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Bay Mills Community College
Winter 2010
EN112  Content Area Composition and Research (4 credits)
 
		Section 11:  T, Th         	10:00 -   11:50 a.m.	Room: Mikanuk 119
		Section 12:  M,W       	12:00 -     1:50 p.m.	Room: Mikanuk 119
		Section 13:  T, Th		  1:00 -	     2:50 p.m.	Room: Mikanuk 103	
Instructor: 
Name: Ildikó Melis
Phone: (906)-248-3354 Ext. 8411		Office: Lower  Library      E-mail: imelis@bmcc.edu
Office hours: M,T,W,Th 9:00-10:00 a.m. and M,W 2:00-3:00 p.m.,  and T,Th 3:00-4:00 p.m.,
		 or by appointment

Course description: EN112 is about researching academic or professional topics and stating them in your own words. Combining ideas from different sources and explaining them clearly and with sufficient depth to demonstrate the learning and conclusive insight will be emphasized in every assignment, since these are essential to writing a paper for a college class. The overall purpose of this course is to give you the thinking and writing tools to succeed in higher level college classes at BMCC and transfer universities.
Students finishing EN112 are required to pass the BMCC Writing Competency Exam with a C or higher grade. Therefore, the class will include a lot of  (graded and ungraded) practice assignments with feedback on your strengths and weaknesses.

Transferability: Bay Mills Community College participates in the Michigan Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admission Officers (MACRAO) Agreement. (See page 25 of the 2008-2010 BMCC Catalog for a complete explanation). EN112 fits into the MACRAO agreement and has been articulated with Lake Superior State University and Northern Michigan University. It is always wise, however, to check with the college or university you intend to transfer to, in order to make sure that the school and program will accept this course with full transfer credit. 

Prerequisites: EN111 with a C or better.
		   CS112
Accomplishment of prerequisites will be checked in the first week of classes.
To take EN219, EN256 or BU193, you must have a grade C or higher in EN112.
Required Materials: 
[image: ]  Atwan, R. (Ed.). (2009). America now. (8th ed.). Boston: Bedford/St.Martin’s.
[image: ] 	  Hacker, D. (2008). A pocket style manual. (5th ed.). Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s.
And access to: http://www.quia.com/pages/imelis/page7

Disability Accommodations: Students with documented disabilities should inform the teacher within the first two weeks of classes. In compliance with BMCC policy and equal access laws, reasonable accommodations and services will be provided if requests are made in a timely manner. Contact the Disability Services Coordinator, Kelly Bedell, Administration Bldg., Room 124,  or call 248-8432. 
 
Plagiarism and Cheating: BMCC instructors reserve the right to fail a student for cheating on any assignment, or for copying the work of others. Students who cheat or plagiarize may be disciplined by the BMCC Administrative Board.  
	“Plagiarism is unacknowledged use of the ideas, words and images (print or electronic media) of others that are not public knowledge whether or not the intent is to present it as your own” (BMCC Student Handbook p. 8). This is a serious matter in college that might jeopardize your success and future career; therefore, it is very important to make sure that all your submitted work reflects your own effort and your sources of information are properly documented. For details of penalties, read the BMCC Student Handbook carefully. In EN112, you will learn more about the technical details of professionally representing borrowed words or ideas in your writing. When in doubt, always ask for advice.

Cellular Phones and Electronics: No cellular phones, electronic devices such as MP3 players, 
palm pilots, notebooks or laptops will be allowed in the classroom unless specifically called for by the instructor.  If there is a circumstance that requires you to have your cell phone on, please inform the instructor before class and turn off your ringer. [image: cellphone] If your cell phone rings in class, you may be asked to leave.

Writing Across the Curriculum:  One objective of Bay Mills Community College is to ensure  that students enter their selected  professional or academic area with good reading and writing skills. Students in EN112 are encouraged to work on research projects that fit the professional or academic field of their interest.

Attendance, Incomplete Policy and Deadlines: Attendance and class participation are critical in developing a thorough understanding of the material covered in this course.  BMCC policy states that seventy percent (70%) attendance is required to receive a grade of C or better. This means that if you miss 8 or more classes, you cannot receive a passing grade.   
	Grades of incomplete will only be given under exceptional circumstances, and only if the student has completed 70% of course requirements with a passing (C or higher) grade. Progress reports will be distributed prior to the last day (March 26, 2010) to drop class with a “W.”

· In the event of unavoidable absence, BMCC encourages students to call either the 
teacher or the Student Services representative. If you miss class, it is your 	responsibility  to make up for missed work and to turn in assignments. Good 	communication with your teacher is crucial: call, e-mail, or talk to me after class if you 	need 	extra time or help as soon as possible. 

· Tutoring is available on campus for everyone who needs more detailed review of the writing process or any other technical aspect of shaping a draft.  Working hard is a good thing, and it does not have to be a struggle. If it feels like it is, ask for help before it may be too late to meet all requirements and earn the grade you want and deserve in this class. Remember that teachers and staff at BMCC are dedicated to supporting your efforts to succeed.
. 
· Snow days: In case BMCC is closed down for severe weather, you are assumed to follow the syllabus and work on the next assignment we would have covered in class as best as you can. If you have Internet access, check the supplementary class page at http://www.quia.com/pages/imelis/page7  for updates and specific instructions. If we fall behind with the material because of the snow day(s), we may need to arrange for extra class meetings at the end of the semester. 

Inclusion of Native Culture: Developing an appreciation for cultural differences among peers, both in and outside the workplace, is a valuable skill for students. The mission statement of Bay Mills Community College affirms its objective of fostering “a spirit of pride in Native American language, culture, and history through participation in classes and cultural activities.” Honoring this objective, students in this class are encouraged to incorporate their knowledge of the Anishnaabe culture and values in their research and inquiry.
In addition, attending cultural events, potlucks, etc. offered by the college is recommended and may be followed by a related assignment.	

Learner Outcomes:  By the end of this semester, in pieces of approximately 600 to 2,500 words long, students will be able to 
· engage in process writing, with an emphasis on synthesizing researched information through brainstorming, outlining, drafting and revising
1. engage in critical thinking, evaluating  ideas and formulating arguments
1. write expository  and persuasive essays on specific topics that challenge student thinking and are relevant to the social sciences, technology,  business  and humanities
1. process write academic essays in limited time spans, ranging from two weeks to two hours
1. appropriately paraphrase and credit other writers’ ideas 
1. revise their drafts using the International Intellectual Standards 
1. edit their writing for grammar, mechanics and punctuation
1. cite sources, using APA-style in-text citation and reference page format
1. write a significant number of informal pieces of reflective writing (journaling), always on a specific topic or in response to short readings. These should be written largely in-class.
	Major Essay Assignments												
	Essay  #1:  
documented
	Summary and response to B. Skwareczki, “Mad science: Deconstructing bunk reporting in 5 easy steps” (pp.149-160)
	800-1,000 words
	expository
	10%

	Essay #2: documented 
	Summary and response to your selected reading from America now

	1,300-1,500 words
	expository
	15%

	Essay #3: documented research
	Research on a selected topic from 
America now
	1,500-2,000
Words
	expository/persuasive
	15%

	Essay #4: 
documented research 
	Research on an independent topic
	1,500-2,500
Words
	expository/persuasive
	20%

	
	
	
	
	




Minor Assignments
	Grammar quizzes
	See study sheet
	12 grades will be averaged
	10%

	Grammar survey
	Higher score will be used
	
	 5%

	In-class assignments (graded and ungraded)
	Several smaller writing assignments will be done in-class. 
	All individual grades will be averaged, including percentage of ungraded work.
	10%

	Power Point/poster presentation of final project

	On week 14, every student will share a project with class (pair or group work is encouraged)
	
	 5%

	Essay #5:
in-class
	800-1,200
	 expository
	10%



Grade scale	
	A
	A-
	B+
	B
	B-
	C+
	C

	100-95

	94-90

	89-87

	86-84

	83-80
	79-77

	76-74




C-=73-70; D+=69-67; D=66-64; D-=63-60   

To take EN219, EN256 or BU193, you must have a grade C or higher in EN112.
Assignments, Grammar, Final, Format and Extra Credit

[image: http://www.youmeworks.com/Resources/toolbox.gif]Your current “writer’s toolbox”

Two summary and response essay assignments  will be devoted to summary writing and critical response to written material, which are essential components of researched essays. These and the minor writing assignments leading up to them will give you an opportunity to review your writing process and sharpen your pre-writing, outlining and revision tools already in your writer’s toolbox.

[image: http://www.linuxdevices.com/files/misc/oap_complete_bot.jpg]  Cool new tools: The documented research essay!

Two documented research essays will persuade by the power of credible information gained from print and electronic sources. The documented research essay follows a logical outline, presents a sensible argument and incorporates print, electronic or oral sources with professional competence and responsibility. 
	Your book covers 8 topics of current public interest to read, do research and talk about: obesity, genetic enhancement, racial dialogue, education today, new political reforms, class struggle, immigration and climate crises. For Essay #4, you can expand your scope and select a topic for research from other areas of your interest, e.g., organic production, health insurance, harmful or unsafe products, etc. 
	Both documented research essays will require you to present a persuasive argument.

Length and format: Given the level and complexity of your work, the major assignments should be at least 3, but more realistically 5 pages long. If you are incorporating 5 sources of information, properly summarized, introduced and linked to each other, this length will not be hard to achieve. In addition, the persuasive assignment will require more involved crafting of your own position on the researched material, and that will increase the amount of words you will need to do so, too. 
	For the informal in-class assignments, 600-1,000 words is the expectation. We will review several techniques of improving clarity and coherence by adding examples, explanations and creating transitions. These techniques will help you write more and with more power.
	In accordance with departmental policy, all papers must be turned in as hard copy.
	The researched and documented essays will follow the APA-style both in layout and citation format. For all issues of style, grammar, layout and formatting, we will follow Diana Hacker’s style manual. Essay #3 and #4 will include an abstract and a cover page.

Writing in the 21 century increasingly involves multiple media (sound, picture, video, or animation) and multiple/global audience. In other words, writing is no longer an isolated act within the confines of a classroom and accomplished for the sole purpose of getting a good grade from the teacher. Instead, writing serves the purpose of informing others about what we know, learn, feel and value. To incorporate this idea in EN112, you will be asked to put together a presentation that best represents learning in this class and post it on a website that currently is shared with the College of the Marshall Islands. 
http://sites.google.com/a/student.bmcc.edu/bmcc-cmi-learning-community/

Grammar and usage: EN112 will not systematically cover topics of grammar and usage, and it is assumed that you are already familiar with the major problem areas (parallelism, fragments, run-ons/comma splices, agreement issues, comma usage), but may need more practice with advanced topics (modifiers, relative clauses, sentence variety, transitional elements, additional punctuation marks). A diagnostic test will be given on week one to help you find out where your weaknesses are. You will make an individualized plan to cover 3 areas of grammar by doing practice assignments and a quiz on each.

Finals: Final exam will consist of a timed in-class essay, the BMCC Writing Competency Exam, administered on week 14. Passing grade on this exam is required for passing EN112. Students who will need time extension on this exam should sign up by Week 10 to schedule time and place for extended exam.  

Extra credit is not customary at this level of college writing, but occasionally I announce opportunities for extra practice or work. In addition, students can rework one of the five major essay assignments for higher grade after we agree on a revision plan.  No re-write for higher grade is accepted after week 13. 


Weekly Course Outline
(As the semester progresses, assignments may be deleted, added or changed to accommodate student needs and snow days; notice will be provided)
	Weeks
	Topics covered in class

	Assignments to prepare or finish (homework) 

	Week 1
1/11M   1/13W
1/12 T   1/14Th
	· Introduction, review of syllabus
· Grammar Quiz: Before
	handout
 

	Week 2
1/18M   1/20W
1/19T    1/21Th

	· Discussion of “The persuasive writer” 
· Practicing good class discussion  (pp.9-11) 
	The persuasive writer (Atwan, pp. 1-52) 

	Week 3 
First draft of Essay #1 is due[footnoteRef:1] 1/25 M   1/27W   [1:  First due date is for the Monday-Wednesday class; second due date is for the Tuesday-Thursday class. All first drafts should be handed in with an outline. Essay #3 and #4 will follow a hierarchical outline.] 

1/26 T     1/28Th
	· Outlining a summary response essay
· Peer reviewing
· Introduction to APA citation
	Read:  Skwareczki, B. “Mad science” (Atwan, pp. 149-160)
Hacker (pp.158-172)
Grammar Practice 1a

	Week 4
Final draft of Essay #1 is due
2/1M   2/3W
2/2T    2/4Th
	· Your selected reading for second summary response essay: Sharing and class discussion. 
· Sharing, discussion, outlining
	APA formatting of papers.
Grammar Practice 1b


	Week 5
First draft of Essay #2 is due
2/8M     2/10W  
2/9T     2/11Th
	· Sharing, discussion, outlining 
· Introduction to research: source evaluation: Is it reliable?
            Is it scholarly? 
	

Hacker (pp.98-102)
Grammar Quiz 1

	Week 6
Class meets in the library
2/15M 2/16T
Final draft of Essay #2 is due
2/17W  2/18Th
	· Still a good place to find sources: the library
	Hacker (pp.93-98)
Grammar Practice 2a

	Week 7
2/22M    2/24W
2/23T     2/25Th
	· Review of persuasion/argument
· Critical thinking, universal standards 
· The hierarchical outline
· Modifier issues GR (pp. 11-13)
	· select topic from Atwan
·  do research 
· read, mark, outline 
Grammar Practice 2b

	SPRING BREAK, NO CLASS between February 28 and March 7

	Week 9
First draft of Essay #3[footnoteRef:2] is due [2:  Essay #3 might need to go through 2 drafts to iron out all issues (content, organization and APA format)] 

3/8M    3/10W
3/9T     3/11Th
	· Clarity and style
· Avoiding plagiarism
· “that/which” issues GR
	Hacker (pp.2-11)
Hacker (pp.107-113)
Hacker (pp. 60-61)
Grammar Quiz 2

	Week 10
Final draft of Essay #3 is due
3/15M   3/17W 
3/16T    3/18Th
	· Writing the abstract
· Select topic for your research
· What do I know? What do I want to know? 
	Hacker (pp. 92-93)


	Week 11
3/22M    3/24W
3/23T     3/25Th
	· Supporting and forming your thesis 
· Review of persuasion
	Hacker (pp. 104-107)
Grammar Practice 3a

	Week 12
3/29M    3/31W
3/30T     4/1Th
	· Preparation for finals
· Grammar reviews
	Grammar Practice 3b

	Week 13
4/5M   4/7W
4/6T    4/8Th
Last week to turn in revised essays

	· Preparation of finals
· Grammar reviews
	Grammar Quiz 3

	Week 14
First draft of Essay #4 is due
4/12M     4/14W
4/13T      4/15Th
	· Other punctuation, mechanics (colon, dash, hyphen)
· Review of in-class writing
· Evaluation, grades
· In-class final essay 

	Hacker (pp. 74-78) 

	Week 15
Final draft of Essay #4 is due
4/19M   4/21W 
4/20T    4/23Th
Presentation of research papers is due (PP or poster) all week
	· Presentation of research 

	

	Week 16
4/26M  4/28W
4/27T   4/29Th
	 
· Presentation of research 
· Grammar Test: After
	

	FINALS WEEK
	
	


GRAMMAR TOPICS TO SELECT FROM FOR INDIVIDUAL STUDY:
Fragments
Run-ons/comma splices (also known as fused sentences)
Pronoun agreement and nonsexist language
	    reference issues (“they,” “this,” “ it,” “which”)
	    point of view shifts (“I,” “ you,”  “one,”  “we”)
Commas
Apostrophes
Quotation marks
Easily confusable words (there, their, there, etc.)

GRAMMAR TOPICS TO BE COVERED IN EN112:
Modifiers (dangling, misplaced)
Relative clause (“that/which,” “whom/who”)
Other punctuation (colon, dash, hyphen, parentheses)
Individualized study plan for grammar  STUDENT: ___________________
Keep track of your work and turn this in on WEEK 15:

	 SELECTED GRAMMAR FOR STUDY AND PRACTICE
	Practice exercise
(percentage)
	Quiz (graded)
	Comments

	Modifiers (required)
	
	
	





	Relative clause “that/which” (required)
	
	
	





	Other punctuation (required)
	
	
	





	
	
	
	





	
	
	
	





	




	
	
	



Average grammar score: _______________

Self-evaluation:


GRADE SHEET EN 112   STUDENT:______________________________________

Documented summary and response essay  #1		 	10
Documented summary and  response essay #2 		 	15
Documented research essay #3 					15
Documented research essay  #4 					20
Informal in-class writing (graded, not graded)[footnoteRef:3] 		  	10  [3:  All graded assignments will get a percentage grade, which will be averaged at the end of the semester, with weight added. For example, if you had 3 informal writing assignments with 60, 80 and 100 points on them, your average score is: 80. Since these assignments are worth 10% of your final grade, they earned  you  8 points out of the 100 possible points in this class. If you need help with calculating your grade, please ask.] 

Grammar							  	10
Grammar survey (based on higher score)				  5
Project presentation							  5 
Formal in-class (BMCC-WCE) essay #5				10
   	           	           100
Documented summary and response essay #1 (10):  				 Earned: __________	 
Documented summary and response essay #2 (15): 				Earned: ___________

Documented research essay #3  (15):						Earned:  __________

Documented research essay #4  (20):  				       	Earned:  __________	 
Informal (in-class) writing)  (10)						Earned:   _________	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


  	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



Grammar (10):								Earned:   _________

Grammar  survey (5):								Earned:   _________

Project presentation (5)							Earned:   _________

Formal in-class essay #5 (10):  						Earned:  __________


MIDTERM: ___________  	ALL POINTS  EARNED:___________ CLASS GRADE: 
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