII, in which he had to give in to the pope (der Papst) over the appointment of church officials. In return the pope lifts Heinrich's excommunication. 

· 1096-1099
Erster Kreuzzug - Jerusalem is captured in the First Crusade. The original purpose was for western Christianity to take back the Holy Land (das Heilige Land) from the "heathen" Muslims in the name of the pope. Over time the Crusades were distorted by greed, fanaticism and politics. The eighth and last was in 1270. 

· 1122
Wormser Konkordat - The Concordat of Worms ends the Investiture Struggle but also leaves the emperor (Heinrich V) weakened. 

· 1147-1149
Zweiter Kreuzzug - Konrad III. (1093-1152) takes part in the unsuccessful Second Crusade. It fails to take Damascus. 

· 1147-1149
Friedrich I. (Friedrich Barbarossa, 1152-1190)- The Hohenstaufen emperor brings new strength to the German realm, but after his death (by drowning while on the Third Crusade) the German Holy Roman Empire lapses into disunity. Barbarossa's grandson and successor Friedrich II (1194-1250) is a "brilliant failure" and too weak to preserve what his grandfather achieved. 

· 1189
Dritter Kreuzzug - The Third Crusade, the "Crusade of Kings" (Friedrich Barbarossa, Richard I and Philip Augustus). Barbarossa ertrinkt in einem Fluss in Kleinasien. Barbarossa drowns in a river in Asia Minor, Philip Augustus returns to France, leaving Richard the Lion-Hearted to finish things up. It all ends in a truce. 

· 1215
Friedrich II. (1194-1250) assumes the throne as emperor. 

	1202-1204


Vierter Kreuzzug - The Fourth Crusade, instigated by Pope Innonce III (Innozenz III.). 

	1214


Schlacht bei Bouvines - Otto IV is defeated in the Battle of Bouvines. Papacy becomes dominant. 

	1215-1250


Friedrich II. von Hohenstaufen - Unter ihm ist Deutschland nur Nebensache. Sein Hauptinteresse ist Italien (Sizilien). (Friedrich II neglects Germany in favor of Italy and Sicily.) 

	1228-1229


Fünfter Kreuzzug - The Fifth Crusade, instigated by Pope Gregory (Papst Gregor). 

	1250-1254


Konrad IV. - Der Sohn Friedrichs II. regiert nur vier Jahre. Am Ende unterliegt sein Kaisertum dem Papsttum. 

	1256-1273


Interregnum in Deutschland - A weakened German royal house controlled by seven Kurfürsten opens a period when the German cities thrive, some as "Free Imperial Cities" (frei Reichsstädte). 

	1278


Die Schlacht auf dem Marchfelde - Rudolf I. von Hapsburg besiegt König Ottokar von Böhmen. Dadurch kommen Österreich und Steiermark an das Haus Hapsburg. (Austria and Styria become part of the House of Hapsburg after Rudolf I defeats King Ottokar of Bohemia in the Battle on the Marchfield.) 

	1291


Ewiger Bund - The Swiss Confederation of the cantons of Uri, Schwyz and Unterwalden (the Wilhelm Tell legend). Considered the origin of modern Switzerland (die Schweiz). 

	1356


Goldene Bulle - The Golden Bull serves as the constitution of the Holy Roman Empire (das Reichsgrundgesetz) It gives the archbishops of Mainz, Trier, Cologne shared power in the election of German kings. 

