Thread 8.1 Formative Assessment					Exemplars


What I can infer about Mesoamerican cultures after reading about the 4 civilizations.

· The Mesoamerican cultures were very smart.
· The Olmec led the development of other cultures.  They also invented the game called pok-a-tok.  The Maya invented the number zero.  Both cultures were skilled farmers.

· The Mesoamerican cultures relied on natural resources to make their civilization successful.
· The Olmec lived in villages near rivers and fished for food.  The Teotihuacan used an aqueduct system for fresh water.  The Maya used stone, bone, and wood for tools.  The Toltec used obsidian to trade.

What I can infer about Mesoamerican cultures after exploring the game.

· The game pok-a-tok was an important thing to the Mesoamerican cultures.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]People gambled on who would win.  If a culture moved locations, the ball game was one of the first things built.  Winners of the game (losers in some sources) were sacrificed to the gods.  Even knowing this, men would want to play the game.
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