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Parts of Speech
	PART OF SPEECH
	BASIC FUNCTION
	EXAMPLES

	noun
	names a person, place, or thing
	pirate, Caribbean, ship

	pronoun
	takes the place of a noun
	I, you, he, she, it, ours, them, who

	verb
	identifies action or state of being
	to sing, to dance, to believe, to be

	adjective
	modifies a noun
	hot, lazy, funny

	adverb
	modifies a verb, adjective, or other adverb
	softly, lazily, often

	preposition
	shows a relationship between a noun (or pronoun) and other words in a sentence
	up, over, against, by, for

	conjunction
	joins words, phrases, and clauses
	and, but, or, yet

	interjection
	expresses emotion
	ah, whoops, ouch

	article
	identifies and specifies a noun
	a, an, the


To know for sure what part of speech a word is, we have to look not only at the word itself but also at its meaning, position, and use in a sentence.

For example, in the first sentence below, work is a noun; in the second sentence, a verb; and in the third sentence, an adjective: 

· Bosco showed up for work two hours late.
[The noun work is the thing Bosco shows up for.]

· He will have to work until midnight.
[The verb work is the action he must perform.]

· His work permit expires next month.
[The adjective work modifies the noun permit.]
Parts of Speech Worksheet

   Circle   each of the following parts of speech in each sentence.

A.
Find the NOUN(s) in each sentence. 


1. Please put these new books in the bookcase over there.


2. A computer can store and retrieve information.


3. Does Tim live in a house or in an apartment?


4. Ms. Enriquez believes wealth cannot buy happiness.


5. Her loyalty and honesty made her a great friend. 

B. Find the VERB in each sentence. 


 1. Joey ran to the store.


2. The boxer is strong.


3. The teacher helped the student with her homework.



4. Thick clouds cover the planet Venus.


5. Inside the classroom was a happy teacher.

C.
Find the PRONOUN in each sentence. 

1. A spotted coat helps the leopard hide from its prey.

2. Snow covered the ballpark earlier, but it melted.

3. Ken came by and picked up his basketball before supper.

4. Many artists built their studios in old warehouses.

D.
Find the ADJECTIVE(s) in each sentence.

 1. The huge crowd appeared excited and restless.


2. Two old prospectors and a weary mule trudged across the desert.


3. The loyal fans cheered their team in the game.


4. Our European guests were weary after the long trip.
E. Find the PREPOSITION(s) in each sentence. 

1.
The library will hold the book until tomorrow.

2.
The messenger for the company stopped several times along the route.

3.
The meeting of the Security Council took place at ten o’clock in a private area of the building.

4.
The prompter sat behind the scenery with a small flashlight.

5.
The elephants lumbered past us toward the water hole.

Exercises in Identifying Subjects, Verbs and Objects
These exercises will give you practice in recognizing two key elements in a sentence: the subject and the verb. 

Exercise A: Identifying Subjects and Verbs

For each of the following sentences, decide whether the word in bold print is the subject or the verb. 
1. The dog shivered. 

2. An owl shrieked. 

3. The moon disappeared behind the clouds. 

4. We waited. 

5. For a moment, nobody even breathed. 

6. A light rain fell on our heads. 

7. The leaves trembled. 

8. Our hearts beat faster. 

9. Then the black sky opened up. 

10. Furious flames lit up the night.

Exercise B: Identifying Subjects and Verbs

For each of the following sentences, decide whether the word in bold print is the subject or the verb.
1. Mr. William Herring is the jolliest man I know. 

2. His outward features reflect the delightful character within. 

3. His hair is red and frizzy, like Orphan Annie's. 

4. His head is fat and round. 

5. He has small, dark, hamster-like eyes. 

6. His eyes peer inquisitively from behind metal-rimmed glasses. 

7. His small mouth is always formed into a friendly grin. 

8. His thick neck connects this funny head to an egg-shaped torso. 

9. He has two fat arms with plump hands and fingers shaped like hot dogs. 

10. On one of these fingers is a diamond-studded gold ring. 

11. The gleam of the ring matches the brilliance of Mr. Bill's smile. 

12. His Santa Claus belly, girded by a cowboy belt, hangs over the sort of baggy trousers that went out with leisure suits and platform shoes. 

13. Mr. Bill's shoes, however, are invisible beneath his trousers. 

14. Still, his walk is distinctive. 

15. In fact, he seems to roll rather than walk. 

16. He rolls to the rhythm of his own laughter. 

17. His students roll right along with him.

Objects

In addition to serving as subjects, nouns may also function as objects in sentences. Instead of performing the action, as subjects usually do, objects receive the action and usually follow the verb. See if you can identify the objects in the short sentences below:

· The girls hurled stones. 

· The professor swigged coffee. 

· Gus dropped the aquarium.

The objects--stones, coffee, aquarium--all answer the question what: What was hurled? What was swigged? What was dropped?

Practice in Identifying Subjects, Verbs, and Objects

For each of the following sentences, identify the word in bold as a subject, a verb, or an object. 
1. After the final song, the drummer hurled his sticks at the crowd. 

2. Gus smashed the electric guitar with a sledge hammer. 

3. Felix stunned the giraffe with a radar gun. 

4. Very slowly, Pandora opened the box. 

5. Very slowly, Pandora opened the box. 

6. Very slowly, Pandora opened the box. 

7. Thomas gave his moonpie to Bengie. 

8. After breakfast, Vera drove to the mission with Ted. 

9. Even though it rarely rains here, Professor Legree carries his umbrella wherever he goes.
10. Ms. Boni donated a wishbone to the Museum of Natural History.

11. Charles threw the tear-stained love letter at Elizabeth’s head.

12. Ian wears an overcoat and pants.
13. My brother celebrates his birthday in December.

14. I have a brother but no sisters.

15. Helga has no children.

For each of the following sentences, identify the subject, verb, and object. 
1) The clown chased a dog.
2) The geese ate the crumbs.
3) Ms. Boni angrily stamped out the fire that the local hooligans had started on her verandah.
4) The boy wears a pair of glasses, an earring, and stylish jeans.
5) Helga has no children.
