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Fact or opinion?
	FACTS
	OPINIONS

	Mostly everyone agrees them to be true (or to be false)
	There is disagreement and controversy

	Their truth (or falseness) can be demonstrated by observation, experiment, or mathematical calculation
	Opinions are subject to persuasion and can never be fully proved

	Facts can often be expressed in numerical or statistical terms
	Opinions guide our behavior

	We cannot change most of the facts
	Opinions have consequences

	Ignoring facts can be dangerous
	Opinions change (in society, in a person’s life)

	It’s a good idea to check the facts before forming a (considered) opinion
	Not everybody’s opinion matters equally; depending on the issue, experienced or expert opinions should have more weight




FACTUAL STATEMENT OR STATEMENT OF OPINION?


Most of the US population is overweight.


There are more dogs than babies in US households.


The capital of the United States is Washington D.C.


The capital of the United States should be Sault Ste Marie.


The capital of the United States is Detroit.


The average American has $10,000 credit card debt.


English is the official language of the United States.


English should be the official language of the United States. 
