German 11
Simple Past / Narrative Past
Imperfekt / Präteritum
In German, the simple or narrative past tense is used to describe a completed action or a chain of events that took place in the past.  This tense is generally not used in conversation, but is the customary tense used in written narratives.  For this reason, it is sometimes referred to as the narrative past.
Weak Verbs
Regular verbs are often called “weak” verbs.  The simple past tense of weak verbs is formed by adding the past tense marker –te plus the personal endings for weak verbs to the infinitive stem.  Note that there are no changes in the stem vowels in the simple past tense of weak verbs.

Simple past of weak verbs =
   Infinitive stem + Past tense marker –te + Weak past tense personal ending
 		The full conjugation pattern for all persons is as follows.
		        SINGULAR	PLURAL
First Person		-te-Ø		-te-n
Second Person	-te-st		-te-t
Third Person		-te-Ø		-te-n
Note that the first- and third-person singular forms take no personal ending in the past tense.  This no-ending pattern is represented in the chart above by the symbol “Ø” and is similar to modal verbs.  The full conjugation of the simple past tense of bestellen is as follows.
ich bestellte		wir bestellten
du bestelltest		ihr bestelltet
er/sie/es bestellte	S/sie bestellten
Study the past tense forms in the following sentences.
	Wir tanzten den ganzen Abend.			We danced the whole night.
	Ich machte damals eine Reise.			I made a trip at that time.
	Sie fragten den Lehrer.				They asked the teacher.
	Er bestellte Schweinebraten.			He ordered pork roast.
You may now complete Exercise A on the Simple/Narrative Past Worksheet
Variations in Personal Endings:  Additional e
When an infinitive stem ends in –d, -t, or in –m, -n preceded by a consonant other than –l or –r, an additional –e- is inserted before the past tense personal endings.  The addition of this –e- ensures that the tense marker will be heard clearly.  The pattern for such verbs is as follows.
		        SINGULAR	PLURAL
First Person		e-te-Ø		e-te-n
Second Person	e-te-st		e-te-t
Third Person		e-te-Ø		e-te-n
	Study the full conjugation and sentences that follow.
	ich arbeitete		wir arbeiteten
	du arbeitetest		ihr arbeitetet
	er/sie/es arbeitete	S/sie arbeiteten
		Er öffnete die Tür.			He opened the door.
		Wir badeten das Kind.		We bathed the child.
		Sie antworteten nicht.		They didn’t answer.
		Paul beobachtete den Vogel.		Paul observed the bird.
 Simple Past of Modal Verbs:  Along with the verbs sein, haben, and werden, the simple past forms of the modal verbs are in regular (conversational) usage, and not just reserved for narration.  The simple past of modal verbs is formed by taking the infinitive stem, dropping the umlaut if there is one, and then adding the past tense marker -te plus the past tense personal verb endings for weak verbs.  Study the following simple past tense conjugations.
         
              dürfen			       müssen			         können
ich durfte      wir durften	     ich musste   wir mussten        ich konnte     wir konnten
du durftest    ihr durftet	     du musstest  ihr musstet        du konntest   ihr konntet
er durfte        sie durften           er musste     sie mussten         er konnte       sie konnten
             mögen   			      wollen			        sollen
ich mochte    wir mochten        ich wollte     wir wollten	        ich sollte       wir sollten
du mochtest  ihr mochtet         du wolltest    ihr wolltet           du solltest     ihr solltet
er mochte      sie mochten         er wollte       sie wollten           er sollte         sie sollten
  
 Now complete exercise B on your simple past worksheet.






Strong Verbs
The past tense of strong verbs is marked by a stem vowel change rather than the tense marker -te used to show the past tense in weak verbs.  The simple past tense of strong verbs is formed by adding the past tense personal endings for strong verbs to the past tense stem
	Simple past of strong verbs = Past tense stem + Strong past tense personal endings
	The full pattern for the past tense personal endings of strong verbs is as follows.
			SINGULAR		PLURAL
First Person		- Ø			-en
Second Person	-st			-t
Third Person		- Ø			-en
	The full conjugation of the simple past tense of the strong verb bleiben is as follows:
		ich blieb	wir blieben
		du bliebst	ihr bliebt
		er blieb	sie blieben
Variations in Personal Endings
If the past tense stem ends in -d, -t, -ss (ß), -chs, an -e- is added between the stem and the personal endings of the second-person singular and plural, e.g. du schnittest, ihr schnittet.  However, these forms, as well as the second-person singular and plural of other verbs in the simple past, are rarely used.
If the past tense stem ends in -ie, the first- and third-personal plural endings are -n instead of -en.
	Wir schrien sehr laut.			We screamed very loudly.
	Warum schrien sie nicht?			Why didn't they scream?
Continue to exercise C on your simple past worksheet

Auxilliary Verbs sein, haben, werden
The use of the simple past tense of the auxiliary verbs sein (to be), haben (to have), werden (to become) (as well as the modal verbs) is not restricted to narration, as it is with other verbs.  All simple past forms of sein, haben, and werden are freely used in conversation.  The simple past forms of these verbs are irregular.

ich war	wir waren		ich hatte       wir hatten	ich wurde	wir wurden
du warst	ihr wart		du hattest    ihr hattet	du wurdest	ihr wurdet
er war		sie waren		er hatte        sie hatten	er wurde	sie wurden

Continue to exercise D, E, and F on your simple past worksheet
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