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Latin 3a Latin Word Study Assignments 

What is a Word Study? 
As you do your translations this semester you’ll find you must often fly through your vocabulary in a 

hasty attempt to get your translations done on time.  If you are like the average Latin student, you’ll 

often find yourself wondering about a word and how it came to mean what it did in Latin.  These 

assignments are your chance to slow down and pick a few words for more careful examination.  

When I use the word ‘vet’ in English, I might be referring to a doctor of 

animal medicine; I could also be talking about a person who fought in 

a war; or I might also be ready to give somebody a 

critical appraisal, as in “the candidates 

were well vetted.”   

If I take my Word Study beyond mere 

definitions (as I must), I would search 

for uses of the word in contemporary 

literature and theorize how and when each different meaning came 

into popular use based on ‘living’ uses of the word in context.  I might 

formulate theories and a rough timeline for how meanings for this 

three letter word have evolved. I might find other words ‘in the family’ 

by spelling out any number of cognates. Finally, I might conjecture 

that when certain authors (such as political columnists) use the term 

‘vet’ it is more likely that they are referring to ‘vet’ as the process of carefully inspecting somebody or 

something rather than a veterinarian, or a doctor who specializes in mammals.  

If you chose an interesting word, you may have dozens of thought-provoking things to say about it. If, 

you chose a ‘run of the mill’ word, you may spend lots of time chasing verbal rabbits and writing a 

boring word study.  

The word study assignments this semester will each expand your understanding of a single Latin word.  

Not wanting all of this knowledge to go to waste, your study will also be shared with the 

rest of the class so that everyone enjoys the expanded knowledge. Since half the 

challenge is finding an interesting word to study, I hope that this 

assignment will encourage you to learn how to use a few tools of the 

trade in the process.    
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How to pick a good Latin word 

Be really picky!  

The word may NOT be: 

 A proper noun 

 A function word (preposition, conjunction, pronoun) 

 Painfully common, vague, or non-specific (like puer or femina) 

You will have the best luck if the word is… 

 Unusual, unique, interesting, impactful (get the idea?) 

 Used more than once in Latin literature 

 Something that you looked up and pondered while translating your assigned passages 
 

Don’t be afraid to try a few words on for size (it might be a good idea to have a list of 5 or 6 and then 

narrow the list down as you so some preliminary study).  It could take a couple of tries before you find a 

word that is interesting enough for a word study.  

What to do with your word once you have it 
You will need to put this word through its paces if you want to produce an interesting and well 

researched word study.  Here’s your checklist: 

1. Provide 1–3 uses of this word in passages we have prepared (choose from the listed passages at 

the end of this document according to word study assignment).  Quote the entire sentence in 

which the word appears in Latin.  Include your own carefully prepared translation of that 

passage.   Don’t forget to carefully cite where this passage is located (author, text, 

book/chapter, and especially line number). 

a. Comment about the meaning of the word as it is used in the passage. 

b. Include any reasons why you may or may not be able to refine and narrow the meaning 
due to its use in the passage. 

2. Provide 2–5 uses of this word by other authors.  Quote the entire sentence or at least the clause 

in which the word appears in Latin.  Include your own carefully prepared translation.  

a. Don’t be a cheapskate!  Unless your word is truly rare, give us a full survey of uses of 
this word.  For example, if a word means ‘carry’ and ‘speak,’ you should find 
circumstances in which the word is used each of these fairly unique ways (either by our 
author or his contemporaries). 

b. Don’t forget to carefully cite where this passage is located (author, text, 
book/chapter, and line number). 

c. You should make well-reasoned comments about what the word means. 
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3. Define the word to the best of your ability based on your newly gleaned knowledge. 

a. Based on how OUR author used this word and how others (preferably contemporaries) 
used this word, devise a definition and justify that definition.  (I’m not looking for a one 
word answer here — be skimpy at your own peril.) 

b. This is a great time to make observations about how the word’s meaning has changed 
over time, etc. 

4. Give us more: 

a. Conclude your definitive word study with observations about the uses of this word that 

will be profitable, useful and interesting to your classmates.  You can include 

information from other people (for example, scholarly sources), but be sure to cite 

them.  Make sure that we, your avid readers, get a real feel for why all these highly 

selective authors used this word. 

Where to find what you need to know 
A lovely source for fantastic Latin information is a paper Latin dictionary, the larger 

the better.  If you have a Cassell’s you will find a little survey about the use of a 

Latin word over time.  Your local library might also have an Oxford Latin 

Dictionary (the BIG one … not the pocket size) which is a treasure trove.  Call 

first, they may not have a copy in today’s world of e-books (and presume I’m 

thinking ill-thoughts about the quality of public libraries now-a-days). 

A great source of information is just a click away on the computer 

The Perseus Digital Library 

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/ (it includes 

the digital version of the 20 pound dictionary I used 

in graduate school by Lewis and Short).   Learning 

how to navigate Perseus is ever challenging so please 

notice that there is a link to see a brief tutorial at the 

top of the link I’ve provided.  Start with the specific 

text in which you originally find the word then 

expand your word study from there.  Tenacity is the 

key to using Perseus because, alas, it was built by 

academics, not computer specialists.  On the bright 

side, there’s a wealth of information in it if you are 

brave enough to find it. 

Other online goodies 

http://www.latin-dictionary.net/q/latin/.html 

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/
http://www.latin-dictionary.net/q/latin/.html
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What are the specific assignments this semester? 
I’m terribly glad you asked.  Below are the author/passage constraints for each Word Study:   

1. Word Study #1 due by 7 PM ET on Tuesday, October 1 
a. Select a word that appears in the assignments from weeks 1–5 

2. Word Study #2 due by 7 PM ET on Tuesday, October 29 
a. Select a word that appears in the assignments from weeks 6–10 

3. Word Study #2 due by 7 PM ET on Tuesday, November  26 
a. Select a word that appears in the assignments from weeks 11–15 

Formatting LAWS 
OBEY the following formatting RULES.  I REMOVE points from those who ignore these laws. 

1. Times New Roman (only) 
2. 11 pt. Font (not 12) 
3. Space 1.15 (this is not a typo for 1.5, folks) 
4. Remove ALL extra spaces before/after paragraphs (learn how to do this on your computer) 
5. 5-space indent (usually automatic when you press “tab”) 
6. SAVE as .doc or .docx ONLY [This is not code for “send me whatever you wish” nor for sending 

me a link to an open source cloud file.  If you don’t know how to hit ‘SAVE AS’ on your word 
processing product and choose “.docx”, please find a techie person who does.  Please be certain 
that your assignment is turned in as an attached document ONLY. ] 

 

SAVE your document as:  YOUR LAST NAME_YOUR FIRST NAME_WS# (use the correct assignment 

NUMBER, 1-3).  For example:  Fisher_Jason_ws1.docx or  Fisher_Jason_ws2.docx, etc. 

Tone and method 
 This is a research assignment.  Don’t be too colloquial or conversational.  Take an authoritative 

tone as you persuasively present your data and prove your case.  You will be evaluated by your 
peers based on how well you accomplish this task.  Edit carefully to avoid errors. 

 

Word Studies will ALL be Peer Reviewed 
These assignments offer an excellent opportunity for each of you to expand your vocabulary 

considerably.  After the word studies are turned in, I’ll publish them to you in a packet for you to read 

online or print (as you wish).  You’ll then assign a score for each of your peer’s word studies and leave a 

comment about what you liked and what should be improved.  This scoring will all be done through a 

survey that I post online.  The link will be available on the packet of word studies that I’ll post on your 

class page.  It may take you an hour+ to read the word studies and leave a comment so plan 

accordingly. 

Your evaluation of others is PART of your own word study grade. 


