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Bay Mills Community College
Winter 2010
EN111 College Composition (4 credits)

Class: Section 11: Mon,Tue,Wed, Thurs 8:00 - 8:50 a.m. 	Room: Mikanuk 103
	  		
Course description: EN111 is a course on writing for success in college. The skills  acquired in this class will help you succeed in your other classes here at Bay Mills, and, if you plan to continue your studies, in a four-year institution. College classes generally require you to prove your learning by writing. In addition to short answers and extended answers on tests, you will be asked to write essays, summary reports, response papers and researched papers.
	The course focuses on the academic essay, and practices the thinking and writing skills that are essential for communicating ideas clearly. It emphasizes careful attention to the organization of your thoughts, as well as sentence logic, punctuation, grammar and spelling.

Prerequisites:     Appropriate scores on placement test, or a C or better in EN105/106.
Corequisite: 	 CS112-Introduction to Computers.
(Accomplishment of prerequisites will be checked in the first week of classes.)

Instructor: Ildikó Melis			
Phone: (906)-248-3354   Ext. 8411
E-mail: imelis@bmcc.edu
				
Office hours: M,W,T,Th 9:00-10:00 a.m, M,W 2:00-3:00 p.m., T,Th 3:00-4:00 p.m., or 
	by appointment Office: Lower Library

Required materials: 
Arlov, P. (2009). Wordsmith. A Guide to College Writing. Fourth edition. New Jersey: Pearson/Prentice Hall. )allH

Paper to write on, organizers (binders, folders); pens and pencils; flash drive to back up work.
 
Supplementary materials:  Quizzes for practice, models for writing or explanations for assignments will be regularly available at this site: http://www.quia.com/pages/imelis/page8 
Learner outcomes:  By the end of the semester, in pieces of approximately  500 to 1,000 words long, students will be able to
· engage in process writing, brainstorming ideas  and outlining before writing the first draft as well as revising and editing  the first draft, with an emphasis on coherency and grammatical accuracy 
· write five-paragraph (minimum) expository essays of increasing length and using a variety of organizational patterns, on a specific topic that challenges student thinking and is relevant to the college context
· process-write academic essays in limited time spans ranging from two weeks to two hours
· paraphrase the ideas of other writers
· edit  their writing for standard grammar, mechanics and punctuation, employing simple, compound and complex sentences
· write a high number of informal pieces of in-class, reflective writing (journaling), always on a specific topic
· utilize technology to produce appropriately formatted college papers

Inclusion of Native Culture: Developing an appreciation for cultural differences among peers, both in and outside the workplace, is a valuable skill for students. The mission statement of Bay Mills Community College affirms its objective of fostering “a spirit of pride in Native American language, culture, and history through participation in classes and cultural activities.” Honoring this objective, students in this class are encouraged to incorporate their knowledge of the Anishnaabe culture and values in their research and inquiry.
In addition, attending cultural events, potlucks, etc. offered by the college is recommended and may be followed by a related assignment.	 

Disability Accommodations: Students with documented disabilities should inform the teacher within the first two weeks of classes. In compliance with BMCC policy and equal access laws, reasonable accommodations and services will be provided if requests are made in a timely manner. Contact the Disability Services Coordinator, Kelly Bedell, Administration Bldg., Room 124,  or call 248-8432. 

Writing in the 21st century increasingly involves multiple media (sound, picture, video, or animation) and multiple/global audience. In other words, writing is no longer an isolated act within the confines of a classroom and accomplished for the sole purpose of getting a good grade from the teacher. Instead, writing serves the purpose of informing others about what we know, learn, feel and value. To incorporate this idea in our writing class, in EN111 you may be asked to post drafts and feedback on a website that currently is shared with the College of the Marshall Islands. More on these assignments will be announced in class. The welcome page of this project is available at
http://sites.google.com/a/student.bmcc.edu/bmcc-cmi-learning-community/

	In addition,  http://www.quia.com/pages/imelis/page8  will regularly contain supplementary practice materials, quizzes, models and explanations to help your learning.



Cellular Phones and Electronics: No cellular phones, electronic devices such as MP3 players, palm pilots, notebooks or laptops will be allowed in the classroom unless specifically called for by the instructor.  If there is a circumstance that requires you to have your cell phone on please inform the instructor before class and turn off your ringer.  If your cell phone rings in class, you may be asked to leave.

Plagiarism and Cheating: BMCC instructors reserve the right to fail a student for cheating on any assignment, or for copying the work of others. Students who cheat or plagiarize may be disciplined by the BMCC Administrative Board.  
	“Plagiarism is unacknowledged use of the ideas, words and images (print or electronic media) of others that are not public knowledge whether or not the intent is to present it as your own” (BMCC Student Handbook p. 8). This is a serious matter in college that might jeopardize your success and future career; therefore, it is very important to make sure that all your submitted work reflects your own effort and your sources of information are properly documented. For details of penalties, read the BMCC Student Handbook carefully. As you take more college level classes, you will learn more about the technical details of representing borrowed words or ideas in your writing. When in doubt, ask for advice.

Transferability: Bay Mills Community College participates in the Michigan Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admission Officers (MACRAO) Agreement. (See page 25 of the 2008-2010 BMCC Catalog for a complete explanation). EN111 fits into the MACRAO agreement and has been articulated with Lake Superior State University and Northern Michigan University. It is always wise, however, to check with the college or university you intend to transfer to, in order to make sure that the school and program will accept this course with full transfer credit. 

Distribution of grades:
   	Essay #1: Progressive assignment							10
	Essay #2: Giving examples (mixed type) 					10
Essay #3: Definition 									15
Essay #4: Selected  mode:	Comparison 	  				15
Essay #5: Summary of an article 							10			Informal writing assignments (in-class)						20 
Grammar (6 exercises=5  and 6 quizzes=10)			15
Grammar presentation				   		  	 5__
TOTAL  	            	         100
Attendance, deadlines, incomplete: 
· Attendance is a critical component of success in college. In accordance with BMCC attendance policy, successful completion of EN111 requires that you attend at least 70% (42 out of 60) of all class meetings. More than nine (15%) absences may, eighteen (30%) or more absences will cause you to fail this class. EN111 includes a lot of in-class discussion, group work and writing. I will do my best to make sure every time the class meets, we do and learn something together that is fun, exciting or at least challenging. You do not want to miss all that!
  	In the event of unavoidable absence, BMCC encourages students to call 	either the teacher or the Student Services representative. If you miss class, it is 	your responsibility to make up for missed work and to turn in 	assignments. Communication with your teacher is crucial: call, e-mail, or talk to 	me after class if you need extra time or help as soon as possible. Working hard is 	a good thing, and it does not 	have to be a struggle. If it feels like it is, ask for help 	before it may be too late to meet all requirements and earn the grade you want 	and deserve in this class. 

· Tutoring is available on campus for everyone who needs extra practice with grammar or help with revision or any other technical aspect of shaping a draft.  Working hard is a good thing, and it does not have to be a struggle. If it feels like it is, ask for help before it may be too late to meet all requirements and earn the grade you want and deserve in this class. Remember that teachers and staff at BMCC are dedicated to supporting your efforts to succeed.

· Snow days: In case BMCC is closed down for severe weather, you are assumed to follow the syllabus and work on the next assignment we would have covered in class as best as you can. If you have Internet access, check the supplementary class page at  http://www.quia.com/pages/imelis/page8 for updates and specific instructions.  Be advised  that if we fall behind with the material because of the snow day(s), extra class meetings may be convened at the end of the semester. 

· Deadlines  set useful practical limitations to the writing process. All assignments should be turned in the week they are due, or, in case of legitimate absence, the week after the absence, or on a date specified on your extension card.  Assignments that miss the deadline may not earn you credit in this class, and points will be taken off for lateness (10% a day after due date). 

· Incomplete: In order to get an incomplete, you need to have completed at least 70% of the class work, and request that your instructor consider incomplete as an option, based on your special circumstances and good standing (B or higher grade) in the class. No incomplete will be granted simply for missing class, or not making the grade you wished to earn.

Grade scale	
	A
	A-
	B+
	B
	B-
	C+
	C

	100-95

	94-90

	89-87

	86-84

	83-80
	79-77

	76-74



C-=73-70; D+=69-67; D=66-64; D-=63-60   Less than a D-=no credit

Reminder: In order to get into the next level of writing classes (EN112), you need to earn C or higher grade in this class.



Weekly Schedule
(Minor changes may be announced in class during the semester)


	THEME: Learning to be a writer, writing to be a learner

	
	
	
	
	

	Week 1

1/11M
1/12T
1/13W
1/14Th
	CH 1: The Writing Process  (1-20)[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Page numbers are from Wordsmith, fourth edition (yellow). Those who have the third edition (blue) will be given help to find pages in class.] 

	“Me and my writing”
sample essay
due 1/14



	syllabus 
responsibilities
overview of assignments
personal and expository writing
learning about the writing process
	3 ideas you found interesting in Chapter 1
Discussion on Tuesday
Writing on Wednesday

	Week 2

1/18M
1/19T
1/20W
1/21Th
	CH 2: Preparing to Write (23-37)[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Page numbers are from Wordsmith, fourth edition (yellow). Those who have the third edition (blue) will be given help to find pages in class.] 





	STEP 1: Select your topic 

	Informal writing: response to reading (in-class)

Jumpstarting brainstorming: Cell Phones

brainstorming
free writing
clustering
	3 important ideas from the reading

	Week 3

1/25M
1/26T
1/27W
1/28Th
	CH 3: Building a Framework (39-59)

CH 4: 
Introducing the Essay (61-71)
	STEP 2: Write a thesis and outline for selected topic (58-59)

STEP 3: Introduction
(71-72)
	Introduction to writing  as a process
outlining
thesis and order
· emphatic
· sandwich
· chronology
	GR: CH 20: Parallel structure (401-409)

	Week4

2/1M
2/2T
2/3W
2/4Th
	CH 5: Developing Body Paragraphs 
(73-98)
	STEP 4: Write your body paragraphs 
	types of introduction
· narrow-broad
· quote
· contrast
· anecdote
linking, transitions

	GR: CH 20: Parallel structure (401-409)

	Week 5

2/ 8M
2/ 9T
2/10W
2/11Th
	CH 6:
Concluding the Essay 
(101-111)

CH 7:
Revising, Proofreading, Formatting
(111-125)
	STEP 5: Write your conclusion
(109)
STEP 6: Feedback and revision workshop 
Essay #1: First draft due 2/10W (folder)
	· recommendation
· prediction
· full-circle
· quote
sermons
starchy prose

revision 
editing
proofreading
formatting
constructive feedback
effective revision
	GRAMMAR BACKTRACK: words, phrases, clauses and sentences

	Week 6

2/15M
2/16T
2/17W
2/18Th
	CH 8: Showing and Telling: Description, Narration, Example
(127-163)
	Essay #1: Final draft due 
1/18Th

Choose topic for Essay #2: Illustration
	telling or showing
making a point
conflict
selective details
sequence
	CH14:Subject-verb agreement
Review exercises  (305-315)




	
	
	
	
	

	Week 7
2/22M
2/23T
2/24W
2/25Th


	CH 8: Showing and Telling: Description, Narration, Example
(127-163)
	Informal writing: response to reading


Outline

	Select topic for essay 2
	CH14:Subject-verb agreement
Quiz  (305-315)

	
SPRING BREAK February 28-March 7

	Week 9
3/8M
3/9T
3/10 W
3/11Th

	CH 8: Showing and Telling: Description, Narration, Example
(127-163)
	Workshop on Essay #2
First draft due: 3/10W

	
	CH18: Pronoun Issues Practice
(361-382)

	

	Week 10
3/15M
3/16T
3/17W
3/18Th
	CH 9: Limiting and Ordering: Definition,  
Process
	Final draft of Essay 2#: 
3/15M


Pick up topic for Essay #3: Definition
(187-188)
	basis(underlying principle)
overlap
distance between categories and misfits
	CH18: Pronoun Issues Quiz
(361-382)



	Week 11
3/22M
3/23T
3/24W
3/25Th
	CH 9: Limiting and Ordering: Definition,  
Process
	Outline 

Workshop on Essay #3
First draft 3/24W
	Informal writing on reading
	CH 16: Sentence Fragments Practice
(335-350)

	Week 12
3/29M
3/30T
3/31W
4/  1Th
	CH 10: Examining Logical Connections: Comparison-Contrast /Cause-Effect
Argument
	Topic for Essay #4: Cause and effect

Final draft of Essay #3 due: 
3/29M
	


	CH 16: Sentence Fragments Practice
(335-350)



	
	
	
	
	

	Week 13
4/5M
4/6T
4/7W
4/8Th
	
CH 10: Examining Logical Connections: 
Comparison contrast
	Outline

Workshop on Essay #4
First draft  due 4/7W


	Cause and effect

Informal writing: response to reading
	CH 15: Run-ons and Comma Splices Practice
(319-334)

	Week 14

4/12M
4/13T
4/14W
4/15Th

	CH 10: Examining Logical Connections: Comparison-Contrast /Cause-Effect
Argument
	

	summary
paraphrasing
quoting
fair citation
	CH 15: Run-ons and Comma Splices Test
(319-334)

	Week 15

4/19M
4/20T

4/21W
4/22Th
	CH 11: Writing a Summary (233-244)
Do not read brief guide to MLA.
Select one of the 4 readings from handout
	Final draft of Essay #4 is due: 4/19M

Outline

	Select article for summary
(copies will be distributed in class)

	Grammar presentations
CH 22: Commas 
(433-443)

	Week16
4/26M
4/27T
4/28W
4/29Th

	CH 11: Writing a Summary (233-244)
Do not read brief guide to MLA.
	Workshop on Summary Essay #5
First draft due: 4/28W

	APA Reference section
	Grammar presentations
CH 22: Commas 
(433-443)
Commas Quiz

	
5/3 
5/7
	FINALS WEEK
	Summary Essay #5
Final draft due: 5/3M 
	
	




Grammar work: In EN111, it is assumed that you have already covered the basic elements of English grammar, usage and mechanics at some point. The six assigned chapters will give you a review of 
· parallelism (Ch 20)
· subject-verb agreement (Ch 14) 
· pronoun agreement, reference and point of view (Ch 18) 
· fragments (Ch16) 
· run-ons/comma splices (CH15) and 
· comma usage (Ch22). 
Any other work that you may need to review (apostrophes, capitalization etc.) should be done individually as needed, or might be selected for grammar presentation. 
On week 15-16, everyone will prepare a short grammar presentation, designing a creative way of explaining a grammar point to an unknowing audience. Posters, Power Point or any other form of visual illustration are welcome. Presentations will be graded on preparation, content and creativity.

Extra credit is not commonly used in college level classes, especially not as a grade booster. If I see that the class is struggling with a concept, I will provide extra work for practice and add the grade to the class requirement accordingly. You may want to rewrite one of the 5 major essay assignments to raise your grade after making a revision plan that shows your understanding of what needs to be improved. No make-up, re-write or extra-credit work will be accepted after Week 14 (December 1, 2009).

Length and format: At EN111 level, you should be prepared to write short essays (500-1000 words, or 2-3 pages). The progressive assignment will help you build up your skills. For formatting guidelines, we will use pp.122-124 of your course book. Points will be taken off for fancy font style, unusual font size, incorrect spacing or missing page information. If you need help with computer issues, please ask for support.
	Also, you are required to back up your work on your flash drive, keep hard copies in folder, and in general, keep and file your own work with care and respect.


GRADE SHEET EN 111  STUDENT: 				

______________________________________				

Me, and my writing	  			____________														

Informal writing assignments (20): ______  ______  ______  ______ 

______ _____ _____ ______ ______ ______ _____ ______			Points

Informal writing average: _____								_____


Checkmarks: ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___


Essay #1: Progressive assignment	(10)	Grade: _____ 				_____			 
Essay #2: Giving examples (mixed type) (10)	Grade: _____			_____		
Essay #3: Definition (15) Grade:	_____						_____			
Essay #4: Cause-Effect  (15) Grade: _____					_____

Essay #5: Summary of an article (10) Grade: _____					_____
	
Grammar Exercises (5) Average: _____							_____

_____ _____ _____ _____ _____ ______							

Quizzes (10) Average: _____

_____ _____ _____ _____ _____ ______						_____
		
Grammar presentation (5): ______								_____


MIDTERM SCORE/GRADE:____________ TOTAL: _________ CLASS GRADE: 
					     

8

7
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