Olathe East High School

Spanish II, Course Syllabus
2006-2007
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION:
Name: 
Jane Byrne



Email:  
jbyrneoe@olatheschools.com
Room:
Class meets in Room 520

Available: 
7:30-8:00 a.m. and 3:00-3:30 p.m., M-F, and during A.R.T. and Seminar on Thursdays. Locations will vary depending on time.

COURSE INFORMATION:

Prerequisites: 
Spanish 1

Textbook:  
¡En Español! 2

Text on CD and Take-Home Tutor CD available for checkout upon request.

MATERIALS:
1/2 inch or 1 inch binder (flexible okay), lined paper with clean edges, plastic (poly) folder with two pockets, a small spiral notebook, pencils and a grading pen

COURSE DESCRIPTION:         

Areas covered in this second year course include vocabulary building, grammar study, conversation and continued learning about the culture and civilization of the Spanish-speaking world.  Students will expand their ability to speak and write in the language as well as understand the spoken and written word. The acquisition of the language will be accomplished through a large variety of activities.

TOPICS COVERED:

Leisure activities, discussing past events, ordering in a restaurant, preferences, asking for and giving information, family relationships, fitness and health, daily routine, commands, chores, giving advice, etc.
EVALUATION AND GRADING SCALE

Students will be graded according to the following categories and weights:

Tests and Quizzes


70% 


Classwork and homework:

30%

The grading scale is as follows:

A+ = 98-100%


A = 93-97%

A- = 90-92%

B+ = 88-89%


B = 83-87%

B- = 80-82%

C+ = 78-79%


C = 73-77%

C- = 70-72%

D+ = 68-69%


D = 63-67%

D- = 60-62%

F = 59% or below

GRADING PROCEDURES:
Tests and quizzes: If you do poorly on a test or quiz, you have the option of retaking that test or quiz for a maximum grade of 75%. Prior to the retake, please see me for help. Retakes must be completed within one week of the original test or quiz. This option is available once per quarter and does not apply to the semester final. All quizzes and exams will be kept in the classroom after we have gone over them and students will be able to see them again, upon request, after school.  No quizzes or tests may be taken out of the classroom.

Classwork and homework.  Assignments completed in class and homeworks will be collected and awarded points for completion or accuracy, depending on whether they are intended to build skills and understanding or to evaluate learning.  Assignments graded for completion will be worth fewer points than those graded for accuracy. Unless the student has been absent, late work will not be accepted for homeworks that are graded for completion, as they are corrected in class the next day. For assignments graded for accuracy, late work will be accepted one day after the due date for partial credit. 
ATTENDANCE POLICY:

Since there is no way to re-create the classroom situation, there is no way to truly make up a missed class.  Regular attendance is crucial for the consistent development of the multiple skills that comprise foreign language learning.  This includes both being present and prepared at the start of every class, participating actively in all classroom activities, and staying for the entire class. 

ABSENCES AND MAKE-UP WORK
If you have access to the Internet, please check my class page at www.quia.com/pages/spanish2oe.html to find out what you missed in class and the homework assignment. Otherwise, on your return to class, check the planner by the make-up work file and pick up worksheets as necessary. You will be allowed two days for every day absent in which to make up assignments. For missed tests and quizzes, it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to check with me to schedule an appropriate time to make up the test or quiz. Failure to do so will result in a 0.

USEFUL WEBSITES:

1. http://www.quia.com/pages/spanish2oe.html. This is my class page. Here, you can check classwork and homework, send me an e-mail, and access Quia activities designed to supplement each lesson.  Add it to your favorites!
2. www.classzone.com. This is the website that goes with the textbook. You can access self-check quizzes and vocabulary flashcards complete with sound. 

3. www.conjuguemos.com. Here, you can access vocabulary and verb conjugation exercises designed to supplement each lesson. 

4. www.wordreference.com. This is an online Spanish-English, English-Spanish dictionary.  

Make these sites a regular part of your at-home study.

Remember:

Respect your fellow classmates and the teacher

Be prepared: Study and do your homework!

Listen when the teacher or another classmate is talking

Speak Spanish as much as possible

Follow all schools rules while in this classroom

Learning Spanish can be a rewarding and fun experience. To be successful, keep a positive attitude and commit to participating in class and putting in the necessary study time. Reviewing vocabulary and key concepts is always useful. If you have questions, please see me! I will be very happy to help you. My goal is to help you succeed!

Signature Form

Student Name: ______________________________________

Parent Name(s): _____________________________________

I have read and understood the attached syllabus.

____________________________________________

(Student Signature)

____________________________________________
(Parent Signature)


* * * * * * 

For parents:

· Yes, I would like weekly progress reports e-mailed to me.

My e-mail address is: _________________________________________


· No, thank you. I would not like weekly progress reports e-mailed to me.

(Students will automatically received weekly progress reports at their school e-mail address.)

