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A

To receive an A, the essay has no more than one fragment, one comma splice OR one run-on. There should be no more than three comma errors, and no more than one or two errors of reference. The paragraphs will be unified and coherent, making use of cohesion words and repetition of key words. The supporting details should be specific, ample, and should support the topic sentence. The topic sentences should be specific and support the thesis statement. The word choices are sophisticated and are appropriate for academia – no slang, colloquial phrases or clichés. There should be an intriguing introduction, enough body paragraphs to support the thesis and an appropriate conclusion.

B

To receive a B, the essay must have no more than two fragments, comma splices, OR run-ons. There should be no more than five comma errors and no more than two to three errors of reference. The paragraphs will be unified and coherent with an attempt at using transition words and repetition of key words. The supporting detail will be specific and support the thesis statement. Word choices are sophisticated, and no slang or clichés are used. There should be an intriguing introduction, enough body paragraphs to support the thesis, and an appropriate conclusion.

C

To receive a C, the essay will have no more than three fragments, comma splices or run-ons. There should be no more than six comma errors and no more than three to four errors of reference. The paragraphs may lack unity and coherence. The supporting detail may be general although it will support the topic sentences. The topic sentences should be identifiable and support the thesis statement. Word choices may be somewhat colloquial. The essay has a working introduction, body paragraphs and conclusion.

D

To receive a D, the essay will have no more than four fragments, comma splices, OR run-ons. There should be no more than eight comma errors and no more than four to five errors of reference. The paragraphs may not have identifiable topic sentences, and there may or may not be a thesis statement. The paragraphs will lack unity and coherence; ideas may be jumbled. Non-standard English may appear. There may not be an identifiable thesis statement, introduction, or conclusion.

F

To receive and F, the essay will have more than five fragments, comma splices, OR run-ons. There may be more than nine comma errors and more than five errors of reference. The paragraphs may not have specific topics sentences, and there may not be a thesis statement. The paragraphs will lack unity and coherence; ideas may be jumbled. Non-standard English may appear. There may not be an appropriate introduction or conclusion.


