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Course Goals and Design

French Language and Culture is a course intended for students in their third or fourth year of French study.  The three modes of communication (Interpersonal, Interpretive and Presentational) as defined in the Standards for Foreign Language Learning in the 21st Century are the foundation to the French course.  Students who enroll in this course should already have a good command of the grammar and considerable competence in listening, reading, speaking and writing.  This class serves as a pre-AP course in most cases, with the goal of improving students’ chances of success on the AP French exam the following years. Many of the materials are the same as those used in 7-8 and AP, which are taught in the same classroom at the same time.  However, 5-6 and 7-8 students will not have to perform at the same level as the more advanced students in the class on the assignments and tests. Students are expected to continue on in French through AP whenever possible.
This class fulfills A-G requirements E and G (foreign language and elective). 

Students and parents are highly encouraged to check grades each week on Q. 
Learning a new language is a lot of fun, but it requires dedication!  I have high expectations for this class. I will hold students accountable for all school rules as well as for the following class expectations:

1. Be Respectful: Respect and be polite to the teacher and classmates; avoid negative comments

2. Be Honest: Do your own work.  The use of online translation is considered cheating.

3. Be Prepared: Be in your seat and ready to work when the bell rings. Tardiness is disruptive. Bring all required materials to class each day. Maintain an organized notebook.

4. Be a good participator: Do your best in group activities and individual class work.

5. Be attentive: Refrain from using electronic devices unless it is authorized for a class assignment.

Students who comply with these expectations will be eligible for extra credit.  Extra credit will not be counted for those who do not follow these expectations.  

Grades will be based on the percentage obtained by dividing the total number of points earned in the semester by the total number of points possible. All work needs to be turned in when it is due to receive full credit.  I am available after school until 3:30 or later each day for extra help or make-up work.  

Please feel free to contact me any time if you have questions or concerns.  Email is the best way to reach me: 

erogers@gusd.net.  But you can also call the school at (818) 242-6801, ext. 11316, after school. 

Instructional Materials
Primary Textbooks:

Imaginez:  le Français sans Frontières (Mitschke) 

ISBN: - 13:978-1-60576-878-6 (Vista Higher Learning) 2012

Supplementary texts:

Le Petit Nicolas   (Sempé/ Goscinny)
Other authentic materials:

Les journaux : France-Amérique, le Monde, Le Figaro, African newspapers in French from http://www.mediatico.com/fr/newspapers/africa/  Canadian newspapers such as le Journal de Montréal http://www.journaldemontreal.com
L’Express:  Authentic current sample articles on Environment, technology
TV5 monde: Sept jours sur la planète, mot du jour, vidéos,podcasts

Aux bons souvenirs (youtube.com), Authentic Martinique videos

Films:  Short films supplied by the textbook as well as movies on the list below.

Youtube videos to support each thematic unit.

Course Planner 

Weeks 2-8– Unit 1 – Ressentir et Vivre (Themes: Families and Communities, Personal and Public Identities, Contemporary Life)

1)
Vocabulary related to personal relationships, feelings, personality, immigration 

2)
Group conversation:  family introduction using personal pictures.

3)
Readings: French culture in the United States, famous French-Americans, French music in Louisiana, Le Pont Mirabeau by Apollinaire

4)
Grammar Review : spelling-change verbs, most common irregular verbs, questions, imperative, present tense of regular verbs

5)
Writing : Paragraph on the relationship between language, culture, and personality; Imaginez writing prompt #3 p 166.
6)
Supplemental readings:

Le Petit Nicolas



a)  Un Souvenir qu’on va cherir  b)   Je quitte la maison

Articles from French newspapers listed above

7)
Short Film : Le Télégramme (Imaginez, Ch. 1) including partner and group speaking activities ; 7 Jours sur la Planète

8)
Long Film : Mon Meilleur Ami with speaking and writing activities 

9.  Assessment : vocabulary and grammar quizzes ; essays and paragraphs

Weeks 9-15 Unit 2-- Habiter en Ville (Themes : Contemporary Life, Personal and Public Identities, Beauty and Aesthetics, Families and Communities)

1)
Vocabulary related to Professional life; Daily life in urban settings; natural disasters; French culture

2)
Group conversation:  Character descriptions, role-playing, expressing opinions

3)
Readings: Discovering France, French icons, Haitian Earthquake, French Music Festival (Imaginez).

4)
Grammar review: Reflexive and reciprocal verbs, adjective agreement, adverbs, nouns and articles, il est and c’est

5)
Writing:  Choice of writing prompts based on French icons including descriptions and persuasive writing.

6)
Supplemental readings:

  Le Petit Nicolas a) Rex  b)  On a bien rigolé  c) Je fume

Relevant Articles from current French newspapers listed above

7) Short Films: J’attendrai le suivant (Imaginez, Ch. 2), 7 Jours sur la Planète

8) Long film: Chocolat

9) Assessment: Vocabulary and Grammar quizzes, Essays; Powerpoint projects

Weeks 16-21  --Unit 3-  L’Influence des Médias (Science and Technology, Contemporary Life, and Global Challenges Themes)
1)
Vocabulary related to the media and cinema

2)
Group conversation:  Interpretation of the short film “Emilie Muller” and Zapping section of Imaginez ch. 3

3)
Readings: Le Québec Canadian Icons, short story « La Télé et la Mort » (Imaginez ch 3)
4)
Grammar review:  passé compose, imparfait, possessive adjectives

5)
Writing:  Essay Prompt 3 p. 170, Imaginez workbook which uses readings above

6)
Supplemental readings:
 
Le Petit Nicolas
a) Un chouette bouquet  b)  Louisette
Articles from Canadian newspaper
7)
Short Films: Emilie Muller, 7 Jours sur la Planète

8)  Long film: A Canadian film such as Les Plages d’Agnès

9) Assessments: Vocabulary and grammar quizzes, essays, Powerpoint projects

Weeks 22-28--Unit 4-  La Valeur des Idées (Themes: Global Challenges, Contemporary Life, Personal and Public Identities, Families and Communities)
1)
Vocabulary related to Professional life; Politics and Independence in the Francophone world, religion and beliefs

2)
Group conversation:  Work interview; How to express personal political views and opinions.

3)
Readings: Les Antilles, Haitian Society, African Icons, Chien Maigre et Chien Gras fable (Imaginez Chapter 4)

4)
Grammar review:  Plus-que parfait, negation with adjectives and pronouns, irregular –ir verbs, demonstrative adjectives, passé simple.

5)
Writing:  Create a fable with a moral.

6)
Supplemental readings:

  Le Petit Nicolas


a)  Je fréquente Agnan   b)  Le Petit Poucet

Articles from French African newspapers http://www.mediatico.com/fr/newspapers/africa/

7)   Short Film: Bon Anniversaire (Imaginez Ch 4), 7 jours sur la Planète; YouTube video on “Techni’ka” dance

8)  Long Film: Les Misérables

9) Assessments:  Vocabulary and Grammar quizzes, essays, Powerpoint projects
Weeks 29-36 --    La Société en Evolution—(Themes: Global Challenges, Science and Technology, Personal and Public Identities)

1)
Vocabulary related to immigration, cultural heritage, standard of living

2)
Group conversation:  expressing opinions on moral topics, addressing stereotypes, discussing multi-cultural societies

3)
Readings: L’Afrique de l’Ouest, West-African icons (Imaginez Ch. 5) 

4)
Grammar review:  Partitives, y and en, order of pronouns, object pronouns, past participle agreement.

5)
Writing:  Personal opinion on sculptures; description of a person who changed your life socially or personally; Writing prompt 3 p 174 Imaginez workbook comparing readings to observations in society.

6)
Supplemental readings:

  Le Petit Nicolas



a)  Le Bouillon   b) L'inspecteur

 Articles from French African newspapers http://www.mediatico.com/fr/newspapers/africa/

7)  Short film: YouTube video on Ousmane Sow, sculptor; Samb et le Commissaire (Imaginez ch 5)

8)  Long film: Les Choristes

9) Assessments: Vocabulary and Grammar quizzes, essays, Powerpoint projects
Weeks 37-40      Cultural projects and final exam (All themes)
Cultural Projects and Personal Growth related to French such as

· Filming aspects of daily life with French narration

· Making a video project on one of the six themes covered this year

· Cooking a recipe in French and documenting it with pictures

· Creating an itinerary and planning all aspects of a trip a French-speaking destination

· Researching and reporting on a Francophone artist or musician and their work

· Creating a Powerpoint on a Francophone icon and presenting it to the class.

Teaching Strategies

Every effort is being made to conduct the class exclusively in French. Students are asked to keep a list of new acquired vocabulary for weekly quizzes on thematic topics. All skills, listening, oral, writing and reading are spread out during a typical week.

Students are encouraged to seek additional resources that will enhance all skills. 

Listening comprehension

Students are exposed to short films and movies without subtitles in order to enhance their skills. Music videos, CDs and teacher recorded news segments, documentaries, game

shows from TV 5, france24, are used in the classroom in order to enhance discussions.

Excerpts from the movies listed below will also be included regularly.

Reading comprehension

Reading is a daily activity in the French classroom. Students read Francophone literary

works such as short stories, poems, textbook cultural passages, and authentic newspaper and magazine articles on various current events from several francophone countries.

Writing skills

Students in the French 7-8  class write full paragraphs and occasional essays in French. Errors are always circled but not corrected by the teacher and it is the responsibility of the 

Students will be graded according to a rubric. Students will still have access to

dictionaries and notes at this level when writing. Students will practice e-mail writing in French as well.

Speaking skills

The course will include partner activities as well as group activities each week. Students will do projects, discuss movies and will practice Interpretive Communication skills related to the 6 thematic topics in class. Students are also encouraged to sing songs, present dialogues and answer Mme Rogers’ questions in French. 

Recommended Websites:

www.quia.com/erogers/pages/
advancedfrench

www.bonjourdefrance.com

www.radio-canada.ca

www.poesie.webnet.fr

www.tsr.ch

www.rfo.fr

www.rtici.tv

www.tv5.org

www.french.about.com

www.alapage.com

www.youtube.com

www.parismatch.com

www.franceamérique.com

www.lepointdufle.net

www.momes.net

Aux bons souvenirs (youtube.com)

Music 
Students are exposed to music and music videos in French on a regular basis. This serves as a way to discuss themes in an alternate, authentic way. Lyrics are included in order to enhance reading comprehension as well as to build vocabulary.

Movies

Students are shown short films of 10-12 minutes relating to a theme, which is provided

by the publisher of Imaginez. Other selections of well-known French and Canadian films

will be shown for about 25 minutes, in order to have them exposed to different French

accents and dialects. This helps in developing French listening comprehension skills and cultural knowledge.

Some of the films may be rated PG or PG-13. Here are some examples:

Au revoir les Enfants

Cyrano de Bergerac

Persepolis

Les Choristes

Chocolat

Le Roi Soleil

Mon meilleur ami

Molière

Bienvenue chez les Ch'tis

Le dîner des cons

L’Argent de Poche

Les Plages d’Agnès

Les Misérables
Joyeux Noel

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Student and Parent Agreement:

We have read the Advanced French syllabus and agree to the terms and format of the class:

Student Signature:________________________
Print Name:____________________

Parent Signature: ________________________
Print Name:____________________

