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EN112 – Review of learning
 Read carefully Robert Atwan’s “The persuasive writer: expressing opinions with clarity, confidence and civility” 
	What is  America Now?
· What are the main sources of articles in the book?
· What are “op-ad” and “social marketing”?
· Why is it important to participate in discussions?
· How are we supposed to read these articles?
· Why do we have to pay attention to what others are saying?


	

	What are opinions?
· What are opinions?
· How are opinions and facts different?
· Is one person’s opinion as good as another’s? Why?
· Is your opinion important? Why?


	







	How do we form opinions?
Explain and give example of each:
· inherited opinion
· involuntary opinion
· adaptive opinion
· concealed opinion
· linked opinion
· considered opinion

	

	Explain the 6 basic rules of participating in class discussion:
· active speaking role
· attentive listening
· examination of all sides
· suspension of judgment
· abusive language or insults
· being prepared




	







	From Discussion to Writing
· How does discussion of readings help writing? (Mention 3 ideas from the passage!)






	

	The practice of writing
· According to Atwan, what does it take to improve your writing?
· What are two activities that Atwan compares writing to?





	

	What is “correct English”?
· Who knows correct English?
· What has a pound of peppers got to do with standard American English?
· How and when do we learn the rules of correct English?





	

	Writing as a Public Activity
· What is one wrong idea many people have about writing?
· What makes writing a public activity?






	

	How do we support opinions?
· Authority (experts)
· Statistics
· Examples
· Personal experience
· Possible consequences





	

	Visual expression of opinion
How can  a picture express opinion? What is
· staging
· echoing 
· angle
· catching an embarrassing moment
· doctoring a picture
· misleading captions





	

	Writing as empowerment
· What are some written texts that changed the world? How?
· How quickly can writing affect change in the world?
· Can you as a student writer affect change in the world through writing? How?
	

	Let’s look at Kati Mather’s essay, “The many paths to success—with or without college education”
· What is Kati’s main point or thesis?
· How does she support her thesis?
· How does her personal experience support (or not) her thesis?
· Do you find Kati’s essay persuasive? Why? How is your opinion on this matter different?
	



