Eighth Grade Social Studies Nicenet Directions/Rubric

Mr. Guditus

1.  Go to www.nicenet.org

2. Click on “Join Class.”  It is on the right hand side of the page.

3. Enter the class key: ________________________

4. Your username is your first initial and last name: ______________________
5. Enter a password (that you will not forget!): __________________________


 First Name: _________________



 Last Name: _________________



(This is a secure, non-profit website; no one except those kids in 



your particular class period and your teacher can see your name.)

5. Email is totally optional.  If you forget your username and/or password, having an email address registered will allow you to retrieve it.  Otherwise, there is no benefit to including it.  
6. Click on “Finish Registration.”

7. Browse around!
a. Conferencing = Message Board (we will use this the most)

1. You may not add a topic, only the teacher can.

2. Click on the topic being discussed

3. Read initial post from the teacher

4. Explore only the websites listed by the teacher

5. Click “Reply”

6. Post response.

7. Read others’ ideas (you may have to wait a day or two to login again and see others’ responses)

8. Click “Reply” to other students’ ideas

b. Personal Messages = Do not use.

c. Link Sharing = Do not post unless you have approved it first with Mr. Guditus.
d. Documents = Do not use.

Nicenet Rubric
	
	Exceeds Expectations
	Right on Target!
	Needs Improvement
	Unacceptable

	Use of details and evidence
	Postings provide evidence of having utilized and understood information provided (from given website or document); several examples used to prove points made in posting; additional resource(s) used, which are listed at the bottom as Additional Source:
	Postings provide evidence of having utilized and understood information provided (from given website or document); sufficient examples prove points.
	Inadequate detail or examples from given website or document is stated by the student; not enough evidence was utilized to support responses.
	Responses lack detail or evidence of use from any resources provided to student.  Few to no examples used to address question.

	Primary Posting
	Initial posting addresses the question and demonstrates analysis and connections between ideas; it is original, well-formed, thoughtful, organized, insightful, and provides evidence.
	Initial posting addresses question, is organized, shows some insight, includes an original point of view and provides evidence and examples.
	Posting may have good ideas, but may be disorganized, scattered, or lack sufficient evidence or support for claims; posting may not address question.
	Posting is off topic, irrelevant, plagiarized, superficial in its content, or was not completed.

	Response Posting
	A response posting is made to two other students’ ideas; responses are thoughtful*, well-formed and organized; may disagree and question; several pieces of evidence and examples are provided.
	Response posting offers a thoughtful response* to another student’s posting; it may ask relevant questions or disagree; examples and evidence are provided.
	Response posting is not thoughtful*, original, or may simply repeats what was already said.
	Response posting is off topic, irrelevant, plagiarized, superficial, or was not completed.


* A thoughtful student response will respect the author’s opinion and remain positive, but may disagree with ideas and viewpoints and provide feedback.
