The Story of Marina la Malinche

HISTORICAL LEGEND 

Hundreds of years ago, there lived a young girl named Marina la Malinche. The daughter of a great Indian warrior, she was believed to have been an Indian princess. Her early years were filled with joy and happiness. Her father, a wise man, was liked by all his people. To his beloved daughter, he passed on all the knowledge and skills he possessed. Marina learned quickly and always tried to please her father, whom she greatly respected. Her paradise, however, soon collapsed. Marina's father died and her mother chose another man to live with. This.man sold Marina to the great Aztec Indian leader, Montezuma.The Aztecs were a powerful Indian civilization inhabiting the area of what is now Mexico City. For hundreds of years, the Aztec people had passed on a belief that a fair skinned white god was to come to live with them. 

During that time, the Spaniards from the European continent were in pursuit of riches, wealth, new lands, and people to conquer. The man leading the Spanish quest was known as Hernando Cortes. He was a conquistador (conquer) reknowned for his flowmg, golden hair and light skinned complexion. Few soldiers of the Spanish nation commanded such loyalty from the men as Cortes. 

Cortes won approval from the Spanish leaders to go in search of land and riches with a small army and provisions. They sailed for months and finally arrived on the shores of what is now the nation of Mexico. They made their way, on foot, deep into uncharted territory in search of the great treasures rumored to exist. After a long and hard journey, they arrived in the valley of Tenochtitlarl (the Aztec name for their great city). 

The Aztec Indians, seeing the conquistadores astride horses, which they had never before seen, immediately believed them to be "gods." Cortes, with his fair skin and long, flowing, golden hair, was thought to be the special god they had been waiting for. Consequently, they opened the city to the "gods" and tried to please them as best they could. 

One day, Cortes was having great difficulty communicating with a tribe from an area where no one was familiar with the language. He grew very impatient. Montezuma, not wanting to displease his "god," called on Marina in hopes of calming Cortes. Cortes was impressed with her great beauty and ability to communicate in different Indian languages. Soon she proved indispensable as an adviser and interpreter to Cortes. She was no longer just an Indian maiden but had an important connection to the fair-skinned"gods. " 

Marina, falsely believing that she was assisting her "god, " played an important role in the eventual Spanish conquest of the Aztecs. Montezuma was put to death by Cortes and the Indians were imprisoned as slaves to work in the mines. 

After the conquest, Cortes, having no more use for Marina, married her off to one of his Spanish officers. They lived in Mexico City. Marina refused to believe that her beloved "god" had used her for personal gain. Her heart was broken forever and she refused to live without Cortes. She spent her remaining days grieving and searching for Cortes near the waters. She never gave up the hope that one day her beloved "god" would once again need her. Together they would become one and never be separated again. Cortes died in 1547. 

People in many parts of the world, especially Mexico, remember her as an Indian maiden who betrayed her people to the Spaniards. It is also believed that the legend of La Llorona originated from Marina la Malinche.

