
EXAMPLES OF "AUTHENTIC" TASKS & ASSESSMENTS

*that can be used to assist students in monitoring their study/developing their study skill repertoire
· Making audio tapes to practice/check fluency

· Anecdotal records of outside work

· Book reports*

· Drawings and diagrams

· Favorite authors report

· Field trip reports

· Interviews

· Inventories of workplace items

· Investigations or research

· Journals

· Learning logs, reading logs

· Lists of books read

· Models with descriptions

· Open-ended problems

· Photographs and documentation

· Problem-solving activities

· Progress Reports

· Project reports

· Research papers

· Developing rubrics

· Self-evaluations

· Simulations

· Skits and role plays

· Student-selected best work: Portfolios**

· Teacher observations with rubric

· Writing samples

· Video tapes

· Work samples

*This activity and most others can take many forms: personal responses; summaries of main ideas; written or oral form; study circle or small group activity.
**This activity and similar ones can be in written form, collected in e-form, put on disk, or expressed/reported using PPT.
Following are sample rubric/checklist templates that you can use as is or customize to use with your class.  Just cut and paste those that interest you into another word document and edit or print as is. 

For a more in depth look at using authentic assessment in your classroom/program and direction on how to construct related tools, consider the following resource: Authentic Assessment for English Language Learners: Practical Approaches for Teachers.    
O’Malley, J. M. & Valdez Pierce, L. (1996).  Authentic assessment for English language learners: Practical approaches for teachers.  Addison-Wesley Publishing.
http://www.amazon.com/Authentic-Assessment-English-Language-Learners/dp/0201591510
Reading Skills/Strategies Checklist (Emergent Readers)  

	Student:

Instructor:


	Class:

School Year:



	Skill/Strategy
	Q1
	Q2
	Q3
	Q4

	Pre-Reader

	1. Tracks left/right, up/down
	
	
	
	

	2. Distinguishes upper/lower case
	
	
	
	

	3. Associates sound/symbol
	
	
	
	

	4. Begins to sound out words
	
	
	
	

	5. Can locate words in text
	
	
	
	

	6. Can read a few words
	
	
	
	

	Developing

	7. Begins to self-correct
	
	
	
	

	8. Begins using reading strategies
	
	
	
	

	9. Locates details in simple text
	
	
	
	

	10. Reads short, predictable text
	
	
	
	

	Reader

	11. Uses several reading strategies
	
	
	
	

	12. Identifies main idea
	
	
	
	

	13. Recognizes logical order
	
	
	
	

	14. Recognizes cause/effect
	
	
	
	

	15. Reads short, simple texts 
	
	
	
	

	Expanding

	16. Draws inferences
	
	
	
	

	17. Predicts outcomes
	
	
	
	

	18. Draws conclusions
	
	
	
	

	19. Recognizes paraphrasing
	
	
	
	

	20. Chooses to read
	
	
	
	

	21. Reads from a variety of sources
	
	
	
	


Story Retelling Checklist   

	Name:

Instructor:


	Date:

Class:



	Quarter:


	1
	2
	3
	4

	Text Difficulty:
	High predictability
	Moderate Predictability


	Advanced



	Response:
	Drawing/pictures
	Oral Response
	Written Response



	Performance Tasks
	Initiates
	Responds

to Prompts
	Comments

	Names main characters


	
	
	

	Describes setting


	
	
	

	Starts retelling at the beginning


	
	
	

	Identifies problem or issues


	
	
	

	Identifies major events


	
	
	

	Reports events in chronological order


	
	
	

	Describes resolution


	
	
	


Analytic Scoring Rubric for Writing Assessment   

	Domain Score
	Composing
	Style
	Sentence Formation
	Usage
	Mechanics

	4
	Focuses on central ideas with an organized and elaborated text
	Purposefully chosen vocabulary, sentence variety, information, and voice to affect reader
	Standard word order, no run-on sentences, completeness  (no sentence fragments), standard modifiers and coordinators, and effective transitions
	Standard inflections (e.g., plurals, possessives, -ed, -ing with verbs, and –ly with adverbs), subject-verb agreement (we were vs. we was) standard word meaning
	Effective use of capitalization. Punctuation, spelling, and formatting (starting a new paragraph)

	3
	Central idea, but not as evenly elaborated and some digressions
	Vocabulary less precise and information chosen less purposeful
	Mostly standard word order, some run-on sentences or sentence fragments
	Mostly standard inflections, agreement, and word meaning
	Mostly effective use of mechanics; errors do not detract from meaning

	2
	Not a focused idea or more than one idea, sketchy elaboration, and many digressions
	Vocabulary basic and not purposefully selected; tone flat or inconsistent
	Some non-standard word order, run-on sentences and word omissions (e.g., verbs) 
	Some errors with inflections, agreement and word meaning
	Some errors with spelling and punctuation that detract from meaning

	1
	No clear idea, little or no elaboration, many digressions
	Not controlled, tone flat, sentences halted or choppy
	Frequent non-standard word order, run-on sentences and word omissions
	Shifts from one tense to another; errors in conventions (them/those, good/well, double negatives, etc.)
	Misspells even simple words; little formatting evident


Portfolio Summary Sheet   

	Student:

Tutor:
	Date began w/ student:

Date finished w/ student:

	Required Contents
	School-Year 

	
	Q1

Nov. 15
	Q2

Feb 1
	Q3

Apr 15
	Q4

June 15

	1. Pre/post reading scores


	
	
	
	

	2. Pre/post oral

 
	
	
	
	

	3. Writing Samples


	
	
	
	

	Optional Contents



	1. Lists of books read


	
	
	
	

	2. Computer activity  inventory
	
	
	
	

	3. Checklists
	
	
	
	

	4. Student goal information


	
	
	
	

	5. Surveys


	
	
	
	

	6. Quizzes/tests


	
	
	
	

	7. Observation tools


	
	
	
	

	8. Presentations/Project based work
	
	
	
	

	Placement Test Scores

Reading:
	Oral:
	Writing/

Grammar:

	Recommended Placement



	Comments




Computer Skills Checklist: Level A

Student:





Instructor:

Class: 






Program Year:

	1. Correctly identifies components of a computer
	Yes
	No

	Learner correctly identifies:
	Mouse
	
	

	
	Monitor
	
	

	
	Keyboard
	
	

	
	Keys
	
	

	
	Computer Tower/CPU
	
	

	
	Floppy drive
	
	

	
	CD-ROM drive
	
	

	
	Printer
	
	

	
	Speakers
	
	

	
	Surge protector
	
	

	2. Turn on a computer
	Yes
	No

	Learner correctly:
	Turns on the tower/CPU
	
	

	
	Turns on the monitor
	
	

	
	Progresses through screen prompts to arrive at desktop
	
	

	3. Demonstrates use of the mouse functions
	Yes
	No

	Learner correctly:
	Moves the mouse pointer
	
	

	
	Clicks on the left mouse
	
	

	
	Double clicks on the left mouse button
	
	

	
	Clicks and drags an icon
	
	

	4. Identifies and navigates components of the desktop
	Yes
	No

	Learner correctly demonstrates two methods to open a program:
	Click on program icons
	
	

	
	Click on start menu & program list
	
	

	5. Correctly exits all programs
	Yes
	No

	Learner correctly demonstrates two methods for exiting a program:


	Click on file & move to exit
	
	

	
	Click on “X” to exit
	
	

	6. Correctly turns off/shuts down computer
	Yes
	No

	Learner correctly: 
	Clicks on start
	
	

	
	Moves the cursor to shut down
	
	

	
	Follows screen prompts to shut down
	
	

	
	Presses on/off button (if not automatic shut down)
	
	


Computer Skills Checklist: Level B

Student:





Instructor:

Class: 






Program Year:

	1. Troubleshoots computer problems
	Yes
	No

	 Learner verifies that:
	Surge protector is on
	
	

	
	Speakers and headphones are connected
	
	

	2. Open a word processing program 
	Yes
	No

	 The learner correctly:
	Uses Start button
	
	

	
	Uses All Programs menu to locate program
	
	

	
	Uses the program’s icon
	
	

	3. Create a simple text document
	Yes
	No

	 The learner correctly:
	Creates a simple text document
	
	

	
	Uses the shift key 
	
	

	
	Uses the arrow key
	
	

	
	Uses the space bar
	
	

	
	Uses the backspace key
	
	

	
	Uses the delete key
	
	

	4. Select text and alter appearance of text
	Yes
	No

	The learner selects correct tool bar icon to:
	Change the font style
	
	

	
	Change the font size
	
	

	
	Apply underlining
	
	

	
	Apply boldfacing
	
	

	
	Apply italicizing
	
	

	5. Save a document
	Yes
	No

	 The learner correctly:
	Clicks on the file menu
	
	

	
	Clicks on Save As
	
	

	
	Selects the hard drive or floppy (A) drive
	
	

	
	Names the file
	
	

	
	Clicks on Save
	
	

	6. View a document before printing
	Yes
	No

	  The learner correctly:
	Opens Print Preview
	
	

	
	Views the document
	
	

	
	Closes Print Preview
	
	

	
	 
	
	


	7. Print a document from the File menu 
	Yes
	No

	The learner correctly:
	Opens Print Option from File menu
	
	

	
	Selects appropriate print range to print
	
	

	
	Closes Print Preview
	
	

	8. Close a document  
	Yes
	No

	The learner correctly demonstrated two methods for closing a document:
	Click on File menu and move to close
	
	

	
	Click inside document “X” to close
	
	

	9. Explain the difference between a program and a document  
	Yes
	No

	The learner orally:
	Gives an example of a program
	
	

	
	Gives an example of a document
	
	


Self-Assessment of Reading Strategies  

	Name:


	Date:

	Check (() the box that indicates how you read.

	Reading Strategies
	Often
	Sometimes
	Never

	1. I think about what I already know about the topic.


	
	
	

	2. I make predictions and read to find out if I was right.


	
	
	

	3. I reread the sentences before and after the word I do not know.


	
	
	

	4. I ask another student for help.


	
	
	

	5. I look for the main idea.


	
	
	

	6. I take notes.


	
	
	

	7. I discuss what I read with others.


	
	
	

	8. I stop and summarize.


	
	
	

	9. I choose material to read on my own.


	
	
	

	10. I make outlines of what I read.


	
	
	


Self-Assessment of English Usage in the Tutoring Session   

Name:  _________________________________




Date:  __________________________________

· Using this assessment can help you monitor your use of English in class.

· How often did you do the following things in your session today?

· Put a check (() in the box that best describes your response and add comments.

	Task


	Rarely
	Sometimes
	Often
	Comments

	1. I listened closely to my tutor.


	
	
	
	

	2. I summarized what my tutor said.


	
	
	
	

	3. I asked for information.


	
	
	
	

	4. I gave information.


	
	
	
	

	5. I gave an opinion.


	
	
	
	

	6. I agreed or disagreed.


	
	
	
	

	7. I asked for clarification.


	
	
	
	


Self-Assessment of Oral Language Usage   

	Name
	Date

	Check (() the box that shows what you can do.  Add comments.

	What can you do in English?


	Difficulty Level
	Comments

	
	(
Not Very Well
	(
Ok
	(
Very Well
	

	1. I can ask questions in class.


	
	
	
	

	2. I can understand others when working in a group.


	
	
	
	

	3. I can understand television shows.


	
	
	
	

	4. I can speak with native speakers outside of school.


	
	
	
	

	5. I can talk on the phone.


	
	
	
	

	6. I can ask for an explanation.


	
	
	
	


Self-Assessment of Academic Language Functions (Oral and/or Written)   

	Name:
	Date:

	Check (() the box that best describes how well you can use English.  Add comments.

	Task
	(
Not 

Very Well
	(
Okay
	(
Very Well
	Comments

	1. I can describe objects and people.


	
	
	
	

	2. I can describe past events.


	
	
	
	

	3. I can listen to and understand radio programs.


	
	
	
	

	4. I can listen to and understand video and television.


	
	
	
	

	5. I can state an opinion.


	
	
	
	

	6. I can agree and disagree.


	
	
	
	

	7. I can summarize a story.


	
	
	
	

	8. I can give an oral report.


	
	
	
	


	Self Assessment of Writing Dimensions



	Name:                                                                                                             Date:



	Title of Work: 



	Genre:                Fiction                 Non-fiction                   Biography                       Autobiography



	Purpose and Organization

· I stated my purpose clearly.

· I organized my thoughts.

· My work has a beginning, middle and end.

· I chose words that helped make my point.

Word/Sentence Use

· I used some new vocabulary.

· I wrote complete sentences.

· I used correct subject/verb agreement.

· I used the past tense correctly.

Mechanics/Format

· I spelled words correctly.

· I used capitals to start sentences.

· I used periods and question marks correctly.

· I indented paragraphs.

Editing

· I read my paper out loud to my tutor.

· I asked my tutor to read my paper to me with corrections.





