Hacer in Time Expressions

Hace and hacía are often used to express the ideas of for (duration), since and ago.

The basic structure of the time expression is:

Hacer + time expression + que + verb (present, imperfect, preterite).

The table below illustrates the structure.

	
	Hacer
	time expression
	que
	verb*
	

	*Present: affirmative

                 negative
	Hace


	dos años


	que


	estudio en Valdosta.


	I have been studying in Valdosta for two years.

(I have studied in Valdosta for two years.)



	
	Hace
	dos años
	que
	no vemos a Adela.
	It has been two years since we saw Adela.

(We have not seen Adela for two years.)

	*Imperfect: affirmative

                     negative
	Hacía
	dos años
	que
	yo esudiaba en Valdosta.
	I had been studying in Valdosta for two years.

(I had studied in Valdosta for two years.)

	
	Hacía 
	dos años
	que
	no veíamos a Adela.
	It had been two years since we saw Adela.

(We had not seen Adela for two years.)

	*Preterite
	Hace
	dos años
	(que)
	estudié en Valdosta
	I studied in Valdosta two years ago.
(It has been two year since I studied in Valdosta.


Note:
Sometimes the que is omitted, particularly when the preterite is used. Also, particularly with the preterite, the structure is

changed, putting the hacer + time expression at the end of the sentence and omitting the que:
            Estudié en Valdosta hace dos años.

If the que is used, the hacer structure must come before the verb.
             Hace dos años (que) estudié en Valdosta.

