Social Studies
4th Quarter


Standard 8: Expanding Networks of Exchange and Encounter: The Uniting of Large Regions 1200 BCE – 300 CE: What was life like in the empires during this era?

· Thread 8.1: What does the “Ball Game” tell us about life in Mesoamerican Civilizations?
· Thread 8.1 Formative Assessment

· Thread 8.2: What were the major religions and belief systems during this time period?
· Thread 8.2 Research	

· Standard 8 Summative Assessment on Quia


Standard 9:  The Rise of the Han, Persian, and Roman Empires: Afroeurasia 300 – 600 CE – What characteristics defined “empires” during this era?

· Thread 9.1: What were the characteristics of “empires” during this era?
· Thread 9.1 Written Summative Assessment

· Thread 9.2:  What was life like in the Persian Empire?
· 
· Thread 9.3:  What was life like in the Roman Empire?
· Thread 9.3 Research project – diorama scene

· Thread 9.4:  What was life like in the Han Empire?	
· Threads 9.4 Group Project

· Thread 9.5: How were the Han, Persian, and Roman Empires Similar and Different?
· Thread 9.5 Written Summative Assessment

· Thread 9.6: What key facts/ideas did you learn about early world history?
· Thread 9.6 Summative Project – ABC Book

· Standard 9 Summative Assessment on Quia





Unit website: ttp://www.quia.com/pages/lchristiancy/ssfourthquarter 






Standard 8: Expanding Networks of Exchange and Encounter: The Uniting of Large Regions 1200 BCE – 300 CE: What was life like in the empires during this era?


Thread 8.1: What does the “Ball Game” tell us about life in Mesoamerican Civilizations?

Table Talk:  
What sport do you think represents the USA?  ______________________________________________________

What does this sport ‘say’ about the USA to people of other countries? _________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you think that the sport a civilization values can tell us important information about the civilization? Explain: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Explore information of early Mesoamerica to make inferences about cultures
1. Go to the website www.ballgame.org
2. Click “enter” to begin website navigation
3. Click on the 1st circle – “Explore World”
4. Click on the map labeled “Explore”
5. Click on each of the four civilizations – Olmec, Teotihuacan, Maya, and Toltec.  Read the information to fill out the chart on the next page (Part A)


Formative Assessment:  Complete “Part A” of the 8.1 formative assessment sheet



Explore “The Ballgame” of early Mesoamerica to make inferences about cultures
1. Go to the website www.ballgame.org
2. Click “enter” to begin website navigation
3. Click on the 2nd circle – “Explore Game”
4. Click on each of the topics – Ball, Uniform, Court, and Game to complete the “Sketch & Label” chart on the next page (Part B)

· You may listen to the music on the website if you use headphones

Formative Assessment:  Complete “Part B” of the 8.1 formative assessment sheet


Part A: Explore the World

	Mesoamerican
Cultures
	Culture
	Artwork
	Ballgame
	Other Interesting Info

	

Olmec


	
	
	
	

	

Teotihuacan


	
	
	
	

	

Maya


	
	
	
	

	

Toltec


	
	
	
	



Part B: Explore the Ballgame: Sketch & label your notes

	Ball









	Uniform

	Court









	Game






Thread 8.1 Day 2: What does the “Ball Game” tell us about life in Mesoamerican Civilizations?

Table Talk:  Complete a Venn diagram to compare 

		            Sports Today				  Sports of the Past
	















Explore “The Ballgame” of early Mesoamerica to make inferences about cultures
1. Go to the website www.ballgame.org
2. Click “enter” to begin website navigation
3. Click on “Experience Game”
4. Watch the video of the game being played (video is blurry unfortunately)
5. Click on “Be a Player” to answer questions about what you have learned.  Play a couple of times to get different questions. (approximately 10 questions in all)

· Formative Assessment:  Complete “Part C” of the 8.1 formative assessment sheet



8.1 Summative Assessment: Create an artifact for a museum exhibit about the ball game
(Optional)





Thread 8.2: What were the major religions and belief systems during this time period?

What major religion are you familiar with? ___________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

What specific information do you know about this (these) religion(s)?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Table Talk:  share your answers with your table partners

What additional information have you learned after hearing your table partners answers?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Class Share: 

What additional information have you learned after hearing your classmates answers?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________


Vocabulary:

Monotheism: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Polytheism: _____________________________________________________________________________________


Close Reading of Document A: (next 2 pages)
· 1st read – highlight interesting and confusing words, sentences, or phrases
· 2nd read – underline possible answers to the question:  Why did several large-scale belief systems emerge during this time period?
· 3rd read – Star or note details that help answer the framing question: What were the major religions and belief systems during this time period?




Thread 8.2 Document A: 
Modified Excerpt from “A Compact History of Humankind” (2013)

Major Belief Systems
Another development of Big Era Four that was related to the spread of writing was the appearance of several major belief systems. Scholars disagree about which belief systems are religions and which are philosophies. For our purposes, we will define a religion as a system that incorporates a belief in the supernatural (gods) or the transcendent (a state beyond the self). According to this definition, Hinduism, Judaism, Buddhism, Taoism, and Christianity are religions, while Confucianism is a philosophy (as are Buddhism and Taoism according to some). Nevertheless, we will sometimes refer to them all as “world religions” for the sake of simplicity.

World religions brought together people with different languages and cultural traditions. The majority of people in this era, however, still practiced local religions. These systems centered on local gods and goddesses, sacred places, astrology, magic, and shamans. Shamans were individuals who mediated between the natural and supernatural worlds. In large states and empires, religious life tended to be diverse. Also, rulers often encouraged their subjects to believe that as rulers they possessed divine powers. Encouraging this belief was a way that rulers could control them. For example, when the Roman state transitioned from a republic to an empire, its leaders were transformed from mortals into gods.

Since people appeared to have had a religious life on a local scale from very early on, why did several large-scale belief systems emerge? In fact, why did all the major world religions appear in this era, with the exception of Islam? One possibility is that by 500 BCE Afroeurasia had reached a level of population, trade, and cultural exchange that required larger systems of shared belief. The new religious systems provided foundations for communication, morality, and trust among people who were sharing ideas and doing business far beyond their local areas. The new belief systems, however, differed from one another. Each one offered distinctive answers to persistent questions about the human condition, and different ways of approaching worship and social life. 

The table below provides some basic information about belief systems that appeared:

	BELIEF SYSTEM
(FOUNDER)
	TIME OF APPEARANCE
	HOMELAND

	HINDUISM
(NO FOUNDER)
	Has its roots in ancient religions, beginning as early as 2800 BCE
	Northern India

	JUDAISM
(ABRAHAM/JEWISH SAGES)
	CA. 2000 BCE
	Southwest Asia

	BUDDHISM
GUATAMA-SIDDHARTA
	CA. 530 BCE
	Northern India

	CONFUCIANISM
(CONFUCIUS)
	CA. 500 BCE
	Northern China

	TAOISM (DAOISM)
(LAOZI)
	CA. 300 BCE
	Northern China

	CHRISTIANITY
(JESUS)
	CA. 30 CE
	Southwest Asia



All offered paths to self-transformation. They also offered eternal salvation in one form or another. Confucianism is characterized as an ethical system rather than a religion by most scholars. It emphasized moral behavior, good government, and social responsibility. Judaism and Christianity were monotheistic, which means that they believed in one omnipotent (all powerful) and omniscient (all knowing) god. Hinduism was polytheistic, which means that they had numerous powerful gods and goddesses. Buddhism and Taoism might be called pantheistic, which means that the whole universe is considered divine. 

Buddhism and Christianity emphasized their universalism, and both spread widely across linguistic and ethnic groups. While Judaism remained closely identified with the Hebrew people and their descendants, by the end of Big Era Four, a diaspora of Jewish communities extended across most of Afroeurasia. All six belief systems taught that human relations should be guided by kindness.

These six systems could be compared and contrasted in numerous other ways. In terms of general beliefs and practices, none can be set totally apart from all the others. But even within each religion, variations developed depending on local cultures and environments. For example, several different Christian “churches,” emerged during the first thousand years CE. Each of these churches had distinct beliefs and practices. These included the Eastern (Greek) Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Arian, Nestorian, and Ethiopian churches. The only major belief system that did not appear in Afroeurasia during Big Era Four was Islam, which developed under Muhammed from about 610–632 CE. All of these belief systems encouraged investigations into the structure and meaning of the universe. As empires expanded, beliefs and ideas would continue to spread. 

Source:  Burke, Edmund, III, David Christian, and Ross E. Dunn. A Compact History of Humankind. Ed. Meredith Ryley. N.p.: The Regents, University of California, 2013. Print



Vocabulary:

Shaman: ______________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

mediated: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

pantheistic: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

universalism: __________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

diaspora: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________












Thread 8.2 – Day 2:  What were the major religions and belief systems during this time period?

Videos: 
· Faith and Belief: 5 Major Religions (Learn 360)
· Complete Guided Notes 
· The 5 Major World Religions: John Bellaimey, (YouTube – TedEd)
· Write down any additional information learned from this video


Guided Notes for “Faith and Belief:  5 Major Religions”	

[image: ]

1.  ________________________________________ is an attempt to answer some difficult and troubling questions.

2.  Primitive peoples believed that ________________________________________ forces, unseen powers and gods were the cause of many of the mysteries of nature.

3.  Ancient Egyptians believed that their ________________________________________  was actually a God. 

4.  Judaism, Christianity and Islam began in the same area of the world, the Middle ______________________.

5.  Judaism began about 4000 years ago as the religion of the ___________________________(Jews).  

6.  The Hebrews developed an idea about God.  This is the belief that there is only ___________ God for all humanity.

7.  The Hebrews saw God as the ___________________________________ of the universe and the only true God.

8.  There are ___________central ideas to Judaism:
1. Monotheism, the idea that there is only one God.
2. ________________________________________, the idea that God sets down moral laws and agrees to be fair to those who obey them.
3. ________________________________________, the idea that God is changing the world and leading humanity to a better life.
9.  Both ________________________________________ and Islam grew out of Judaism. 

10.  Christians also ________________________ in one God.

11.  Christians hold the most importance in the birth, ________________________________________, death, and ________________________________________ of Jesus Christ.

12.  Christians believe that Christ is God’s _____________________ who was sent to earth to ___________________ people to love one another as God loves them.

13.  Today, there are many ________________________________ groups of Christian religions, including 
Catholics, Lutherans, Methodists, and Baptists--just a few of the Christian _________________________________.


1

[image: ]																	14. ________________________________________ is one of the oldest religions in the world.

15.  It began about 4000 years ago in the ________________________________________ in India.

16.  In Hinduism, the river is a symbol for the ________________________________________.



14. ________________________________________ is one of the oldest religions in the world.

15.  It began about 4000 years ago in the ________________________________________ in India.

16.  In Hinduism, the river is a symbol for the ________________________________________.

17.  Hindus believe in ________________________________________ and that our ___________________________ in this life determine the human or animal form our soul takes in our next life.

18.  The ultimate Hindu goal is to achieve spiritual ________________________________________.

19.  Hindus are ________________________________________; they worship ________________________________ gods and goddesses.  All the gods and goddesses make up one universal spirit called _________________________.
 
20.  Buddhists believe that existence is a ________________________________________ of death and rebirth.

21.  Unlike other major religions, Buddhism does not stress a belief in a ________________________________ being or all-powerful Gods.

22.  Buddhism focuses on the idea of spiritual ________________________________________.

23.  Buddhism began about  __________________ years ago in India with Siddharta Guatama.  He was a _________________________.  

24.  Buddha is ________________________ worshipped as a God.

25.  All Buddhists practice a way of life called “the ________________________________________ way”.  It is a path of ________________________________________.  They seek control over their inner lives.  By controlling the mind and spirit they will achieve complete ________________________________________

Additional notes for The 5 Major World Religions: John Bellaimey, (YouTube – TedEd)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Thread 8.2 – Day 3 & 4:  Research on Major World Religions

· Use the information in the document binders as well as website links to complete the graphic organizer for as many religions as you can in the time provided




Standard 8 Summative Assessment on Quia







Standard 9:  The Rise of the Han, Persian, and Roman Empires: Afroeurasia 300 – 600 CE – What characteristics defined “empires” during this era?

Thread 9.1: What were the characteristics of “empires” during this era?

Table Talk:  What is an empire? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Curriculum definition of empire: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Close Reading of Documents A & B
· One set of elbow partners reads Document A, the other set of elbow partners read Document B
· Decide on 5-7 of the most important ideas about your empire and record them below
Empire:  ____________________________________________________
1. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary
Provinces, districts, and villages: ________________________________________________________________________
Swift: ______________________
Elaborate: _________________________________________
Regulated: _________________________________________
Turrets: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Erected: ________________________________________
Inscribed: _________________________________________________________
Assassinated: ______________________________________________________________________________________________
Adored: ______________________________________
Against huge odds: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Pharaoh: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Heir: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Thread 9.1 Day 2 What were the characteristics of “empires” during this era?
· Elbow partners share empire information with table partners and record their notes
· Complete a Venn diagram to compare and contrast the two empires

Empire:  ____________________________________________________
1. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

   																																		Alexander’s Empire
Mauryan Empire



9.1 Written Summative Assessment

Thread 9.2: What was life like in the Persian Empire?
Close read Document A on the next page
· 1st read: underline any words or phrases you do not understand
· 2nd read: highlight phrases or sentences that show characteristics of Persian life

Table Talk: choose at least 5 important characteristics of Persian Life and record below

Characteristics of Persian Life
1. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Individually: decide if the following statements are true or false

True	False	1.  The Persian Empire was a melting pot of cultures.

True	False	2.  The main religion of the Persian Empire was monotheistic.

True	False	3.  The Persian Empire was innovative in many ways.

True	False	4.  The Persian Empire was characterized by rebellion, corruption, and harsh rule.

Table Talk:  Find text evidence to prove each of the above statements.  List the paragraph and sentence #’s, then write the sentence that proves each statement true or false.

1.  Paragraph #___________ Sentence # ______________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Paragraph #___________ Sentence # ______________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Paragraph #___________ Sentence # ______________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Paragraph #___________ Sentence # ______________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document A: The Persian (Achaemenid) Empire, 550-330 BCE
Formation:  It took Cyrus II, the leader of the Achaemenids, which was one of these Persian clans, less than a decade to conquer the Medes. He then moved on to seize control of the Anatolian Peninsula and the Greek city-states settled along the peninsula’s western edge. Syria was next and in 539 Babylon fell as well.
    When conquering Babylon, Cyrus had promised to treat it fairly and not to destroy either its customs or its culture. At the same time, he returned the items that were taken by the Babylonians through conquests to their rightful owners. Cyrus also freed the Hebrews, who had been enslaved in Babylon. He allowed them to return home. Later he helped them rebuild their temple in Jerusalem. This policy of local cultural independence won him a reputation as a fair ruler.
    Meanwhile, other Persian forces moved northeast into the rich lands of Bactria-Sogdiana where they captured most of the trade centers on the Silk Routes that led to Inner Eurasia. After Cyrus’ death, his son, Cambyses, conquered Egypt. In 322 BCE, Cambyses died. Darius (522-486 BCE), a strong military leader, took control. He pushed the Persian borders to the Indus River valley in the east. The Persians now controlled the largest empire the world had ever seen.

Administration:  The vast Persian Empire was the most culturally diverse empire that had ever existed. It linked the east with the west and ruled cities where people of every class and culture rubbed shoulders and shared ideas. It was a huge meeting of cultural and social sharing. To rule it, the Persians had to invent new governmental tools.
    It was Darius I who, building on the governmental systems inherited from the Assyrians and Babylonians, reorganized the empire. He established twenty provinces (called satrapies), each with its governor, military commander, and treasurer, who reported separately to the king. In addition, there was a separate system of inspectors known as the “King’s Eyes” or the “King’s Ears.” These inspectors had their own armies and could move against even a military commander if necessary. The system was so effective in preventing rebellion, corruption, and harsh rule that it was copied again and again, even in modern times.
    Darius also introduced the Babylonian calendar, known for its accuracy, and set up granaries to assure a constant supply of food for his troops. He built elaborate underground irrigation systems as well. In the far reaches of what is now Iran, these irrigation systems turned deserts into gardens.

Religion:  The Persian ruling class followed the religion of Zoroastrianism. This religion taught that there were two deities, Ahura Mazda, the god of light and truth and Ahriman, the god of darkness and evil. These two gods were in constant struggle, a struggle that Ahura Mazda would eventually win. Zoroastrians believed that after the final battle, there would be a Judgment Day and everyone who had ever lived would be judged and sent either to heaven or hell. These ideas are believed to have influenced Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Today, there are Zoroastrians communities in Iran and India, where they are called Parsis or Parsees. Communities also exist in other parts of the world including the United States. The Achaemenids did not force Zoroastrianism on their people. As rulers of an empire that embraced more cultural communities than anyone before them, they wisely allowed their subjects cultural freedom.
Source: http://worldhistoryforusall.sdsu.edu/units/four/landscape/Era04_landscape4.php
NOTE: This document has been modified in parts from the original

[image: ]

Thread 9.2 Day 2: What was life like in the Persian Empire?
Close reading of documents B, C, D, and E:  complete chart as you read
	
	Traditional Persian Woman
	Atossa, Mother of Emperor Xerxes
	Esther, Wife of Emperor Xerxes
	Artemisia I, Naval Officer

	

Role(s) within the Persian Empire

	
	
	
	

	

Significance to the Empire


	
	
	
	

	
What does this tell about the role of women in Persia?

	
	
	
	

	
What does this tell us about key characteristics of the Persian Empire?
	
	
	
	



Thread 9.2 Day 3 - Written Summative Assessment: Create a brochure trying to sell people on the idea of moving to ancient Persia


Thread 9.3: What was life like in the Roman Empire?

Elbow partners close read Document A (Citizenship) and Document B (History of Citizenship) and answer the following questions.
· 1st read – read the entire document
· 2nd read – reread the paragraphs needed for each question below

Document A: Citizenship
Paragraph 1:  Explain what citizen ship is in your own words
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph 1: What are the rights of citizens?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph 3: What are 2nd class citizens? What are some examples from history?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document B: History of Citizenship
Paragraph 1: Where did the idea of citizenship originate?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph 1 & 3: Who was or was not granted citizenship in ancient Rome?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph 3: Explain the special rights of Roman citizens.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Close read Document C: The Patricians and the Plebeians
· 1st read – underline confusing words or phrases
· 2nd read – highlight in one color the “pros & cons” of being a Patrician
· 3rd read – highlight in another color the “pros & cons” of being a Plebian

Fill in the blanks with information from Document C: The Patricians and the Plebians
Use the information from Document C to complete the questions on the next page and the T-chart about the pros and cons of being Plebeians & Patricians

The Roman people freed themselves from _________________ rule in 509 BCE to set up a ____________________.  Their government was run by two ______________________ who served one-year terms.  The Senate was a group of patricians that ____________________________ the consuls.  The patricians were the _______________________________ of the leaders of the rebellion against the Etruscans.  In 491 BCE, a group of _______________________________, farmers, and caretakers called ____________________________ refused to fight in a Roman war unless they were given the right to _____________________________________________________________.  The patricians allowed the plebeians to elect ________________________ to protect their interests. The patricians and the plebeians agreed on a legal code called the ______________________________________________.
Two thousand years after the founding of the Roman Republic, the framers of the American ________________________________________ used the Roman Republic as a model for the new American Government.  

Complete the following questions using Document C:
1. Explain what you believe a “republic” is. ______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Why is the United States called a republic? ___________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Was every class represented in the Roman Republic?  Explain  ____________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Why did many Romans consider Cincinnatus to be a hero? _________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  What can you compare the Forum to in modern society?  Explain _________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.  Explain what a veto was in ancient Rome? ___________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________







PATRICIANS
			PROS						CONS												




















PLEBIANS

			PROS							CONS




















Thread 9.3 Day 2 & 3: Examine the “Social Class Pyramid” 

Table Talk:  What major factors would have determined the social class a person was in?
·  
·  
·  
·  
·  
·  
·  



Students will be assigned one of the social classes (Patricians, Plebians, Freedman, Slaves) to research and will create a diorama to share the information with the class.  Use space below for notes.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Thread 9.4: What was life like in the Han Empire?
· Complete the “before reading” section of the chart below

	Statement

	Before Reading
	After Reading
	Evidence

	
	True
	False
	True
	False
	

	The Han Empire was known for military power.


	
	
	
	
	

	The Han Empire was ruled by powerful emperors.


	
	
	
	
	

	Women were given high status in Han society.


	
	
	
	
	

	Key industries in the Han Empire were salt mining, iron forging, & silk making.

	
	
	
	
	

	There is no written history from the time of the Han Empire.

	
	
	
	
	

	The Han Empire encouraged those they conquered to keep their customs and way of life.
	
	
	
	
	

	Paper was invented during the Han Empire.


	
	
	
	
	

	Priests and other religious leaders were key advisors of the emperors during the Han Empire.
	
	
	
	
	

	The power of the Han emperors was passed down to the oldest child of every generation.
	
	
	
	
	

	Confucian philosophy was central to many aspects of 
the Han Empire.

	
	
	
	
	




Thread 9.4: What was life like in the Han Empire?

Look at the map on page 201 of the textbook document.  What can you infer about the Han Empire based on the map?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Look at the “Social History Pyramid” on the bottom of page 202 of the textbook document.
What can you infer about the Han Empire based on this diagram?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Document A and complete the evidence-based response questions at the bottom.

Document A: “A Highly Structured Society”

Chinese society under the Han Dynasty was highly structured. Just as Han emperors tried to control the people they conquered, they exerted vast control over the Chinese themselves. Because the Chinese believed their emperor to have divine authority, they accepted his exercise of power. He was the link between heaven and earth. If the emperor did his job well, China had peace and prosperity. If he failed, the heavens showed their displeasure with earthquakes, floods, and famines. 
However, the emperor did not rule alone. The Chinese emperor relied on a complex bureaucracy to help him rule. Running the bureaucracy and maintaining the imperial army were expensive. To raise money, the government levied taxes. Like the farmers in India, Chinese peasants owed part of their yearly crops to the government. Merchants also paid taxes. Besides taxes, the peasants owed the government a month’s worth of labor or military service every year. With this source of labor, the Han emperors built roads and dug canals and irrigation ditches. The emperors also filled the ranks of China’s vast armies and expanded the Great Wall, which stretched across the northern frontier.
The government employed more than 130,000 people. The emperor’s bureaucracy included 18 different ranks of civil service jobs, which were government jobs that civilians obtained by taking examinations. At times, Chinese emperors rewarded loyal followers with government posts. However, another way to fill government posts evolved under the Han. This method involved testing applicants’ knowledge of Confucianism—the teachings of Confucius, who had lived 400 years before. Confucius had taught that gentlemen should practice “reverence [respect], generosity, truthfulness, diligence, [industriousness], and kindness.” These were exactly the qualities emperors wanted government officials to have. In theory, anyone could take the exams. In practice, few peasants could afford to educate their sons to pass the exams. So only sons of wealthy landowners had a chance at a government career. In spite of this flaw, the civil service system worked so efficiently that it continued in China until 1912.
Source: “Han Emperors in China” from McDougal-Littell ClassZone at classzone.com (2014).

	Part 1: Which best describes the society of the Han Empire?
A. A society in which members of the military achieved the highest status
B. A society in which education provided opportunities for all to move up in status
C. A bureaucracy in which farmers and merchants achieved high status
D. A bureaucracy of civil service jobs for the elite ruled by an emperor
	Part 2: Which piece of text evidence best supports your response in Part 1?
A. “In theory, anyone could take the [civil service] exams.”
B. “…Chinese peasants owed part of their yearly crops to the government. Merchants also paid taxes.”
C. “The emperor’s bureaucracy included 18 different ranks of civil service jobs…”
D. “The emperors also filled the ranks of China’s vast armies and expanded the Great Wall…”

	Part 3: Find another piece of evidence that supports your response in Part 1. Write it in this box.







Revisit the chart on page 19 and record any answers you have evidence for after reading.

Thread 9.4 Day 2:  What was life like in the Han Empire?

Read the sidebar about papermaking on page 203 of the textbook document.

Table Talk: What are some possible effects of papermaking on other parts of Han society?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Document B & C and complete the evidence-based response questions at the bottom.

Document B: “Han Technology, Commerce, and Culture”
The 400 years of Han rule saw not only improvements in education but also great advances in Chinese technology and culture. In addition, the government exerted more control over commerce and manufacturing. Advances in technology influenced all aspects of Chinese life. Paper was invented in A.D. 105. Before that, books were usually written on silk. But paper was cheaper, so books became more readily available. This helped spread education in China. The invention of paper also affected Chinese government. Formerly, all government documents had been recorded on strips of wood. Paper was much more convenient to use for record keeping, so Chinese bureaucracy expanded.

Another technological advance was the collar harness for horses. This invention allowed horses to pull much heavier loads than did the harness being used in Europe at the time. The Chinese perfected a plow that was more efficient because it had two blades. They also improved iron tools, invented the wheelbarrow, and began to use water mills to grind grain.

During the Han Dynasty, the population of China swelled to 60 million. Because there were so many people to feed, Confucian scholars and ordinary Chinese people considered agriculture the most important and honored occupation. Although the same decree dismissed commerce as the least important occupation, manufacturing and commerce were actually very important to the Han Empire.

The government established monopolies on the mining of salt, the forging of iron, the minting of coins, and the brewing of alcohol. A monopoly occurs when a group has exclusive control over the production and distribution of certain goods. For a time, the government also ran huge silk mills—competing with private silk weavers in making this luxurious cloth. As contact with people from other lands increased, the Chinese realized how valuable their silk was as an item of trade.

Because of this, the techniques of silk production became a closely guarded state secret. Spurred by the worldwide demand for silk, Chinese commerce expanded along the Silk Roads to most of Asia and, through India, all the way to Rome.
Source: “Han Emperors in China” from McDougal-Littell ClassZone at classzone.com (2014).

	Part 1: Which best describes the culture of the Han Empire?
A. Papermakers were revered as the most important workers in Chinese culture.
B. Farmers held one of the most honored positions in Chinese culture.
C. Merchants were given the highest status thanks to the Silk Roads.
D. Salt mining was the key industry of the Han culture and miners received high status.
	Part 2: Which piece of text evidence best supports your response in Part 1?
A. “…manufacturing and commerce were actually very important to the Han Empire.”
B. “Because there were so many people to feed, Confucian scholars and ordinary Chinese people considered agriculture the most important and honored occupation.”
C. “Paper was much more convenient to use for record keeping, so Chinese bureaucracy expanded.”
D. “…the Chinese realized how valuable their silk was as an item of trade.”


	Part 3: Write two sentences explaining your choices in Part 1 and Part 2.




Document C: “The Han Unifies Chinese Culture”

As the Han Empire expanded its trade, the Chinese began to learn about foods and fashions common in foreign lands. Similarly, expanding the empire through conquest brought people of different cultures under Chinese rule. To unify the empire, the Chinese government encouraged assimilation, the process of making conquered peoples part of Chinese culture. To promote assimilation, the government sent Chinese farmers to settle newly colonized areas. It also encouraged them to intermarry with local peoples. Government officials set up schools to train local people in the Confucian philosophy and then appointed local scholars to government posts.

Several writers also helped to unify Chinese culture by recording China’s history. Sima Qian (SU•MAH chee•YEHN), who lived from 145 to 85 B.C., is called the “Grand Historian” for his work in compiling a history of China. To write accurately, Sima Qian visited historical sites, interviewed eyewitnesses, researched official records, and examined artifacts. His book is called Records of the Grand Historian. Another famous book was the History of the Former Han Dynasty. Ban Biao (BAHN bee•OW), who lived from A.D. 3 to 54, started the project. After his death, his son Ban Gu (bahn goo) and later his daughter Ban Zhao (bahn jow) worked on it. Ban Zhao also wrote a guide called Lessons for Women,
which called upon women to be humble and obedient but also industrious.

Although Ban Zhao gained fame as a historian, most women during the Han Dynasty led quiet lives at home. Confucian teachings had dictated that women were to devote themselves to their families. However, women made important contributions to their family’s economic life through duties in the home and work in the fields of the family farm. Some upper-class women lived much different lives. As explained earlier, a few empresses wielded great power. Daoist—and later, Buddhist—nuns were able to gain an education and lead lives apart from their families. Women in aristocratic and landowning families also sometimes pursued education and culture. Some women ran small shops; still others practiced medicine.

Source: “Han Emperors in China” from McDougal-Littell ClassZone at classzone.com (2014).

	Part 1: Which best describes a way that Chinese culture was unified during the Han Empire?
A. The Chinese started to wear the fashions of those with whom they traded.
B. Conquered peoples were encouraged to keep their own customs and languages.
C. Several writers began recording Chinese history.
D. Schools were built that honored many different cultures and traditions.
	Part 2: Which piece of text evidence best supports your response in Part 1?
A. “Government officials set up schools to train local people in the Confucian philosophy…”
B. “Sima Qian…is called the “Grand Historian” for his work in compiling a history of China.”
C. “To unify the empire, the Chinese government encouraged assimilation…”
D. “…women made important contributions to their family’s economic life through duties in the home and work in the fields…”

	Part 3: Write one other way Chinese culture was unified during the Han Empire.





Examine the chart on the bottom of page 206 in the textbook document.  How would the Persian Empire compare to the Han and Roman empire?

Complete the chart on page 19 of your packet and record evidence from Documents A - C

Thread 9.5: How were the Han, Persian, and Roman Empires similar and different?

Day 1:  Choose a topic from the following list to research.  You will compare and contrast this topic between the Han, Persian, and Roman Empires.
· Music
· Architecture
· Children
· Art
· Cooking
· Education
· Literature
· Careers
· Famous people
· Drama – theatre
· Ecology
· Science
· History
· Travel
· Communications
· Animals
· Technology
· Religion
· Economy
· Geography
· Recreation
· Medicine – health
· Politics – law
· Religion
· Inventions
· Problems – controversy
· Fine Arts

The topic I am choosing is _____________________________________________________________

Project Objectives:
· Compare and contrast one aspect of the Han, Persian, and Roman Empires in depth
· Create Google slides to share your information
· Demonstrate command of the social studies habits of mind

Begin researching and taking notes as you complete the checklist on the next page




Thread 9.5 Project Checklist

· Choose topic

· Find facts and info for Han empire – take detailed notes	page 26
· Are these sources reliable?
· Corroborate sources

· Find facts and info for Persian empire – take detailed notes page 26
· Are these sources reliable?
· Corroborate sources

· Find facts and info for Roman empire – take detailed notes page 26
· Are these sources reliable?
· Corroborate sources

· Complete a Venn Diagram to discover similarities and differences on page 27

· Create your Google Slides with the information
· 1st page should be a title page with your topic and full name
· last page should be a list of all sources used 
· your slides need to be shared with me when completed
· I will combine all slides to make a class presentation


Thread 9.5 Research Project Rubric

	
	4 (Exceeds)
	3 (Meets)
	2 (Approaches)
	1 (Does not meet)

	Answers the Framing Question
	Clear answer to the framing question with connection to appropriate evidence 
	Clear answer to the framing question
	Attempted but unclear answer framing question
	No answer to framing question

	Evidence
	Uses evidence from multiple sources provided to support answer
	Uses appropriate evidence from more than one source
	Uses appropriate evidence from at least one source
	No attempt, or inappropriate evidence used

	Does the evidence support the answer? 
	Clear explanation of how the included evidence supports the answer to the framing question, including analysis of evidence that might contradict the answer to the framing question
	Clear explanation of how the included evidence supports the answer to the framing question.
	Unclear explanation of how the included evidence supports the answer to the framing question.
	No attempt at explaining how evidence supports the answer to the framing question


How is/are 					similar and different in the Han, Persian, and Roman Empires?
Han Empire Notes: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________Persian Empire Notes: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Roman Empire Notes: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




Thread 9.6 – 4 days:  What key facts/ideas did you learn about early world history?

Project: Create an ABC book of Early World History

Requirements:
· Using all 26 letters of the alphabet, create an ABC book about the “History of the World” from the beginning of time to the Roman, Persian, and Han Empire
· Create a cover that includes the title, author’s name, and an illustration
· Use 1 letter of the alphabet per page.  Each page must include the letter, the word, a description of the word, and an illustration representing the word
· The description may be a definition, a few sentences, or a short paragraph
· The illustration should be hand drawn
· The last page of your book must be an “about the author” page.  It must include a short description of you.  

Example:  A:  Agriculture - People began to move away from hunting and gathering to agriculture around 10000 BCE.  This led to the development of early human communities.

You may use any of the packets or websites from the entire year for ideas and information.


Steps:
1. Brainstorm a word for each letter of the alphabet (use next 3 pages)
2. Spend some time sharing your ideas with classmates to help spark ideas
3. Plan what you might write and draw for each letter of the alphabet
4. Begin creating the book
· Be careful if using pen or color; you may want to use light pencil 1st
· Think carefully before starting each page
· Use your class time wisely
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