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	[image: ][image: ]INFORMAL WRITING ASSIGNMENTS are short thought pieces, written answers to questions, reflective writing, or response to readings occasionally assigned to stretch your writing muscles. Often, I will ask you to do these in class, but sometimes you will write them outside the class. These shorter pieces are not complete and well-structured essays, and that’s why we call them “informal” or “unstructured.” However, like any other writing in college, these short pieces should also be coherent, thoughtful and well-crafted as well as free of major errors. It does not make sense to do bad writing, no matter how short the assignment is.

Being ready for college as a writer also means that you know how much you need to write depending on the task, the topic, your purpose and your audience’s expectation. But because it takes time to adjust to these standards, it is generally recommended that for every point you make, use at least three examples or explanations and write at least 100-150 words unless length is otherwise specified. For example, if your informal writing assignment asks you to explain the difference between revising and proofreading, it is a good idea to think about three major differences, and a good example of each before you write. 

In any case, you need to write in complete sentences. You should know that  your reader (or instructor) has no other means of finding out how much you learn or understand than by reading what you write. Make sure you provide enough evidence to show  what you learned, read or think.
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