G-3-2 Notizen

	Wichtige Vokabeln
	Weitere Nützliche Vokablen

	der Herbst, -e – fall/autumn
	der Regen – the rain

	besucht – visits
	die Hand, “-e – the hand

	es regent – it’s raining
	September – September

	gern (gerne) – gladly, likes to
	Oktober – October

	sieht fern – watches T.V.
	November – November

	kichert – giggles
	naja – umm, well...

	redet – talks, chats
	

	geht spazieren – goes for a walk
	


Notizen

Verb forms (conjugations)

Most verbs you have encountered this year in your readings and stories, have been either in the 3rd person singular (he/she/it) or plural (they).  But in classroom conversations, we have been using all of the forms.  When grammarians speak of a conjugated verb, one will often hear the terms 1st, 2nd, and 3rd person used as well as the verb being conjugated in either its singular or plural form.

Singular and plural, when applied to verbs, is easy to explain.  If the verb form is singular, just one person is doing the action of that verb.  If it’s plural, there’s more than one doer of the verb.


1st person singular corresponds to “I” and the plural is “we”.  2nd person is “you” and in the South, its plural is “y’all”.  3rd person is “he, she, or it” and its plural is “they”.


Below are the German pronouns corresponding to the example above.

	
	Singular
	Plural

	1st Person
	ich
	wir

	2nd Person
	du
	ihr

	3rd Person
	er/sie/es
	sie/Sie



And below are the English pronouns for the same example:

	
	Singular
	Plural

	1st Person
	I
	we

	2nd Person
	you
	“y’all”/ you guys

	3rd Person
	he/she/it
	they


Below are the endings German verbs will take for each person and number in the present tense.  First drop the final –en then add these endings:
	
	Singular
	Plural

	1st Person
	-e
	-en

	2nd Person
	-st
	-t

	3rd Person
	-t
	-en


Here are corresponding English endings:

	
	Singular
	Plural

	1st Person
	-
	-

	2nd Person
	-
	-

	3rd Person
	-s
	-


Example using kommen/to come:

	
	Singular
	Plural
	Singular
	Plural

	1st Person
	ich komme
	wir kommen
	I come
	we come

	2nd Person
	du kommst
	ihr kommt
	you come
	y'all come

	3rd Person
	er/sie/es kommt
	sie/Sie kommen
	he/she/it comes
	they come / you (formal) come


German example using besuchen/to visit:
	
	Singular
	Plural

	1st Person
	besuche
	besuchen

	2nd Person
	besuchst
	besucht

	3rd Person
	besucht
	besuchen


Sometimes an extra e is needed before an ending to ease pronunciation.  Here’s an example using the verb reden/to chat

	
	Singular
	Plural

	1st Person
	rede
	reden

	2nd Person
	redest
	redet

	3rd Person
	redet
	reden


There are also other verbs, known as stem-changing verbs, whose vowels will change slightly in their du and er/sie/es forms (2nd and 3rd person singular).  You have already met a few verbs like this, such as geben (gibt and werfen ( wirft.  This chapter contains another one in sieht fern.  The verb sehen is a stem-changing verb that.  Here is how it is conjugated:

	
	Singular
	Plural

	1st Person
	sehe
	sehen

	2nd Person
	siehst
	seht

	3rd Person
	sieht
	sehen


Conjugated Verb in the 2nd position:

English has rules of thumb.  Well, thumbs are easily broken.  German, on the other hand, has rules of FIST!  So we’ll call this one the Faustregel, or rule of fist.


In normal sentence structure (as apposed to dependant clauses), the conjugated verb will ALWAYS come in the 2nd position.  What constitutes the 1st position, however, may be more than one word, but everything in the 1st position should answer one question.  Such as wann, wer, wo, etc.  Examples:
Am Samstag gehe ich ins Kino. – On Saturday, I go to the movies.

Im Sommer schwimme ich viel.  – In the summer, I swim a lot.

Eines Tages bummelt Mike mit seinen drei Söhnen. – One day, Mike strolls with his three sons.

Zuerst gehe ich nach Hause, dann sehe ich fern. – First, I go home, then I watch television.

Use of „gern“:

Many sentences can be turned into „likeable“ sentences by adding the word „gern“ almost anywhere in the sentence.  It may also be used to answer a question.  Example:


Spielst du Karten? – Do you play cards?


Ja, gern(e)!
--  Yes (and I really like doing it too.)

Pronunciation of “z”:


The letter z is pronounced like ts.  You’ve heard this in class this chapter with the phrase geht spazieren.
