The German Case System
Nominative Case: Der Nominativ • Der Werfall
The nominative case—in German and in English—is the subject of a sentence. All German nouns have one of three possible genders: masculine (der), feminine (die) or neuter (das). The nominative plural of any gender is always die (pron. DEE). These gender words are also called definite articles ("the"). 

The most common gender in German is the masculine. (Keep that in mind the next time you're guessing.). These gender forms—der, die, das—are the nominative forms. They are the article or gender that is found in a German dictionary, but they may change form (be "declined") when in one of the other three German cases. 
Accustaive Case: Der Akkusativ • Der Wenfall 

If you misuse the accusative case in German, it could be very similar to saying something like "him has the book" or "her saw he yesterday" in English. With the confusion this might cause, you can see this is not something to take lightly! It's not just some esoteric grammar point; it impacts whether people will understand your German or not (and whether you'll understand them). 

In English the accusative case is known as the objective case (direct object). In German you can tell that a noun is in the accusative case by the masculine article, which changes from der/ein to den/einen. The masculine pronoun er (he) changes to ihn (him), in much the same way as English. (Since the accusative only changes in the masculine gender, you don't need to worry about the feminine, neuter or plural.)

Definite and Indefinite Articles

	Definite Articles (the)

	Fall
Case
	Männlich
Masculine
	Weiblich
Feminine
	Sächlich
Neuter
	Mehrzahl
Plural

	Nom
	der
	die
	das
	die

	Akk
	den
	die
	das
	die

	Indefinite Articles (a/an)

	Fall
Case
	Männlich
Masculine
	Weiblich
Feminine
	Sächlich
Neuter
	Mehrzahl
Plural

	Nom
	ein
	eine
	ein
	keine*

	Akk
	einen
	eine
	ein
	keine*

	*Note: keine is the negative of eine, which has no plural form. But keine (no/none) can be used in the plural: "Er hat keine Bücher." (He has no books.) - "In Venedig gibt es keine Autos." (In Venice there are no cars.)


Personal Pronouns

	First & Second-Person Pronouns

	Fall
Case
	1. Person
sing.
	1. Person
plur.
	2. Person
sing.
	2. Person
plur.

	Nom
	ich
I
	wir
we
	du
you
	ihr
you

	Akk
	mich
me
	uns
us
	dich
you
	euch
you

	Third-Person Pronouns (er, sie, es)

	Fall
Case
	Männlich
masc.
	Weiblich
fem.
	Sächlich
neut.
	Mehrzahl
plural

	Nom
	er
he
	sie
she
	es
it
	sie
they

	Akk
	ihn
him
	sie
her
	es
it
	sie
them


