German 11
SuM G-10-6 Grammar Notes
Reflexive Verbs

A reflexive verb expresses that the action of the verb is both performed by and received by the subject, that is, the object of the verb is identical to the subject of the verb:  He amuses himself easily.  The object pronoun used to show this relationship is called a reflexive pronoun, because it refers or reflects back to the subject of the sentence or clause.
	In English, this relationship is often implied rather than expressly stated:  He is shaving (himself).  Many verbs and verb idioms in German require a reflexive pronoun (Er erholt sich.  He is getting better. / He is recovering.).  There are other verbs, however, that may be used both reflexively (Er amüsiert sich leicht.  He amuses himself easily.) and nonreflexively (Er amüsiert sein Enkelkind.  He amuses his grandchild.).
	In German, reflexive pronouns may be either in the accusative or the dative case, depending on the particular verb and how the reflexive pronoun functions within the sentence.  When the reflexive pronoun functions as a direct object, the accusative is generally used.

Here are some common reflexive verbs, some of which you have already met:
sich amüsieren – to enjoy/amuse onself		sich interessieren für – to be interested in
sich anziehen – to dress				sich baden – to bathe
sich ausziehen – to undress				sich waschen – to wash oneself
sich umziehen – to change clothes			sich duschen – to shower
sich entscheiden – to decide				sich rasieren – to shave
sich erinnern an – to remember			sich setzen – to sit down
sich freuen auf – to look forward to			sich erbrechen – to throw up
sich freuen über – to be glad about			sich unterhalten – to converse, enjoy oneself
sich legen – to lie down				sich verletzen – to hurt oneself

Accusative Reflexive Pronouns:  The accusative reflexive pronouns are identical to the accusative personal pronouns, except in the third person singular and plural forms and for the formal form of address Sie.
		Accusative Personal Pronouns		Accusative Reflexive Pronouns
ich		mich					mich			myself
du		dich					dich			yourself
er		ihn					sich			himself
sie		sie					sich			herself
es		es					sich			itself
wir		uns					uns			ourselves
ihr		euch					euch			yourselves
sie		sie					sich			themselves
Sie		Sie					sich			yourself/yourselves

Note that sich, the reflexive pronoun use with the formal form of address Sie, is not capitalized.

Study the following conjucation:
	ich wasche mich	wir waschen uns
	du wäscht dich	ihr wascht euch
	er wäscht sich		sie waschen sich

Examples:
	Er interessiert sich für klassiche Musik.	He is interested in classical music.
	Ich ziehe mich nicht aus.			I’m not getting undressed.
	Sie würden sich wohl an mich errinern.	They would remember me well.
	Wofür hast du dich entschieden?		What did you decide on?
	Ich dusche mich jeden Tag.			I shower every day.

The reflexive pronoun is placed as close as possible to the subject.  However, it never comes between a pronoun subject and the verb.
	Rasierst du dich jeden Tag?		Do you shave every day?
	Guten Appetit, und danke, dass Sie sich für Burger King entschieden haben.  
 Enjoy your meal, and thank you for choosing Burger King.

Reflexive Verbs and The Dative Case:
When a verb has a direct object in the accusative case, the reflexive pronoun is in the dative case.  This happens, for example, when you’re not just washing yourself, but your hands, or you’re not just getting dressed, you’re putting on a shirt.  I happens very frequently with body parts or when someone is doing something (the direct object) for oneself (the indirect object).

	Ich wasche mich.			I wash (myself).
	Ich wasche mir die Hände.		I’m washing my hands.
	Zieh dich an!				Get dressed!
	Zieh dir das neue Hemd an!		Put on the new shirt!
	Er hat sich ein neus Auto gekauft.	He bought himself a new car.
	Sie hat sich das Bein gebrochen.	She broke her leg.
	Hast du dir die Zähne geputzt?	Did you brush your teeth?

Dative Pronouns			Dative Reflexive Pronouns

mir		uns			mir		uns
dir		euch			dir		euch
ihm/ihr/ihm	I/ihnen			sich		sich
