
WYNN Books
Title: Russia Then and Now - Phyllis A. Arnold and David J. Rees

Grade
Level: 09

Russia, Then and Now examines geographic, historical, economic, political, and social 
information abou the former Soviet Union, Russia, and the Commonwealth of Independent
States.

Description:

Title: Contact Canada
Grade
Level: 10

Author:             F.Cartwright et al
Publication Year: 1996
ISBN:                          019541148X
Publisher/Supplier(s): Oxford University Press
Edition:              2nd

Description:

Title: Night - Elie Wiesel
Grade
Level: 09-12

Nobel laureate Elie Wiesel's wrenching attempt to find meaning in the horror of the 
Holocaust is technically a novel, but it's based so closely on his own experiences in 
Birkenau, Auschwitz, and Buchenwald that it's generally--and not inaccurately--read as an
autobiography. Like Wiesel himself, the protagonist of Night is a scholarly, pious teenager 
racked with guilt at having survived the genocidal campaign that consumed his family. His
memories of the nightmare world of the death camps present him with an intolerable 
question: how can the God he once so fervently believed in have allowed these monstrous
events to occur? There are no easy answers in this harrowing book, which probes life's 
essential riddles with the lucid anguish only great literature achieves. It marks the crucial 
first step in Wiesel's lifelong project to bear witness for those who died.

This book is a must read!

Description:
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Title: The Great Escape - Paul Brickhill

Grade
Level: 10-12

The Great Escape by Paul Brickhill is a great retelling of the now famous mass escape from
Stalag Luft III near Sagan, Germany in the spring of 1944. Brickhill documents in great 
detail all the little things the prisoners had to do to escape from the so called "perfect camp"
they had been placed in. Hundreds of prisoners played a part in the digging of the three 
tunnels(Tom, Dick, and Harry), forging hundreds of papers, making clothes for all the 
escapees, watching for the German guards, "ferrets", and so much more. It is astounding 
as you read the novel how much actually went into the mass escape of 250 officers. 
Unfortunately, only 76 prisoners made it out before the tunnel was discovered. The book 
also documents the aftermath of the famous escape as the prisoners attempt to make their
way to freedom, and then their subsequent executions at the hands of the Gestapo and SS.
This is an excellent book that tells the true story of what really happened during the Great 
Escape.

Description:

Title: Tuesdays with Morrie - Mitch Albom
Grade
Level: 09-12

This true story about the love between a spiritual mentor and his pupil has soared to the 
bestseller list for many reasons. For starters: it reminds us of the affection and gratitude 
that many of us still feel for the significant mentors of our past. It also plays out a fantasy 
many of us have entertained: what would it be like to look those people up again, tell them
how much they meant to us, maybe even resume the mentorship? Plus, we meet Morrie 
Schwartz--a one of a kind professor, whom the author describes as looking like a cross 
between a biblical prophet and Christmas elf. And finally we are privy to intimate moments
of Morrie's final days as he lies dying from a terminal illness. Even on his deathbed, this 
twinkling-eyed mensch manages to teach us all about living robustly and fully. Kudos to 
author and acclaimed sports columnist Mitch Albom for telling this universally touching story
with such grace and humility.

Description:

Title: The Perfect Storm - Sebastian Junger
Grade
Level: 10-12

In October 1991, a confluence of weather conditions combined to form a killer storm in the
North Atlantic. Caught in the storm was the sword-fishing boat Andrea Gail. Magnificent 
foreshadowing and anticipation fill this true-life drama while minute details of the fishing 
boats, their gear and the weather are juxtaposed with the sea adventure. Journalist Junger
carefully researched the New England fishing industry and created a fascinating account of
the fated ship and her crew.

Description:
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Title: The Red Tent - Anita Diamant

Grade
Level: 11-12

Skillfully interweaving biblical tales with events and characters of her own invention, 
Diamant's (Living a Jewish Life, HarperCollins, 1991) sweeping first novel re-creates the life
of Dinah, daughter of Leah and Jacob, from her birth and happy childhood in Mesopotamia
through her years in Canaan and death in Egypt. When Dinah reaches puberty and enters 
the Red Tent (the place women visit to give birth or have their monthly periods), her mother
and Jacob's three other wives initiate her into the religious and sexual practices of the tribe.
Diamant sympathetically describes Dinah's doomed relationship with Shalem, son of a ruler
of Shechem, and his brutal death at the hands of her brothers. Following the events in 
Canaan, a pregnant Dinah travels to Egypt, where she becomes a noted midwife. Diamant
has written a thoroughly enjoyable and illuminating portrait of a fascinating woman and the 
life she might have lived.

Description:

Title: The Pianist - Wladyslaw Szpilman
Grade
Level: 10-12

Written immediately after the end of World War II, this morally complex Holocaust memoir 
is notable for its exact depiction of the grim details of life in Warsaw under the Nazi 
occupation. "Things you hardly noticed before took on enormous significance: a 
comfortable, solid armchair, the soothing look of a white-tiled stove," writes Wladyslaw 
Szpilman, a pianist for Polish radio when the Germans invaded. His mother's insistence on
laying the table with clean linen for their midday meal, even as conditions for Jews 
worsened daily, makes palpable the Holocaust's abstract horror. Arbitrarily removed from 
the transport that took his family to certain death, Szpilman does not deny the "animal fear"
that led him to seize this chance for escape, nor does he cheapen his emotions by 
belaboring them. Yet his cool prose contains plenty of biting rage, mostly buried in scathing
asides (a Jewish doctor spared consignment to "the most wonderful of all gas chambers," 
for example). Szpilman found compassion in unlikely people, including a German officer 
who brought food and warm clothing to his hiding place during the war's last days. Extracts
from the officer's wartime diary (added to this new edition), with their expressions of 
outrage at his fellow soldiers' behavior, remind us to be wary of general condemnation of 
any group.

Description:

Title: A Thief of Time - Tony Hillerman
Grade
Level: 11-12

Hillerman's fans have another hit to celebrate, another surprising mysterious adventure. It
may be a toss-up as to what draws them most strongly: varied, detailed, and fascinating 
revelations of contemporary culture; or compelling, complex, and original murder mysteries.
Against the backdrop of the puzzle of the long-ago vanished Anasazi people, a complex 
mystery emerges in which Anglo culture and values pull against those of the Navajo, 
resulting in a bizarre series of murders solved by the Navajo Tribal Police. Fast, literate, 
absorbing reading with unique settings and characters, this title is for lovers of adventure as
well as mystery.

Description:
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Title: ScienceFocus 10

Grade
Level: 10-12

Series: ScienceFocus 10
Author(s): Gue, D. et al.
Copyright Year: 2004
ISBN: 0070890862
Publisher: McGraw-Hill Ryerson Ltd.
Distributor:  McGraw-Hill Ryerson Ltd.
Resource Description: 525 pages, hardcover

Curriculum Area: Science  10
Grades: 10, 11, 12

Description:

Title: Endurance - Shackletons Incredible Voyage - Alfred Lansing
Grade
Level: 10-12

In the summer of 1914, Sir Ernest Shackleton set off aboard the Endurance bound for the 
South Atlantic. The goal of his expedition was to cross the Antarctic overland, but more 
than a year later, and still half a continent away from the intended base, the Endurance was
trapped in ice and eventually was crushed. For five months Shackleton and his crew 
survived on drifting ice packs in one of the most savage regions of the world before they 
were finally able to set sail again in one of the ship's lifeboats. Alfred Lansing's Endurance:
Shackleton's Incredible Voyage is a white-knuckle account of this astounding odyssey.

Through the diaries of team members and interviews with survivors, Lansing reconstructs 
the months of terror and hardship the Endurance crew suffered. In October of 1915, there 
"were no helicopters, no Weasels, no Sno-Cats, no suitable planes. Thus their plight was 
naked and terrifying in its simplicity. If they were to get out--they had to get themselves 
out." How Shackleton did indeed get them out without the loss of a single life is at the heart
of Lansing's magnificent true-life adventure tale.

Description:
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Title: The Kite Runner - Khaled Hosseini

Grade
Level: 10-12

The "kite runner" of Khaled Hosseini's deeply moving fiction debut is an illiterate Afghan 
boy with an uncanny instinct for predicting exactly where a downed kite will land. Growing 
up in the city of Kabul in the early 1970s, Hassan was narrator Amir's closest friend even 
though the loyal 11-year-old with "a face like a Chinese doll" was the son of Amir's father's
servant and a member of Afghanistan's despised Hazara minority. But in 1975, on the day
of Kabul's annual kite-fighting tournament, something unspeakable happened between the 
two boys.

Narrated by Amir as a 40-year-old novelist living in California, The Kite Runner tells the 
gripping story of a boyhood friendship destroyed by jealousy, fear, and the kind of ruthless
evil that transcends mere politics. Running parallel to this personal narrative of loss and 
redemption is the story of modern Afghanistan and of Amir's equally guilt-ridden 
relationship with the war-torn city of his birth. The first Afghan novel to be written in English,
The Kite Runner begins in the final days of King Zahir Shah's 40-year reign and traces the
country's fall from a secluded oasis to a tank-strewn battlefield controlled by the Russians 
and then the trigger-happy Taliban. When Amir returns to Kabul to rescue Hassan's 
orphaned child, the personal and the political get tangled together in a plot that is as 
suspenseful as it is taut with feeling.

The son of an Afghan diplomat whose family received political asylum in the United States 
in 1980, Hosseini combines the unflinching realism of a war correspondent with the 
satisfying emotional pull of master storytellers such as Rohinton Mistry. Like the kite that is 
its central image, the story line of this mesmerizing first novel occasionally dips and seems
almost to dive to the ground. But Hosseini ultimately keeps everything airborne until his 
heartrending conclusion in an American picnic park.

Description:

Title: Finding Forrester - James W. Ellison
Grade
Level: 10-12

This rather workmanlike novelization of the award-winning Mike Rich screenplay for the 
current Academy Award- hyped Sean Connery flick was penned by the author of other 
novels based on the screenplays of Immortal Beloved, Rudy and A Bronx Tale (plus seven
original novels, including the award-winning I'm Owen Harrison Harding, and a lengthy list 
of nonfiction titles). In order to be one of the guys, Jamal Wallace, a fatherless 16-year-old
South Bronx African-American basketball phenom, has been keeping his literary ambitions
under heavy wraps. Curious about the regular visits of a well-dressed courier in a fancy car
to a shadowy figure living in a tenement across from the basketball court, on a dare Jamal 
climbs in a window to investigate, only to leave his backpack after he is scared into a hasty
retreat. When the backpack is tossed back to him a few days later, he finds the writing in 
his notebooks has been edited. Jamal confronts the recluse and soon discovers he is the 
legendary 70-year-old William Forrester, who vanished after winning a Pulitzer for his only
novel, written while he was still in his 20s. Now mentored by Forrester, Jamal is recruited 
by a snobby Manhattan prep school for his high SAT scores and basketball moves. 
Befriended by the pretty daughter of a WASP millionaire, he is riding high when a teacher 
who failed as a novelist accuses him of plagiarism and his friends desert him. Already a 
Scholastic Book Club selection, this warmhearted--however clich‚d and Horatio 
Algeresque--fable bridges that nebulous and indefinable no-man's-land between YA 
readers and their parents.

Description:
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Title: A Bird in the House - Margaret Laurence

Grade
Level: 10-12

One of Canada’s most accomplished authors combines the best qualities of both the short
story and the novel to create a lyrical evocation of the beauty, pain, and wonder of growing
up.

In eight interconnected, finely wrought stories, Margaret Laurence recreates the world of 
Vanessa MacLeod – a world of scrub-oak, willow, and chokecherry bushes; of family love 
and conflict; and of a girl’s growing awareness of and passage into womanhood. The 
stories blend into one masterly and moving whole: poignant, compassionate, and profound 
in emotional impact.

Description:

Title: Small Island - Andrea Levy
Grade
Level: 10-12

Starred Review. After winning the Orange Prize and the Whitbread Book of the Year 
Award, Levy's captivating fourth novel sweeps into a U.S. edition with much-deserved 
literary fanfare. Set mainly in the British Empire of 1948, this story of emigration, loss and 
love follows four characters—two Jamaicans and two Britons—as they struggle to find 
peace in postwar England. After serving in the RAF, Jamaican Gilbert Joseph finds life in 
his native country has become too small for him. But in order to return to England, he must
marry Hortense Roberts—she's got enough money for his passage—and then set up house
for them in London. The pair move in with Queenie Bligh, whose husband, Bernard, hasn't 
returned from his wartime post in India. But when does Bernard turn up, he is not pleased 
to find black immigrants living in his house. This deceptively simple plot poises the 
characters over a yawning abyss of colonialism, racism, war and the everyday pain that 
people inflict on one another. Levy allows readers to see events from each of the four 
character's' point of view, lightly demonstrating both the subjectivity of truth and the 
rationalizing lies that people tell themselves when they are doing wrong. None of the 
characters is perfectly sympathetic, but all are achingly human. When Gilbert realizes that 
his pride in the British Empire is not reciprocated, he wonders, "How come England did not
know me?" His question haunts the story as it moves back and forth in time and space to 
show how the people of two small islands become inextricably bound together.

Description:
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Title: Catch-22 - Joseph Heller

Grade
Level: 10-12

There was a time when reading Joseph Heller's classic satire on the murderous insanity of
war was nothing less than a rite of passage. Echoes of Yossarian, the wise-ass bombardier
who was too smart to die but not smart enough to find a way out of his predicament, could
be heard throughout the counterculture. As a result, it's impossible not to consider Catch-22
to be something of a period piece. But 40 years on, the novel's undiminished strength is its 
looking-glass logic. Again and again, Heller's characters demonstrate that what is 
commonly held to be good, is bad; what is sensible, is nonsense.

Yossarian says, "You're talking about winning the war, and I am talking about winning the 
war and keeping alive."
"Exactly," Clevinger snapped smugly. "And which do you think is more important?"
"To whom?" Yossarian shot back. "It doesn't make a damn bit of difference who wins the 
war to someone who's dead."
"I can't think of another attitude that could be depended upon to give greater comfort to the
enemy."
"The enemy," retorted Yossarian with weighted precision, "is anybody who's going to get 
you killed, no matter which side he's on."
Mirabile dictu, the book holds up post-Reagan, post-Gulf War. It's a good thing, too. As long
as there's a military, that engine of lethal authority, Catch-22 will shine as a handbook for 
smart-alecky pacifists. It's an utterly serious and sad, but damn funny book.

Description:

Title: Fahrenheit 451 - Ray Bradbury
Grade
Level: 10-12

 In Fahrenheit 451, Ray Bradbury's classic, frightening vision of the future, firemen don't put
out fires--they start them in order to burn books. Bradbury's vividly painted society holds up
the appearance of happiness as the highest goal--a place where trivial information is good,
and knowledge and ideas are bad. Fire Captain Beatty explains it this way, "Give the 
people contests they win by remembering the words to more popular songs.... Don't give 
them slippery stuff like philosophy or sociology to tie things up with. That way lies 
melancholy."

Guy Montag is a book-burning fireman undergoing a crisis of faith. His wife spends all day
with her television "family," imploring Montag to work harder so that they can afford a fourth
TV wall. Their dull, empty life sharply contrasts with that of his next-door neighbor Clarisse,
a young girl thrilled by the ideas in books, and more interested in what she can see in the 
world around her than in the mindless chatter of the tube. When Clarisse disappears 
mysteriously, Montag is moved to make some changes, and starts hiding books in his 
home. Eventually, his wife turns him in, and he must answer the call to burn his secret 
cache of books. After fleeing to avoid arrest, Montag winds up joining an outlaw band of 
scholars who keep the contents of books in their heads, waiting for the time society will 
once again need the wisdom of literature.

Description:
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Title: Death on the Ice - Cassie Brown

Grade
Level: 10-12

Each year, for generations, poor, ill-clad Newfoundland fisherman sailed out 'to the ice' to 
hunt seals in the hope of a few penniew in wages from the prosperous merchants of St. 
John's.  The year 1914 witnessed the worst in the long line of tragedies that were part of 
their harsh way of life.

For two long, freezing days and nights a party of seal hunters--one hundred thirty-two 
men--were left stranded on an icefield floating in the North Atlantic in winter.  They were 
thinly dressed, with almost no food, and with no hope of shelter on the ice against the snow
or the constant, bitter winds.  To survive they had to keep moving, always moving.  Those
who lay down to rest died.

Heroes emerged--one man froze his lips badly, biting off the icicles that were blinding his 
comrades.  Other men froze in their tracks, or went mad with pain and walked off the edge
of the icefield.  All the while, ships steamed about nearby, unnoticing.  And by the time help
arrived, two thirds of the men were dead.

This is an incredible story of bungling and greed, of suffering and heroism.  The disaster is
carefully traced, step by step.  With the aid of compelling, contemporary photographs the 
book paints an unforgettable portrait of the bloody trade of seal hunting among the icefields
when ships--and men--were expendable.

Description:

Title: The Broken Cord - Michael Dorris
Grade
Level: 10-12

When Michael Dorris, 26, single, working on his doctorate, and part Indian himself, applied 
to adopt an Indian child, his request was speedily granted. He knew that his new three-
year-old son, Adam, was badly developmentally disabled; but he believed in the power of 
nurture and love. This is the heartrending story, full of compassion and rage, of how his son
grew up mentally retarded, a victim of Fetal Alcohol Syndrome whom no amount of love 
could make whole. The volume includes a short account of his own life by the 20-year-old 
Adam, and a foreword by Dorris' wife, the writer Louise Erdrich. The Broken Cord won a 
National Book Critics Circle Award in 1989.
It would be a shame if the circumstances surrounding the author's death cast a shadow 
over this fine book, because it is beautifully written, deeply felt, and a devastating account 
of the impact of fetal alcohol syndrome (FAS) among Native Americans. Michael Dorris, a 
young unmarried college teacher and writer, adopts a Native American boy "Adam" whose
developmental problems, he believes, are the result of poor nutrition, poor health care, and
lack of proper parenting. In time, however, he discovers that Adam was born with FAS, a 
condition Dorris knows very little about. Believing that proper care can reverse the effects of
FAS, he takes on the daunting and nearly futile task of helping Adam achieve a "normal" 
boyhood. The damage done, it turns out, is irreversible; Adam is almost maddeningly 
unable to learn simple tasks and responsibilities. FAS-related health problems, including 
seizures, often turn merely difficult days and nights into nightmares for the single father. 
The book Dorris writes is meant as an eye-opener for readers who are unaware of the 
potential harm in consuming alcohol during pregnancy. Given naturally to research and 
study, he shares with the reader much of what he learns about FAS and the Native 
American culture that has had such a fatal connection with alcohol. To that extent, this is 
almost a textbook on the subject. But this is also the story of a father and son, and most 
poignant, for this reader, is the relationship between them that is a thread throughout the 
book. Dorris never surrenders to the barriers that exist between him and his son. Having 

Description:
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Title: Into the Wild - Jon Krakauer

Grade
Level: 10-12

In April 1992, 23-year-old Chris McCandless hiked into the Alaska bush to "live off the 
land." Four months later, hunters found his emaciated corpse in an abandoned Fairbanks 
city bus, along with five rolls of film, an SOS note, and a diary written in a field guide to 
edible plants. Cut off from civilization, McCandless had starved to death. The young man's
gruesome demise made headlines and haunted Outside magazine contributing editor 
Krakauer, who saw "vague, unsettling parallels" between McCandless's life and his own. 
Expanding on his 1993 Outside article, Krakauer traces McCandless's last two years; after
his graduation from Emory University, McCandless abandoned his middle-class family, 
identity, and possessions in favor of the life of "Alexander Supertramp," wandering the 
American West in search of "raw, transcendent experience." In trying to understand 
McCandless's behavior and the appeal that risky activities hold for young men, Krakauer 
examines his own adventurous youth. However, he never satisfactorily answers the 
question of whether McCandless was a noble, if misguided, idealist or a reckless narcissist
who brought pain to his family. For popular outdoor and adventure collections.

Description:

Title: The Five People You Meet in Heaven - Mitch Albom
Grade
Level: 10-12

This life-affirming fable ironically opens at the end of the life of a seemingly ordinary man. 
Known as "Eddie Maintenance" to those he works with at Ruby Pier, Eddie led what he saw
as a disappointing life working as head of maintenance at a seaside amusement park. 
Upon his death, he learns that heaven is a place to make sense of his time on earth and 
that he will meet five people from his life who will help him understand its greatest lessons.
Accompanied at times by music that sounds psychedelic rather than heavenly, reader 
Singer conveys this uplifting story in an earnest manner. However, the soft-spoken 
intonations he employs for women and the gruff but bashful voices he uses for men add an
extra dose of sweetener to this already sentimental tale, as does Singer's plaintive rendition
of Eddie and his wife Marguerite's song, "You made me love you." Still, those who turn to 
this audio book for Albom's  (Tuesdays with Morrie) musings on the meaning of life will not
be disappointed by his message-each of our lives are inextricably connected to those 
around us-or his compelling vision of how we might view life after death.

Description:

9Page



WYNN Books
Title: Into Thin Air - Jon Krakauer

Grade
Level: 10-12

A bank of clouds was assembling on the not-so-distant horizon, but journalist-mountaineer
Jon Krakauer, standing on the summit of Mt. Everest, saw nothing that "suggested that a 
murderous storm was bearing down." He was wrong. The storm, which claimed five lives 
and left countless more--including Krakauer's--in guilt-ridden disarray, would also provide 
the impetus for Into Thin Air, Krakauer's epic account of the May 1996 disaster. With more 
than 250 black-and-white photographs taken by various expedition members and an 
enlightening new postscript by the author, the Illustrated Edition shows readers what this 
tragic climb looked like and potentially provides closure for Krakauer and his detractors.
"I have no doubt that Boukreev's intentions were good on summit day," writes Krakauer in a
postscript dated August 1998. "What disturbs me, though, was Boukreev's refusal to 
acknowledge the possibility that he made even a single poor decision. Never did he 
indicate that perhaps it wasn't the best choice to climb without gas or go down ahead of his
clients." As usual, Krakauer supports his points with dogged research and a good dose of 
humility. But rather than continue the heated discourse that has raged since Into Thin Air's
denouncement of guide Boukreev, Krakauer's tone is conciliatory; he points most of his 
criticism at G. Weston De Walt, who coauthored The Climb, Boukreev's version of events.
And in a touching conclusion, Krakauer recounts his last conversation with the late 
Boukreev, in which the two weathered climbers agreed to disagree about certain points. 
Krakauer had great hopes to patch things up with Boukreev, but the Russian later died in a
avalanche on another Himalayan peak, Annapurna I. Krakauer further buries the ice axe by
donating his share of royalties from sales of The Illustrated Edition to the Everest '96 
Memorial Fund, which aids various environmental and humanitarian charities.

Description:

Title: The Alchemist - Paulo Coelho
Grade
Level: 10-12

Like the one-time bestseller Jonathan Livingston Seagull, The Alchemist presents a simple
fable, based on simple truths and places it in a highly unique situation. And though we may
sense a bestselling formula, it is certainly not a new one: even the ancient tribal storytellers
knew that this is the most successful method of entertaining an audience while slipping in a
lesson or two. Brazilian storyteller Paulo Coehlo introduces Santiago, an Andalucian 
shepherd boy who one night dreams of a distant treasure in the Egyptian pyramids. And so
he's off: leaving Spain to literally follow his dream. Along the way he meets many spiritual
messengers, who come in unassuming forms such as a camel driver and a well-read 
Englishman. In one of the Englishman's books, Santiago first learns about the alchemists--
men who believed that if a metal were heated for many years, it would free itself of all its 
individual properties, and what was left would be the "Soul of the World." Of course he does
eventually meet an alchemist, and the ensuing student-teacher relationship clarifies much 
of the boy's misguided agenda, while also emboldening him to stay true to his dreams. "My
heart is afraid that it will have to suffer," the boy confides to the alchemist one night as they
look up at a moonless night. "Tell your heart that the fear of suffering is worse than the 
suffering itself," the alchemist replies. "And that no heart has ever suffered when it goes in 
search of its dreams, because every second of the search is a second's encounter with 
God and with eternity."

Description:
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Title: The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time - Mark Haddon

Grade
Level: 10-12

Christopher Boone, the autistic 15-year-old narrator of this revelatory novel, relaxes by 
groaning and doing math problems in his head, eats red-but not yellow or brown-foods and
screams when he is touched. Strange as he may seem, other people are far more of a 
conundrum to him, for he lacks the intuitive "theory of mind" by which most of us sense 
what's going on in other people's heads. When his neighbor's poodle is killed and 
Christopher is falsely accused of the crime, he decides that he will take a page from 
Sherlock Holmes (one of his favorite characters) and track down the killer. As the mystery 
leads him to the secrets of his parents' broken marriage and then into an odyssey to find 
his place in the world, he must fall back on deductive logic to navigate the emotional 
complexities of a social world that remains a closed book to him. In the hands of first-time 
novelist Haddon, Christopher is a fascinating case study and, above all, a sympathetic boy:
not closed off, as the stereotype would have it, but too open-overwhelmed by sensations, 
bereft of the filters through which normal people screen their surroundings. Christopher can
only make sense of the chaos of stimuli by imposing arbitrary patterns ("4 yellow cars in a 
row made it a Black Day, which is a day when I don't speak to anyone and sit on my own 
reading books and don't eat my lunch and Take No Risks"). His literal-minded observations
make for a kind of poetic sensibility and a poignant evocation of character. Though 
Christopher insists, "This will not be a funny book. I cannot tell jokes because I do not 
understand them," the novel brims with touching, ironic humor. The result is an eye-
opening work in a unique and compelling literary voice.

Description:

Title: Dinner at the Homesick Restaurant - Anne Tyler
Grade
Level: 10-12

Pearl Tull is nearing the end of her life but not her memory. Ever since 1944 when her 
husband left her, she has raised her three very different children on her own. Now grown, 
they have gathered together--with anger, with hope, and with a beautiful, harsh, and 
dazzling story to tell....

Description:

Title: The Bean Trees - Barbara Kingsolver
Grade
Level: 10-12

This debut novel follows the gritty, outspoken Taylor Greer, who leaves her native Kentucky
to head west. She becomes mother to an abandoned baby and, when her jalopy dies in 
Tucson, is forced to work in a tire garage and to room with a young, battered divorcee who
also has a little girl. With sisterly counsel and personal honesty, the two face their painful lot
(told in ponderous detail). The blue-collar setting, described vibrantly, often turns violent, 
with baby beatings, street brawls, and drug busts. Despite the hurt and rage, themes of 
love and nurturing emerge.

Description:
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Title: Mao's Last Dancer - Li Cunxin

Grade
Level: 10-12

This is the heartening rags-to-riches story of Li, who achieved prominence on the 
international ballet stage. Born in 1961, just before the Cultural Revolution, Li was raised in
extreme rural poverty and witnessed Communist brutality, yet he imbibed a reverence for 
Mao and his programs. In a twist of fate worthy of a fairy tale (or a ballet), Li, at age 11, was
selected by delegates from Madame Mao's arts programs to join the Beijing Dance 
Academy. In 1979, through the largesse of choreographer and artistic director Ben 
Stevenson, he was selected to spend a summer with the Houston Ballet—the first official 
exchange of artists between China and America since 1949. Li's visit, with its taste of 
freedom, made an enormous impression on his perceptions of both ballet and of politics, 
and once back in China, Li lobbied persistently and shrewdly to be allowed to return to 
America. Miraculously, he prevailed in getting permission for a one-year return. In an April 
1981 spectacle that received national media attention, Li defected in a showdown at the 
Chinese consulate in Houston. He married fellow dancer Mary McKendry and gained 
international renown as a principal dancer with the Houston Ballet and later with the 
Australian Ballet; eventually, he retired from dance to work in finance.

Description:

Title: Life of Pi - Yann Martel
Grade
Level: 09-12

Serious novels about young boys being drawn closer to God while trapped on lifeboats with
dangerous wild animals ought to be impossible. Life of Pi, Yann Martel's second novel, 
proves they're not. Its plot stretches the limits of credibility into new and exciting shapes, 
and the fact that Martel has made his materials into an enchanting story is almost 
unbelievable. Martel's Pi is Piscine Molitor Patel, a boy from Pondicherry, one of the few 
Indian towns to be colonized by France. Pi is an intelligent, unusual child: he has a 
scientific turn of mind but is also a practising Hindu, Moslem, and Christian. Pi's family runs
a large zoo, but they decide to sell their animals to zoos in the United States and emigrate 
to Canada. Crossing the Pacific (with their animals), they're shipwrecked halfway between
China and Midway. Pi survives, only to find himself sharing a lifeboat with an injured zebra,
a spotted hyena, an orangutan, and Richard Parker--an immense Bengal tiger.

Most of these animals are doomed, but Pi and Richard Parker cling to life, establishing a 
tacit order on the lifeboat. Martel handles this part of the story perfectly: one would expect 
Life of Pi to become cute, or perhaps preachy, but it is neither. Life on the boat proceeds in
strict accordance with the rules of ecology and territorialism, and the interdependence of 
the passengers is both believable and absorbing. Life of Pi is a superb novel, both for its 
story and for its rich examinations of religion, isolation, and love. If this is an indication of 
what is to come, we can expect great things from Yann Martel.

Description:
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WYNN Books
Title: The Shadow of the Wind - Carlos Ruis Zafon

Grade
Level: 11-12

Ruiz Zafón's novel, a bestseller in his native Spain, takes the satanic touches from Angel 
Heart and stirs them into a bookish intrigue à la Foucault's Pendulum. The time is the 
1950s; the place, Barcelona. Daniel Sempere, the son of a widowed bookstore owner, is 10
when he discovers a novel, The Shadow of the Wind, by Julián Carax. The novel is rare, 
the author obscure, and rumors tell of a horribly disfigured man who has been burning 
every copy he can find of Carax's novels. The man calls himself Laín Coubert-the name of 
the devil in one of Carax's novels. As he grows up, Daniel's fascination with the mysterious
Carax links him to a blind femme fatale with a "porcelain gaze," Clara Barceló; another fan,
a leftist jack-of-all-trades, Fermín Romero de Torres; his best friend's sister, the delectable
Beatriz Aguilar; and, as he begins investigating the life and death of Carax, a cast of 
characters with secrets to hide. Officially, Carax's dead body was dumped in an alley in 
1936. But discrepancies in this story surface. Meanwhile, Daniel and Fermín are being 
harried by a sadistic policeman, Carax's childhood friend. As Daniel's quest continues, 
frightening parallels between his own life and Carax's begin to emerge. Ruiz Zafón strives 
for a literary tone, and no scene goes by without its complement of florid, cute and inexact 
similes and metaphors (snow is "God's dandruff"; servants obey orders with "the efficiency
and submissiveness of a body of well-trained insects"). Yet the colorful cast of characters, 
the gothic turns and the straining for effect only give the book the feel of para-literature or 
the Hollywood version of a great 19th-century novel.

Description:

Title: October Sky - Homer Hickman
Grade
Level: 10-12

Great memoirs must balance the universal and the particular. Too much of the former 
makes it overly familiar; too much of the latter makes readers ask what the story has to do
with them. In his debut, Hickam, a retired NASA engineer, walks that line beautifully. On 
one level, it's the story of a teenage boy who learns about dedication, responsibility, 
thermodynamics and girls. On the other hand, it's about a dying way of life in a coal town 
where the days are determined by the rhythms of the mine and the company that controls 
everything and everybody. Hickam's father is Coalwood, W.Va.'s mine superintendent, 
whose devotion to the mine is matched only by his wife's loathing for it. When Sputnik 
inspires "Sonny" with an interest in rockets, she sees it not as a hobby but as a way to 
escape the mines. After an initial, destructive try involving 12 cherry bombs, Sonny and his
cronies set up the Big Creek Missile Agency (BCMA). From Auk I (top altitude, six feet), 
through Auk XXXI (top altitude, 31,000 feet), the boys experiment with nozzles, fins and, 
most of all, fuel, graduating from a basic black powder to "rocket candy" (melted potassium
chlorate and sugar) to "Zincoshine" (zinc, sulfur, moonshine). But Coalwood is the real star,
here. Teachers, clergy, machinists, town gossips, union, management, everyone become 
co-conspirators in the BCMA's explosive three-year project.

Description:

13Page



WYNN Books
Title: Science 10 - Addison Wesley

Grade
Level: 10-12

Author(s): Sandner, L. et al.
Copyright Year: 2004
ISBN: 0201729687
Publisher: Addison Wesley/Pearson Education Canada Inc.
Distributor:  Pearson Canada
Resource Description: 510 pages, hardcover

Curriculum Area: Science  10
Grades: 10, 11, 12

Description:

Title: On Cue 2
Grade
Level: 10-12

Product Title: On Cue 2 (Modern Drama)    
Price (plus Taxes): $ 45.50

Author: D. Eaton
Copyright Year: 1991
ISBN's [ISBN: 9780774713696]
[ISBN-10: 0774713690]
Publisher/Supplier(s): Nelson Education Ltd
Description: Text - 348 Pages - Softcover

Description:

Title: Crossroads 10 - Richard Davies
Grade
Level: 10-12

Series: Crossroads

Required Resources
Author: Davies et al
Copyright Year: 2000
ISBN's [ISBN: 9780771513329]
[ISBN-10: 0771513321]
Publisher/Supplier(s): Nelson Education Ltd
Description: Text - 352 Pages - Hardcover

Description:
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WYNN Books
Title: Science Connect 1

Grade
Level: 10

This resource is designed to meet the needs and learning styles of Science 14 students 
who typically prefer visual ways of learning and are motivated by relevant contexts, hands-
on activities and interactive resources. The print resource features many visuals, hands-on
activities, and a simplified reading level that balances science content with a variety of 
formal and informal activities to enhance student comprehension.

Series: Required Resources
Copyright Year: 2002
ISBN's [ISBN: 9780070890923]
[ISBN-10: 0070890927]
Publisher/Supplier(s): McGraw Hill Ryerson Ltd.
Description: Text

Description:

Title: Science Connect 2
Grade
Level: 10-12

Copyright Year: 2003
ISBN's [ISBN: 9780070890947]
[ISBN-10: 0070890943]
Publisher/Supplier(s): McGraw Hill Ryerson Ltd.
Description: Text - 320 Pages - Hardcover

Description:

Title: On Stage 2 - Bob Cameron
Grade
Level: 10-12

Author: B. Cameron
Publication Year: 1984
Publisher/Supplier(s): Materials Resource Unit
Edition: 2nd Edition

Description:
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WYNN Books
Title: The Mosquito Coast - Paul Theroux

Grade
Level: 10-12

In one of Theroux's most magnificent novels, the paranoid, brilliant, and self-destructive 
Allie Fox takes his family to live in the Honduran jungle, determined to build a civilization 
better than the one they've left.

Description:

Title: Inside Stories II
Grade
Level: 10-12

Author(s): Kirkland, G.; Davies, R. (eds.)
Copyright Year: (1999)
ISBN: 0774705833
Publisher: Harcourt Canada Ltd.
Distributor:  Thomson Nelson
Resource Description: 332 pages, softcover

Curriculum Area: English Language Arts  20-1 / 20-2
Grades: 10, 11, 12

Description:

Title: Death of a Salesman - Arthur Miller
Grade
Level: 10-12

Arthur Miller's 1949 Death of a Salesman has sold 11 million copies, and Willy Loman didn't
make all those sales on a smile and a shoeshine. This play is the genuine article--it's got 
the goods on the human condition, all packed into a day in the life of one self-deluded, self-
promoting, self-defeating soul. It's a sturdy bridge between kitchen-sink realism and 
spectral abstraction, the facts of particular hard times and universal themes.

Description:
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WYNN Books
Title: Jesus of History Christ of Faith - Thomas Zanzig

Grade
Level: 11-12

Grade 11 Religion TextbookDescription:

Title: In the Heat of the Night - John Ball
Grade
Level: 10-12

It's the 1960s. A hot August night lies heavy over the Carolinas. The corpse -- legs 
sprawled, stomach down on the concrete pavement, arms above the head -- brings the 
patrol car to a halt. The local police pick up a black stranger named Virgil Tibbs, only to 
discover that their most likely suspect is a homicide detective from California -- and the 
racially tense community's single hope in solving a brutal murder that turns up no 
witnesses, no motives, no clues.

Description:

Title: Imprints 12: Short Stories, Poetry, Essays, Media, Drama
Grade
Level: 11-12

Imprints 12: Short Stories, Poetry, Essays, Media, Drama (Student Text) 
525 pages
Copyright: 2002
Curriculum Area: English Language Arts
Grade(s): 10, 11, 12
Imprints 12 is a comprehensive anthology containing a wide range of Canadian and 
international text choices - short stories, poetry, nonfiction, media, and modern drama. +...

Description:
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WYNN Books
Title: Heart of Darkness - Joseph Conrad

Grade
Level: 10-12

Set in the Belgian Congo during the 19th century Heart of Darkness, by Joseph Conrad, is
a journey to the darkest corners of the wilderness and the human heart. The story is told by
Marlow, a sailor, who journeys to the Congo to captain a river steamer and ends up on a 
expedition to save an extraordinary ivory trader by the name of Mr. Kurtz.

Throughout this journey he encounters the raw brutality of colonialism in all its horror and 
greed. Conrad brings the reader to the frontier where men do savage things all for the 
spoils of conquest. This is in sharp contrast with other African adventure classics, such as
King Solomon's Mines, which take a much more amiable view of the conquest of Africa.

Conrad shows all this barbarism with vivid imagery. His description of the Congo wilderness
brings it life with all the mystery and majesty it is due. Conrad's prose is magnificent; you 
feel like you are at Marlow's side throughout the whole story. However anyone thinking this
is a fast paced thriller is mistaken. It plot moves at a leisurely pace and isn't as rushed as 
novels today.

Another one of the beauties of this book is its re-readability. I first read it through without 
reading the introduction and I am glad I did. It let me interpret the meaning of the book 
without anyone else's influences and when I read the introduction at the end I found that 
there was a myriad of other themes that could be drawn from the story that I had not 
thought of. I am now reading it a second time in a new light. I suggest anyone reading it the
first time to skip the intro and the footnotes until you've read it once. It will definitely make it
a more enjoyable read.

Not that it is not already an excellent book. Heart of Darkness is a literature masterpiece 
that shows the raw repugnant character of colonialism and human nature with haunting 

Description:

Title: In Search of the Good
Grade
Level: 12

This book is described as one which will “guide you as you undertake your search for the 
good life,” in your search for happiness. It refers to “solid points of reference” in the moral 
life and the “development of skills” in order to be able to navigate through life using these 
reference points.

Description:
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WYNN Books
Title: Exploring Religions of the World - Nancy Clemmons

Grade
Level: 11-12

For Grades 11-12
The approach to studying and comparing religion taken by Nancy Clemmons, SNJM is to 
expand an ever-widening circle that begins with the teen's understanding of their own 
religious roots.
Beginning with Judaism and Christianity, Clemmons widens the circle further to discuss first
another major monotheistic faith (Islam) before turning to other ancient religions of the 
world (Hinduism, Sikhism, Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, and Shintoism) that have 
reemerged in various forms in North America today. Clemmons returns full circle to explore
a variety of religious traditions that have sprung from America's Protestant roots including
Mormonism, Jehovah's Witness, and the Church of Christ, Scientist.
A brief history (including information on the founder and other major figures), scripture or 
other major writings, beliefs and practices, and sacred times are included as part of the 
study of each religion. Clemmons also shows how each religion impacts North America 
today, and how North Americans impact these religions through the inclusion of personal 
profiles that describe situations where the religion has likely already intersected with the 
teen's own experiences.

Description:

Title: Shepherd Leadership - McCormick- Davenport
Grade
Level: 11-12

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures;
He leadeth me bedside the still waters;
He restoreth my soul.
Today's professionals need reliable models to teach them how to become better leaders. In
this remarkable book, leadership experts Blaine McCormick and David Davenport introduce
us to a new kind of leader by offering a new image of leadership— the leader as shepherd.
Drawing on the wisdom of the timeless Twenty-Third Psalm, King David's psalm, the 
authors provide professionals with ancient wisdom for grappling with today's leadership 
challenges. Shepherd Leadership offers a much-needed lens through which to consider our
own leadership as well as the leadership of those around us. This important book teaches 
us important lessons about leadership: we can be vigilant without being adversarial, we can
serve without being passive, and we can guide without commanding. Shepherd Leadership
offers a visionary new model for transforming leadership practices in both corporate and 
small business settings. This is whole-person leadership. It's not just a matter of thinking or
doing things a certain way. It's a fully integrated life— a matter of head and hand and heart.
It's a way of thinking and doing and being.

Description:
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WYNN Books
Title: Exploring Globalization - Gardner - Lavold

Grade
Level: 10-12

Product Title: Exploring Globalization: Student Resource
(includes a rich variety of over 450 photos, maps, illustrations, charts and political cartoons
to provide context for narrative and increase readability, inquiry questions in each chapter 
encourage students to actively explore dynamic relationships among the course key issue,
related issues and chapter issues, and engages learners in critical thinking, skill 
development and multiple perspectives. Visit www.ExploringGlobalization.ca to preview 
sample material and tour online Learning Centre.)    View Product Image
Price (plus Taxes): $ 89.60
Author: R Gardner et al
Copyright Year: 2007
ISBN's [ISBN: 9780070976726]
[ISBN-10: 0070976724]
Publisher/Supplier(s): McGraw Hill Ryerson Ltd.
Description: Text - 448 Pages - Hardcover

Description:

Title: The 100-Mile Diet - Alisa Smith & J.B. MacKinnon
Grade
Level: 10-12

Over a meal of fish, potatoes, and wild mushrooms foraged outside their cabin in British 
Columbia, the authors of this charmingly eccentric memoir decide to embark on a year of 
eating food grown within 100 miles of their Vancouver apartment. Thus begins an 
exploration of the foodways of the Pacific northwest, along which the authors, both 
professional writers, learn to can their own vegetables, grow their own herbs, search out 
local wheat silos and brew jars of blueberry jam. They also lose weight, bicker and down 
hefty quantities of white wine from local vineyards. Their engaging narrative is sprinkled 
with thought-provoking reportage, such as a UK study that shows the time people spend 
shopping the supermarket-driving, parking and wandering the aisles-is "nearly equal to that
spent preparing food from scratch twenty years ago." Though their tone can wax preachy, 
the wisdom of their advice is obvious, and the deliciousness of their bounty is tantalizing-if 
local eating means a sandwich full of peppers, fried mushrooms, and "delectably oozing 
goat cheese," their efforts appear justified.

Description:
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WYNN Books
Title: The Thirteenth Tale - Diane Setterfield

Grade
Level: 10-12

When a first novel is immediately (and enthusiastically) compared to the works of such 
literary luminaries as the Bronte sisters, Jane Austen and Charles Dickens, a large dose of
skepticism is in order. I read this book with a jaundiced eye, expecting to eventually 
uncover at least one unconvincing character, a plot twist that failed to surprise, or a 
passage less than vivid, unworthy of the masters.

I did not.

Diane Setterfield's The Thirteenth Tale carries the reader along like a turbulent river, with 
unexpected eddies and undertows you can't escape. The characters are absolutely true to 
the worlds of Dickens and Austen, but they're originals, not derivatives. They grieve and 
you do, they rejoice and you do, they die and you do- almost. The whole atmosphere of the
book is powerful and sweeping, in the manner of Henry James or even Joseph Conrad. 
(Well, minus all those ships, of course.) If I had to pick one story that gave the same overall
effect as Setterfield's book, I'd pick The Turn of the Screw, since the ghost element in 
Setterfield's book is equally shocking and unique, although James's classic novella lacks 
the grand span and scope of The Thirteenth Tale. Then again, Setterfield's characters 
could just as easily find a home in Dickens' dangerous London squalor or in the halls of a 
Bronte mansion, the air thick with secrets and heavy with troubled specters anxious to 
make themselves known.

Intriguing, daring and even downright heart pounding at times, The Thirteenth Tale might 
well give you nightmares at the end, but they'll be the best- and most original- nightmares 
you've ever had.

Description:

Title: Viewpoints 12
Grade
Level: 12

Product Title: Viewpoints 12, Student Resource (Softcover)    
Price (plus Taxes): $ 49.50

Series: Prentice Hall Senior English Series
Author: R. Dawe et al
Copyright Year: 2002
ISBN's [ISBN: 9780130924506]
[ISBN-10: 0130924504]
Publisher/Supplier(s): Pearson Education Canada
Description: Text - 718 Pages - Softcover

Description:
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WYNN Books
Title: The Wars - Timothy Findley

Grade
Level: 11-12

Timothy Findley's slim, dense novel The Wars offers nothing short of an explanation of 
human violence. However alien or mad Findley's World War I events become, war itself is 
repeatedly depicted as damnably quotidian. A front-line nurse confesses, "the passions 
involved were as ordinary as me and my sister fighting over who's going to cook the dinner.
And who won't." Bringing Dostoyevsky's moral palette to the trenches of the Great War, 
The Wars seems compelled to reveal how the same men who save one another's lives will
also torture trench rats or stray cats for sport.
Written in surgically precise prose and studded with unforgettable scenes and memorable 
characters, The Wars is Findley at his best. In Cambridgeshire are "towns with names like
Camden Lights and Grantchester--roads that wind past canals and over bridges--whirl you 
round a hundred village greens, scattering geese and waving at children--whip you past the
naked swimmers in the ponds and deposit you at inn yards where the smell of ale and 
apples makes you drunk before you've passed the gate." Informed, compassionate, and 
insightful, The Wars is uniquely sensitive to the causes of social division and union.

Description:

Title: Inherit the Wind - Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee
Grade
Level: 10-12

The accused was a slight, frightened man who had  deliberately broken the law. His trial 
was a Roman  circus. The chief gladiators were two great legal  giants of the century. Like 
two bull elephants  locked in mortal combat, they bellowed and roared  imprecations and 
abuse. The spectators sat uneasily  in the sweltering heat with murder in their hearts,  
barely able to restrain themselves. At stake was  the freedom of every American. One of 
the most  moving and meaningful plays of our generation. "a  tidal wave of a drama."

Description:
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WYNN Books
Title: A Streetcar Named Desire - Tennessee Williams

Grade
Level: 10-12

Widely considered a landmark play, Streetcar deals with a culture clash between two 
symbolic characters, Blanche DuBois, a pretentious, fading relic of the Old South, and 
Stanley Kowalski, a rising member of the industrial, urban immigrant class. The play 
presents Blanche DuBois, a fading but still-attractive Southern belle whose pretensions to 
virtue and culture only thinly mask alcoholism and delusions of grandeur. Her poise is an 
illusion she presents to shield others, but most of all herself, from her reality, and an 
attempt to make herself still attractive to new male suitors. Blanche arrives at the apartment
of her sister Stella Kowalski in the Faubourg Marigny of New Orleans, on Elysian Fields 
Avenue; the local transportation she takes to arrive there includes a streetcar route named
"Desire". The steamy, urban ambiance is a shock to Blanche's nerves. Explaining that her 
ancestral southern plantation, Belle Reve (translated from French as "Beautiful Dream", 
though the correct French phrase is actually Beau Rêve), in Laurel, Mississippi, has been 
"lost" due to the "epic fornications" of her ancestors, Blanche is welcomed with some 
trepidation by Stella, who fears the reaction of her husband Stanley. Here "epic 
fornications" may be interpreted as the debauchery of her ancestors which in turn caused 
them financial losses. Blanche explains to them how her supervisor told her she could take
time off from her job as an English teacher because of her upset nerves, when in fact, she
has been fired for having an affair with a 17-year-old student. This turns out not to be the 
only seduction she has engaged in—and, along with other problems, has left Laurel to 
escape. A brief marriage scarred by discovery of her spouse, Allen Grey, having a 
homosexual affair and his subsequent suicide has led Blanche to live in a world in which 
her fantasies and illusions are seamlessly mixed with her reality.

Description:

Title: Cloning Miranda - Carol Matas
Grade
Level: 07-09

Young Miranda thinks she has her whole life ahead of her when she suddenly learns that 
she’s dying from a mysterious disease. Carted off to a private clinic and subjected to her 
parent’s bizarre behaviour, Miranda becomes distraught. She confides in her best friend 
Emma and together, the two girls uncover a truth that may be far worse than anything they
could have imagined -- Miranda’s parents are preparing to have her cloned! Carol Matas’ 
Cloning Miranda is a heart-stopping thriller designed for the astute, yet adventurous young 
reader.

Description:
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WYNN Books
Title: Forbidden City - William Bell

Grade
Level: 07-12

Alex, 17-year-old war aficionado and son of a Canadian cameraman, accompanies his 
father to China and becomes enmeshed in the Tiananmen incident of 1989. He gets 
separated from his father, is befriended by some students, witnesses a good deal of the 
massacre, and is finally smuggled out by a student who pays for his liberation with her life.
This is a blood-and-thunder story, and Bell tells it with gusto. Incidents are piled on one 
another, background descriptions are very convincing, and at times readers will almost feel
they are there. All this amounts to an incredibly compelling novel. Curiously, when the 
protagonist is not in China, he becomes somewhat one-dimensional. The beginning is a tad
contrived to lead to the real meat of the novel, and the ending is pat beyond common 
decency (in a grand, melodramatic scene, Alex destroys all his war toys back in comfy 
surburban Toronto). Yet the preponderant part of this novel is marvelously realized, partially
from the immediacy of using first-person narration, partially from telling vignettes that really
bring the time, place, and situation to life in a most memorable way. There is also a certain
ring of truth about some elements of the story that resonates long after putting this novel 
down. In spite of the flaws, this is an excellent tale, well told, and a historical novel of note.

Description:

Title: Killing Mr. Griffin - Lois Duncan
Grade
Level: 07-09

A group of students kidnap their teacher to "teach him a lesson," but their plans go awry 
when he dies, leaving them in a morass of lies and guilt.

Description:

Title: Blue Moon - Marilyn Halvorson
Grade
Level: 07-09

Bobbie Joe didn't set out to buy a limping blue roan mare--she wanted a colt she could train
to barrel race. But the horse is a fighter, just like Bobbie Joe. Now all she has to do is train 
the sour old mare that obviously has a past. While she nurses the horse back to health, 
Bobbie Joe realizes that the horse, now called Blue Moon, may have more history than she
first thought. With the help of the enigmatic Cole, she slowly turns the horse into a barrel 
racer.

This book is a high interest, low vocabulary book intended for grades 7-9.

Description:
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WYNN Books
Title: Bull Rider - Marilyn Halvorson

Grade
Level: 07-09

In spite of his father's death at the National Finals six years earlier, Layne is determined to
become an award-winning bull rider. His mother is adamant that he not ride, so the 16-
year-old must practice in secret at a friend's family arena. When a rogue bull, Rhino, nearly
finishes him off, Jana's grandfather agrees to train Layne. A convenient wedding gets his 
mom out of the way so that the teen can ride in the local rodeo, predictably, on Rhino. He 
survives, his mom loves him anyway, and he gets a nice kiss from Jana. Halvorson 
portrays her protagonist as an everyteen hero with fair success: he gets angry, gets hurt, 
takes responsibility for his actions, and shows brotherly affection for his younger sister on 
several occasions. The author also highlights the often-overlooked sport of rodeo riding 
without dramatizing the very real dangers or flooding readers with unwanted details.

This is a high interest low vocabulary book intended for grades 7-9.

Description:

Title: Science in Action 9
Grade
Level: 09

Science Grade 9 Textbook
Series: Science in Action
Copyright Year: 2002
ISBN's [ISBN: 9780201729634]
[ISBN-10: 0201729636]
Publisher/Supplier(s): Pearson Education Canada
Description: Text - Hardcover

Description:

Title: The Tuesday Cafe - Don Trembath
Grade
Level: 07-09

Harper Winslow, 15, is the cynical, disaffected child of affluent, preoccupied parents. 
Brought before a judge for setting a garbage can on fire in his Emville, Alberta, high school,
Harper is sentenced to 40 hours of community service and a 2000-word essay on "How I 
Plan to Turn My Life Around." His efficient mother enrolls him in a local writing class called 
"The Tuesday Cafe." Thrust into this unpretentious, educationally and intellectually 
challenged group, Harper gradually sheds his aloof, defensive facade. He learns that self-
worth and friendships derive from openness, honesty, and accountability. His coming-of-
age testimonial exposes the contemporary malaise of wealthy teenagers who need parental
communications more than material advantages. Adolescent sarcasm and perceptions 
lighten the narrative and clearly depict the personalities of the judge, parents, guidance 
counselor, and the motley "Tuesday Cafe" crew. Harper's introspection, candor, and 
resolutions ring true. The engaging conversational style, upbeat ending, and "take control 
of your life" message combine to create an appealing package.

Description:
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WYNN Books
Title: Village of the Vampire Cat - Lensey Namioka

Grade
Level: 07-09

Named one the Best Books for Young Adults by the American Library Association and 
awarded the Edgar Allan Poe Award by the Mystery Writers of America, Village of the 
Vampire Cat is an action-packed and suspenseful ride. Zenta and Matsuzo, two ronin 
(masterless samurai) arrive at the home of Zenta's old friend, only to find that the village is
being tormented by an unknown force. A mysterious killer known as the Cat has already 
killed four young girls, and now Zenta and Matsuzo must put an end to the terror.

Description:

Title: Rain Man - Leonore Fleischer
Grade
Level: 07-09

Selfish yuppie Charlie Babbitt's father dies and leaves a fortune -- to Raymond, the 
institutionalized savant brother that Charlie didn't know he had. They set out on a cross-
country journey of discovery.

Charley is a hustler. He's been on his own long enough to know how to work people and 
situations. He finds that the father who threw him out as a teen ager has died. He's left him
a now antique convertible and something more important, a previously unknown brother, 
Raymond. Raymond is Autistic, but is able to calculate complicated mathematical problems
in his head with great speed and accuracy. Their father has left his fortune to Raymond 
who doesn't even understand what money is for. Charley is enraged by what has happened
and by his father keeping Raymond's existence from him for his entire life. He kidnaps 
Raymond from his residential home but then finds that Raymond will only fly Qantas. The 
two begin a long road trip that will lead them to an understanding of each other.

Description:

Title: Tiger Eyes - Judy Blume
Grade
Level: 07-09

"After the murder of her father in his Atlantic City 7-11 store, 15-year-old Davey Wexler, her
mother and young brother go to stay in Los Alamos, New Mexico . . . The plot is strong, 
interesting and believable. The story though intense and complicated flows smoothly and 
easily. Blume has come of age".--VOYA. ALA Best Book for Young Adults; New York 
Times Outstanding Children's Books of the Year.

Description:
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WYNN Books
Title: Breakout - Paul Fleischman

Grade
Level: 07-09

Running away from her latest foster home, 17-year-old Del begins her new life trapped in 
traffic on a Los Angeles freeway, gathering the experiences that will fuel her successful 
later life as Elena Franco, playwright and performance artist. When a serious accident turns
the Santa Monica freeway into a virtual parking lot, Del whiles away her time, cleaning her
new old car, watching the people around her, wandering off in search of food and a 
bathroom, and finally participating in an impromptu talent show. Interspersed with these 
mundane activities are scenes from Elena's monologues written eight years later and 
presented in italics and a description of an out-of-body experience she had in a similar 
traffic jam in which she flies over the traffic carefully observing the people around her. Her 
intriguing character sketches include an insurance agent attempting to get on with his work
in spite of the baby in back, a boy with a stolen '51 Hudson Hornet that attracts everyone's
attention, and a pair of drain cleaners who see a golden opportunity to pick up women. 
Through Elena, readers learn that Del successfully broke away not only from the traffic jam
but also from her old life, and has made a living and a family of her own. Del is a believable
teen, poised on the edge of something new but not quite yet sure where her talents will take
her. Fleischman's artful structure, distinctive voices, and carefully chosen details make this
a splendid choice for teens on the verge of a breakout of their own.

Description:

Title: After the War - Carol Matas
Grade
Level: 07-09

Matas's historical novel shows that the persecution of Europe's Jewish population did not 
end with their liberation from the Nazi death camps. She tells the story of Ruth, 15, who 
makes her way back from Buchenwald to her Polish homeland to discover that Jews are 
still viewed by others with suspicion and hatred. Desperate and alone, she meets Saul, who
persuades her to join a group of refugees planning to emigrate to Palestine. Historically, the
book is accurate and references to actual events are interwoven neatly into the narrative. 
The author does oversimplify the position of the British and their decision to stop Jewish 
immigration to Palestine, and this is a definite weakness. Nonetheless, the story is strong 
and compelling and the use of descriptive language creates a mood of desperation and 
hope combined with a commitment to survival. The use of flashbacks is effective and 
serves to sustain the mood as well as add depth to Ruth's character. After the War is a 
thought-provoking novel that offers great insight into the current problems in the Middle 
East and the passion with which the Jewish people will fight to protect what they perceive to
be rightfully theirs.

Description:
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Title: Eldest - Christopher Paolini

Grade
Level: 07-09

Eragon and his dragon, Saphira, have survived the battle at Tronjheim, but their challenges
are not over. Galbatorix, the corrupt emperor, still rules Alagaesia and is looking for them. 
The magically bonded pair must help the rebellious Varden regroup after their leader is 
slain. Eragon helps deal with the resulting diplomatic complexities and then leaves for Du
Weldenvarden, the home of the Elves, in order to finish his training as a Dragon Rider. 
Meanwhile, his cousin Roran must unite the small town of Carvahall as it is battered by 
Galbatorix's forces, including the nasty Ra'zac. The story alternates between Eragon and 
Saphira and their political maneuvering and Roran and his more traditional adventure over 
land and sea. Paolini provides a worthy companion to Eragon (Knopf, 2003), though it does
not stand alone (a summary of the first book will be included in the final edition). The plot–
indeed, most of the fantasy conventions–is heavily inspired by Tolkien, McCaffrey, and 
especially George Lucas. The momentum of the narrative is steady and consistent: a 
problem presents itself and is neatly (and conveniently) solved before the next one arises,
making it appealing to some adventure-quest fantasy fans and runescape.com players. 
Eragon's journey to maturity is well handled. He wrestles earnestly with definitions for good
and evil, and he thoughtfully examines the question of good at what price.

Description:

Title: Men of Stone - Gayle Friesen
Grade
Level: 07-09

In this captivating tale, Ben Conrad, 15, confronts manhood and family. Raised in a 
household of four women, he finds his curiosity about his family history, including 
knowledge of his dad who died when Ben was five, sparked by an unexpected visit from his
octogenarian Aunt Frieda. The boy learns of his Mennonite roots; his father's artistic 
talents; his mother's devastation by her husband's death; and his own talent as a dancer, 
which turns out to be part blessing and part curse. A local bully incites anger in the 
ordinarily restrained, sensitive Ben, and despite offers of help, he decides he must face him
alone. In a journey of mind, body, and spirit, he learns to emphasize his strengths and 
conquer his weaknesses. The plot reveals itself through several characters but the 
message remains constant: Be true to yourself. The story is quick to read and engaging 
enough to interest even reluctant readers. Historical references to Frieda's life in Russia 
prompt readers to consider what it is like to be oppressed, whether by bullies in your 
neighborhood or in your government.

Description:

Title: Dream Merchant - Isabel Hoving
Grade
Level: 07-09

Josh Cope, a dreamy, gadget-obsessed 12-year-old, is chosen, with friend Baz, to work at
an old company called Gippart. The boys are teamed up with Theresa, and the three enter 
its trading zone, called umaya. Umaya is the collective unconscious of humankind, and 
Gippart has discovered the secret of physically entering it and selling fantastic goods and 
concepts. The three young people are soon trapped in there, which starts a multilevel, 
action-crammed plot. They are hunted by a ghost-made-flesh and her accompanying 
guardian angel. Two Gippart employees who also want to use them for personal gain track
them. Josh and friends are stuck in a repeating pattern so that whenever they fall asleep, 
they travel backwards in umaya time. They realize their actual goal: to right an ancient 
wrong committed by company founders. This is a lengthy tale with an extremely 
complicated setup. Readers who commit themselves to it will be well rewarded; the intricate
plot is deep and gratifying. Despite the sprawling, fast-paced action, it's a personal story; 
nightmarish monsters plague the heroes, and each one must make a momentous decision
or slay a private demon before returning home. This novel speaks to the art of storytelling, 
the conflict-filled history of the world, and the nature of greed and selfishness.

Description:
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Title: Adrenalin Ride - Pam Withers

Grade
Level: 07-09

 This is the third adrenalin-pumping outdoor sports adventure in the Take It to the Extreme
series with best friends Peter and Jake. It's summer vacation, and when Ron, a former 
guide with Sam's Adventure Tours, invites Jake and Peter to help develop a mountain bike
trail in in British Columbia, near the American border, the boys can't believe their luck. Or 
so they think.

As they start working hard in an isolated park, the boys sense that Ron might not be telling 
the truth and they begin to question his motives. When Peter tells Jake about his 
misgivings, things start to heat up. Join the boys as they plunge into the mountain-biking 
descent of their lives.

Description:

Title: Caged Eagles - Eric Walters
Grade
Level: 07-09

This sequel to War of the Eagles (Orca, 1998) stands on its own. In 1942, all the 
inhabitants of the fishing village in British Columbia where Tadashi Fukushima was born 
and raised are evicted and temporarily resettled in a former Vancouver fairgrounds. 
Courtesy, patience, and a fatalistic attitude seem to help the adults cope with the indignities
to which they are subjected. However, 14-year-old Tadashi can't understand why they 
cooperate when family possessions must be left behind; his father is forced to live 
separately; and he, his mother, sisters, and elderly grandmother must make an animal's 
stall their home. Soon he finds a friend with whom he can explore and test the limits of their
confinement. Slipping under the fence, they venture outside, only to discover the hostility of
Vancouver streets. In the end, though, their willingness to take risks makes it possible for 
his father and other villagers to decide the fate of their boats, which represent their 
livelihood. Tadashi is a likable character who struggles to understand how his hardworking 
father and neighbors could be seen as spies, cares deeply for his family, and even has 
sympathy for the discomfort of a Canadian bureaucrat. Readers share his bewilderment at 
the injustice of his situation. In an afterword, the author makes clear the point at which the 
fiction differs from the historical record and discusses the difficulty of writing from outside 
the culture. A disturbing and convincing story that needs to be told.

Description:

Title: Black Mirror - Nancy Werlin
Grade
Level: 07-12

Werlin has written an intriguing story using subtle foreshadowing to build tension and create
a sense of urgency while weaving a psychological study of a high school student who has 
no friends and little self-esteem. Abandoned by her mother and raised by an emotionally 
distant father, Frances, a teen of Japanese-Jewish descent, struggles to accept herself and
cope with her brother's suicide. She recognizes that to come to grips with her guilt and 
grief, she must understand the reasons behind Daniel's tragic death. Daniel was actively 
involved with Unity, their private school's charitable organization, but Frances avoided it, 
even though it was responsible for both siblings' scholarships. She feels the need to carry 
on his work with Unity despite the unwillingness of the group to accept her. As time passes,
she senses that things are not right; teachers, students, and the organization itself are not
who they seem to be. What she uncovers puts her own life in danger and leads to some 
shocking truths about Daniel's life and death. Readers will relate to Frances's internal and 
external struggles as she tries to sort out the motives of the various characters with whom 
she comes in contact. Werlin has hit the jackpot with this well-written and masterfully 
developed novel. A can't-put-it-down mystery thriller.

Description:
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Title: Locked in Time - Lois Duncan

Grade
Level: 07-09

It doesn't occur to Nore to take the dream-warning seriously. Her new stepmother and 
stepbrother seem nice. But why does Nore feel so uneasy around them?

Description:

Title: Mystery and Wonder Anthology
Grade
Level: 07-09

Series: Multi-Source Mystery
Author: M. Iveson et al
Copyright Year: 1993
ISBN's [ISBN: 9780130170880]
[ISBN-10: 0130170887]
Publisher/Supplier(s): Pearson Education Canada
Description: Novel/Reader/Storybook/Play/Poetry - 144 Pages

Description:

Title: Run for Your Life - Marilyn Levy
Grade
Level: 06-09

Focus and purpose can change a life. This theme underlies Levy's story about Kisha Clark
and some girls from an inner-city project. There are many elements of successful fiction 
here. Several characters, including Kisha and her best friend Natonia, have some depth. 
Drug trafficking and violence are among the nightmarish conditions with which these 
youngsters must cope. Levy deals honestly with her characters, some of whom are sexually
active at age 14. Kisha's unemployed father's frustrations and self-doubt lead to spousal 
abuse, triggered by her mother's attempt to better herself in spite of her husband's 
objections. Natonia is sexually abused by her two uncles. Into this milieu comes Darren, a 
dedicated and enthusiastic community service worker who seems to know exactly how to 
reach these youngsters. His idea for a girl's track team takes hold, and it is this focus that 
gives these young women hope and improves their self-esteem. An understanding English 
teacher offers a safe haven to Natonia and manages to have just the talents needed to 
assist the team. In spite of some convenient twists, two adults who are almost too good to 
be true, and the author's attempt to deal with too many problems, this is a highly readable 
and engrossing story that demonstrates how poverty can cripple succeeding generations of
a family.

Description:
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Title: Crossroads 9

Grade
Level: 09

Series: Crossroads
Author(s): Saliani, D.; Morine, N.
Copyright Year: 1999
ISBN: 0771513240
Publisher: Gage Educational Publishing Co.
Distributor:  Nelson Thomson Learning
Resource Description: 336 pages, hardcover

Curriculum Area: English Language Arts
Grades: 9
Authorization Status: Basic
Date of Authorization: Monday, June 05, 2000

Description:

Title: Stranger with My Face - Lois Duncan
Grade
Level: 07-09

Have you ever been haunted by the feeling that someone is spying on you, lurking around 
your house and yard, even entering your bedroom? Are your friends plotting against you 
when they say they've seen you do things you know you haven't done? What's going on --
and does Laurie really want to find out?

Description:

Title: Our Canada
Grade
Level: 07

Covers 100% of the Grade 7 social studies curricular outcomes. Developed with the 
student in mind, Our Canada has proven readable and engaging with many visuals and 
activities to peak any students' interest. Our Canada was built on the solid connection to 
new curricular directions (Multiple Perspectives and Inquiry) and developed with careful 
attention to sound pedagogy and best classroom practices (Literacy and Differentiated 
Learning).

Series: Our Canada: Origins, Peoples, Perspectives
Copyright Year: 2006
ISBN: 0176283552
Publisher: Nelson/Duval
Distributor:  Thomson Nelson
Resource Description: 402 pages, hardcover

Curriculum Area: Social Studies
Grades: 7
Authorization Status: Basic

Description:
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Title: Voices of Alberta

Grade
Level: 07

Series: Many Voices (Pearson)
Copyright Year: 2006
ISBN's [ISBN: 9780131737440]
[ISBN-10: 0131737449]
Publisher/Supplier(s): Pearson Education Canada
Description: Text - 330 Pages - Hardcover

Description:

Title: Voices and Visions - A Story of Canada - Daniel Francis
Grade
Level: 07

Series: Voices & Visions: A Story of Canada
Author: D.Francis et al.
Copyright Year: 2006
ISBN's [ISBN: 9780195421699]
[ISBN-10: 0195421698]

Description:

Title: The Convicts - Iain Lawrence
Grade
Level: 07-09

To say that this lively novel is Dickensian is to understate its debt to that author. The story 
abounds in terrifying villains, grime, misery, and cruelty. Yet it also serves up a fair share of
optimism. The narrator, Tom Tin, has fallen on hard times through no fault of his own. 
When his father, an unemployed ship's captain, is taken to debtor's prison, Tom discovers 
the dark underbelly of 19th-century London. He has the incredible luck of finding a valuable
diamond, only to lose it in a grave robbery. Then he is arrested for theft, convicted of 
murder, and incarcerated on a dismal prison ship for boys. There he is mistaken for a boy 
called Smasher, who was part of a dastardly gang of pickpockets. Unfortunately for Tom, 
one of Smasher's victims is also on the ship and vows revenge. A wretched and weak 
youngster named Midgely convinces Tom that they can escape to a better life, and they 
hatch a plan. The plot twists in this story rely on a series of coincidences that no reader will
take seriously, but this is where the fun lies. One is never sure what lurks around the next 
corner. This book is as action packed and as thoroughly researched as the author's 
seafaring trilogy, but it will be accessible to a wider audience because of its easier reading 
level. Give it to reluctant readers who are looking for an exciting adventure.

Description:
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Title: Winners - Mary-Ellen Lang Collura

Grade
Level: 07-09

Novels about troubled youngsters making good through love of a horse or athletic 
achievement are thick on every bookshelf. This one is set apart by the freshness of 
Collura's style and the novel's unusual setting. Jordy Threebears has been in and out of 
foster homes for half of his 15 years. Now he's been sent to live with his grandfather on an 
Indian reserve near Calgary, Alberta. As a Christmas present, the old man gives him a 
tough wild Indian mare, and suddenly Jordy begins to find some meaning in his shattered 
life. Something good has finally happened to balance the deaths of his parents, his lack of 
success at school, and the antagonism of a local white ranch foreman. When the horse 
disappears, he must call on his own new strength and new friends to survive the blow, and 
to go on to become one of the ``winners'' of the title. This title can go right to the top of the 
list of good short books. There's plenty of action, well-rounded Native American characters
(although the non-Indians are a little less clearly drawn), vivid depiction of the setting, and 
the text is as spare and tautly-strung as a prairie pony. The ending, both of the book and of
the horse race, is predictable, but the balance of problem novel and horse story is neatly 
handled.

Description:

Title: Daniel's Story - Carol Matas
Grade
Level: 07-09

Daniel, 14 in 1941, describes first his family's sense of belonging in Germany and their 
refusal to flee their country despite the initial instances of anti-Semitism they experience. By
the time the family is ready to acknowledge the seriousness of their situation, no country is
willing to accept them. They are first deported from Frankfurt to the Lodz ghetto in Poland; 
from Lodz they are sent to Auschwitz, and finally, Daniel and his father are marched to 
Buchenwald. They are the only two members of the family who survive, and are liberated 
by the Americans. Daniel tells his story through the "pictures" he has; at first real 
photographs, and then the images in his head. He is a courageous, sensitive, heroic 
individual who personalizes the events of the Holocaust. His voice rings true; he is 
portrayed as an extraordinary youth, but these were times that demanded an exceptional 
response to increase the likelihood of survival.

Description:

Title: Megiddo's Shadow - Arthur Slade
Grade
Level: 07-09

An engrossing and thought-provoking story of a young man fighting in World War I. Upon 
learning of his brother's death at the German front, 16-year-old Edward Bathe lies about his
age and enlists, leaving Canada and his father's farm for England. When he injures himself
training a horse, he meets Emily Waters, an army nurse. Their relationship progresses 
through letters when Emily transfers to the front. A move from the infantry to the yeomanry
starts Edward's war in earnest, but his plans to avenge his brother's death are altered when
he is sent to Palestine to fight the Turks. Soldiers die from the heat and disease, horses fall
in action, and friends die in battle. The young man's faith in God and in humanity are 
shaken, and he returns to Canada injured in body and spirit. All of the characters are fully 
realized, from Edward, a church-going innocent, to his Uncle Nix, a friend of the family and
an army colonel who spouts platitudes about people in the Empire having to dig in and give
but who honestly believes what he says. Edward's camaraderie with his tent mates keeps 
him reasonably sane until he discovers that one of them enjoys killing. Megiddo's Shadow 
is the perfect book to have on hand for the ever-popular historical-fiction assignment, but 
don't purchase it for only that reason. Buy it because it is a powerful book that needs to be 
read.

Description:
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Title: Hit and Run - Norah McClintock

Grade
Level: 07-09

It’s become imperative for today’s Teen (or Tween) novels to have a healthy dose of 
teenage angst. This is no different in the following three mystery books for young adults, 
where what’s been hidden from these characters is who they are rather than “who done it.”
Take Hit and Run, by four-time Arthur Ellis Award winner Norah McClinton. The book’s 
troubled teen is fifteen-year-old Mike McGill. As is typical of most teen books, Mike does 
not like school and is obsessed with his image. By the second page we know that Mike 
needs to ask for more hours at his part time job and by Chapter Two, we know that he feels
slightly inferior in the company of his rich girlfriend’s family. Mike does not have it easy. His
mother was killed in a car accident when he was eleven, leaving him in the care of his 
irresponsible uncle Billy. Billy, a mechanic, prefers to hang out with his friends drinking and
going to parties rather than making sure that there is food in the fridge. Left on his own 
most of the time, Mike and his friends end up in the police station for stealing baked goods.
There he discovers that his annoying history teacher, Mr. Riel, was actually a former police
officer who was in charge of investigating his mother’s accident. When Mr. Riel offers to 
help Mike figure out exactly what happened to his mother the night she was killed, he 
learns more about his family than he would have liked. A seasoned mystery writer for 
young adult, McClinton delicately inserts clues for her readers; this not only helps further 
the plot, but also allows for character growth. For example, when Mrs. Jhun slips and falls 
on her step dropping all of her groceries, and Mike comes to her aid, we find out that Mike’s
mom had done some bookkeeping for her before she died and that Mrs. Jhun’s husband 
had been killed in a robbery. We also see that although Mike may not have a lot of money,
be good in school or know exactly what he wants in life, he does care about people. 
McClinton uses Mike’s quest as a route to maturity. By learning to trust Mr. Riel and listen 
to his own instincts, Mike comes to terms with some of the illusions that he has held about
his mother and discovers that he has the power to change his personal circumstances. 
Teen readers will not only appreciate Mike’s frustrations over not being accepted by his 

Description:

Title: Believe in Me - Year 7
Grade
Level: 07

Series: We are Stronger Together
Copyright Year: 1995
ISBN's [ISBN: 9780889973145]
[ISBN-10: 0889973148]
Publisher/Supplier(s): Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops
Edition: Revised Edition

Description:
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Title: Stand By Me - Year 8

Grade
Level: 08

Series: We are Stronger Together
Copyright Year: 1996
ISBN's [ISBN: 9780889973480]
[ISBN-10: 0889973482]
Publisher/Supplier(s): Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops
Edition: Revised Edition

Description:

Title: Be With Me - Year 9
Grade
Level: 09

Series: We are Stronger Together
Copyright Year: 1997
ISBN's [ISBN: 9780889973596]
[ISBN-10: 0889973598]
Publisher/Supplier(s): Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops
Description: Text - Hardcover

Description:

Title: The Wave - Todd Strasser
Grade
Level: 07-09

The Wave is based on a true incident that occured in a high school history class in Palo 
Alto, California, in 1969.
The powerful forces of group pressure that pervaded many historic movements such as 
Nazism are recreated in the classroom when history teacher Burt Ross introduces a "new"
system to his students. And before long "The Wave," with its rules of "strength through 
discipline, community, and action, " sweeps from the classroom through the entire school.
And as most of the students join the movement, Laurie Saunders and David Collins 
recognize the frightening momentum of "The Wave" and realize they must stop it before it's
too late.

Description:
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Title: Skinnybones and the Wrinkle Queen - Glen Huser

Grade
Level: 07-09

Tamara, a not-quite-15-year-old foster kid, describes with cynicism her deposit with yet 
another family. She's anorexic, she's a liar and truant, and she defines herself as a future 
model. Jean Barclay is a crotchety 89-year-old rest-home resident with a bum hip and a 
bourbon dependency. Brought together for a school project, each one realizes that the 
other has something she needs: Tamara can drive Jean to Seattle to see a series of 
beloved operas, and Jean can pay for a modeling course for Tamara in Vancouver. In 
alternating first-person narratives, they relate their plan to drive cross country-one to bring 
closure to a life, and the other to open a door. References to Dickens's Great Expectations
and Wagner's Ring Cycle frame the text with some success, but Huser's prose is clunky, 
and his pacing is labored. The narrative voices are neither distinct from one another nor 
convincing. Most disappointing is the characters' lack of depth and growth. Both have 
serious problems (alcoholism, eating disorders) that are oddly made light of. Martha 
Brooks's True Confessions of a Heartless Girl (Farrar, 2003) and Patricia Reilly Giff's 
Pictures of Hollis Woods (Random, 2002) are more compelling explorations of the 
intersection of young and old at differing stages of life's journey.

Description:

Title: Copper Sun - Sharon Draper
Grade
Level: 08-10

When pale strangers enter fifteen-year-old Amari's village, her entire tribe welcomes them; 
for in her remote part of Africa, visitors are always a cause for celebration. But these 
strangers are not here to celebrate. They are here to capture the strongest, healthiest 
villagers and to murder the rest. They are slave traders. And in the time it takes a gun to 
fire, Amari's life as she's known it is destroyed, along with her family and village. Beaten, 
branded, and dragged onto a slave ship, Amari is forced to witness horrors worse than any
nightmare and endure humiliations she had never thought possible -- including being sold 
to a plantation owner in the Carolinas who gives her to his sixteen-year-old son, Clay, as 
his birthday present. Now, survival and escape are all Amari dreams about. As she 
struggles to hold on to her memories in the face of backbreaking plantation work and daily
degradation at the hands of Clay, she finds friendship in unexpected places. Polly, an 
outspoken indentured white girl, proves not to be as hateful as she'd first seemed upon 
Amari's arrival, and the plantation owner's wife, despite her trappings of luxury and demons
of her own, is kind to Amari. But these small comforts can't relieve Amari's feelings of 
hopelessness and despair, and when an opportunity to escape presents itself, Amari and 
Polly decide to work together to find the thing they both want most...freedom. Grand and 
sweeping in scope, detailed and penetrating in its look at the complicated interrelationships
of those who live together on a plantation,Copper Sunis an unflinching and unforgettable 
look at the African slave trade and slavery in America.

Description:
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Title: ScienceFocus 7

Grade
Level: 07

Series: ScienceFocus
Author: D.Gue et al
Copyright Year: 2001
ISBN's [ISBN: 9780070864672]
[ISBN-10: 0070864675]
Publisher/Supplier(s): McGraw Hill Ryerson Ltd.
Description: Text - 507 Pages - Hardcover

Description:

Title: Runnerland - John Burns
Grade
Level: 07-09

Peter’s just a normal teenager living a normal life — until his father suddenly dies and his 
world is turned upside down. Already teetering on the brink of despair, Peter goes over the
edge when he accidentally discovers that he was adopted. Feeling betrayed, overwhelmed,
and confused, Peter runs away from home and goes underground, living with other street 
children in a squat ruled by the creepy yet charismatic Dekman. The constant panhandling
soon bores him, and Peter finds himself blacking out, escaping to a strange subconscious
world he calls Runnerland. As the pressures on the street and in the squat mount, the 
borders between Runnerland and the real world begin to blur, forcing Peter to make some 
hard choices and seek answers to the questions he's been avoiding. But can he escape 
Dekman's cult-like gang? And if so, where will he go? Cautionary without being demeaning,
Runnerland portrays life on the street with chilling accuracy.

Description:

Title: Science in Action 7
Grade
Level: 07

Series: Science in Action
Author: Sandner et al
Copyright Year: 2001
ISBN's [ISBN: 9780201707564]
[ISBN-10: 020170756X]
Publisher/Supplier(s): Pearson Education Canada
Description: Text - 469 Pages - Hardcover

Description:
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Title: Worldviews - Contact and Change

Grade
Level: 08

Developed in conjunction with Alberta Education to meet the outcomes of the new Grade 8
Social Studies curriculum, Worldviews: Contact and Change addresses each of the general
outcomes while supporting the specific outcomes and skills and processes.

Description:

Title: Our Worldviews - Nelson
Grade
Level: 08

The Our Worldviews Student Resource covers 100% of the Grade 8 social studies 
curricular outcomes. Developed by Alberta teachers for Alberta students, Our Worldviews 
has proven readable and engaging with many visuals and activities to fuel any students' 
interest. Our Worldviews was built on the solid connection to new curricular directions 
(Multiple Perspectives and Inquiry) and developed with careful attention to sound pedagogy
and best classroom practices (Literacy and Differentiated Learning).
Series: Our Worldviews
Author: P. Levin et al.
Copyright Year: 2007
ISBN's [ISBN: 9780176294212]
[ISBN-10: 017629421X]
Publisher/Supplier(s): Nelson Education Ltd.

Description:

Title: Maximum Ride - Angel Experiment - James Patterson
Grade
Level: 07-09

A group of genetically enhanced kids who can fly and have other unique talents are on the 
run from part-human, part-wolf predators called Erasers in this exciting SF thriller that's not
wholly original but is still a compelling read. Max, 14, and her adopted family–Fang and 
Iggy, both 13, Nudge, 11, Gazzy, 8, and Angel, 6–were all created as experiments in a lab
called the School. Jeb, a sympathetic scientist, helped them escape and, since then, 
they've been living on their own. The Erasers have orders to kill them so the world will 
never find out they exist. Max's old childhood friend, Ari, now an Eraser leader, tracks them
down, kidnaps Angel, and transports her back to the School to live like a lab rat again. The
youngsters are forced to use their special talents to rescue her as they attempt to learn 
about their pasts and their destinies. The novel ends with the promise that this journey will 
continue in the sequel. As with Patterson's adult mystery thrillers, in-depth characterization 
is secondary to the fast-moving plot.

Description:
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Title: Maximum Ride - Schools Out - Forever - James Patterson

Grade
Level: 07-09

This book picks up exactly where The Angel Experiment  (Little, Brown, 2005) left off. The 
six genetically engineered bird children have escaped from the wolf-hybrid Erasers again,
Max is still hearing The Voice in her head, and she is still reeling from the revelation that 
Ari, the most persistent of all the Erasers, is dead by her hand and that he might be her 
brother. From this point forward, there is action, but no distinctive plot. The closest the story
line comes to compelling is when the kids are taken in and enrolled in school by a 
seemingly kind woman who just happens to be a high-ranking FBI agent. It will not shock 
readers when it is eventually revealed that she has betrayed them. This book is full of as 
many twists, turns, and conspiracies as an episode of daytime drama. And just like a soap
opera, it relies heavily on melodrama until the very end, whereupon readers discover that 
very little has actually happened. The story is disappointingly anticlimactic and violent. Still,
it does have some appeal–the children continually outmaneuver their attackers without 
permanent damage. Plus, the talking dog they pick up during their adventures is sure to 
entertain.

Description:

Title: I am the Great Horse - Katherine Roberts
Grade
Level: 07-09

This is a marvelous book, and much of its strength relates directly to its nonhuman narrator.
Alexander the Great's horse, Bucephalas, is always ready to fight if another stallion 
challenges his position as herd leader; he dominates dung to establish his priority; he 
whinnies affectionately to his mares, and, occasionally, breaks free to make a foal with one.
More importantly, he brings a somewhat nonjudgmental viewpoint to the life and activity of
Alexander, screening the conqueror through a horse's norms rather than those of a human
being. This viewpoint allows Roberts to narrate extremely harsh incidents of battle or 
execution as examples of the way a dominant stallion maintains control of his herd. For 
some readers, the most interesting side of the animal might be his ability, shared with the 
other horses in the book, to see ghosts, both human and equine. It serves to heighten the 
tension in several sections. A human viewpoint is provided through Bucephalas's groom, 
Charmeia, and the three share a horse bond that links them until Alexander and 
Bucephalas die. Charmeia's consistently kind and tender heart is an effective 
counterweight to Alexander's almost manic approach to life. Roberts has clearly done her 
research. Her Alexander is complex, driven, alternately coldly ambitious and warmly 
generous: arguably both hero and criminal. I Am the Great Horse is a rich, rewarding, and 
propulsive read that deserves a wide audience.

Description:

Title: Sniper - Theodore Taylor
Grade
Level: 07-09

When Ben's parents go to Africa, they leave the fourteen-year-old in charge of the family's
wild animal preserve. Everything seems to be running smoothly until one night when the 
silence is broken by the sound of peacocks screeching. When Ben leaves the house to 
investigate, he sees a terrifying sight: two lions shot dead from bullets sent straight to their
hearts. Someone is out there, someone with a score to settle . . . and there's no telling who
will be the next victim.

Description:
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Title: Maximum Ride - Saving the World and Other Extreme Sports - James 

Grade
Level: 07-09

There's one last chance to save the world in MAXIMUM RIDE: SAVING THE WORLD AND
OTHER EXTREME SPORTS, the closing chapter of James Patterson's thrilling trilogy. The
time has arrived for Max and her winged "Flock" to face their ultimate enemy and discover 
their original purpose: to defeat the takeover of "Re-evolution", a sinister experiment to re-
engineer a select population into a scientifically superior master race...and to terminate the
rest. Max, Fang, Iggy, Nudge, Gasman, and Angel have always worked together to defeat 
the forces working against them--but can they save the world when they are torn apart, 
living in hiding and captivity, halfway across the globe from one another?

Description:

Title: Sleeper Conspiracy 01 Sleeper Code - Tom Sniegoski
Grade
Level: 07-09

In this action thriller, a teenager loses days of his life to a debilitating form of narcolepsy. 
Tom believes he is asleep during his blackouts until it is revealed to him in a dream that he 
is actually being groomed as an assassin by a secret branch of the government. The Janis
Project, as it is called, takes orphans with severe narcolepsy and gives them new, split 
identities: one being that of a narcoleptic child in a loving family, the other, an unfeeling, 
efficient killing machine. Once Tom learns of his alternate, murderous identity, the sinister 
leader of the project becomes bent on erasing this knowledge from his mind. If he is to 
escape with his life and learn just how far his deception has reached, Tom must find a way 
to unite both his identities. Tom is portrayed as an otherwise typical teenager, as is his 
neighbor and romantic interest. Other characters are equally well introduced and secrets 
are revealed in a way that creates suspense. Readers looking for fast-paced action and 
espionage will enjoy this first book in the two-part Sleeper Conspiracy.

Description:
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Title: Sleeper Conspiracy 02 Sleeper Agenda - Tom Sniegoski

Grade
Level: 07-09

Tom Lovett is locked in a battle. A battle with himself. Or, more accurately, a battle with 
Tyler Garrett, the second, deadly personality that The Janus Project created to exist in Tom
when he "sleeps." The winner gets to live. The loser ceases to exist.

When Tom has a narcoleptic attack, Tyler Garrett takes over. That's how it's supposed to 
work, anyway. But now that Tom knows about Tyler, the barrier between the two is braking
down. Tom and Tyler's memories are beginning to blend, as are their personalities. Tom 
has flashes of memories of death and destruction, and Tyler experiences moments of doubt
and guilt.

With Tom's psyche weakened by experiments, all it takes is a whisper from the woman who
masqueraded as Tom's mom and Tyler Garrett is back. Literally hanging on for his life.

Tyler escapes the Pandora facility to fulfill a mission. He's stuck with Madison, who believes
he's Tom, and whom he can't seem to manage to kill or discard. All the while, Tom is 
locked in a mental prison, fighting for his life, and Madison's, and possibly the continued 
existence of the world, to escape.

Personal demons are truly life-like in this story of danger and strength. Who do you trust 
when you can't even be sure you can trust yourself?

As action-packed and fast moving as the first book. Tom Sniegoski doesn't miss a step in 
the continuation of the story. It goes deeper and gets darker then could be imagined. So 
well-written that I even almost felt bad for the villain. But it all comes down to choices, in the
end. Reading this book is a good one.

Description:

Title: Finding Violet Park - Jenny Valentine
Grade
Level: 06-09

A sympathetic and moving novel, perceptive about the pressures of being an adolescent 
while still developing to show how Lucas moves to an understanding of the trials of aging. 
An understanding which brings a closer relationship with his grandmother, a relationship 
which is is skilfully handled. The dreams and fantasies which we hold when we cannot 
accept the truth, are shown here with understanding, and with humour.
This is a first novel that went on to win the British Guardian Fiction Prize for 2007.

Description:

41Page



WYNN Books
Title: Issues for Canadians

Grade
Level: 09

Product Title: Issues for Canadians: Student Resource
Issues for Canadians is highly skills-focused to prepare students for Provincial 
Achievement Tests. You will find tasks in each chapter designed to focus on and engage 
different benchmark skills, peer modeling to help students develop skills and understand 
how to use them, and a Skills Centre for student reference.
The only authorized resource to address the new Grade 9 Social Studies curriculum, Issues
for Canadians is designed to be engaging and relevant to Grade 9 students. Issues for 
Canadians is an issues-focused resource that presents real issues that are relevant to the 
lives of Canadians and encourages students to take an informed position. The information 
found in Issues for Canadians is presented in a variety of ways, including comics, 
interviews, and stories to engage students and stimulate visual learners.    View 
Product Image
Price (plus Taxes): $ 63.05
Series: Issues for Canadians
Copyright Year: 2008
ISBN's [ISBN: 9780176336509]
[ISBN-10: 0176336508]
Publisher/Supplier(s): Nelson Education Ltd
Description: Text

Description:

Title: Cowboys Don't Cry - Marilyn Halvorson
Grade
Level: 07-12

After the tragic death of Shane Morgan's mother, Shane's life began to fall apart. His father,
Josh Morgan, began to drink heavily and life as a rodeo clown wasn't paying the bills. 
When his grandfather died and left them his ranch, Shane couldn't have been happier. 
Maybe in this town they could live as a real family in a house and finally finish a school year
in one town. But Shane finds it is not so easy on his first day at school. He is harassed by 
the school tough guy and rescued by a girl after his drunken father yells at the principal. A
wonderful book that keeps the reader in suspense and begging for more. Cowboys Don't 
Cry is a wonderful first-person narrative and all around good book.

Description:

Title: I am David - Anne Holm
Grade
Level: 07-12

David lay quite still in the darkness of the camp, waiting for the signal. "You must get away 
tonight," the man had told him. "Stay awake so that you're ready just before the guard is 
changed. WHen you see me strike a match, the current will be cut off and you can climb 
over - you'll have half a minute for it, no more." David escapes from a concentration camp 
and flees across Europe. He is utterly alone - who can he trust? What will await him back 
home? And all the while he knows that they may catch up to him...

Description:
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Title: The Outsiders - S.E. Hilton

Grade
Level: 05-09

According to Ponyboy, there are two kinds of people in the world: greasers and socs. A soc
(short for "social") has money, can get away with just about anything, and has an attitude 
longer than a limousine. A greaser, on the other hand, always lives on the outside and 
needs to watch his back. Ponyboy is a greaser, and he's always been proud of it, even 
willing to rumble against a gang of socs for the sake of his fellow greasers--until one terrible
night when his friend Johnny kills a soc. The murder gets under Ponyboy's skin, causing his
bifurcated world to crumble and teaching him that pain feels the same whether a soc or a 
greaser. This classic, written by S. E. Hinton when she was 16 years old, is as profound 
today as it was when it was first published in 1967.

Description:

Title: To Kill a Mockingbird - Harper Lee
Grade
Level: 09-12

Set in the small Southern town of Maycomb, Alabama, during the Depression, To Kill a 
Mockingbird follows three years in the life of 8-year-old Scout Finch, her brother, Jem, and 
their father, Atticus--three years punctuated by the arrest and eventual trial of a young black
man accused of raping a white woman. Though her story explores big themes, Harper Lee
chooses to tell it through the eyes of a child. The result is a tough and tender novel of race,
class, justice, and the pain of growing up.
Like the slow-moving occupants of her fictional town, Lee takes her time getting to the heart
of her tale; we first meet the Finches the summer before Scout's first year at school. She, 
her brother, and Dill Harris, a boy who spends the summers with his aunt in Maycomb, 
while away the hours reenacting scenes from Dracula and plotting ways to get a peek at 
the town bogeyman, Boo Radley. At first the circumstances surrounding the alleged rape of
Mayella Ewell, the daughter of a drunk and violent white farmer, barely penetrate the 
children's consciousness. Then Atticus is called on to defend the accused, Tom Robinson,
and soon Scout and Jem find themselves caught up in events beyond their understanding.
During the trial, the town exhibits its ugly side, but Lee offers plenty of counterbalance as 
well--in the struggle of an elderly woman to overcome her morphine habit before she dies; 
in the heroism of Atticus Finch, standing up for what he knows is right; and finally in Scout's
hard-won understanding that most people are essentially kind "when you really see them."
By turns funny, wise, and heartbreaking, To Kill a Mockingbird is one classic that continues
to speak to new generations, and deserves to be reread often.

Description:

Title: Crabbe - William Bell
Grade
Level: 07-12

One night, just before final exams, 18-year-old Franklin Crabbe - smart, rich yet unhappy 
and a semi-alcoholic - packs his gear and drives away into the woods to disappear 
completely. Totally unprepared for bush life, Crabbe nearly perishes until he meets 
someone else who has her reasons to hide.

Description:
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Title: Milady's Standard Textbook of Cosmetology

Grade
Level: 09-12

Highschool Cosmetology textbookDescription:

Title: Before Wings - Beth Goobie
Grade
Level: 07-12

Adrien barely survived a brain aneurysm two years earlier, and is haunted by the fact that 
she could die from another one at any time. In fact, issues of life and death completely fill 
her world at Camp Lakeshore, owned and operated by her Aunt Erin, a woman with a 
haunted past of her own. Adrien bonds with Paul, a teen who is convinced that he has 
dreamt of his own death and that it will happen on his next birthday. She also seems to be
experiencing events in the lives of five girls, a group of campers who died long ago in a 
tragic accident. Anyone who ever spent time at a summer camp will recognize Camp 
Lakeshore, with its bad T-shirts, cliques, bullies, and time-honored rituals. Adrien is a 
sympathetic and believable character: intelligent, stubborn, funny, filled with confusion and
doubt, but ultimately open to the possibility that she just might have a future after all. This 
could have been a terribly bleak and depressing book, but it isn't. Its engaging characters, 
realistic setting, and upbeat ending will satisfy teen readers.

Description:

Title: Christ and Culture
Grade
Level: 09-12

Series: We are Stronger Together
Publication Year: 2001
ISBN: 0889974578
Publisher/Supplier(s): Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops

Description:
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Title: Hound of the Baskervilles - Sherlock Holmes - Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

Grade
Level: 07-12

We owe 1902's The Hound of the Baskervilles to Arthur Conan Doyle's good friend Fletcher
"Bobbles" Robinson, who took him to visit some scary English moors and prehistoric ruins,
and told him marvelous local legends about escaped prisoners and a 17th-century 
aristocrat who fell afoul of the family dog. Doyle transmogrified the legend: generations ago,
a hound of hell tore out the throat of devilish Hugo Baskerville on the moonlit moor. Poor, 
accursed Baskerville Hall now has another mysterious death: that of Sir Charles 
Baskerville. Could the culprit somehow be mixed up with secretive servant Barrymore, 
history-obsessed Dr. Frankland, butterfly-chasing Stapleton, or Selden, the Notting Hill 
murderer at large? Someone's been signaling with candles from the mansion's windows. 
Nor can supernatural forces be ruled out. Can Dr. Watson--left alone by Sherlock Holmes 
to sleuth in fear for much of the novel--save the next Baskerville, Sir Henry, from the 
hound's fangs?

Description:

Title: Whale Rider - Witi Ihimaera
Grade
Level: 09-12

A poetic blend of reality and myth provides a riveting tale of adventure and passion. An 
ancient whale ridden by a mystical man rises from the sea, the rider throwing spears that 
blossom like seeds into gifts of nature. One last spear "-flew across a thousand years. 
When it hit the earth, it did not change but waited for another hundred and fifty years to 
pass until it was needed." It sprouts when Kahu, a girl child, is born to the eldest grandson
of the chief of the Maori in Whangara, New Zealand. Koro Apirana is disgusted; he needs a
male child to continue the line of descent in the tribe. The years that follow further harden 
his heart toward his great-granddaughter in spite of the bottomless love and respect she 
showers upon him. The child's great-grandmother, the irreverent Nanny Flowers, proves to
be the strength of this family; she nurtures the girl whom she knows holds the key to the 
future. The complex mixture of archetypal characters and cultural troubles make this novel
appropriate for mature readers. Overt and sometimes violent racism is encountered and the
tragic and bloody death of hundreds of beached whales may disturb younger readers. This
story, originally published in New Zealand in 1987, is the basis of the recently released film
by the same name. It's a tale rich in intense drama and sociological and cultural 
information.

Description:
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Title: Flowers for Algernon - Daniel Keyes

Grade
Level: 09-12

 Daniel Keyes wrote little SF but is highly regarded for one classic, Flowers for Algernon. As
a 1959 novella it won a Hugo Award; the 1966 novel-length expansion won a Nebula. The
Oscar-winning movie adaptation Charly (1968) also spawned a 1980 Broadway musical.

Following his doctor's instructions, engaging simpleton Charlie Gordon tells his own story in
semi-literate "progris riports." He dimly wants to better himself, but with an IQ of 68 can't 
even beat the laboratory mouse Algernon at maze-solving:

    I dint feel bad because I watched Algernon and I lernd how to finish the amaze even if it 
takes me along time.

    I dint know mice were so smart.

Algernon is extra-clever thanks to an experimental brain operation so far tried only on 
animals. Charlie eagerly volunteers as the first human subject. After frustrating delays and
agonies of concentration, the effects begin to show and the reports steadily improve: 
"Punctuation, is? fun!" But getting smarter brings cruel shocks, as Charlie realizes that his
merry "friends" at the bakery where he sweeps the floor have all along been laughing at 
him, never with him. The IQ rise continues, taking him steadily past the human average to 
genius level and beyond, until he's as intellectually alone as the old, foolish Charlie ever 
was--and now painfully aware of it. Then, ominously, the smart mouse Algernon begins to 
deteriorate...

Description:

Title: Never Cry Wolf - Farley Mowat
Grade
Level: 09-12

In the summer of 1948, young biologist and budding writer Farley Mowat, "infatuated with 
the study of animate nature," joined the Dominion Wildlife Service and, after enduring a few
bureaucratic mishaps, was assigned to study a population of wolves in the subarctic 
highlands of southern Nunavut and northern Manitoba. Those wolves and their kin, Mowat's
superiors believed, had decimated the once huge population of large mammals in the 
region, so that, as one worried official put it, "more and more of our fellow citizens are 
coming back from more and more hunts with less and less deer."

Mowat found his wolves, followed them, learned their ways, and in a very real sense 
became part of the pack. As he did so, suffering plenty of misadventures along the way 
(and performing odd experiments that involved, among other things, subsisting on a lupine
diet of field mice, for which he includes a recipe or two), he concluded that human hunters,
and not wolves, were the cause of the ungulates' decline. The news, he writes, was not well
received in Ottawa and Winnipeg. "I received no reply," he writes, "unless the fact that the
Provincial Government raised the bounty on wolves to twenty dollars some weeks 
afterwards could be considered a reply."

Never Cry Wolf was first published in 1963, a time when the welfare of Canis lupus was far
from most readers' minds. Attitudes have changed, and Mowat's book now has many 
companions, books that pay honour to wolves and urge their protection. A close-up look at 
the lives of wolves in their native domain, it still stands at the head of that well-stocked 
library.

Description:
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Title: All Quiet on the Western Front - Erich Maria Remarque

Grade
Level: 09-12

Paul Baumer enlisted with his classmates in the German army of World War I. Youthful, 
enthusiastic, they become soldiers. But despite what they have learned, they break into 
pieces under the first bombardment in the trenches. And as horrible war plods on year after
year, Paul holds fast to a single vow: to fight against the principles of hate that 
meaninglessly pits young men of the same generation but different uniforms against each 
other--if only he can come out of the war alive.
"The world has a great writer in Erich Maria Remarque. He is a craftsman of 
unquestionably first trank, a man who can bend language to his will. Whether he writes of 
men or of inanimate nature, his touch is sensitive, firm, and sure."

Description:

Title: Of Mice and Men - John Steinbeck
Grade
Level: 09-12

Companionship is a bond between two people who share the same interests and help each
other through struggles. In the book Of Mice and Men, John Steinbeck talks about the 
friendship between two migrant workers, George and Lennie. George is a small, wiry man 
that cared a lot about Lennie. He is usually the one to make the decisions and plans for 
their future. In contrast, Lennie is large in size, lumbering, and he has a childlike mind. 
Lennie¡¦s mental disabilities allow him to completely depend upon George for guidance and
protection.
Both George and Lennie shared a common dream. Their dream is to earn money to buy a 
farm of their own where no one ever reaches. To make this a reality, they found a job at a 
ranch. At the ranch, George and Lennie encounter many challenges, and they also 
undergo many struggles to attain their idealistic dream. The author concludes this novel 
with a very shocking and unexpected ending.

This is a great novel to read. It is a short and entertaining novel that captures the reader's 
interest. It moves in a fast pace with many excellent descriptions in every scene.

Description:

Title: The Pearl - John Steinbeck
Grade
Level: 09-12

Kino, a poor Mexican pearl fisher, finds a valuable pearl. Yet instead of bringing blessings, 
the pearl acts as a harbinger of misfortune to Kino and his wife, Juana. Ultimately, it is 
returned from whence it came. Steinbeck's parable, originally published in 1947, is a well-
written retelling of an old Mexican folktale. Hector Elizondo, with his fine voice and great 
diction, reads with sincerity, keeping this simple, tragic tale moving toward its inevitable 
conclusion.

Description:
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Title: The Great Gatsby - F. Scott Fitzgerald

Grade
Level: 09-12

In 1922, F Scott Fitzgerald announced his decision to write "something new--something 
extraordinary and beautiful and simple, intricately patterned". That extraordinary, beautiful, 
intricately patterned and, above all, simple novel became The Great Gatsby, arguably 
Fitzgerald's finest work and certainly the book for which he is best known. A portrait of the 
Jazz Age in all of its decadence and excess, Gatsby captured the spirit of the author's 
generation and earned itself a permanent place in American mythology. Self-made, self-
invented millionaire Jay Gatsby embodies some of Fitzgerald's--and his country's--most 
abiding obsessions: money, ambition, greed and the promise of new beginnings. "Gatsby 
believed in the green light, the orgiastic future that year by year recedes before us. It 
eluded us then, but that's no matter--tomorrow we will run faster, stretch out our arms 
farther... And one fine morning--" Gatsby's rise to glory and eventual fall from grace be 
comes a kind of cautionary tale about the American Dream.

It's also a love story, of sorts, the narrative of Gatsby's quixotic passion for Daisy 
Buchanan. The pair meet five years before the novel begins, when Daisy is a legendary 
young Louisville beauty and Gatsby an impoverished officer. They fall in love, but while 
Gatsby serves overseas, Daisy marries the brutal, bullying but extremely rich Tom 
Buchanan. After the war, Gatsby devotes himself blindly to the pursuit of wealth by 
whatever means--and to the pursuit of Daisy, which amounts to the same thing. "Her voice 
is full of money," Gatsby says admiringly, in one of the novel's more famous descriptions. 
His millions made, Gatsby buys a mansion across Long Island Sound from Daisy's patrician
East Egg address, throws lavish parties and waits for her to appear. When s he does, 
events unfold with all the tragic inevitability of a Greek drama, with detached, cynical 
neighbour Nick Carraway acting as chorus throughout. Spare, elegantly plotted and written
in crystalline prose, The Great Gatsby is as perfectly satisfying as the best kind of poem.

Description:

Title: Ben Hur - A modern Adaptation - Lew Wallace
Grade
Level: 07-12

A spiritual tale of the quest for love, the recovery of identity and patrimony, Ben-Hur never 
fails to delight in its detail and realism. As David Mayer's introduction makes explicit, Ben-
Hur is marked by traces of contemporary issues and American Victorian concerns and 
tensions which shed
important light on social and cultural history.

Description:
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Title: Dare - Marilyn Halvorson

Grade
Level: 07-12

Dare and Ty are faced with the prospect of going to a foster home until Laura McConnell, a
teacher, invites them to her ranch. If it weren't for Ty, Dare would be gone, a desire that 
intensifies as he clashes with Laura and faces the pain of his past.

Description:

Title: Dances with Wolves - Michael Blake
Grade
Level: 09-12

"Dances With Wolves",by Michael Blake, reveals an exciting story about the war for territory
between the Native Americans and Settlers. If you enjoy stories about the West this book is
an excellent choice. It depicts the frontier from the viewpoint of Native Amerians. Moreover
the reader is invited to experience the constant pressure that was placed on the Native 
Americans by the Settlers. The main character, Lieutenant John Dunbar, who was originally
sympathetic to the early Settlers, joins a Native American tribe. This shift is what makes this
story so unusual and unique, because the antagonists in the book become the 
protagonists. In the beginning of the story the author depicts Indians as the antagonists, 
when the warriors from Pawnee tribe kill Timmons, Lieutenant Dunbar's escort. The reader
gets an impression that all of the Native Americans are evil and cruel savages. However 
further into the book, Indians become the protagonists when the Comanche make peace 
with Dunbar, and they are described as victims of colonization.

The love story between Dunbar and "Stands With A Fist",a unique Comanche white 
woman, makes the book even more interesting.

Description:

Title: Z is for Zachariah - Robert C. O'Brien
Grade
Level: 07-12

A nuclear holocaust has destroyed civilization. Ann Burden believes she is the last person 
alive until she finds another survivor. She discovers there are worse things than being 
alone.

Description:
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Title: The Chrysalids - John Wyndham

Grade
Level: 09-12

The terrifying story of a world paralyzed by genetic mutation. In a community where 
deviations are rooted out as abominations, David's ability to communicate by "thought 
shapes" is a dangerous secret. When his ability is discovered, the results are horrific.

Description:

Title: Brave New World - Aldus Huxley
Grade
Level: 09-12

Far in the future, the World Controllers have created the ideal society. Through the clever 
mix of genetic engineering, brainwashing and recreational sex and drugs, everyone is a 
happy consumer. Bernard Marx seems alone in his discontent.

Description:

Title: Forrest Gump - Winston Groom
Grade
Level: 9-12

Forrest Gump is a character who lacks any negative qualities. He is a genuine, honest and
caring man who experiences three remarkable centuries in American history, leaving his 
mark on them. Forrest was born in Greenbow, Alabama, to his mother who earns a living 
running a boarding house. He is a truly extraordinary character who faces each obstacle in
his life with an open mind even though his I.Q. is a minimal seventy-five. Throughout 
Forrest's life, he embarks on numerous journeys, all the while looking at the positive aspect
and never judges or makes an enemy along the way. He becomes a University of Alabama
football player, a Vietnam War hero, a ping-pong champion, a successful shrimping boat 
captain, a cross-country runner, and a loving father. This book as well as the film do an 
absolutely marvelous job of describing the life of a man who lives each day as it comes, 
and never takes anything for granted. Forrest Gump is a character who will never be 
forgotten.

Description:
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Title: Barometer Rising - Hugh Maclennan

Grade
Level: 09-12

Barometer Rising is Hugh MacLennan's enormously ambitious first novel, a closely plotted
and compulsively readable book that combines its author's love for nationalist melodrama 
with the grisly realism of a folk disaster-ballad. Published in 1941, as the Second World 
War was ripening into its full horror, Barometer Rising looks back to the Halifax of the last 
year of the First World War, and to one of the worst accidents in Canadian history: the 
explosion of the munitions ship Mont Blanc, responsible for 1,600 deaths, 9,000 injuries, 
and the annihilation of much of the city.

The story that MacLennan drapes over this catastrophe is the kind of suspenseful romance
that would have made a fantastic Bogart and Bacall vehicle. Penelope Wain, a privileged 
woman in her late 20s, has found war work as a designer in her father's shipyards. Her 
male colleagues resent her presence but can't deny her superlative skill. A tough, 
independent, appealing woman, she still cherishes the memory of her former lover--her 
cousin Neil Macrae, who was disgraced in the war overseas and reportedly killed. Neil, 
however, did not die after all, and he has returned to Halifax to find Penelope and clear his
name. The explosion of the Mont Blanc, which irrevocably alters the characters' lives, soon
interrupts this potboiler of a plot.

MacLennan is a rather heavy-handed writer, fond of epic description and stylized, 
sentimentalized characters, but Barometer Rising holds together remarkably well. A much
more entertaining book than Two Solitudes, it still has much of the intellectual thrust of 
MacLennan's later work and was one of the finest Canadian novels to appear in the 1940s.

Description:

Title: Wuthering Heights - Emily Bronte
Grade
Level: 07-12

Wuthering Heights has been hailed as a romantic masterpiece. Emily Bronte used her 
experience in creating imaginary worlds and characters to bring the larger than life 
elements to the story. Although the novel was popular at the time, it was also condemned 
for the cruelty of the Master Heathcliff and for the descriptions of romantic passion.

Description:

Title: Alicia - My Story - Alicia Appleman-Jurman
Grade
Level: 09-12

A young girl's experience of the Nazi pogrom in her Polish hometown is related with an 
immediacy undimmed by time in her autobiography. In 1942, the author and her family 
undergo a brutal separation. Thirteen-year-old Alicia escapes her captors, fleeing through 
fields and woods, encountering fellow refugees and occasionally finding safe harbors. 
Although she sees her mother's wanton murder and endures physical and mental 
deprivation, the teenager is supported by faith in family and in the goodness of people. 
Capable of rallying others, she eventually heads a group who settle in Palestine. In 1949, 
she marries an American in Haifa and moves to the United States. Long and on occasion 
rambling, her story contributes to an infamous history as a tale, not only of survival, but of 
active resistance to oppression.

Description:
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Title: The Elephant Man - Christine Sparks

Grade
Level: 09-12

John Merrick had lived for more than twenty years imprisoned in a body that condemned 
him to a miserable life in the workhouse and to humiliation as a circus sideshow freak. But
beneath that tragic exterior, within that enormous and deformed head, thrived the soul of a
poet, the heart of a dreamer, the longings of a man. Based on the extraordinary motion 
picture that captured the heart of America.

Description:

Title: Forrest Gump - High Interest/Low Vocabulary - Winston Groom
Grade
Level: 03-04

Penguin Readers are simplified texts designed in association with Longman, the world 
famous educational publisher, to provide a step-by-step approach to the joys of reading for
pleasure.  Each book has an introduction and extensive activity material. They are 
published at seven levels from Easystarts (200 words) to Advanced (3000 words).

Description:

Title: Animal Farm - George Orwell
Grade
Level: 09-12

Since its publication in 1946, George Orwell's fable of a workers' revolution gone wrong has
rivaled Hemingway's The Old Man and the Sea as the Shortest Serious Novel It's OK to 
Write a Book Report About. (The latter is three pages longer and less fun to read.) Fueled 
by Orwell's intense disillusionment with Soviet Communism, Animal Farm is a nearly 
perfect piece of writing, both an engaging story and an allegory that actually works. When 
the downtrodden beasts of Manor Farm oust their drunken human master and take over 
management of the land, all are awash in collectivist zeal. Everyone willingly works 
overtime, productivity soars, and for one brief, glorious season, every belly is full. The 
animals' Seven Commandment credo is painted in big white letters on the barn. All animals
are equal. No animal shall drink alcohol, wear clothes, sleep in a bed, or kill a fellow four-
footed creature. Those that go upon four legs or wings are friends and the two-legged are,
by definition, the enemy. Too soon, however, the pigs, who have styled themselves leaders
by virtue of their intelligence, succumb to the temptations of privilege and power. "We pigs
are brainworkers. The whole management and organisation of the farm depend on us. Day
and night, we are watching over your welfare. It is for your sake that we drink that milk and
eat those apples." While this swinish brotherhood sells out the revolution, cynically editing 
the Seven Commandments to excuse their violence and greed, the common animals are 
once again left hungry and exhausted, no better off than in the days when humans ran the 
farm. Satire Animal Farm may be, but it's a stony reader who remains unmoved when the 
stalwart workhorse, Boxer, having given his all to his comrades, is sold to the glue factory 
to buy booze for the pigs. Orwell's view of Communism is bleak indeed, but given the 
history of the Russian people since 1917, his pessimism has an air of prophecy

Description:
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Title: Enders Game - Orson Scott Card

Grade
Level: 07-12

In order to develop a secure defense against a hostile alien race's next attack, government
agencies breed child geniuses and train them as soldiers. A brilliant young boy, Andrew 
"Ender" Wiggin lives with his kind but distant parents, his sadistic brother Peter, and the 
person he loves more than anyone else, his sister Valentine. Peter and Valentine were 
candidates for the soldier-training program but didn't make the cut—young Ender is the 
Wiggin drafted to the orbiting Battle School for rigorous military training.

Ender's skills make him a leader in school and respected in the Battle Room, where 
children play at mock battles in zero gravity. Yet growing up in an artificial community of 
young soldiers Ender suffers greatly from isolation, rivalry from his peers, pressure from the
adult teachers, and an unsettling fear of the alien invaders. His psychological battles 
include loneliness, fear that he is becoming like the cruel brother he remembers, and 
fanning the flames of devotion to his beloved sister.

Is Ender the general Earth needs? But Ender is not the only result of the genetic 
experiments. The war with the Buggers has been raging for a hundred years, and the quest
for the perfect general has been underway for almost as long. Ender's two older siblings 
are every bit as unusual as he is, but in very different ways. Between the three of them lie 
the abilities to remake a world. If, that is, the world survives.

Description:

Title: Half-Breed - Maria Campbell
Grade
Level: 09-12

Maria Cambpell's biography is a classic, vital account of a young Métis woman's struggle to
come to terms with the joys, sorrows, loves and tragedies of her northern Saskatchewan 
childhood.

Maria was a strong and sensitive child who lived in a community robbed of its pride and 
dignity by the dominant culture. At 15 she tried in vain to escape by marrying a white man,
only to find herself trapped in the slums of Vancouver--addicted to drugs, tempted by 
suicide, close to death. But the inspiration of her Cree great-grandmother, Cheechum, 
gives her confidence in herself and in her people, confidence she needs to survive and to 
thrive.

Half-Breed offers an unparalleled understanding of the Métis people and of the racism and
hatred they face. Maria Campbell's story cannot be denied and it cannot be forgotten: it 
stands as a challenge to all Canadians who believe in human rights and human dignity.

Description:
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Title: Anne Frank - The Diary of a Young Girl

Grade
Level: 08-12

A beloved classic since its initial publication in 1947, this vivid, insightful journal is a fitting
memorial to the gifted Jewish teenager who died at Bergen-Belsen, Germany, in 1945. 
Born in 1929, Anne Frank received a blank diary on her 13th birthday, just weeks before 
she and her family went into hiding in Nazi-occupied Amsterdam. Her marvelously detailed,
engagingly personal entries chronicle 25 trying months of claustrophobic, quarrelsome 
intimacy with her parents, sister, a second family, and a middle-aged dentist who has little 
tolerance for Anne's vivacity. The diary's universal appeal stems from its riveting blend of 
the grubby particulars of life during wartime (scant, bad food; shabby, outgrown clothes that
can't be replaced; constant fear of discovery) and candid discussion of emotions familiar to
every adolescent (everyone criticizes me, no one sees my real nature, when will I be 
loved?). Yet Frank was no ordinary teen: the later entries reveal a sense of compassion 
and a spiritual depth remarkable in a girl barely 15. Her death epitomizes the madness of 
the Holocaust, but for the millions who meet Anne through her diary, it is also a very 
individual loss

Description:

Title: The Stone Angel - Margaret Laurence
Grade
Level: 09-12

The first of Margaret Laurence's compelling series of novels set in Manawaka, the fictional
Scots-Irish community that Laurence created based on her childhood home of Neepawa, 
Manitoba, is also one of her most enduring. The Stone Angel is the story of Hagar Shipley.
Cantankerous, cranky and often befuddled at 90, Hagar isn't ready to give up her 
independence and go into an old-age home. But she is trapped in a body that is betraying 
her bit by bit and a mind that overwhelms her with passionate, painful memories.

In this intimate accounting of her life, she recalls her privileged life as the daughter of 
Manawaka's only merchant, the rebellious spirit that led her to a miserable life as a farm 
wife, and the devastating death of her favourite child. When her son threatens to put her 
into a home, she takes matters into her own hands and seeks refuge in an abandoned 
canning factory. Hagar might be an irascible, vicious, and even vulgar old woman, but her 
feisty resilience makes her one of the most remarkable and appealing characters in 
Canadian literature. Laurence's first Manawaka novel, with its unforgettable portrait of old 
age, brilliantly sets the scene for the next books in the series

Description:

Title: Lord of the Flies - William Golding
Grade
Level: 07-12

William Golding's classic tale about a group of English schoolboys who are plane-wrecked
on a deserted island is just as chilling and relevant today as when it was first published in 
1954. At first, the stranded boys cooperate, attempting to gather food, make shelters, and
maintain signal fires. Overseeing their efforts are Ralph, "the boy with fair hair," and Piggy,
Ralph's chubby, wisdom-dispensing sidekick whose thick spectacles come in handy for 
lighting fires. Although Ralph tries to impose order and delegate responsibility, there are 
many in their number who would rather swim, play, or hunt the island's wild pig population.
Soon Ralph's rules are being ignored or challenged outright. His fiercest antagonist is Jack,
the redheaded leader of the pig hunters, who manages to lure away many of the boys to 
join his band of painted savages. The situation deteriorates as the trappings of civilization 
continue to fall away, until Ralph discovers that instead of being hunters, he and Piggy 
have become the hunted: "He forgot his words, his hunger and thirst, and became fear; 
hopeless fear on flying feet." Golding's gripping novel explores the boundary between 
human reason and animal instinct, all on the brutal playing field of adolescent competition.

Description:
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Title: The Old Man and the Sea - Ernest Hemingway

Grade
Level: 09-12

The Old Man and the Sea revived Ernest Hemingway's career, which was foundering under
the weight of such postwar stinkers as Across the River and into the Trees. It also led 
directly to his receipt of the Nobel Prize in 1954 (an award Hemingway gladly accepted, 
despite his earlier observation that "no son of a bitch that ever won the Nobel Prize ever 
wrote anything worth reading afterwards"). A half century later, it's still easy to see why. 
This tale of an aged Cuban fisherman going head-to-head (or hand-to-fin) with a 
magnificent marlin encapsulates Hemingway's favorite motifs of physical and moral 
challenge. Yet Santiago is too old and infirm to partake of the gun-toting machismo that 
disfigured much of the author's later work: "The brown blotches of the benevolent skin 
cancer the sun brings from its reflection on the tropic sea were on his cheeks. The blotches
ran well down the sides of his face and his hands had the deep-creased scars from 
handling heavy fish on the cords." Hemingway's style, too, reverts to those superb 
snapshots of perception that won him his initial fame:

Just before it was dark, as they passed a great island of Sargasso weed that heaved and 
swung in the light sea as though the ocean were making love with something under a 
yellow blanket, his small line was taken by a dolphin. He saw it first when it jumped in the 
air, true gold in the last of the sun and bending and flapping wildly in the air.

Description:

Title: The Da Vinci Code - Dan Brown
Grade
Level: 09-12

With The Da Vinci Code, Dan Brown masterfully concocts an intelligent and lucid thriller 
that marries the gusto of an international murder mystery with a collection of fascinating 
esoteria culled from 2,000 years of Western history.

A murder in the silent after-hour halls of the Louvre museum reveals a sinister plot to 
uncover a secret that has been protected by a clandestine society since the days of Christ.
The victim is a high-ranking agent of this ancient society who, in the moments before his 
death, manages to leave gruesome clues at the scene that only his daughter, noted 
cryptographer Sophie Neveu, and Robert Langdon, a famed symbologist, can untangle. 
The duo become both suspects and detectives searching for not only Neveu's father's 
murderer but also the stunning secret of the ages he was charged to protect. Mere steps 
ahead of the authorities and the deadly competition, the mystery leads Neveu and Langdon
on a breathless flight through France, England, and history itself.

Description:
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Title: Dear Nobody - Berlie Doherty

Grade
Level: 09-12

Told as a flashback, in some of the loveliest, most lyrical prose to be found in YA fiction, 
Helen and Chris narrate the consequences of one night's unprotected passion that changes
the course of their lives forever. With teen parenthood superimposing itself upon college 
plans, both give voice to disbelief, confusion, and fear. Chris wants them to marry; Helen's
mother wants the young woman to have an abortion. When an attempt to miscarry fails, 
Helen accedes to her mother's pressure. But alone at the abortion clinic, she can't go 
through with it, and returns home to have and keep her baby. Although Helen loves Chris, 
she writes, ``I'm not ready for forever. I'm not ready for him, and he's not ready for me.'' Her
painful choice is to break up even though she loves him. His bitter reality is exclusion from
her pregnancy and life and, by extension, the life of his unborn child. Doherty adroitly 
explores the intricacies of love and all its twisting complications through the lives of fully 
fleshed-out, believable teen and adult characters in this compelling novel. While the 
changing voices (Chris's perspective alternates with letters that Helen writes to ``Dear 
Nobody,'' her unborn child) are occasionally confusing, the book's raw emotion propels 
readers toward Chris's reunion with Helen at the hospital and to his first view of his 
daughter, who shocks him with her vulnerability and importance. His final realization is the
book's heart and message--`` `I'm not ready for you, or for her. I'm not yet ready for myself.'
''

Description:

Title: The Book of Small - Emily Carr
Grade
Level: 09-12

The legendary Emily Carr was primarily a painter, but she first gained recognition as an 
author. She wrote seven popular, critically acclaimed books about her journeys to remote 
Native communities and about her life as an artist—as well as her life as a small child in 
Victoria at the turn of the last century.
The Book of Small is a collection of thirty-six short stories about a childhood in a town that 
still had vestiges of its pioneer past. With an uncanny skill at bringing people to life, Emily 
Carr tells stories about her family, neighbours, friends and strangers—who run the gamut 
from genteel people in high society to disreputable frequenters of saloons—as well as an 
array of beloved pets. All are observed through the sharp eyes and ears of a young and 
ever-curious girl. Carr’s writing is a disarming combination of charm and devastating 
frankness.

Description:

Title: Dove - Robin Lee Graham
Grade
Level: 09-12

In 1965, 16-year-old Robin Lee Graham began a solo around-the-world voyage from San 
Pedro, California, in a 24-foot sloop. Five years and 33,000 miles later, he returned to home
port with a wife and daughter and enough extraordinary experiences to fill this bestselling 
book, Dove.

Description:
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Title: Speak - Laurie Halse Anderson

Grade
Level: 06-09

In a stunning first novel, Anderson uses keen observations and vivid imagery to pull 
readers into the head of an isolated teenager. Divided into the four marking periods of an 
academic year, the novel, narrated by Melinda Sordino, begins on her first day as a high 
school freshman. No one will sit with Melinda on the bus. At school, students call her 
names and harass her; her best friends from junior high scatter to different cliques and 
abandon her. Yet Anderson infuses the narrative with a wit that sustains the heroine 
through her pain and holds readers' empathy. A girl at a school pep rally offers an 
explanation of the heroine's pariah status when she confronts Melinda about calling the 
police at a summer party, resulting in several arrests. But readers do not learn why Melinda
made the call until much later: a popular senior raped her that night and, because of her 
trauma, she barely speaks at all. Only through her work in art class, and with the support of
a compassionate teacher there, does she begin to reach out to others and eventually find 
her voice. Through the first-person narration, the author makes Melinda's pain palpable: "I 
stand in the center aisle of the auditorium, a wounded zebra in a National Geographic 
special." Though the symbolism is sometimes heavy-handed, it is effective. The ending, in
which her attacker comes after her once more, is the only part of the plot that feels forced.
But the book's overall gritty realism and Melinda's hard-won metamorphosis will leave 
readers touched and inspired.

Description:

Title: Obasan - Joy Kogawa
Grade
Level: 10-12

Joy Kogawa's Obasan is a novel of memory, exploring the Canadian government's 
deplorable treatment of Japanese Canadians during the Second World War, which included
the suspension of all rights, forced internment and labour, and the fracturing of families. 
Worst of all, though, in the eyes of narrator Naomi Nakane as she recalls the events of her
childhood, was the repeated exile. In a powerful blend of historical fact and rich symbolism,
Naomi finds herself pushed aside from Canadian society and forced to live in ghost towns 
and abandoned mining camps, places already forsaken by Canadians of European descent
who were patriotically and dutifully at war with Germany and Japan. As an adult looking 
back, she finds her ties to these places seemingly unbreakable.

Obasan opens in 1972 with Naomi, a second-generation schoolteacher, still dealing with 
the emotional and psychological aftermath of her childhood experience. She recalls the 
historical events so coldly chronicled in official documents. Letters and journals kept by her
aunt, Emily Kato, help colour these recollections, as does her reunion with surviving family
members upon her uncle's death. Her uncle's widow, Obasan, the once strong and graceful
woman who raised Naomi, is now blind and crippled by age and time. The contrast 
between her current condition and the memory of her enduring strength becomes the 
painful but intimately compelling centre of the novel. Obasan is autobiographical; Naomi's 
experiences mirror Kogawa's own. This fact contributes to the power of Kogawa's prose, 
but her remarkably poetic writing and eye for image and symbolism are what elevate this 
deeply moving novel to the status of Canadian classic.

Description:
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Title: Children of the River - Linda Crew

Grade
Level: 07-12

Seventeen-year-old Sundara is torn between her Cambodian family's expectations and her
desire to become more American now that she has been forced to relocate along with her 
aunt's family following the rise to power of the Khmer Rouge. Matters are complicated by 
her feelings for Jonathan, a popular American boy who has fallen for Sundara and has 
trouble accepting the custom which forbids Cambodian girls from dating and dictates 
arranged marriages. The captivating, touching, and sometimes tragic story by Linda Crew 
(Delacorte, 1989) touches upon issues of culture, history, gender, and race wrapped 
around an engaging romance. The story is set in 1979 and provides enough details about 
the situation in Cambodia at the time to set the scene without bogging down the narrative. It
is superbly narrated by Christina Moore, who deftly handles Sundara's accent. The novel is
included on various bibliographies and as assigned reading in many schools. It will make 
an excellent teaching aid in classrooms and will appeal to teens who like romances.

Description:

Title: The Road to Chlifa - Michele Marineau
Grade
Level: 07-12

Dedicated to the children of war, the story follows a Lebanese teenager, Karim, as he 
escapes war-torn Beirut, travels a dangerous route over the mountains to Chlifa, and then 
on to Montreal and a new life. But this journey and time-line is completely fractured within 
the novel, because Karim himself is unable to move on with his life. His bizarre behaviour in
his Montreal high school—self-imposed isolation interspersed with incomprehensible (over)
reactions—is rooted deep within the horrific escape experiences he is still reliving. Using 
Karim's diaries, another teenager's first person perspective on Karim, as well as a regular 
narrative format, the story weaves back and forth in time and across viewpoints, until Karim
can find a way to move on and leave behind a past filled with death: "I don't have a 
monopoly on unhappiness." Good dialogue amongst the students on, handling cultural 
conflicts, being uprooted and making compromises.

Description:

Title: Lyddie - Katherine Paterson
Grade
Level: 07-12

In 1843, three years after her father abandons his failing Vermont farm, 10-year-old Lyddie
and her younger brother Charles are hired out as servants, while Mama and the two 
youngest children go off to live with relatives. After spending a grueling year working in a 
tavern, Lyddie flees to Lowell, Mass., in hopes of finding a better job that will provide 
enough income to pay off farm debts and allow the family to be reunited. Life continues to 
be a struggle after she is employed in a cloth factory, but Lyddie finds refuge from wretched
working conditions by burying herself in books. Learning that she cannot return home--the 
family farm has been sold to Quaker neighbors--the girl is seized by a burning desire to 
gain independence by attending college. Readers will sympathize with Lyddie's hardships 
and admire her determination to create a better life for herself. Paterson ( The Tale of the 
Mandarin Ducks ) clearly depicts the effects of poverty during the 19th century, focusing on
the plight of factory workers enslaved by their dismal jobs. Impeccably researched and 
expertly crafted, this book is sure to satisfy those interested in America's industrialization 
period.

Description:
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Title: A Separate Peace - John Knowles

Grade
Level: 09-12

The volatile world of male adolescence provides the backdrop for John Knowles' 
engrossing tale of love, hate, war, and peace. Sharing a room at Devon, an exclusive New
England prep school, in the summer prior to World War II, Gene and Phineas form a 
complex bond of friendship that draws out both the best and worst characteristics of each 
boy and leads ultimately to violence, a confession, and the betrayal of trust. Narrator Scott
Snively's ability to switch seamlessly from the perspective of a teenager tormented by 
feelings he doesn't want to understand to the reflective musing of a man looking back at the
formative experience of his youth provide both the story and the setting with an immediacy 
that quickly engages listeners. Not only does Snively give a distinctive voice to each of the
main characters, he also delineates the mannerisms and personalities of the other boys 
and the teachers surrounding them. Intense, mesmerizing, and compelling, this rendition of
a classic coming-of-age tale belongs in all public library collections, and will be especially 
helpful to high school students as an accompaniment to the written text.

Description:

Title: ScienceFocus 8
Grade
Level: 08-12

Series: ScienceFocus 8
Author(s): Edwards, L. et al.
Copyright Year: 2001
ISBN: 0070864721
Publisher: McGraw-Hill Ryerson Limited
Distributor:  McGraw-Hill Ryerson Ltd.
Resource Description: 546 pages, hardcover

Curriculum Area: Science
Grades: 8
Topic: 8A / 8B / 8C / 8D / 8E
Authorization Status: Basic
Date of Authorization: Monday, April 30, 2001

Description:

Title: Watership Down - Richard Adams
Grade
Level: 09-12

Watership Down has been a staple of high-school English classes for years. Despite the 
fact that it's often a hard sell at first (what teenager wouldn't cringe at the thought of 400-
plus pages of talking rabbits?), Richard Adams's bunny-centric epic rarely fails to win the 
love and respect of anyone who reads it, regardless of age. Like most great novels, 
Watership Down is a rich story that can be read (and reread) on many different levels. The
book is often praised as an allegory, with its analogs between human and rabbit culture (a 
fact sometimes used to goad skeptical teens, who resent the challenge that they won't "get"
it, into reading it), but it's equally praiseworthy as just a corking good adventure.

The story follows a warren of Berkshire rabbits fleeing the destruction of their home by a 
land developer. As they search for a safe haven, skirting danger at every turn, we become
acquainted with the band and its compelling culture and mythos. Adams has crafted a 
touching, involving world in the dirt and scrub of the English countryside, complete with its 
own folk history and language (the book comes with a "lapine" glossary, a guide to 
rabbitese). As much about freedom, ethics, and human nature as it is about a bunch of 
bunnies looking for a warm hidey-hole and some mates, Watership Down will continue to 
make the transition from classroom desk to bedside table for many generations to come.

Description:
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Title: That was Then This is Now - S.E. Hinton

Grade
Level: 07-12

Ever since Mark's parents died, he has been living with Bryon. The boys are more like 
brothers than mere friends. They've been inseparable--until recently. Something seems to 
be changing between them, and Bryon can't figure it out. Is it Cathy, Bryon's new girlfriend?
Is Mark jealous? Bryon is also tired of the street fighting, but Mark seems unable to quit. 
And where is Mark getting all of that money? In That Was Then, This Is Now, one of her 
most admired novels, S. E. Hinton paints a richly textured portrait of two boys at a 
crossroads in their friendship. With careful, intimate strokes, Hinton reveals a boy struggling
over whether to protect his best friend or whether to follow his own beliefs about right and 
wrong. The ending will surprise readers, challenging them to puzzle over Bryon's dilemma 
in their own hearts.

Description:

Title: Science in Action 8
Grade
Level: 08-12

Series: Addison Wesley Science in Action 8
Author(s): Booth, C. et al.
Copyright Year: 2001
ISBN: 0201707780
Publisher: Pearson Education Canada Inc.
Distributor:  Pearson Canada
Resource Description: 455 pages, coilbound

Curriculum Area: Science
Grades: 8
Topic: 8A / 8B / 8C / 8D / 8E
Authorization Status: Basic
Date of Authorization: Monday, April 30, 2001

Available From: www.lrc.education.gov.ab.ca

Description:

Title: Deathwatch - Robb White
Grade
Level: 07-12

"An exciting novel of suspense, based on a fight to the finish between an honest and 
courageous young man and a cynical business tycoon who believes that anything can be 
had for a price."--Horn Book. An ALA Best of the Best Books for Young Adults, Edgar Allan
Poe Mystery Writers Award, A New York Times Outstanding Book of the Year, New York 
Public Library--Books for the Teen Age.

Description:
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Title: Yuletide Blues - R.P. MacIntyre

Grade
Level: 08-10

From R.P. MacIntyre, the 1993 winner of the Vicky Metcalf Short Stort Award, Yuletide 
Blues has become a hit with young audiences. The deadpan, comedian’s voice of the 
teenaged protagonist is fresh, disconcerting and hilarious, as Lanny relates his worst 
Christmas. An avid hockey player with an aversion for piano lessons, Lanny receives a 
couple of rude but enlightening shocks that force him to reevaluate both himself and his 
relationships with family and friends.

Description:

Title: True Confessions of a Heartless Girl - Martha Brooks
Grade
Level: 09-12

Noreen has led an unhappy life, overloaded with conflict. One stormy night, she drives off in
her most recent boyfriend's truck and finds her way to a rundown caf‚ in a small Canadian 
town. It is operated by a sad and impoverished ex-schoolteacher who is raising her young 
son, Seth, alone. Noreen's talent for trouble, fed by the fires of her careless bravado, soon
surface as she endangers the child's dog by feeding it a chicken bone, and moves on to set
a real fire in the bungalow she's been offered as a temporary living space. Flashbacks to 
Noreen's past reveal her rage at her awful parents, whom she hasn't lived with for years, 
and her depression and carelessness while living with her boyfriend Wesley. As Brooks 
knows how to show so well, troubled teens are not the only characters with problems. The
adults Noreen encounters in this small town have nightmares of their own, reaching back to
times long before she blew into town, and little Seth is truly at the mercy of the emotional 
storm centered all around him. Although Noreen realizes she is pregnant, and loses the 
baby within the very short time span of this novel, this is not a "pregnant girl problem story."
Instead, it is a clear-eyed and clarifying look at the power of community, and the relative 
inadequacies of any one individual to weather the storms of life alone.

Description:

Title: Seven Plays of Mystery and Suspense - Sylvia Z. Brodkin
Grade
Level: 09-12

The plays in this book include 4 one-act stage plays, two longer TV plays and one full-
length drama. They were all chosen for their sense of mystery, adventure or horror. In 
subject, they range from the quiet investigation of a strange death to desperate struggles 
for survival and fearful encounters with a supernatural power. In style, they share one vital 
ingredient - suspense.

Description:
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Title: Man's Search for Meaning - Victor E. Frankl

Grade
Level: 09-12

Man's Search for Meaning by Viktor E. Frankl is among the most influential works of 
psychiatric literature since Freud. The book begins with a lengthy, austere, and deeply 
moving personal essay about Frankl's imprisonment in Auschwitz and other concentration 
camps for five years, and his struggle during this time to find reasons to live. The second 
part of the book, called "Logotherapy in a Nutshell," describes the psychotherapeutic 
method that Frankl pioneered as a result of his experiences in the concentration camps. 
Freud believed that sexual instincts and urges were the driving force of humanity's life; 
Frankl, by contrast, believes that man's deepest desire is to search for meaning and 
purpose. Frankl's logotherapy, therefore, is much more compatible with Western religions 
than Freudian psychotherapy. This is a fascinating, sophisticated, and very human book. At
times, Frankl's personal and professional discourses merge into a style of tremendous 
power. "Our generation is realistic, for we have come to know man as he really is," Frankl 
writes. "After all, man is that being who invented the gas chambers of Auschwitz; however,
he is also that being who entered those gas chambers upright, with the Lord's Prayer or the
Shema Yisrael on his lips." -

Description:

Title: Girl with a Pearl Earring - Tracy Chevalier
Grade
Level: 09-12

With precisely 35 canvases to his credit, the Dutch painter Johannes Vermeer represents 
one of the great enigmas of 17th-century art. The meager facts of his biography have been
gleaned from a handful of legal documents. Yet Vermeer's extraordinary paintings of 
domestic life, with their subtle play of light and texture, have come to define the Dutch 
golden age. His portrait of the anonymous Girl with a Pearl Earring has exerted a particular
fascination for centuries--and it is this magnetic painting that lies at the heart of Tracy 
Chevalier's second novel of the same title.
Girl with a Pearl Earring centers on Vermeer's prosperous Delft household during the 
1660s. When Griet, the novel's quietly perceptive heroine, is hired as a servant, turmoil 
follows. First, the 16-year-old narrator becomes increasingly intimate with her master. Then
Vermeer employs her as his assistant--and ultimately has Griet sit for him as a model. 
Chevalier vividly evokes the complex domestic tensions of the household, ruled over by the
painter's jealous, eternally pregnant wife and his taciturn mother-in-law. At times the 
relationship between servant and master seems a little anachronistic. Still, Girl with a Pearl
Earring does contain a final delicious twist.
Throughout, Chevalier cultivates a limpid, painstakingly observed style, whose exactitude is
an effective homage to the painter himself. Even Griet's most humdrum duties take on a 
high if unobtrusive gloss:
    I came to love grinding the things he brought from the apothecary--bones, white lead, 
madder, massicot--to see how bright and pure I could get the colors. I learned that the finer
the materials were ground, the deeper the color. From rough, dull grains madder became a
fine bright red powder and, mixed with linseed oil, a sparkling paint. Making it and the other
colors was magical.
In assembling such quotidian particulars, the author acknowledges her debt to Simon 
Schama's classic study The Embarrassment of Riches. Her novel also joins a crop of 
recent, painterly fictions, including Deborah Moggach's Tulip Fever and Susan Vreeland's

Description:
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Title: Crossroads 8

Grade
Level: 08-12

Series: Crossroads
Author(s): Godfrey, J.; Carty, M.; Ouellette, M.
Copyright Year: 2000
ISBN: 0771513224
Publisher: Gage Educational Publishing Co.
Distributor:  Nelson Thomson Learning
Resource Description: 351 pages, hardcover

Curriculum Area: English Language Arts
Grades: 8
Authorization Status: Basic
Date of Authorization: Monday, June 05, 2000

Description:

Title: Ghost Boy - Iain Lawrence
Grade
Level: 07-12

Fourteen-year-old Harold Kline is an albino--white from head to toe, even his hair and his 
eyes that are like drops of water. His life is made unbearable by the other kids, who call him
"snow" or "maggot," and ever since his father died and his brother was reported missing in
Vietnam, his mother has become angry and withdrawn. And so Harold runs away, although
it is a wrench to leave Honey, the elderly dog who has been his only comfort. And where 
would an albino kid on the run end up? In the circus, of course--in this case a down-at-the-
heels road show where he is sheltered by a kindly lady midget and her huge man-beast 
companion and given hugs and unquestioning acceptance by the other "freaks." There he 
falls in love with the beautiful but duplicitous trick horseback rider and gains self-respect 
and the admiration of the other circus folks when he accomplishes the seemingly 
impossible feat of teaching the elephants to play baseball. But Gypsy Magda forecasts a 
"great harm" lurking in the future, and it has something to do with Harold's rejection of the 
"freaks" who have sheltered him as one of their own.

In this strange, moving novel, the author of sea adventures The Wreckers and The 
Smugglers has built a compelling metaphor for the universal teenage fear of being declared
an outsider. With great emotional veracity, Iain Lawrence plays many intriguing variations 
on the theme of alienation in a work full of fascinating characters, marvelous scenes, and 
tragic surprises.

Description:
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WYNN Books
Title: The Story of My Life - Helen Keller

Grade
Level: 09-12

The Story of My Life, a remarkable account of overcoming the debilitating challenges of 
being both deaf and blind, has become an international classic, making Helen Keller one of
the most well-known, inspirational figures in history. Originally published in 1903, Keller’s 
fascinating memoir narrates the events of her life up to her third year at Radcliffe College.

Helen Keller’s story of struggle and achievement is one of unquenchable hope. From tales
of her difficult early days, to details of her relationship with her beloved teacher Anne 
Sullivan, to her impressions of academic life, Keller’s honest, straightforward writing lends 
insight into an amazing mind. Like the original, this centenary edition of The Story of My 
Life includes letters Keller wrote to friends throughout her childhood and adolescence that 
chronicle her intellectual and sensory progression, as well as assistant John Macy’s 
commentary on her interpretations of her surroundings.

In addition to reprinting Keller’s long-lost original work, this edition contains excerpts from 
her little-known, deeply personal memoir The World We Live In, which give readers a 
detailed look into an otherwise unimaginable existence, as well as an excerpt from Out of 
the Dark, a political commentary Keller wrote during her years as a socialist.

Deftly edited and prefaced by scholar James Berger, this comprehensive anniversary 
edition celebrates a century of readers’ enthrallment with one of the most powerful figures 
in history.

Description:

Title: A Complicated Kindness - Mariam Toews
Grade
Level: 09-12

A 16-year-old rebels against the conventions of her strict Mennonite community and tries to
come to terms with the collapse of her family in this insightful, irreverent coming-of-age 
novel. In bleak rural Manitoba, Nomi longs for her older sister, Tash ("she was so 
earmarked for damnation it wasn't even funny"), and mother, Trudie, each of whom has 
recently fled fundamentalist Christianity and their town. Her gentle, uncommunicative 
father, Ray, isn't much of a sounding board as Nomi plunges into bittersweet memory and 
grapples with teenage life in a "kind of a cult with pretend connections to some normal 
earthly conventions." Once a "curious, hopeful child" Nomi now relies on biting humor as 
her life spins out of control—she stops attending school, shaves her head and wanders 
around in a marijuana-induced haze—while Ray sells off most of their furniture, escapes on
all-night drives and increasingly withdraws into himself. Still, she and Ray are linked in a 
tender, if fragile, partnership as each slips into despair. Though the narration occasionally 
unravels into distracting stream of consciousness, the unsentimental prose and the 
poignant character interactions sustain reader interest. Bold, tender and intelligent, this is a
clear-eyed exploration of belief and belonging, and the irresistible urge to escape both.

Description:
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WYNN Books
Title: Necking with Louise - Rick Book

Grade
Level: 09-12

These tenderly wrought recollections of growing up in rural Canada during the 1960's may
be received just as warmly by baby-boomers as the target audience. Seven self-contained
chapters crystallize some milestone events between October 1964 and September 1965 
joyous beginnings and poignant endings marking Eric Anderson's transition from childhood
to adulthood. The narrative is unadorned yet evocative: "The cold scissored away at my 
clothes, poked with steely blades through zippers and down my collar" begins the chapter 
about Eric's action-packed season-end hockey game. Other chapters show different sides
of tough yet sensitive Eric, as a lover who feels the sting of rejection as sharply as the first 
flutters of romance, as a member of the work force who learns some bittersweet lessons at
his first job, and as a loyal son springing from a long line of stoic farmers. Book, a radio and
TV journalist, recaptures all of the angst, doubt, excitement and ennui that go along with 
rites of passage. Writing with hindsight and keen perception, he extracts humor and truth 
and a few life lessons from a thoroughly likable adolescent's day-to-day trials.

Description:

Title: A Great and Terrible Beauty - Libba Bray
Grade
Level: 07-12

Libba Bray's new Gothic tale of a Victorian girls school with a deadly secret (Delacorte, 
2003) is brought to life in Josephine Bailey's nuanced reading. At 16, Gemma must leave 
the only home she's known–colonial India–when her mother kills herself under bizarre 
circumstances and Gemma is both confused and intrigued by the details. Although she 
longed to see London while her family lived abroad, Gemma is disappointed to find that 
she's being packed off to finishing school there. At school, she stands up to the very circle
of girls who seem to hold the most power, while also dealing with weird hallucinations and 
the furtive presence of the young man she first saw in Bombay on the day of her mother's 
death. The school and its administration hold fast to a secret about the class of 1871, which
passed through it nearly a quarter century before Gemma's stay. As friendships develop 
between Gemma and three of the other students, and several of her teachers reveal 
interesting personal sides of themselves, the plot and the reader both tug the audience into
the creepy depths beneath a cave on the school grounds. There the living girls find a 
pleasurable world populated by goddess figures–and Gemma's dead mother. How all this 
ultimately connects with that mysterious class of 1871 will delight Gothic fans and inspire 
those new to the genre to taste such classic writers in it as Daphne du Maurier.

Description:

Title: Pirate's Passage - William Gilkerson
Grade
Level: 07-12

William Gilkerson's novel Pirate's Passage is a tour de force. It is miscast as a children's 
book, as the author disingenuously categorizes it. Although it is cleverly enough written so 
that it can be read by a young reader and is nicely illustrated, it has layered depths of 
meaning, provoking the mind of the most sophisticated reader. The author's prose is 
beautifully crafted. He introduces an enigmatic storyteller whose tales are both real and 
magical at the same time. The author examines the subject from all angles, teaching 
lessons that, in his hands are both ageless and mystical, all in a setting that rocked my boat
like a surprise shift of the wind. This is the first true pirate classic since Treasure Island 
itself, but with deeper sands in which to dig, and for a greater treasure. "Pirates Passage" 
deserves at least the five-star maximum, plus many more.

Description:
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WYNN Books
Title: Jacob Have I loved - Katherine Paterson

Grade
Level: 07-12

Jacob Have I Loved revolves around the sibling rivalry between Louise and Caroline 
Bradshaw. The combination of envy, love, and hatred that twists Louise's relationship with
Caroline realistically reflects the insecurity and competitiveness experienced by most 
children.
Even children without siblings are often subjected to negative, haunting comparisons with 
relatives and peers. Louise's jealousy of the beautiful, talented Caroline threatens to 
embitter her for life; her ultimate victory offers encouragement to readers coping with similar
situations.

Paterson also creates a fascinating portrait of life on Rass Island, a fictional spot patterned
after real towns along the Chesapeake Bay. Life on the island revolves around 
fundamentalist religion, seasonal fishing for crabs and oysters, and the often fulfilling lives 
of those who "follow the water." The men lead rugged, dangerous lives, but Paterson 
chooses to focus on the women of the island.

Description:

Title: Tunnel in the Sky - Robert A. Heinlein
Grade
Level: 07-12

The final exam for Dr. Matson's Advanced Survival class was meant to be just that: only a 
test. But something has gone terribly wrong...and now Rod Walker and his fellow students
are stranded somewhere unknown in the universe, beyond contact with Earth, at the other
end of a tunnel in the sky. Stripped of all comforts, hoping for apassage home that may 
never appear, the castaways must band together or perish. For Rod and his fellow 
survivors, this is one test where failure is not an option....

Description:

Title: Fallen Angels - Walter Dean Myers
Grade
Level: 07-12

A coming of age tale for young adults set in the trenches of the Vietnam War in the late 
1960s, Fallen Angels is the story of Perry, a Harlem teenager who volunteers for the 
service when his dream of attending college falls through. Sent to the front lines, Perry and
his platoon come face-to-face with the Vietcong and the real horror of warfare. But violence
and death aren't the only hardships. As Perry struggles to find virtue in himself and his 
comrades, he questions why black troops are given the most dangerous assignments, and
why the U.S. is there at all. Fallen Angels won the 1989 Coretta Scott King Award.

Description:
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WYNN Books
Title: The Face on the Milk Carton - Caroline B. Cooney

Grade
Level: 07-12

The message on the milk carton reads, "Have you seen this child?" Three-year-old Jennie
Spring was kidnapped 12 years earlier, but Janie Johnson, looking at the photo, suddenly 
knows that she is that child. Fragments of memory and evidence accumulate, and when 
she demands to know about her early childhood years, her parents confess what they 
believe to be true, that she is really their grandchild, the child of their long-missing daughter
who had joined a cult. Janie wants to accept this, but she cannot forget Jennie's family and
their loss. Finally, almost against her will, she seeks help and confides in her parents. Her
mother insists that she call the Spring family, and the book ends as she calls them. Many 
young people fantasize about having been adopted or even kidnapped, but the decisions 
Janie must face are painful and complex, and she experiences denial, anger, and guilt 
while sorting her way toward a solution. Janie's boyfriend--sensible, funny, with problems of
his own--is an excellent foil for her intensity. Their romance is natural and believable. 
Cooney again demonstrates an excellent ear for dialogue and a gift for protraying 
responsible middle-class teen-agers trying to come to terms with very real concerns.

Description:

Title: Go Ask Alice - Anonymous
Grade
Level: 08-12

After you've had it, there isn't even life without drugs....

It started when she was served a soft drink laced with LSD in a dangerous party game. 
Within months, she was hooked, trapped in a downward spiral that took her from her 
comfortable home and loving family to the mean streets of an unforgiving city. It was a 
journey that would rob her of her innocence, her youth -- and ultimately her life.

Read her diary.

Enter her world.

You will never forget her.

For thirty-five years, the acclaimed, best selling first-person account of a teenage girl's 
harrowing decent into the nightmarish world of drugs has left an indelible mark on 
generations of teen readers. As powerful -- and as timely -- today as ever, Go Ask Alice 
remains the definitive book on the horrors of addiction.

Description:

Title: The Pigman - Paul Zindel
Grade
Level: 07-12

For sophomores John and Lorraine, the world feels meaningless; nothing is important. 
They certainly can never please their parents, and school is a chore. To pass the time, they
play pranks on unsuspecting people. It's during one of these pranks that they meet the 
"Pigman"--a fat, balding old man with a zany smile plastered on his face. In spite of 
themselves, John and Lorraine soon find that they're caught up in Mr. Pignati's zest for life.
In fact, they become so involved that they begin to destroy the only corner of the world 
that's ever mattered to them. Originally published in 1968, this novel by Pulitzer Prize-
winning author Paul Zindel still sings with sharp emotion as John and Lorraine come to 
realize that "Our life would be what we made of it--nothing more, nothing less."

Description:
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WYNN Books
Title: I heard the Owl Call My Name - Margaret Craven

Grade
Level: 09-12

 A place of salmon runs, ancient totems, and a  lesson a young vicar must learn....

Amid  the grandeur of the remote Pacific Northwest stands  Kingcome, a village so ancient 
that, according to  Kwakiutl myth, it was founded by the two brothers  left on earth after the
great flood. The Native  Americans who still live there call it Quee, a place  of such 
incredible natural richness that hunting  and fishing remain primary food sources. But the  
old culture of totems and potlatch is being replaces  by a new culture of prefab housing and
alcoholism.  Kingcome's younger generation is disenchanted and  alienated from its 
heritage. And now, coming  upriver is a young vicar, Mark Brian, on a journey of  discovery
that can teach him -- and us -- about  life, death, and the transforming power of love.

Description:

Title: Private Peaceful - Michael Morpurgo
Grade
Level: 07-12

At 15, Thomas Peaceful, like many other English soldiers in World War I, is too young to 
fight, but he lies about his age. Now at the front in France with his older brother Charlie he 
stands a lonely nighttime vigil for reasons that are not explained until the book's end, 
watching the minutes tick by and reflecting on his past. Using first-person narration, 
Morpurgo draws readers into this young man's life, relating memories that are idyllic, 
sobering, and poignant. Tommo thinks upon the role he played in his father's accidental 
death, the adventures that he shared with Charlie, his relationship with his childhood friend
Molly, and the experiences that he has had since entering the war. Finally, he describes 
how Charlie disobeyed a direct order to stay with him after he was wounded in action, fully
aware of this decision's dire consequences. While this story is not based on any one 
individual, Morpurgo has personalized the British tactic of executing their own soldiers "for 
cowardice or desertion," memorializing these men without passing judgment. While readers
see the events through Tommo's eyes, the author does not lose sight of the war's effects 
on the teen's friends and family. Reminders come in the form of letters from home, 
relationships with other soldiers, and observations of battles. This thoughtful novel touches
on themes of humanity and duty, and features brilliant characters whose personal decisions
have earned them their very own badges of honor.

Description:

Title: A Christmas Carol and Other Stories - Charles Dickens
Grade
Level: 07-12

An immediate bestseller when it was first published in December 1843, A Christmas Carol
has endured ever since as a perennial Yuletide favorite. Charles Dickens's beloved tale 
about the miserly Ebenezer Scrooge, who comes to know the meaning of kindness, charity,
and goodwill through a haunting Christmas Eve encounter with four ghosts, is a 
heartwarming celebration of the spirit of Christmas.

This Modern Library Paperback Classics edition also includes two other popular Christmas
stories by Dickens: The Chimes,in which a man, persuaded by hypocritical cant that the 
poor deserve their misery, is shown what his pessimistic resignation might lead to in a 
vision conjured by the pealing of bells, and The Haunted Man, Dickens's last Christmas 
tale, which features one of his great comic families, the Tetterbys.

Description:
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WYNN Books
Title: Stranger on the Run - Marilyn Halvorson

Grade
Level: 07-12

Steve Garrett is on the run - again - from big-time drug dealer Carlos Romero and the 
police. Then he meets Jesse, the young native man with a troubled past and a mysterious
mission, who offers him a refuge on a cattle ranch. There Steve learns about new kinds of 
survival, survival of man and beast against the elements and survival of nature against 
man. As life begins to take on new meaning, Steve even goes back to school to earn his 
high school diploma with the help of Lynne, a very special teacher. But just when it looks as
if Steve's going to go straight for good...

Description:

Title: Soldier X - Don Wulffson
Grade
Level: 07-12

In this gritty novel of World War II, 16-year-old Erik Brandt is forced to fight for the 
emaciated German army, and because of his knowledge of the Russian language, he is 
sent to the Russian front. The train trip that Erik and the other young men take is symbolic 
of their transition from child to man. These boys are sent to the front with only a few weeks
of basic training and the directions to kill or be killed. After the first battle, Erik makes the 
life-altering decision to take the uniform of a dead Russian soldier and pretends to be 
Russian for most of his remaining time as a soldier, surviving serious wounds and finding 
the love of his life while he recuperates in a war hospital. There he pretends to have 
amnesia and takes the moniker "Soldier X." When the hospital is attacked, Erik and his 
girlfriend escape. After a harrowing journey filled with enemy encounters, they find a safe 
house in Czechoslovakia and eventually make their way to Berlin. The story is framed with
a prologue and epilogue from Erik's perspective as an old man, and is full of his angst over
killing others and having survived the war. This novel, which is based on a true story, will 
find an audience among readers who are not put off by the horrors of war and who would 
like to read about World War II from a different perspective.

Description:

Title: Shackleton's Stowaway - Victoria McKernan
Grade
Level: 06-12

McKernan brings Ernest Shackleton's 1914 expedition to the Antarctic alive through the 
eyes of its youngest crew member. Perce Blackborow, 18, hides in a cramped locker for 
two days until the Endurance is at sea before revealing his presence as a stowaway. Given
a chance to disembark at South Georgia Island, he signs up as a steward and a gruff 
Shackleton insists that he write to his family: "Tell them what god-awful mischief you've got
yourself into." The ill-fated ship is crushed in the ice hundreds of miles from the nearest 
whaling station, forcing the crew to drag its lifeboats and gear across unstable ice floes. A 
perilous voyage takes them to Elephant Island, where they are stranded for months while 
Shackleton and five others go for help. Perce endures the worst of it, having no feeling in 
his frostbitten feet. Details of the ensuing amputation of toes are realistic, an example of the
author's sharp eye for authenticity. Although fictional, Perce's diary entries add dimension 
to the character and blend imagination with historical accuracy. Several of the crew 
members are powerfully brought to life, including Perce's fun-loving mate, Billy; the 
obsessive rationer, Orde Lees; the compassionate Frank Wild; and Shackleton, the leader 
they all idolize.

Description:
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WYNN Books
Title: A Long Way Gone - Memoirs of a Boy Soldier - Ishmael Beah

Grade
Level: 09-12

This gripping story by a children's-rights advocate recounts his experiences as a boy 
growing up in Sierra Leone in the 1990s, during one of the most brutal and violent civil wars
in recent history. Beah, a boy equally thrilled by causing mischief as by memorizing 
passages from Shakespeare and dance moves from hip-hop videos, was a typical 
precocious 12-year-old. But rebel forces destroyed his childhood innocence when they hit 
his village, driving him to leave his home and travel the arid deserts and jungles of Africa. 
After several months of struggle, he was recruited by the national army, made a full soldier
and learned to shoot an AK-47, and hated everyone who came up against the rebels. The 
first two thirds of his memoir are frightening: how easy it is for a normal boy to transform 
into someone as addicted to killing as he is to the cocaine that the army makes readily 
available. But an abrupt change occurred a few years later when agents from the United 
Nations pulled him out of the army and placed him in a rehabilitation center. Anger and hate
slowly faded away, and readers see the first glimmers of Beah's work as an advocate. Told
in a conversational, accessible style, this powerful record of war ends as a beacon to all 
teens experiencing violence around them by showing them that there are other ways to 
survive than by adding to the chaos.

Description:

Title: Beka Cooper - Terrier - Tamora Pierce
Grade
Level: 07-12

Orphaned Beka Cooper, 16, is a trainee-a "Puppy"-in the Provost's Guard. Having spent 
the first half of her life in Tortall's slums, she is driven by the need to do what is right and 
see justice done. Paired with two of the best Guards, or "Dogs," in the organization and 
aided by her own gifts of magic, Beka learns her job, makes friends with two mages and a 
thief, and uncovers two serial killers who prey on the poor and unnoticed. With Terrier, 
Pierce tries out a new style of storytelling and succeeds admirably. Beka, the ancestor of 
George Cooper from the "Song of the Lioness" series (S & S), tells her story through 
journal entries, making for a thoroughly engaging read. The characters are recognizable 
types, but all have their own personalities. Readers will enjoy meeting the Lady Knight 
Sabine of Macayhill, Alanna's precursor in profession and temperament; Rosto the Piper; 
and Beka's friends. The level of violence is comparable to that found in "The Circle Opens"
series (Scholastic) but isn't as gratuitous. This seems mostly to be due to the journal 
format, which gives readers only Beka's thoughts and feelings as opposed to those of the 
killers as well. With its rollicking adventure, appealing characters, and inclusion of Tortall's
history, Terrier will be in strong demand by Pierce's fans. It will keep readers on the edge of
their seats.

Description:

Title: Almost Home - Jessica Blank
Grade
Level: 08-12

This is a hard hitting honest portrayal of life on the street written in the same style as Go 
Ask Alice and Runnerland. This is for the mature reader.

Why would anyone choose to live on the streets? There is Eeyore, just twelve years old 
when she runs away from her privileged home, harboring a secret she's too ashamed to tell
anyone. Rusty is a sensitive gay teen who winds up alone when his older boyfriend ditches
him in Hollywood. Squid has gone through too many foster homes to count. There's 
Scabius, a delusional punk from Utah who takes the "me against the world" motto to 
dangerous extremes. And Critter is a heroin dealer with movie star looks and a vulnerable 
heart. Laura should be home studying, but she can't face another one of her mom's 
boyfriends. And then there's Tracy, the damaged thread that ties them all together, 
irrevocably changing each person's life she touches. This unlikely band of characters form 
their own dysfunctional family, complete with love and belonging, abuse and betrayal. Each
will make their way home, wherever it may be.

Description:
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WYNN Books
Title: Dark Heart - Betsy-James

Grade
Level: 07-09

Continuing the tale began in Long Night Dance (Dutton, 1989), Dark Heart is set in the 
village of the Creek tribe at the base of Dark Heart mountain. The society is rigid and 
superstitious, governed by ritual and tradition. It is to this former home of her dead mother 
that 17-year-old Kat has fled to escape from an abusive father. Here, she must endure the 
ritual of being ``eaten by a bear'' to become a woman. It is around the preparation for and 
performance of this rite that the plot turns. The mystery of what this entails and why it must
happen keeps readers turning the pages, but the conclusion is disappointing since the ritual
is never fully explained or satisfactorily described. Kat is a finely drawn character. As a 
person in transition between two cultures and from girlhood to womanhood, she often has 
conflicting feelings. At times she wants to fit into the estab: lished patterns of her new 
home. At others, she wants to return to Nall, the man she loves but left behind. Her 
frequent ambivalence and flares of independence make her believable and sympathetic. 
The minor characters, although not as complex, are adequate to develop the story. Since 
several questions remain unanswered at the book's end, it's likely that another volume is 
forthcoming.

Description:

Title: Long Night Dance - Betsy James
Grade
Level: 07-12

Sixteen-year-old Kat, the heroine of a fantasy inspired by folk ballads, is stifled by life 
Upslope from the ocean, where a woman's highest aspiration is to excel at housekeeping.
She is ashamed of the red hair inherited from her long-dead Hillborn mother, and cowed by
her Upslope father, a tense man who is terrified of his dreams. Drawn by a ballad she hears
in the Downshore market, Kat makes a forbidden visit to the seashore, and finds a 
wounded Rig, or seal-man of local superstition. Kat asks the disreputable natives 
Downshore to help her save the Rig, and through them is caught up in preparations for the
Long Night Dance. Predictably, Kat falls for the Rig, and her father disowns her. The Rig is
attracted to her but refuses to take her as a dependent. Instead, he sends her off to find 
herself. Joining the Long Night Dance, she meets her mother's family, women who offer her
a life of her own. While sensuous writing establishes setting and mood, this promising first 
novel is flawed by the heavy-handed message that shapes the social structure and impels 
the characters' actions. Ipcar's Queen of Spells (Viking, 1973; o.p.) and Diana Wynne 
Jones, in the longer and more complex Fire and Hemlock (Greenwillow, 1984), have used 
ballad material to create characters motivated by their own ambiguous needs and desires,
not compelled by message.

Description:
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WYNN Books
Title: The Boy in the Striped Pajamas - John Boyne

Grade
Level: 09-12

Boyne has written a sort of historical allegory–a spare, but vividly descriptive tale that 
clearly elucidates the atmosphere in Nazi Germany during the early 1940s that enabled the
persecution of Eastern European Jews. Through the eyes of Bruno, a naive nine-year-old 
raised in a privileged household by strict parents whose expectations included good 
manners and unquestioning respect for parental authority, the author describes a visit from
the Fury and the familys sudden move from Berlin to a place called Out-With in Poland. 
There, not 50 feet away, a high wire fence surrounds a huge dirt area of low huts and large
square buildings. From his bedroom window, Bruno can see hundreds (maybe thousands)
of people wearing striped pajamas and caps, and something made him feel very cold and 
unsafe. Uncertain of what his father actually does for a living, the boy is eager to discover 
the secret of the people on the other side. He follows the fence into the distance, where he
meets Shmuel, a skinny, sad-looking Jewish resident who, amazingly, has his same birth 
date. Bruno shares his thoughts and feelings with Shmuel, some of his food, and his final 
day at Out-With, knowing instinctively that his father must never learn about this friendship.
While only hinting at violence, blind hatred, and deplorable conditions, Boyne has included
pointed examples of bullying and fearfulness. His combination of strong characterization 
and simple, honest narrative make this powerful and memorable tale a unique addition to 
Holocaust literature for those who already have some knowledge of Hitlers Final Solution.

Description:

Title: Exodus - Julie Bertagna
Grade
Level: 11-12

What if everything you've heard about global warming is true -- and we haven't done 
enough to change the course of events?
Mara is a fifteen-year-old girl who lives on the island of Wing. The polar ice caps are 
melting, flooding most of the earth. What is left of Mara's primitive island is rapidly being 
claimed by the rising tide. Among the ruins of an abandoned cyberworld Mara meets 
another, someone who promises her that there is a safe haven in the New World.
Mara convinces the people of her island that their only chance for survival is to sail north, 
where the sky cities can provide shelter against the rising storms and tides. However, they
arrive to find that walls have been built around the city and that they are just a few of the 
refugees who are gathered around, hoping for entry. Life in the boat camp is a grim 
existence. Illness, hunger and death have penetrated the lives of Mara's group. 
Overwhelmed with guilt, Mara sets out to find a way to save her friends.
With a little help, Mara makes her way inside the gates and sets about to infiltrate the New
World city of New Mungo. How can one girl face such insurmountable odds and save her 
people against a formidable adversary? Can she really take on an entire city to save her 
friends? If only she could find her cyberworld acquaintance, maybe he could help Mara.
EXODUS is a sobering reminder of the future we face if global warming is allowed to 
continue unchallenged. Julie Bertagna has presented a somber picture of what life may be 
like in the year 2099. She has balanced desperation with the enduring power of hope. 
When humans have hope, no challenge seems too difficult to face. The stark subject of the
story is balanced with a fluid writing style that keeps you turning the pages and hoping for 
the best. EXODUS is already an international best seller and is being released to US 
readers in April 2008.
This is one of those stories that will stay with you forever.

Description:
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WYNN Books
Title: Zenith - Julie Bertagna

Grade
Level: 07-09

A novel of extraordinary imaginative vision and emotional power, ZENITH is the eagerly 
anticipated sequel to the critically acclaimed, bestselling EXODUS. The world is gradually 
drowning, as mighty Arctic ice floes melt, the seas rise, and land disappears forever 
beneath storm-tossed waves . . . Sixteen-year-old Mara and her ship of refugees are 
tracking the North Star, desperate to find a homeland in the melted ice mountains of 
Greenland. The vast, floating city of Pomperoy is just one of the shocks that are not in their
navigation plans. Unwittingly, the refugees bring catastrophe in their wake for Tuck, a 
gypsea pirate-boy, and also for Iliraa land whose inhabitants exist in a state of terror at the 
top of the world. Back in the drowned ruins at the feet of the towering sky city, Fox is 
beginning his battle with the cruel, corrupt forces that rule the New World. But separated 
from Mara, his resolve begins to waver.

Description:

Title: Twilight - Stephenie Meyer
Grade
Level: 07-12

Headstrong, sun-loving, 17-year-old Bella declines her mom's invitation to move to Florida,
and instead reluctantly opts to move to her dad's cabin in the dreary, rainy town of Forks, 
WA. She becomes intrigued with Edward Cullen, a distant, stylish, and disarmingly 
handsome senior, who is also a vampire. When he reveals that his specific clan hunts 
wildlife instead of humans, Bella deduces that she is safe from his blood-sucking instincts 
and therefore free to fall hopelessly in love with him. The feeling is mutual, and the resulting
volatile romance smolders as they attempt to hide Edward's identity from her family and the
rest of the school. Meyer adds an eerie new twist to the mismatched, star-crossed lovers 
theme: predator falls for prey, human falls for vampire. This tension strips away any 
pretense readers may have about the everyday teen romance novel, and kissing, touching,
and talking take on an entirely new meaning when one small mistake could be life-
threatening. Bella and Edward's struggle to make their relationship work becomes a 
struggle for survival, especially when vampires from an outside clan infiltrate the Cullen 
territory and head straight for her. As a result, the novel's danger-factor skyrockets as the 
excitement of secret love and hushed affection morphs into a terrifying race to stay alive. 
Realistic, subtle, succinct, and easy to follow, Twilight will have readers dying to sink their 
teeth into it.

Description:

Title: Bewitching Season - Marissa Doyle
Grade
Level: 09-12

In 1837 London, young daughters of viscounts pined for handsome, titled husbands, not 
careers. And certainly not careers in magic. At least, most of them didn’t.

Shy, studious Persephone Leland would far rather devote herself to her secret magic 
studies than enter society and look for a suitable husband. But right as the inevitable 
season for "coming out" is about to begin, Persy and her twin sister discover that their 
governess in magic has been kidnapped as part of a plot to gain control of the soon-to-be 
Queen Victoria. Racing through Mayfair ballrooms and royal palaces, the sisters overcome
bad millinery, shady royal spinsters, and a mysterious Irish wizard. And along the way, 
Persy learns that husband hunting isn’t such an odious task after all, if you can find the right
quarry.

Description:
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Title: Forged By Fire - Sharon M. Draper

Grade
Level: 07-12

Sharon Draper has indeed forged a fiery name for herself in the field of young adult 
literature--that of a courageous writer, willing to tackle tough, real-life problems while 
developing honorable, streetwise role models for troubled teens. Her previous novel, Tears
of the Tiger, garnered much acclaim and became the first recipient of the Coretta Scott 
King Genesis Award. In this second novel, Draper weaves in characters from Tears--most 
significantly Gerald Nickleby, a young basketball player who discovers his innate strength 
and determination while protecting his stepsister's safety and his mother's honor.

Unfortunately, Draper's strengths (her desire to delve into tough social issues, such as child
abuse, drug addiction, incest, bulimia, and domestic violence) become this book's 
weakness as the story line teeters on implausible. For example, in less than 20 pages 
Gerald faces the following: the death of a close friend (a passenger in a car that was driven
by a drunk teammate); the discovery of his drunk, evil stepfather trying to sexually assault 
his younger stepsister; a brutal attack by his stepfather; and a raging apartment fire that 
threatens to kill them all. Nonetheless, Draper creates believable and important heroes for 
teenage boys--those who are forged from adversity, only to burn more brightly and 
courageous.

Description:

Title: Bridge to Terabithia - Katherine Paterson
Grade
Level: 03-07

The story starts out simply enough: Jess Aarons wants to be the fastest boy in the fifth 
grade--he wants it so bad he can taste it. He's been practicing all summer, running in the 
fields around his farmhouse until he collapses in a sweat. Then a tomboy named Leslie 
Burke moves into the farmhouse next door and changes his life forever. Not only does 
Leslie not look or act like any girls Jess knows, but she also turns out to be the fastest 
runner in the fifth grade. After getting over the shock and humiliation of being beaten by a 
girl, Jess begins to think Leslie might be okay.
Despite their superficial differences, it's clear that Jess and Leslie are soul mates. The two
create a secret kingdom in the woods named Terabithia, where the only way to get into the
castle is by swinging out over a gully on an enchanted rope. Here they reign as king and 
queen, fighting off imaginary giants and the walking dead, sharing stories and dreams, and
plotting against the schoolmates who tease them. Jess and Leslie find solace in the 
sanctuary of Terabithia until a tragedy strikes and the two are separated forever. In a style 
that is both plain and powerful, Katherine Paterson's characters will stir your heart and put
a lump in your throat.

Description:

Title: Mice at Centre Ice
Grade
Level: 03-04

Will Benny the Bullet and the other Mouse Hockey Leaguers get the Cheddar Cup back 
from the Rink Rats? What dangers await brave Benny? Can any of them be any worse than
the steel blades of the great Zamboni machine?

Description:
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Title: Owls in the Family - Farley Mowat

Grade
Level: 04-07

Every child needs to have a pet. No one could argue with that.

But what happens when your pet is an owl, and your owl is terrorizing the neighbourhood?

In Farley Mowat’s exciting children’s story, a young boy’s pet menagerie – which includes 
crows, magpies, gophers and a dog – grows out of control with the addition of two 
cantankerous pet owls. The story of how Wol and Weeps turn the whole town upside down
is warm, funny, and bursting with adventure and suspense.

Description:

Title: Bunnicula - A Rabbit Tale of Mystery
Grade
Level: 04-05

This immensely popular children's story is told from the point of view of a dog named 
Harold. It all starts when Harold's human family, the Monroes, goes to see the movie 
Dracula, and young Toby accidentally sits on a baby rabbit wrapped in a bundle on his 
seat. How could the family help but take the rabbit home and name it Bunnicula? Chester, 
the literate, sensitive, and keenly observant family cat, soon decides there is something 
weird about this rabbit. Pointy fangs, the appearance of a cape, black-and-white coloring, 
nocturnal habits … it sure seemed like he was a vampire bunny. When the family finds a 
white tomato in the kitchen, sucked dry and colorless, well … Chester becomes distraught
and fears for the safety of the family. "Today, vegetables. Tomorrow … the world!" he 
warns Harold. But when Chester tries to make his fears known to the Monroes, he is 
completely misunderstood, and the results are truly hilarious. Is Bunnicula really a vampire
bunny? We can't say. But any child who has ever let his or her imagination run a little wild
will love Deborah and James Howe's funny, fast-paced "rabbit-tale of mystery."

Description:

Title: The Best School Year Ever - Barbara Robinson
Grade
Level: 03-06

The many readers who have laughed out loud at Robinson's uproarious 1972 novel, The 
Best Christmas Pageant Ever , will enthusiastically welcome the return of the six cigar-
smoking Herdman kids. These six waste no time bending rules: they break them outright.
While the original story centered on the church Christmas pageant, the sequel has a 
broader focus, paving the way for more varied misadventures, virtually all of which the 
Herdmans craftily orchestrate. Among the dastardly deeds are the siblings' kidnapping of a
bald baby, whose head they "tattoo" and show to other kids for a fee; their attempt to wash
their cat (which is "missing one eye and part of an ear and most of its tail and all of 
whatever good nature it ever had") in a laundromat machine; and their ingenious sabotage
of the school's Fire Safety Day observance. In one of the funniest scenes, cunning 
Imogene Herdman comes to the rescue of a boy whose head (thanks to Imogene's brother)
is stuck in a bike rack: she flattens his prominent ears with Scotch tape and slathers his 
head with margarine so it slides through the bars.

Description:
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Title: Unbearable - Paul Jennings

Grade
Level: 03-06

LITTLE BLACK BALLS
'What are these little black balls?' said Mum in a loud voice.
She was standing there holding a pair of my jeans in one hand and the little black balls in 
the other. I wasn't sure what to say. She wasn't going to like it. Mum usually checks the 
pockets before she puts my jeans in the wash. I should have emptied them. But I forgot. 
Now the jeans were all stained. "Well......' I began.
'Come on, Sally' said Mum. She thrust the little black balls under my nose. 'Out with it'.
I just looked at my toes for a bit. Then I took a deep breath. It was no good stalling. 'goat 
poo,' I said.
'Goat poo,' shrieked Mum. She threw the droppings on the floor and scrubbed at her hands
with a towel. Then she turned on me with flaming eyes. I could tell that she was just about 
to do something silly. Like ground me for a month. Or stop my pocket money.
'I can explain,' I said. 'You won't be mad when I tell you what happened. Just give me a 
chance.' I took another deep breath and launched into my explanation.

Features the stories:
    * Licked
    * Little Black Balls
    * Only Gilt
    * Next Time Around
    * Nails
    * Yuggles
    * Grandad's Gifts
    * Smelly Feet

Description:

Title: Return to Howliday Inn - James Howe
Grade
Level: 04-05

Howe here brings back the amusingly articulate cast of animal characters introduced in 
Bunnicula and later featured in Howliday Inn , The Celery Stalks at Midnight and Nighty-
Nightmare . The author generously peppers this caper with his trademark puns and snappy
one-liners, which are all the more droll for coming from the mouths of canine narrator 
Harold, dachshund puppy Howie and quick-thinking Chester the cat. These pets spend the
week of their owners' vacation at Chateau Bow-Wow, a boarding kennel where they meet 
up with Felony and Miss Demeanor, tough-talking "cat burglars"; Bob and Linda, dogs 
sporting stylish caps; and Hamlet, a melancholy old Great Dane. Convinced that someone 
is about to do them in, this wacky menagerie masterminds a mass escape from the kennel
and manages to reunite Hamlet with his lonely owner. Howe's fans will find this as 
scrumptiously silly as his critters' earlier adventures.

Description:
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Title: Howliday Inn - James Howe

Grade
Level: 04-05

Howe here brings back the amusingly articulate cast of animal characters introduced in 
Bunnicula and later featured in Howliday Inn , The Celery Stalks at Midnight and Nighty-
Nightmare . The author generously peppers this caper with his trademark puns and snappy
one-liners, which are all the more droll for coming from the mouths of canine narrator 
Harold, dachshund puppy Howie and quick-thinking Chester the cat. These pets spend the
week of their owners' vacation at Chateau Bow-Wow, a boarding kennel where they meet 
up with Felony and Miss Demeanor, tough-talking "cat burglars"; Bob and Linda, dogs 
sporting stylish caps; and Hamlet, a melancholy old Great Dane. Convinced that someone 
is about to do them in, this wacky menagerie masterminds a mass escape from the kennel
and manages to reunite Hamlet with his lonely owner. Howe's fans will find this as 
scrumptiously silly as his critters' earlier adventures.

Description:

Title: The Celery Stalks at Midnight - James Howe
Grade
Level: 04-05

Bunnicula is missing! Chester is convinced all the world's vegetables are in danger of being
drained of their life juices and turned into zombies. Soon he has Harold and Howie running
around sticking toothpicks through hearts of lettuce and any other veggie in sight. Of 
course, Chester has been known to be wrong before...but you can never be too careful 
when there's a vampire bunny at large!

Description:

Title: James and the Giant Peach - Roald Dahl
Grade
Level: 03-06

When poor James Henry Trotter loses his parents in a horrible rhinoceros accident, he is 
forced to live with his two wicked aunts, Aunt Sponge and Aunt Spiker. After three years he
becomes "the saddest and loneliest boy you could find." Then one day, a wizened old man 
in a dark-green suit gives James a bag of magic crystals that promise to reverse his misery
forever. When James accidentally spills the crystals on his aunts' withered peach tree, he 
sets the adventure in motion. From the old tree a single peach grows, and grows, and 
grows some more, until finally James climbs inside the giant fruit and rolls away from his 
despicable aunts to a whole new life. James befriends an assortment of hilarious 
characters, including Grasshopper, Earthworm, Miss Spider, and Centipede--each with his
or her own song to sing. Roald Dahl's rich imagery and amusing characters ensure that 
parents will not tire of reading this classic aloud, which they will no doubt be called to do 
over and over again!

Description:
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Title: The Van Gogh Cafe - Cynthia Rylan

Grade
Level: 04-06

Miracles are always in the making at the Van Gogh Cafe in Flowers, Kans.: the small 
restaurant, housed in a renovated theater, has "magic enough to last forever in its walls." 
Readers will share the wonder of 10-year-old Clara and her father Marc, the cafe's owner, 
as they witness a series of serendipitous occurrences involving stranded sea gulls, aged 
film stars, magic muffins, lost pets and mysterious travelers. As effective as Mrs. Piggle-
Wiggle's charms at curing all manner of ills, the enchanted cafe instills faith and good will in
its patrons. Newbery Medalist Rylant (Missing May) breaks new ground in producing this 
whimsical tale, dextrously weaving extraordinary events into the fabric of ordinary life. As 
she gently guides her characters toward their magnificent destinies, the strength of her 
imagination and the depth of her sensitivity will impress even the reluctant reader.

Description:

Title: Uncanny - Paul Jennings
Grade
Level: 03-06

Paul Jennings fans will be pleased to discover that his latest collection of unusual tales 
includes the comic, the fantastic and the macabre. Ghost stories include a haunted rubbish
tip, a bewitched set of circus costumes and an unhappy ghost who tortures his victims by 
tickling them. Gadgets and humour are common threads in four stories. These feature a 
dog-tossing boomgate, a mousetrap to catch the unwary human and a remote control that
works best when aimed at people. Of the nine tales, two stand out: On the Bottom involves
a desperate sea rescue instigated by a tattooed finger found in the belly of a shark; Frozen
Stiff depicts the struggles of four lonely inner-city inhabitants (two old men, a boy and a 
cow) who come into conflict with each other.

Uncanny is equal to its predecessors, and, as with these, readers are likely to find a 
favourite tale.

Description:

Title: Year of No Rain - Alice Mead
Grade
Level: 05-06

Stephen, 11, lives with his mother and older sister in a poor, drought-stricken village in the
southern Sudan. His father went off to fight with the rebels when the boy was an infant, and
the family remains fearful of assaults by northern government soldiers. When the village is
attacked (by the southern rebels, as it turns out), the boy and two friends are sent to hide in
the forest. Upon returning home, they find that their village has been destroyed, Stephen's
mother has been killed, and his sister is missing, possibly taken as a slave. The boys try to
make their way to a refugee camp, where Stephen believes he will be able to go to school 
and achieve his dream of becoming a teacher; but after a harrowing journey across 
dangerous, inhospitable territory, they return to their village.

Description:
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Title: Mick Harte Was Here - Barbara Park

Grade
Level: 04-05

Park's latest offering is a short, yet surprisingly deep and powerful look at the death of a 
sibling. Phoebe Harte, 13, recounts the days immediately following the death of her 12-
year-old brother, Mick, in a bicycle accident. The author is adept at portraying the stages of
grief and the effects of this sudden tragedy on the family. The book's tone of sadness is 
mitigated by humor, reassurance, and hope. Mick is fondly remembered through his funny
escapades as Phoebe comes to realize that, even though he is dead, he will never be lost 
to her. The ending has real punch. Phoebe is finally able to admit that Mick was not 
wearing a helmet. A great discussion-starter.

Description:

Title: Screech Owls - 1 - Mystery at Lake Placid - Roy MacGregor
Grade
Level: 05-06

Mystery at Lake Placid is the first book in the popular Screech Owls series, in which Roy 
MacGregor, who is also a sports columnist, combines hockey and mystery, giving an 
insider's feel for the details of junior hockey on a national and international level. The 
Screech Owls team travels around the world to play in hockey tournaments, and always 
ends up solving a mystery wherever they are. In this first installment, the team travels to 
Lake Placid, New York, to play in a tough peewee tournament. Twelve-year-old Travis 
Lindsay may be short for his age, but he’s an excellent skater and stickhandler. With the 
assistance of his best friend, Nish, Travis takes the lead in solving the mystery when the 
team arrives and realizes there is more to this tournament than just hockey. They must find
out who is sabotaging the equipment of their best player and team captain, Sarah 
Cuthbertson, before it's too late.

The story offers an exciting mix of mystery, hockey, and humour, making it a good casual 
read. MacGregor keeps the tension percolating while revealing his long-time experience in 
junior hockey, which brings the sport to life in this book for hockey fans and non-hockey 
fans alike. In the rest of the series, Travis, Nish, Sarah, and the other Screech Owls travel 
to Sweden, Florida, and Japan, as well as many Canadian cities. With its true-to-life, 
likeable characters, and a surprise ending, it’s great fun.

Description:

Title: The Nose from Jupiter - Richard Scrimger
Grade
Level: 03-06

Alan Dingwall doesn't really mind that Norbert, a tiny alien from Jupiter, has taken up 
residence inside his nose. In fact, Alan quite likes Norbert. The problem is Norbert speaks 
his mind, giving everyone the idea that Alan is a master ventriloquist. When Norbert mouths
off to school bullies and helps beat them at soccer, Alan sees big trouble on the way. The 
premise may seem far-fetched, but Scrimger pulls it off. Alan's perspective on life is 
hilarious (even in the face of his parents' divorce), making this a delightfully funny, fast-
paced story that will turn readers into instant fans. Alan's comical insights and outlook on 
life even help him win the heart of his favorite girl. A surefire hit, especially among reluctant
readers, including some who are older than the target audience.

Description:
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Title: Stars - Eric Walters

Grade
Level: 07-09

Joseph had never known the sky could be so big. But somehow out here in the wilderness
everything was clearer. A guy noticed things he couldn't see in the city. Maybe he had just
been to busy stealing and running and hiding from the cops to look up. Or maybe being 
stuck with a bunch of losers and social worker was beginning to get to him. Whatever it 
was, the sky was huge, and full of stars. The stars were what Joseph liked best.

Description:

Title: A Time of Angels - Karen Hesse
Grade
Level: 03-06

Sick with influenza during the 1918 epidemic and separated from her two sisters, a young 
Jewish girl living in Boston relies on the help of an old German man, and her visions of 
angels, to get better and to reunite herself with her family.

Description:

Title: Rescue Pup - Jean Little
Grade
Level: 03-06

He may be just a puppy, but he wasn’t named Shakespeare for nothing!

Shakespeare wriggled joyously and reared up to lick Tessa’s chin. He expected even this 
girl to love him on sight. Everybody always had. But Tessa was not everybody. She parted
her knees and let him slither to the floor.

Shakespeare is a Seeing Eye puppy. But before the time comes for him to train with a blind
person, he must spend six months with a girl who has never learned to love. He does all he
can to teach her, but the job places him in some dangerous situations and by the end of the
story he has earned the title Rescue Pup.

Description:
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Title: Our Alberta Book 1

Grade
Level: 04

This set of sequential student books cover 100% of the Grade 4 social studies curricular 
outcomes. Developed with the student in mind, Our Alberta has proven readable and 
engaging, with many visuals and activities to peak any students' interest. Our Alberta was 
built on the solid connection to new curricular directions (Multiple Perspectives and Inquiry)
and developed with careful attention to sound pedagogy and best classroom practices 
(Literacy and Differentiated Learning.)

Series: Nelson-Duval Alberta Social Studies Series
Copyright Year: 2006
ISBN's [ISBN: 9780176324056]
[ISBN-10: 0176324054]
Publisher/Supplier(s): Thomson Nelson
Description: Text - 338 Pages - Hardcover

Description:

Title: Our Alberta Book 2
Grade
Level: 04

This set of sequential student books cover 100% of the Grade 4 social studies curricular 
outcomes. Developed with the student in mind, Our Alberta has proven readable and 
engaging, with many visuals and activities to peak any students' interest. Our Alberta was 
built on the solid connection to new curricular directions (Multiple Perspectives and Inquiry)
and developed with careful attention to sound pedagogy and best classroom practices 
(Literacy and Differentiated Learning.)

Series: Nelson-Duval Alberta Social Studies Series
Copyright Year: 2006
ISBN's [ISBN: 9780176324056]
[ISBN-10: 0176324054]
Publisher/Supplier(s): Thomson Nelson
Description: Text - 338 Pages - Hardcover

Description:

Title: Noses are Red - Richard Scrimger
Grade
Level: 03-06

The third installment in Richard Scrimger’s hilarious “Nose” series—the first two books of 
which are The Nose from Jupiter and A Nose for Adventure—now takes us into the woods
as Alan Dingwall unwillingly heads off on what can be deemed, without doubt, as one of the
World’s Worst Camping Trips with his mother’s decidedly odious new boyfriend , 
Christopher Leech. Only the presence of his very best friend , Victor, makes the idea of the
weekend away palatable. Never, alas the outdoors type at the best of times, Alan gets 
himself tangled up in trouble time and again, and just when it looks like things can’t get any
worse they do! Alan and Victor find themselves all alone in the big woods, without supplies,
camping equipment or Christopher to face hungry bears, killer bees and a particularly nasty
summer lightning storm. Only the quick thinking of that absolutely ingenious alien from 
Jupiter, Norbert, once again snugly lodged in the spacious furnished apartment that he 
claims Alan has in his nose, can save the day, along with a little help from camper 
extraordinaire Zinta Zeeler, affectionately named by her folks after the Zeletic goddess of 
death and destruction. Is it only a bad case of sunburn that has made Alan’s nose so 
noticeably red or is it, perhaps, the presence of an alien in his body? Noses are Red is a 
fine addition to the Scrimger oeuvre!

Description:
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Title: Come and See - Year 4

Grade
Level: 04

Come and See continues the theme of Church developed in Year 3. In this program, 
children meet the Lord Jesus through Gospel witnesses and explore what it means to be 
disciples of Jesus today. Just as the Gospels seek to present Jesus first of all as a 
proclamation or announcement of good news, so too the program retains this primary 
focus. Drawing from the four Gospels, it presents a rich variety of images of Jesus, so that 
the children may come to see how in Jesus the story of God-with-us is told. The content of
Come and See is the good news of our Lord Jesus Christ as announced by the evangelists:
Matthew,Mark, Luke and John. In ten units, the program explores different dimensions of 
this content.

Description:

Title: May We be One - Year 5
Grade
Level: 05

Series: Born of the Spirit
Copyright Year: 1998
ISBN's [ISBN: 9780889973886]
[ISBN-10: 0889973881]
Publisher/Supplier(s): Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops
Description: Text - 176 Pages - Hardcover

Description:

Title: You Shall Be My Witness - Year 6
Grade
Level: 06

Series: Born of the Spirit
Copyright Year: 1999
ISBN's [ISBN: 9780889974203]
[ISBN-10: 0889974209]
Publisher/Supplier(s): Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops

Description:
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Title: Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing - Judy Blume

Grade
Level: 03-07

 Passed on from babysitters to their young charges, from big sisters to little brothers, and 
from parents to children, Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing and its cousins (Superfudge, 
Fudge-a-mania, and Otherwise Known as Sheila the Great) have entertained children since
they first appeared in the early 1970s. The books follow Peter Hatcher, his little brother 
Fudgie, baby sister Tootsie, their neighbor Sheila Tubman, various pets, and minor 
characters through New York City and on treks to suburbs and camps.
Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing is the first of these entertaining yarns. Peter, because he's
the oldest, must deal with Fudgie's disgusting cuteness, his constant meddling with Peter's
stuff, and other grave offenses, one of which is almost too much to bear. All these incidents
are presented with the unfailing ear and big-hearted humor of the masterful Judy Blume. 
Though some of her books for older kids have aroused controversy, the Hatcher brothers 
and their adventures remain above the fray, where they belong.

Description:

Title: How to Eat Fried Worms - Thomas Rockwell
Grade
Level: 03-07

How to Eat Fried Worms has happily repulsed children since its original publication in 1973.
Now youngsters can experience this classic story in a whole new yucky way, by listening to
it on audiocassette. Narrator Jay O. Sanders gives extra kick and vitality to this already 
lively yarn. He throws himself into the role of a 10-year-old boy, facing the most revolting 
bet of his life. Billy must eat 15 worms in 15 days--but the reward will be worth it: $50 for a 
shiny new minibike. Luckily, Billy's friends cook up these fat juicy grubs in a variety of 
appetizing ways--drenched in ketchup and mustard, fried in butter and cornmeal, and the 
pièce de résistance, a Whizband Worm Delight (an ice-cream worm cake). Sanders derives
obvious pleasure from reading (and singing) out loud the hilarious rhymes and childish 
chants concocted from the mind of the book's author, Thomas Rockwell.

Description:

Title: Stone Fox - John Reynolds Gardiner
Grade
Level: 04-05

Stone Fox (HarperCollins, 1980) tells the story of a boy determined to win a dog sled race 
to save his grandfather's farm. No one has ever beaten Stone Fox, an imposing and silent
Native American, but little Willy trains daily for the race with his beloved dog, Searchlight. It
seems like Willy might even win the race until heartbreaking tragedy strikes.

Description:
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Title: Voices of Canada - People, Places, and Possibilities

Grade
Level: 05

Product Title: Many Voices 5: Voices of Canada: People, Places, and Possibilities - 
Student Resource
Written to support 100% of the new curriculum outcomes for Grade 5. Voices of Canada is
a highly visual text that helps support comprehension and student motivation to read. It also
contains a variety of features including Voices of Canada, Then and Now, Inquiring Minds,
Skill Power, and the Atlas Appendix at the back of each student text. This versatile multi-
component program is designed to help support a broad range of student learning styles 
and abilities.    View Product Image
Price (plus Taxes): $ 65.15
Series: Many Voices (Pearson)
Copyright Year: 2007
ISBN's [ISBN: 9780131987180]
[ISBN-10: 0131987186]
Publisher/Supplier(s): Pearson Education Canada
Description: Text - 351 Pages

Description:

Title: Belle of Batoche - Jacqueline Guest
Grade
Level: 03-06

Belle is an 11-year-old Métis girl with a penchant for daydreaming and a wish to become 
the new bell ringer at her church. When her rival, Sarah, decides that she, too, would like to
become the bell ringer, a competition ensues. Each girl must embroider an altar cloth and 
present it for judging. Although Belle is a tomboy of sorts, she enlists the help of her 
talented mother to show her the most beautiful stitches to use on her cloth. When Belle 
suspects Sarah of cheating on her task, she sets out to prove it! Before Belle can prove to 
the church members that Sarah paid an elder to stitch for her, General Middleton's forces 
advance on Batoche in the 1885 Riel Rebellion. Belle and Sarah must join forces to save 
their families from the dangerous battle. Hiding out in a root cellar together, Belle and Sarah
take charge of the situation and care for their injured family members. Faced with 
impending danger, Belle has no choice but to head out and forage for supplies. One wrong
move and she could alert the enemy soldiers to their hideout!

    Soundlessly, she made her way back toward the root cellar. Just as she was going to 
make a dash to the hidden door, a mounted patrol rounded a small hill and headed straight
for her. The sound of the horses' hooves came closer and closer.

     Written in third person, this book is a step back in time and brings the young reader right
into the years of Louis Riel. Historical points of the period are mentioned, giving the reader
a brief history lesson on the Rebellion years. For many readers, Belle will serve as a role 
model with her bravery in the face of danger, her determination to succeed and her loyalty 
to family and friends. Readers will leave this book hoping for a sequel.

Description:
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Title: If Nathan Were Here - Mary Bahr

Grade
Level: 01-03

A simply expressed, sympathetic portrait of a boy's feelings of loss and bewilderment after 
the death of his best friend. He thinks of the happy times in their tree fort, the joy of eating 
freshly picked strawberries together, the fun they had in class, and their love of baseball. At
school, the children talk about their special remembrances of Nathan, which they will gather
in a Memory Box. Uncertain of what he will put in, the grieving boy climbs up into the fort to
lie on their dreaming rug and wonders how he can get along without his friend. The next 
day, he decides to take a baseball cap for the Memory Box and to invite Nathan's sister to 
join him in the tree fort. The soft watercolor illustrations have a fine, tender quality. The 
emotions of carefree happiness before the child's death and poignant grief afterward are 
beautifully handled. The sketchy figures are filled with life and feeling, and the warm red 
and yellow tones promise that sorrow will be overcome, although memories will always last.

Description:

Title: George's Marvelous Medicine - Roald Dahl
Grade
Level: 03-06

In a typically wicked Dahl outing, a lad named George does away with his nasty 
grandmother by giving her a concoction that he brews from a mixture that includes 
shampoo, shaving cream and floor polish.

Description:

Title: The Good Dog - Avi
Grade
Level: 04-06

A story with a decidedly canine point of view that will delight dog lovers. Jack's malamute,
McKinley, is the top dog in Steamboat Springs, CO. His enemy is not a cat but a sad 
excuse for an Irish setter, Redburn. Sedate small-town life is interrupted by the appearance
of Lupin, a she-wolf that urges dogs to free themselves from the tyranny of domesticated 
life. The noble McKinley tries to help her, and save a mistreated greyhound, but is 
misunderstood and relegated to the "dog house" by rather dim-witted humans. 
Communication between dogs and humans is awkward at best. There is a lot of dialogue 
among the dogs, among the humans, and between humans and dogs. The people come off
as pretty stupid and McKinley is rather tolerant of the limitations of his "human pup" owner.
It is confusing that sometimes McKinley seems to understand exactly what humans think 
and say and at other times professes ignorance. Still, fans of the film version of The 
Incredible Journey and Beethoven will lap this up as it has a very cinematic feel. Many 
scenes seem almost written directly for film. Readers will have no problem following the 
rapid, almost relentless action.

Description:
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Title: The BFG - Roald Dahl

Grade
Level: 03-06

Evidently not even Roald Dahl could resist the acronym craze of the early eighties. BFG? 
Bellowing ferret-faced golfer? Backstabbing fairy godmother? Oh, oh ... Big Friendly Giant!
This BFG doesn't seem all that F at first as he creeps down a London street, snatches little
Sophie out of her bed, and bounds away with her to giant land. And he's not really all that B
when compared with his evil, carnivorous brethren, who bully him for being such an oddball
runt. After all, he eats only disgusting snozzcumbers, and while the other Gs are snacking 
on little boys and girls, he's blowing happy dreams in through their windows. What kind of 
way is that for a G to behave?

The BFG is one of Dahl's most lovable character creations. Whether galloping off with 
Sophie nestled into the soft skin of his ear to capture dreams as though they were exotic 
butterflies; speaking his delightful, jumbled, squib-fangled patois; or whizzpopping for the 
Queen, he leaves an indelible impression of bigheartedness.

Description:

Title: Sideways Stories from Wayside School - Lois Sachar
Grade
Level: 03-06

he Wayside School was supposed to be one story high, with 30 classrooms side by side; 
instead, it was built sideways, with 30 one-classroom stories. As befits such a strange 
school, these tales are a bit strange too. In one, Jason is stuck to his seat by a large wad of
chewing gum. His teacher tries throwing ice water on him (to chill the gum to brittleness) 
and turning him upside down. She even contemplates cutting his pants off. Finally, though,
he falls from his upside-down position when kissed (ugh!) by one of the girls in the class. 
Other tales include a bit of a moral, such as the story of Kathy, whose assumption that no 
one will ever like her is proved right, or the story of Bebe, who draws quickly but without 
artistic merit. The quirky humor in this book is appealing to children, and it makes a good 
read-aloud book for the younger set.

Description:

Title: Gemini Summer - Iain Lawrence
Grade
Level: 03-06

In the mid-1960s, Danny River and his family live on the periphery of Toronto, in out-of-the-
way Hog's Hollow. The neighbors find the family somewhat odd: the father, Old Man River,
cleans septic tanks for a living, while Mrs. River imagines herself a belle of the old South, 
and their older son, Beau, dreams of becoming an astronaut. As the Vietnam War looms 
larger, Old Man River remembers his World War II experiences and begins to dig a shelter 
in an effort to protect his family from the threat of missiles. The construction has disastrous
consequences when the boys are playing around the site and Beau falls in. Lawrence's 
talent for creating captivating and rounded characters is fully realized from this point in the 
story as the Rivers struggle to come to terms with Beau's death. When a stray dog appears
shortly after the tragedy, Danny refuses to become attached to it out of a misplaced guilt 
over his brother's death, but, over time, understands that loving Rocket does not lessen his
love for his brother. The pace picks up nicely in the second half of the book when Danny 
and Rocket attempt to get to Cape Canaveral to realize Beau's dream. Adventure abounds,
and the interesting detail that Lawrence weaves in about the Gemini Space Program and 
astronaut Gus Grissom will appeal to reluctant readers as well as more seasoned ones. 
This robust novel offers an affirming and hopeful look at a difficult subject.

Description:
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Title: 100 Cupboards - N.D.Wilson

Grade
Level: 03-06

Twelve-year-old Henry York's world-traveling parents have been kidnapped, so he has 
moved in with his aunt, uncle, and three cousins at their old farm home in Henry, Kansas. 
Even though he's stuck in a tiny converted closet up in the attic, Henry almost doesn't mind
living with his relatives. In fact, he's kind of excited about it, because for the first time in his 
life, he can play baseball without a helmet, sit in the back of a truck, and own a knife of his
very own (which his Uncle Frank bought for him).

One night, while Henry's lying on his bed in the little attic closet, a piece of plaster falls off 
of the wall behind him and hits him in the head. With his cousin Henrietta's help, he rips 
down all of the plaster on that one side to discover an entire wall of mysterious cupboards. 
In one, they can see a glowing yellow room and a man's leg. From another, wind howls and
rain pours into the room when the door is opened.

Most of the cupboards are locked, but there is another mystery waiting in Grandfather's 
bedroom, which hasn't been opened since he passed away two years ago. Are all of these 
locked doors somehow connected? More importantly, what wonderful (or terrifying) things 
lie beyond them...?

Description:

Title: Elijah of Buxton - Christopher Paul Curtis
Grade
Level: 04-07

After his mother rebukes him for screaming that hoop snakes have invaded Buxton, gullible
11-year-old Elijah confesses to readers that "there ain't nothing in the world she wants 
more than for me to quit being so doggone fra-gile." Inexperienced and prone to mistakes,
yet kind, courageous, and understanding, Elijah has the distinction of being the first child 
born in the Buxton Settlement, which was founded in Ontario in 1849 as a haven for former
slaves. Narrator Elijah tells an episodic story that builds a broad picture of Buxton's 
residents before plunging into the dramatic events that take him out of Buxton and, quite 
possibly, out of his depth. In the author's note, Curtis relates the difficulty of tackling the 
subject of slavery realistically through a child's first-person perspective. Here, readers learn
about conditions in slavery at a distance, though the horrors become increasingly apparent.
Among the more memorable scenes are those in which Elijah meets escaped slaves—first,
those who have made it to Canada and, later, those who have been retaken by slave 
catchers. Central to the story, these scenes show an emotional range and a subtlety 
unusual in children's fiction. Many readers drawn to the book by humor will find themselves
at times on the edges of their seats in suspense and, at other moments, moved to tears. A 
fine, original novel from a gifted storyteller.

Description:

Title: A Dog for Life - L.S. Matthews
Grade
Level: 02-05

My brother Tom was ill. So ill, they couldn't even say if he was going to get better. But for 
me and Tom, the worst thing of all was that they wanted to take our dog away. To avoid 
infection, they said. Well, if anything was going to stop Tom getting better, that was it. I had
to save our dog. But once we'd set off, nothing turned out the way we'd planned ...

Description:
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Title: Elizabeth: Bless This House "Our Canadian Girl" - Anne Laurel Carter

Grade
Level: 04-07

The third of the Our Canadian Girl series to be set in the Maritimes, Anne Laurel Carter's 
Elizabeth: Bless This House tells the story of the 18th-century expulsion of the Acadians 
from the perspective of the daughter of one of the New England "Planters" invited to settle 
the Acadians' land. As this tightly written novella begins, Elizabeth is upset about her 
parents' decision to sell their farm and move to Nova Scotia. Not only is she sad to leave 
her home, but she keeps dreaming of a fire in a tiny log cabin with a thatched roof. When 
she realizes that the burning house of her dreams is the original Acadian homestead on her
family's new property, and then later, when she meets an Acadian girl, Elizabeth's 
misgivings about being a Planter deepen.

Elizabeth: Bless This House explores the history of Acadia while offering some of the 
rewards of a longer novel, including a rivalry with a cloyingly perfect daughter from another
Planter family. Although the condensed scope of the Our Canadian Girl series prevents 
Carter from developing her characters as fully as she might, Elizabeth's evolving sense of 
social justice is nicely rendered.

Description:

Title: Breadwinner, The - Deborah Ellis
Grade
Level: 05-08

In Afghanistan, women and girls cannot leave the house without the company of a male. 
They also must hide their entire bodies and faces, wrapped in shapeless garments and 
concealed behind veils. What do these human rights restrictions mean for the mothers, 
sisters and young girls who live under the oppressive regime of the Taliban? For Parvana, it
means that her family cannot get enough to eat. After soldiers arrest her father, a history 
teacher reduced to reading letters for the illiterate in the marketplace, Parvana’s family has
no choice but to starve in silence – unless they can find a male, a breadwinner. In Deborah
Ellis’ powerful novel for teens, the resourceful Parvana finds a way to help her family by 
disguising herself as a boy. Experiencing for the first time the freedom of being male in her
culture, Parvana also learns more about the terrible violations occurring every day in Kabul.
The Breadwinner reveals the reality of life in a war-torn country, while also showing that 
children can make an incredible difference through small acts of courage.

Description:

Title: Holes - Louis Sachar
Grade
Level: 05-08

Stanley Yelnats is more or less your average, junior-high school kid, who gets picked on by
the popular kids and is just overweight enough to become the butt of endless taunts. After 
he finds himself in an incredibly sticky situation that he cannot explain, he is sent to Camp
Green Lake, a reform camp for children with crimes under their belt. The Warden at Camp
Green Lake believes that bad boys can become good boys by digging holes in the barren 
wasteland that is the Texas desert. Stanley soon befriends Zero, a mysterious boy who 
has, until then, kept to himself. Further mystery unfolds as Stanley and Zero tie villains from
the past into their present lives.

Description:
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Title: Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key - Jack Gantos

Grade
Level: 04-07

Joey Pigza has problems. Big problems. He was emotionally abused by his grandmother. 
He has never met his dad. He can't get along in his elementary school classroom because
of his mood swings and his "dud meds." We gradually see that Joey must have Attention 
Deficit Disorder (ADD), which is not being effectively controlled with his current medication.
Joey's life is a terrifying roller-coaster ride, and Jack Gantos, author of the Rotten Ralph 
books, drags the reader along to see what life is like with ADD. The story is written from the
boy's point of view in a sharp, worried style that veers out of control when Joey does. 
Joey's control of his own behavior slips away as we read, horrified to see this boy trying to
get a grip on his life and failing. He disrupts the class field trip; he puts his finger in a pencil
sharpener and injures himself; he swallows his house key. Then he runs through the 
classroom holding open sharp scissors. When he trips and falls, seriously injuring a 
classmate, he is transferred to a special-education program in another school. Here, 
thankfully, he encounters a caring teacher who recommends further medical evaluation, 
and Joey is eventually able to return to his former school. There is hope for Joey on the last
page--he sits in the Big Quiet Chair to read. Gantos has achieved an unusual feat with this
book. We want to turn away from Joey's shifting prison of emotions. But for those who stick
with him, he shows us what his life is like. We walk a mile in his shoes, our feet hurting all 
the way. For young readers touched by ADD--and for their teachers and parents--Joey 
gives us the key to his world.

Description:

Title: Journey to the River Sea - Eva Ibbotson
Grade
Level: 05-09

Journey to the River Sea, Eva Ibbotson's tale of an orphaned London schoolgirl and her 
formidable governess's journey to South America will touch the hearts of generations of 
children. Thanks to a thrilling story-line, a cast of richly drawn characters, and a voyage 
through the emotions of childhood, it is destined to join the A-list of children's classics, 
perennial stories undiminished by the passage of time and the changing world in which 
children grow up.

Set at the turn of the 20th century, this is an adventure story full of magic and discovery--
without a witch or a wizard in sight! It's about real people, good and bad, and a journey to 
another world. Maia, accompanied by the straight-backed Miss Minton, leaves the familiar 
comforts of her boarding school to start a new life with distant relatives who live 1000 miles
from the mouth of the Amazon. Both soon discover an exotic world bursting with new 
experiences beyond their imagination. More importantly, they learn one of life's hardest 
lessons--to conquer their fears and embrace the unknown. And along the way they learn 
about tolerance, acceptance and trust.

Description:

Title: Secret Garden - Frances Hodgson Burnett
Grade
Level: 04-07

Mistress Mary is quite contrary until she helps her garden grow. Along the way, she 
manages to cure her sickly cousin Colin, who is every bit as imperious as she. These two 
are sullen little peas in a pod, closed up in a gloomy old manor on the Yorkshire moors of 
England, until a locked-up garden captures their imaginations and puts the blush of a wild 
rose in their cheeks; "It was the sweetest, most mysterious-looking place any one could 
imagine. The high walls which shut it in were covered with the leafless stems of roses 
which were so thick, that they matted together.... 'No wonder it is still,' Mary whispered. 'I 
am the first person who has spoken here for ten years.'" As new life sprouts from the earth,
Mary and Colin's sour natures begin to sweeten. For anyone who has ever felt afraid to live
and love, The Secret Garden's portrayal of reawakening spirits will thrill and rejuvenate.

Description:
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Title: Sounder - William H. Armstrong

Grade
Level: 05-09

Sounder is no beauty. But as a coon dog, this loyal mongrel with his cavernous bark is 
unmatched. When the African American sharecropper who has raised Sounder from a pup 
is hauled off to jail for stealing a hog, his family must suffer their humiliation and crushing 
loss with no recourse. To make matters worse, in the fracas, Sounder is shot and 
disappears. The eventual return of a tattered and emaciated Sounder doesn't change the 
fact that the sharecropper's oldest son is forced to take on man's work to help support the 
family. His transition to adulthood is paved by the rocks and taunts hurled at him by 
convicts and guards as he searches for his father. But along this rough road he ultimately 
finds salvation as well.

William H. Armstrong's Newbery Award-winning novel quickly became a classic as a 
moving portrayal of resilience and hope in the face of profound human tragedy. Decades 
later, the bittersweet story still rings true, as strong-spirited individuals continue to battle the
evil of prejudice.

Description:

Title: The Giver - Lois Lowry
Grade
Level: 05-09

In a world with no poverty, no crime, no sickness and no unemployment, and where every 
family is happy, 12-year-old Jonas is chosen to be the community's Receiver of Memories.
Under the tutelage of the Elders and an old man known as the Giver, he discovers the 
disturbing truth about his utopian world and struggles against the weight of its hypocrisy. 
With echoes of Brave New World, in this 1994 Newbery Medal winner, Lowry examines the
idea that people might freely choose to give up their humanity in order to create a more 
stable society. Gradually Jonas learns just how costly this ordered and pain-free society 
can be, and boldly decides he cannot pay the price.

Description:

Title: The Wild Children - Felice Holman
Grade
Level: 05-09

"A powerful story of children left homeless after the Russian Revolution," declared PW, 
reviewing this award-winner by the gifted poet and author. Holman's novel is rooted in 
actual events and, through 12-year-old Alex, the reader experiences the tragedy of 
uncared-for boys and girls in the aftermath of war.

Description:
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Title: Touching Spirit Bear - Ben Mikaelsen

Grade
Level: 05-09

Cole Matthews is angry. Angry, defiant, smug--in short, a bully. His anger has taken him too
far this time, though. After beating up a ninth-grade classmate to the point of brain damage,
Cole is facing a prison sentence. But then a Tlingit Indian parole officer named Garvey 
enters his life, offering an alternative called Circle Justice, based on Native American 
traditions, in which victim, offender, and community all work together to find a healing 
solution. Privately, Cole sneers at the concept, but he's no fool--if it gets him out of prison, 
he'll do anything. Ultimately, Cole ends up banished for one year to a remote Alaskan 
island, where his arrogance sets him directly in the path of a mysterious, legendary white 
bear. Mauled almost to death, Cole awaits his fate and begins the transition from anger to 
humility.

Ben Mikaelsen's depiction of a juvenile delinquent's metamorphosis into a caring, thinking 
individual is exciting and fascinating, if at times heavy-handed. Cole's nastiness and the 
vivid depictions of the lengths he must go to survive after the (equally vivid) attack by the 
bear are excruciating at times, but the concept of finding a way to heal a whole community
when one individual wrongs another is compelling. The jacket cover photo of the author in a
bear hug with the 700-pound black bear that he and his wife adopted and raised is 
definitely worth seeing!

Description:

Title: Underground to Canada - Barbara Smucker
Grade
Level: 05-09

"There's a place the slaves been whisperin' around called Canada. The law don't allow no 
slavery there. They say you follow the North Star, and when you step onto this land you are
free." Mammy Sally's "secret talk" to her daughter Julilly in Barbara Smucker's 
Underground to Canada becomes the only beacon of hope when the 12-year-old girl is 
cruelly separated from her mother by a slave trader. As the hellish conditions at her new 
plantation become intolerable, Julilly and her friend Liza are offered a means to escape to
Canada by a mysterious visitor from the Underground Railroad. The threat of being 
recaptured by slave hunters and their howling bloodhounds is ever-present, but Julilly finds
strength, courage, and a growing sense of self-worth within herself and from some unlikely
people along the way.
Exposing young readers to the abhorrent practice of slavery without overly upsetting them 
is a difficult challenge that author Barbara Smucker handles with considerable skill. Her 
moving and dramatic account of Julilly's flight to freedom honestly depicts the horrors of 
slavery while wisely avoiding its most gruesome aspects. And when Mammy Sally tells her
daughter that while "none of us is slaves," "the white people in St. Catharines don't want us
in their schools," Smucker is also acknowledging that life for ex-slaves in Canada wasn't 
easy. First published in 1977, Underground to Canada has become a classic, a first-rate 
historical novel that deftly portrays a young girl's personal quest for freedom and dignity 
against the broader struggle between good and evil.

Description:
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Title: Castle in the Attic - Elizabeth Winthrop

Grade
Level: 03-07

A satisfying quest fantasy with a strong element of modern realism which will appeal to a 
wide range of readers. Ten-year-old William is so distraught at the idea of his beloved 
housekeeper/nanny Mrs. Phillips returning to England that, with the aid of a magic token, 
he shrinks her into the size of the toy knight which inhabits a wooden castle that has been 
passed down in her family for generations. To undo his rash deed, William must be 
miniaturized himself and accompany the silver knight, Sir Simon, on a quest to overthrow 
Alastor, a wicked magician who long ago usurped the throne of what should have been Sir
Simon's kingdom. William's pure and gentle heart enables him to triumph over both the 
magician and his own childish yearning to possess Mrs. Phillips. The plot is carefully 
constructed. William's real-life situation is a strong component of the story rather than a 
device whereby he can enter the fantasy world. His too-busy parents and his struggle to be
mature enough to let Mrs. Phillips go are juxtaposed with his quest and struggle to defeat 
Alastor. Both William and Mrs. Phillips are sympathetic, well-developed characters. In 
contrast, William's pediatrician mother and architect father are sketchy, both in William's 
emotional life and in the author's realization of them. Adults may find the theme that a pure
heart can triumph over evil is a bit overstated, and fantasy buffs may desire a more fully 
developed fantasy world, but for young readers new to fantasy this will be successful.

Description:

Title: Joey Pigza Loses Control - Jack Gantos
Grade
Level: 04-07

Joey Pigza really wants his six-week visit with his dad to count, to show him he's not as 
wired as he used to be, to show his dad how much he loves him. But Carter Pigza's not an
easy guy to love. He's eager to make it up to Joey for past wrongs and to show him how to
be a winner, to take control of his life. With his coaching, Joey's even learned how to pitch a
baseball, and he's good at it. The trouble is, Joey's dad thinks taking control means giving 
up the things that keep Joey safe. And if he wants to please his dad, he's going to have to 
play by his rules, even when the rules don't make sense.

Description:

Title: Cay, The - Theodore Taylor
Grade
Level: 03-07

This award-winning novel remains a powerful classic of prejudice, love, and survival. In 
1942, 11-year-old Phillip Enright lives with his parents on the Dutch island of Curaçao, but
when the war moves too close for comfort, his mother decides to travel with him back to the
safety of Virginia. When their boat is torpedoed, however, Phillip is blinded and finds 
himself adrift on a life raft with an old black man and a cat. They eventually land on a 
deserted island. Phillip is suspicious of "the large Negro," but soon grows to trust--and 
ultimately love--the patient and generous Timothy. Dedicated to "Dr. King's Dream," The 
Cay has a clear message that friendship is colorblind; it is also a terrific adventure story of a
young, newly blinded man learning to survive on an uninhabited island.

Description:
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Title: True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle - Avi

Grade
Level: 06-09

Told in the form of a recollection, these "confessions" cover 13-year-old Charlotte's eventful
1832 transatlantic crossing. She begins her trip a prim schoolgirl returning home to her 
American family from England. From the start, there is something wrong with the Seahawk :
the families that were to serve as Charlotte's chaperones do not arrive, and the unsavory 
crew warns her not to make the trip. When the crew rebels, Charlotte first sides with the 
civilized Captain Jaggerty, but before long she realizes that he is a sadist and--the only 
female aboard--she joins the crew as a seaman. Charlotte is charged with murder and 
sentenced to be hanged before the trip is over, but ends up in command of the Seahawk by
the time it reaches its destination. Charlotte's repressive Puritanical family refuses to 
believe her tale, and the girl returns to the sea. Charlotte's story is a gem of nautical 
adventure, and Avi's control of tone calls to mind William Golding's 1980s trilogy of 
historical novels of the sea. Never wavering from its 19th century setting, the novel offers 
suspense and entertainment modern-day readers will enjoy.

Description:

Title: Hatchet - Gary Paulsen
Grade
Level: 05-09

Brian Robeson, 13, is the only passenger on a small plane flying him to visit his father in 
the Canadian wilderness when the pilot has a heart attack and dies. The plane drifts off 
course and finally crashes into a small lake. Miraculously Brian is able to swim free of the 
plane, arriving on a sandy tree-lined shore with only his clothing, a tattered windbreaker, 
and the hatchet his mother had given him as a present. The novel chronicles in gritty detail
Brian's mistakes, setbacks, and small triumphs as, with the help of the hatchet, he 
manages to survive the 54 days alone in the wilderness. Paulsen effectively shows readers
how Brian learns patienceto watch, listen, and think before he actsas he attempts to build a
fire, to fish and hunt, and to make his home under a rock overhang safe and comfortable. 
An epilogue discussing the lasting effects of Brian's stay in the wilderness and his dim 
chance of survival had winter come upon him before rescue adds credibility to the story. 
Paulsen tells a fine adventure story, but the sub-plot concerning Brian's preoccupation with
his parents' divorce seems a bit forced and detracts from the book. As he did in Dogsong 
(Bradbury, 1985), Paulsen emphasizes character growth through a careful balancing of 
specific details of survival with the protagonist's thoughts and emotions.

Description:

Title: Kensuke's Kingdom - Michael Morpurgo
Grade
Level: 04-07

This poignant adventure story begins in England in 1988 and ends halfway around the 
globe in a place that will change the 11-year-old protagonist forever. After losing his job, 
Michael's father surprises the family by purchasing a yacht in which they will sail around the
world. In the first weeks at sea, Michael, his parents, and his dog, Stella, zigzag from 
England to Australia and across the Coral Sea, where Michael's reverie comes to a 
frightening end. In the middle of the night, he and Stella are swept overboard in a fierce 
storm, and he later awakens on an island beach. The island is a hostile jungle full of 
howling gibbons, voracious mosquitoes, and brutal heat, all of which challenge his ability to
survive. Yet when he finds fresh water and food mysteriously laid out for him each morning,
he realizes that he is not alone. He soon comes face-to-face with Kensuke, an old 
Japanese soldier who cautiously protects Michael in spite of the boy's dogged 
determination to build a bonfire that will signal potential rescuers, defying Kensuke's wish 
that the outside world never learn of his existence on the island. For nearly a year, the man
and boy help each other, moving from an uneasy d‚tente to a deep friendship. What might 
have been just a gritty tale of survival evolves into a gentle parable about trust, 
compassion, love, and hope. This well-crafted story has all the thrills and intrigues of Gary
Paulsen's Hatchet (Macmillan, 1986) and Theodore Taylor's The Cay (Avon, 1976), and it
will resonate with the same audience.

Description:
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Title: Charlie Wilcox - Sharon E. McKay

Grade
Level: 05-09

A riveting story of friendship, loyalty, bravery, and honor. Despite being born with a 
clubfoot, 14-year-old Charlie is determined to "go to the ice" as a seal hunter off the coast 
of his native Newfoundland just like his father. However, his parents want him to have a 
better life and plan to send him to college. Determined to prove his courage, Charlie runs 
away and sneaks onto what he believes to be a sealing ship, but is actually a boat carrying
soldiers to England to fight in World War I. While waiting for passage home, he works as an
orderly at a makeshift hospital in France and sees the grisly results of the fighting. When 
his ticket finally arrives, he gives it to a friend whom he believes needs it more. Charlie 
heads for the front, where he witnesses the carnage of trench warfare during the Battle of 
the Somme. After helping to save another friend's life, he joins a mobile-hospital unit and 
remains with it until the end of the war. Although the story begins slowly, once the action 
starts it never lets up. The characters are so finely drawn that readers come to know them
well and understand their thoughts and actions. The chapters on the war leave no doubt as
to the horrors encountered by the soldiers and those who cared for them. There are no 
glorified heroes here, only ordinary people caught in extraordinary events doing what they 
believe to be right.

Description:

Title: Ticket to Curlew - Celia Barker Lottridge
Grade
Level: 03-07

It is 1915, and Sam and his father arrive by train in Curlew, Manitoba, to build a new home 
for the family. When they finally reach their parcel of land, Sam can see nothing but endless
stretches of flat grassland and blue sky. It is nothing like their old home in Iowa and Sam 
wonders why his restless father ever decided to bring the family to this lonely, barren land.
But with hard work, the house is finally built, and the rest of the family joins them. Sam 
learns how to make biscuits. He starts a collection of gleaming white buffalo skulls. And 
gradually he discovers that the flat and featureless prairie holds some unexpected beauties
and surprises. Most of all, he finds new friends in the isolated country, including a Polish 
boy who doesn’t speak any English, and a brave and resourceful horse named Prince.

Description:

Title: Frindle - Andrew Clements
Grade
Level: 03-07

Is Nick Allen a troublemaker?
He really just likes to liven things up at school -- and he’s always had plenty of great ideas.
When Nick learns some interesting information about how words are created, suddenly he’s
got the inspiration for his best plan ever...the frindle. Who says a pen has to be called a 
pen? Why not call it a frindle? Things begin innocently enough as Nick gets his friends to 
use the new word. Then other people in town start saying frindle. Soon the school is in an 
uproar, and Nick has become a local hero. His teacher wants Nick to put an end to all this 
nonsense, but the funny thing is frindle doesn’t belong to Nick anymore. The new word is 
spreading across the country, and there’s nothing Nick can do to stop it.

Description:
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Title: A Single Shard - Linda Sue Park

Grade
Level: 04-07

Linda Sue Park's 2002 Newbery Award-winning story (Clarion, 2001) about Tree-ear, a 
12th century Korean orphan who finds his future through his intuitive interest in the potter's
trade, is nicely rendered by Graeme Malcolm. Tree-ear's early years have been spent in 
the care of the homeless but inventive Crane-man, who has taught him to find a meal 
among what other villagers have rejected as scrap and shelter beneath a bridge or in an old
kimchee cellar, as the season dictates. Now about 12 years old, Tree-ear extends his social
and labor habits to an elderly and idiosyncratic potter, first because Tree-ear must repay 
Min for a pot he damaged when he touched it without permission, and then as Min's helper,
a job for which he is paid in food and the motherly affection of Min's wife. In a village 
renowned for its pottery, those in the trade eagerly anticipate a visit from the representative
of the Korean court, each potter hoping that his designs will be selected for royal use. Tree-
ear discovers a rival potter's invention of a new surface design technique that he knows Min
could use to better effect than does the inventor. Eventually, the technique is revealed and
Min is able to adapt it to his excellent work, sending Tree-ear on a long and dangerous 
journey to court with two sample pieces. By the time Tree-ear arrives, he has but a single 
shard to show the court's pottery expert. Malcolm's light British accent is clear and adds a 
sense of "another place, another time" to this tale. However, many of the issues transcend
centuries and cultures: What is home? Can one own a creative idea? How much of an art 
object must be seen in order to judge its quality?

Description:

Title: Run - Eric Walters
Grade
Level: 03-07

This first book for young readers about Terry Fox and the Marathon of Hope, written by one
of Canada’s best-known writers for young adults, is a blending of fact and fiction, fully 
endorsed by The Terry Fox Foundation. Hundreds of thousands of young Canadians 
participate in the Terry Fox Run each year and this book will further enhance their 
knowledge of Terry’s epic journey. Run introduces a national hero to a new generation of 
readers.
In his trademark page-turning style, Eric Walters, bestselling author of Trapped in Ice and 
Camp X, tells the story of Winston MacDonald. In trouble again after a suspension from 
school and a runaway attempt, Winston is sent to spend time with his father—a journalist 
who hasn’t been around much since his family split up a year ago.
Travelling to Nova Scotia with his father, who is covering what he thinks is just a human 
interest story about a man trying to run across the country, Winston spends a day with 
Terry Fox and his best friend, Doug. Their determination to achieve what seems like an 
impossible goal makes a big impression on Winston, and he takes courage and inspiration 
from Terry’s run. He is overjoyed when his father’s article about the Marathon of Hope 
ignites public interest across the country.
But when Winston discovers that his father’s next article about the Marathon of Hope will 
characterize Terry and Doug in an unflattering way, he is furious with his father and fearful
of betraying his friends. Unsure of what to do or where to turn, Winston decides it is time to
make a run for it himself...

Description:
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Title: Hana's Suitcase - Karen Levine

Grade
Level: 04-07

Grade 4-7-Based on a Canadian Broadcasting radio documentary produced by Levine, this
book tells the story of Hana Brady, a girl killed at Auschwitz, and how her suitcase came to
be a part of the Tokyo Holocaust Education Resource Center. A CD recording of the radio 
program is available and adds to the impact and power of the book. The story ends on a 
positive note by ultimately uniting Japanese schoolchildren fascinated by Hana's story with
her brother George Brady, the only member of their immediate family to survive the war. 
The book alternates between past and present, one chapter telling the story of Hana's 
childhood in the Czechoslovakian resort town of Nove Mesto, and the next relating the 
experiences of Fumiko Ishioka, a teacher dedicated to educating the children of Japan 
about the horrors of the Holocaust. Black-and-white photographs of Hana and her family 
and Ms. Ishioka and her students accompany each chapter. As Hana's narrative draws her
to Auschwitz and to the end of her life, Fumiko's story brings her closer to the solution of a
puzzle that began with only a suitcase and a name.

Description:

Title: No More Dead Dogs - Gordon Korman
Grade
Level: 06-09

Here's one for every reader weary of being assigned novels in which the dog dies. For 
expressing his true views of Old Shep, My Pal, eighth-grade football hero Wallace Wallace
earns a detention that takes him off the team and plunks him down in the auditorium, where
his almost equally stubborn English teacher is directing a theatrical version of--you guessed
it. To the delight of some cast members, but the loud outrage of Drama Club President, 
Rachel Turner, Wallace Wallace makes a few suggestions to punch up the production; by 
the end, it's a rock musical and the (stuffed) pooch actually pulls through. At least, that's the
plan. Briskly stirring in complications and snappy dialog, Korman adds mystery to the fun 
with an unknown saboteur, caps the wildly popular play with an explosive (literally) climax,
and finishes with Rachel and Wallace Wallace finally realizing that they were made for each
other. Except for Old Shep, everyone, even the teacher, comes out a winner.

Description:

Title: The Doll - Cora Taylor
Grade
Level: 04-07

"Meg lay there, her eyes closed. She was aware of the doll. Without opening her eyes or 
turning her head, Meg could feel the staring eyes. She suddenly felt drowsy after all."

This is the first of many journeys that Meg and the doll will make into the past where she 
becomes Morag and is welcomed into the heart of a warm and loving pioneer family 
heading across the prairies to Fort Carlton. In the present Meg is sick with rheumatic fever
and is also suffering the emotional strain of her parents' separation. The past, experienced 
through the magic of the doll, is more appealing. But Meg soon finds out that pioneer life is 
full of unexpected dangers, and it is not until she looks through the old family album that 
she finally learns the truth about "Angel Morag."

Cora Taylor, award-winning author of young adult fiction (Julie, 1985), has written a 
dramatic yet gentle novel which combines time travel, adventure, and human warmth. The
magic of The Doll will stay with young readers long after their first journey through its 
pages.

Description:
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Title: Mystery in the Frozen Lands - Martyn Godrey

Grade
Level: 05-06

On July 2, 1857, 14-year-old Peter Griffin and twenty-five other men climbed aboard the 
refitted yacht, FOX, and set sail for the frozen lands of the Arctic sea. Their mission? To 
find out, once and for all, what had really happened to Sir John Franklin and his crew of 128
men.

Twelve years earlier, Sir John had sailed from England to complete the search for the 
Northwest passage through the Arctic Ocean to the Pacific. Mysteriously, Franklin and his
whole expedition had disappeared without a trace.

And now Peter Griffin was going to the Arctic to help solve this mystery.

In his journal, Peter makes his Arctic adventures come to life - the long, dark days cooped 
up on board the ship, the dangers ever present in the forbidding, icy landscape, the 
sadness he and his companions experience as they come closer to realising the ultimate 
end of Franklin and his men.

In Mystery in the Frozen Lands Martyn Godfrey has written an original and intriguing story.
Drawing on historical writings, Godfrey tells a tale that is gripping, moving, and absolutely 
real.

Description:

Title: Finders Keepers - Andrea Spalding
Grade
Level: 03-07

Nominated for the Sheila A. Egoff Children's Literature Award for the 1996 BC Book Prizes,
the IODE Award and Ontario's Silver Birch Award, Finders Keepers is a unique and 
compelling story of two cultures in quest of a sacred past; a story of compassion which 
bravely explores discriminatory attitudes both toward First Nations peoples and toward 
children with learning disabilities.

While walking through a neighbourhood field, Danny Budzynski finds an 8000-year old 
stone point, but it looks strangely unlike those in Fort McLeod's museum. Danny's friend, 
Joshua Brokenhorn, who lives on the Peigan reserve at Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump, 
confirms it is a lance head, but Danny is curious to know more. Enthusiastic about First 
Nations culture and artifacts, Danny throws himself into his Social Studies research project.
But school continues to be a problem for Danny who unknowingly has a learning difficulty.
His words just don't come out properly when he tries to write them down and to make 
matters worse, his teacher Mr. Berg responds with anger and appears unsympathetic, 
paralyzing Danny with shame.

Danny would rather explore the Albertan hills with Joshua anyway, searching for the 
meaning of the lance head and pursuing adventure - including buffalo hunts, pow wows 
and archeological digs. The sleuths even break into the museum after being discouraged 
from visiting. Danny does find answers and the strength, rooted in the arrow head, to 
succeed, learn and grow.

Description:

97Page



WYNN Books
Title: Boy - Roald Dahl

Grade
Level: 03-07

Fans of Roald Dahl's Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, and
Matilda will be entranced by actor Derek Jacobi's amusing and captivating narration of the 
formative years of Dahl's life. Listening to the boyhood antics of this world famous and best-
selling author provides a glimpse into where he got some of the plot ideas and inspirations 
for his most popular books. Dahl's upbringing was, by any standard, eccentric. In Boy 
(FS&G, 1984), the first of his two autobiographical titles (the second is Going Solo), he 
details many of his more unusual boyhood adventures, such as almost losing his nose in a
car accident, the "Great Mouse Plot" of 1924, and boarding school antics in prose that will 
leave readers laughing out loud.

In Boy, Roald Dahl recounts his days as a child growing up in England. From his years as a
prankster at boarding school to his envious position as a chocolate tester for Cadbury's, 
Roald Dahl's boyhood was as full of excitement and the unexpected as are his world-
famous, best-selling books. Packed with anecdotes— some funny, some painful, all 
interesting— this is a book that's sure to please.

Description:

Title: Trapped in Ice - Eric Walters
Grade
Level: 04-07

Helen is only 13, and she’s not sure that she wants to spend the next six months on an 
Arctic expedition. But since her father died, the only work her mother has been able to find 
is as a seamstress aboard the Karluk. Trapped in Ice is the unforgettable account of a 
journey that turns treacherous when the Arctic Ocean begins an early freeze.

Description:

Title: Charlie and the Chocolate Factory - Roald Dahl
Grade
Level: 03-07

For the first time in a decade, Willy Wonka, the reclusive and eccentric chocolate maker, is
opening his doors to the public--well, five members of the public to be exact. The lucky five
who find a Golden Ticket in their Wonka chocolate bars will receive a private tour of the 
factory, given by Mr. Wonka himself. For young Charlie Bucket, this a dream come true. 
And, when he finds a dollar bill in the street, he can't help but buy two Wonka's Whipple-
Scrumptious Fudgemallow Delights--even though his impoverished family could certainly 
use the extra dollar for food. But as Charlie unwraps the second chocolate bar, he sees the
glimmer of gold just under the wrapper! The very next day, Charlie, along with his unworthy
fellow winners Mike Teavee, Veruca Salt, Violet Beauregarde, and Augustus Gloop, steps 
through the factory gates to discover whether or not the rumors surrounding the Chocolate
Factory and its mysterious owner are true. What they find is that the gossip can't compare 
to the extraordinary truth, and for Charlie, life will never be the same again. Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory, another unforgettable masterpiece from the legendary Roald Dahl, 
never fails to delight, thrill, and utterly captivate.

Description:
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Title: Days of Terror - Barbara Smucker

Grade
Level: 05-09

This was an inspiring book written by Barbrera Smucker. The book is about a young man, 
Peter who lives in Russia at around 1917. Peters life was perfect until the days of the 
revolution. His family is ripped apart by the stomping, shouting soldiers who parade through
the streets of Tiegen. Diseases are spreading like weeds and killing off thousnds. Should 
they follow the ten commandments and remain under Mennonite tradition or break through 
to get to the new world and have the words "though shalt not kill" haunting them forever? 
Barbara Smucker catches the fears of the Russians in war in a book and lets us experience
how hard it was to be German Mennonite in Russia.

Days of Terror is a heart felt story and deserves as much credit as possible. The characters
were realistic and made the storyline flow along nicely. The author (Barbara Smucker)did 
an excellent job of describing what happened to the mennonites during the Russian 
Revolution and the fall of Czarism. I would recomend this book for anyone who wants to 
learn more about the Russian Revolution and doesn't like reading out of text books.

Description:

Title: Alone at Ninety Foot - Katherine Holubitsky
Grade
Level: 05-09

Holubitsky's debut novel draws an impressively lifelike portrait of a 14-year-old Canadian 
girl whose mother has committed suicide several years earlier. The title refers to the 
canyon where Pamela, the narrator, and her mother took frequent walks and where her 
mother took her own life; there Pamela struggles with complicated emotions. As Pamela 
copes with adolescence (her reactions to the changes in her body, her friendships, her 
rapport with boys are particularly well observed), she feels especially alone. Yet despite her
heroine's anguish, Holubitsky adds dollops of realistic comic relief, notably in Pamela's 
interactions with her father's bumbling but big-hearted girlfriend. The author ends her 
poignant story on a hopeful note, as Pamela begins to "find things," like her father's 
"thunderous, side-splitting" laughter, that she had forgotten about ("All of these things I've 
been finding disappeared with Mom"). Some bits are pat (e.g., a redemptive romance with
an exceptionally mature, exceptionally good-looking guy), but most of this novel feels 
authentic and insightful.

Description:
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Title: Skellig - David Almond

Grade
Level: 03-07

"I thought he was dead. He was sitting with his legs stretched out and his head tipped back
against the wall. He was covered with dust and webs like everything else and his face was 
thin and pale. Dead bluebottles were scattered on his hair and shoulders. I shined the 
flashlight on his white face and his black suit." This is Michael's introduction to Skellig, the
man-owl-angel who lies motionless behind the tea chests in the abandoned garage in back
of the boy's dilapidated new house. As disturbing as this discovery is, it is the least of 
Michael's worries. The new house is a mess, his parents are distracted, and his brand-new
baby sister is seriously ill. Still, he can't get this mysterious creature out of his mind--even 
as he wonders if he has really seen him at all. What unfolds is a powerful, cosmic, 
dreamlike tale reminiscent of Madeleine L'Engle's A Wrinkle in Time. British novelist David
Almond works magic as he examines the large issues of death, life, friendship, love, and 
the breathtaking connections between all things. Amidst the intensity and anxiety of his 
world, Michael is a normal kid. He goes to school, plays soccer, and has friends with 
nicknames like Leakey and Coot. It's at home where his life becomes extraordinary, with 
the help of Skellig and Mina, the quirky, strong-willed girl next door with "the kind of eyes 
you think can see right through you." Mina and her mother's motto is William Blake's "How
can a bird that is born for joy / Sit in a cage and sing?" This question carries us through the
book, as we see Michael's baby sister trapped in a hospital incubator; as we see the 
exquisite, winged Skellig crumpled in the garage; as we meet Mina's precious blackbird 
chicks and the tawny owls in her secret attic; and as we finally see a braver, bolder Michael
spread his wings and fly. Skellig was the Whitbread Award's 1998 Children's Book of the 
Year, and this haunting novel is sure to resonate with readers young and old.

Description:

Title: Touch of the Clown - Glen Huser
Grade
Level: 05-09

Anita Horrocks has done it again. In her second novel for young adults, she has written a 
compelling, good-to-the-last-page story for teens and about teens. Narrator Kelly Farrell is
a seventeen-year-old honours student who begins by telling us: "Most of the story is about
Hannah, after all, not me. She's the one solidly at the center of things while I watch from 
around the edges."

Kelly learns that the edges in family life are blurred: the behaviour of one person 
dramatically impacts on the lives of everyone around her. Kelly's younger sister, Hannah, is
on a slippery path to self-destruction. She is consumed by anger and self-loathing and her
already fragile family is disintegrating right along with her.

Why has she replaced her old friends with a group of kids whose behaviour recognizes 
neither moral nor legal boundaries? What happened at the high school science fair to make
fourteen-year-old Hannah plummet into a despair that threatens to ruin her life and destroy
her whole family? Are the answers hidden in the secret box stashed under Hannah's bed?
Nobody knows, but Kelly has to find out-even if it means confronting some difficult truths 
about their parents.

Description:
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Title: PeaceKeepers - Dianne Linden

Grade
Level: 04-07

 In Dianne Linden’s novel Peacekeepers Nellie Letita Hopkins’s mother is a peacekeeper 
on assignment in Bosnia. Nellie lives with her bachelor Uncle Martin and her troubled 
younger brother Mike and goes to a school that she affectionately calls, “JAWS.” Linden 
parallels Nellie’s struggle for survive at school with her mother’s experiences in Bosnia. 
After being threatened by Bonnie, one of the school bullies, for standing up to Bonnie’s 
boyfriend, Nellie is afraid to go to school. Nellie feels that her own personal safely is in 
jeopardy. She gets help from her friend Sam and his older brother Ziad, who watch out for 
her as she exits through the school’s side door.
Linden writes in the first person and makes Nellie instantly accessible to the reader. For 
example, when Nellie returns to school, she sees Sam and asks the reader, “You 
remember him?” This approach reinforces the reader’s sense of Nellie’s isolation, but it also
draws the reader into the middle of the action.
Nellie’s mother’s email correspondence is the novel’s second narrative. When Nellie 
defiantly reads one of the emails marked as confidential, she discovers that one of the 
children her mother had been writing about had stepped on a landmine and died. She is 
now confronted with a very different kind of danger.

Description:

Title: Root Cellar - Janet Lunn
Grade
Level: 06-09

Winner of the Canadian Library Association's Book of the Year for Children, Janet Lunn's 
The Root Cellar is an exciting novel of magic and mystery, a fascinating time-travel 
adventure that takes 12-year-old Rose Larkin into the history of the very farmhouse on 
Hawthorn Bay where she's just come to live. Not that Rose Larkin wants to be in Hawthorn
Bay in Aunt Nan and Uncle Bob's ramshackle old house. She'd much rather be living back 
in New York City with her grandmother, but her grandmother has died, and Rose has 
nowhere else to go. She is absolutely miserable at the farmhouse, at least until she goes 
exploring and discovers the root cellar. Not just a cold room for keeping root vegetables 
through the winter, the cellar is also a door into the past. Through the root cellar, Rose 
travels back in time to 1862, where she meets Will and Susan and makes friends for the 
very first time in her life. When Will goes off to Oswego to fight in the American Civil War, 
it's up to Rose and Susan to get him back. And in helping Will and Susan, Rose begins to 
wonder if perhaps she has found a place to belong after all.

The Root Cellar has attained the status of a Canadian classic, and it's little wonder, with its
thrilling combination of ghost story, historical drama, and adventure tale. Readers will want 
to find out what else happened at Hawthorn Bay by reading the two books that follow in 
Lunn's Hawthorn Bay trilogy, Shadow in Hawthorn Bay and The Hollow Tree.

Description:
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Title: Everything on a Waffle - Polly Horvath

Grade
Level: 03-07

Horvath (The Trolls) delivers another hilariously puckish read with this tale of a (possibly) 
orphaned girl from a small Canadian fishing village. Eleven-year-old Primrose Squarp 
refuses to attend the memorial service for her parents after they disappear at sea. "Haven't
you ever just known something deep in your heart without reason?" she demands of all and
sundry, convinced her parents are still alive. Meanwhile, she is shuffled from the custody of
her elderly neighbor Miss Perfidy to her likable but somewhat feckless Uncle Jack. Not 
unlike another beloved red-haired Canadian heroine, Primrose whose own hair is "the color
of carrots in an apricot glaze (recipe to follow)" attracts trouble like a magnet. In addition to
singeing the fur on the class guinea pig, she manages to lose a baby toe and part of a 
finger in chapters entitled "I Lose a Toe" and "I Lose Another Digit" accidents that land her 
in the foster care of an older couple whose stature and girth give them the look of "kindly 
old hard-boiled eggs." Primrose's lively recital of her misadventures comes complete with 
recipes, pungent descriptions ("the feeling of joy swept through my soul like fire up a 
vacuum") and memorable characters, among them the tough-talking, golden-hearted owner
of a local restaurant that serves everything (even fish and chips) on waffles. A laugh-out-
loud pleasure from beginning to triumphant end.

Description:

Title: Willow and Twig - Jean Little
Grade
Level: 04-07

When their mother, Angel, takes off again, Willow Jones and her four-year-old brother, 
Twig, are left with a frail, near penniless, old woman who had agreed to take care of the 
children for a weekend. When the weekend extends to months and Maisie dies, Willow 
knows that she must take charge of their situation. With her insistent and encouraging inner
voice called Red Mouse, she finds the help needed to leave the threatening streets of 
Vancouver. The packet of her mother's papers held by Maisie opens another world for the 
children, sparking Willow's loose-ended, half-recalled memories, and presenting her with 
family and friends for the first time in her life. The children fly to Ontario, where they are met
by their grandmother, who lives in the rural family home with her brother and sister, plus an
assortment of animals. Uncle Hum is a blind writer of children's books and the author of the
"Red Mouse" stories so familiar to Willow. He responds positively to the children; Aunt 
Constance, however, is much less accepting. Both difficult and everyday issues are 
introduced: Angel's drug addiction, Twig's disabilities and how they occurred, the prejudice 
the children confront, making friends, finding a place in a family. The pacing of this richly 
textured novel allows characters to develop plausibly, quiet mysteries to unravel logically, 
and problems to be addressed optimistically. Relationships between adults and children are
explored and evolve; motives for adult behaviors are introduced. Readers will come to 
know and empathize with these well-realized characters and cheer for their triumphs, both
minor and great.

Description:
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Title: Little by Little: A Writer's Education - Jean Little

Grade
Level: 05-09

Little by Little is an extraordinary autobiography by one of Canada's most beloved writers. 
Jean Little painstakingly provides readers with an insightful--and equally delightful--look into
her past, appraising her childhood in Guelph, Ontario, and taking readers up to the 
publication of her first novel for children, Mine for Keeps, in 1962. While first and foremost 
the story of a writer's life, Little by Little also powerfully and poignantly explores the author's
struggle as a blind child in a sighted world. She openly shares with readers the devastating
cruelties of the classroom and playground and her overwhelming need to find a way to 
belong. It's also the story of a warm and loving family (her portrait of her parents is 
especially memorable) as well as the great teachers and loyal friends who little by little 
helped Jean discover her inner strengths and find the courage to follow her dreams of 
becoming a writer. In her exploration of being blind, Little is never maudlin or self-pitying; 
instead she focuses on how her not being a sighted person helped make her a writer. It's 
Little's honesty and gentle good humour that most touch readers as she plots the path that 
led her to writing books for children. A sequel, Stars Come Out Within, follows her career as
a writer, teacher, and role model.

Description:

Title: My Broken Family - Paul Kropp
Grade
Level: 05-09

New Series Canada is a collection of real-life adventure novels for reluctant readers. Based
on real-life experiences of younger readers, the series provides simple content and layout.
Adult learners with adolescent children will find this series very interesting and informative. 
It incorporates realistic dialogue and careful control of reading levels. All aspects of the 
books - stories, typeface, design, illustrations - are tested with real students and every page
is balanced for reading difficulty.

* This is a high interest-low vocabulary book. Reading level 3-4.

Description:
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Title: Silverwing - Kenneth Oppel

Grade
Level: 03-07

Canadian Essential
One of Canada's best books for young readers was written by a pretty young writer himself.
Kenneth Oppel, who had his first book published when he was 18, really hit his stride a 
dozen years later with Silverwing, the first volume in a thrilling adventure trilogy set in the 
nocturnal world of bats that immediately captured the attention of middle readers and award
juries alike.
Silverwing, the first book in Kenneth Oppel's Silverwing trilogy, swept up award after award
in the year after its publication, including the prestigious Mr. Christie's Book Award, the 
Ontario Library Association's Silver Birch Award, and the Canadian Library Association's 
Book of the Year for Children. Shade is a young bat, the runt of his Silverwing colony. 
When he dares his rival, Chinook, to take a peek at the sun, forbidden to bats since the 
Great Battle of the Birds and the Beasts, he sets in motion a series of events that will have
huge repercussions. First the owls burn the Silverwing nursery, Tree Haven, forcing the 
colony to set out early for their winter roost at Hibernaculum, millions of wingbeats away. 
Then Shade is swept out to sea during a huge storm and separated from his family and 
friends, and has to try to find his own way south. And to make matters worse, he meets a 
deadly enemy: Goth, prince royal of the Vampyrum Spectrum bats, who poses an immense
danger to the future of the colony. Oppel's fast-paced narrative is sure to capture the 
imagination of young readers, and he has been attentive to his natural history, too--since 
bats can only see shades of black and white, his book includes no references to colour. But
colour or no colour, Silverwing is a totally thrilling read, a fantasy adventure that young 
readers will turn to again and again.

Description:

Title: Dragonwings - Laurence Yep
Grade
Level: 05-09

Laurence Yep's Newbery Honor book (HarperCollins, 1975) offers insights into the lives of
Chinese-Americans in early 20th century California. The story begins as eight-year-old 
Moon Shadow Lee journeys across the Pacific to join his proud and clever father at the 
family-owned laundry in San Francisco. The boy recounts their problems with prejudice, as
well as the kindness of uncles and cousins. Father and son must leave the protection of the
family to move out of Chinatown, but they find refuge with a generous and friendly landlady.
Once they have successfully established a repair business, they turn their attention to 
making a flying machine. Though it's a modern invention, part of their motivation is the 
elder's belief in his own previous dragon existence. Yep draws heavily on his own heritage,
but also includes figures such as Teddy Roosevelt and the Wright Brothers, and historic 
events such as the San Francisco Earthquake. The result is a heartwarming story set in a 
familiar time and place, but told from a new perspective. The quiet intensity of B. D. Wong's
narration enriches the text as he creates memorable voices for a large cast of characters.
Wafting, ethereal music signals the end of each side of the cassette, and the cover art is 
attractive. The only problem is the lightweight cardboard package, which is not sturdy 
enough for heavy circulation. That shouldn't deter libraries from purchasing this fine 
recording which will provide upper elementary and middle school listeners with lessons in 
history, and a gentle reminder of the value of a loving family and loyal friends.

Description:
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Title: Artemis Fowl - Eoin Colfer

Grade
Level: 05-09

 Twelve-year-old Artemis Fowl is the most ingenious criminal mastermind in history. With 
two trusty sidekicks in tow, he hatches a cunning plot to divest the fairy folk of their pot of 
gold. Of course, he isn't foolish enough to believe in all that "gold at the end of the rainbow"
nonsense. Rather, he knows that the only way to separate the little people from their stash 
is to kidnap one of them and wait for the ransom to arrive. But when the time comes to put
his plan into action, he doesn't count on the appearance of the extra small, pointy-eared 
Captain Holly Short of the LEPrecon (Lower Elements Police Reconnaissance) Unit--and 
her senior officer, Commander Root, a man (sorry, elf) who will stop at nothing to get her 
back.

Fantastic stuff from beginning to end, Artemis Fowl is a rip-roaring, 21st-century romp of 
the highest order. The author has let his imagination run riot by combining folklore, fantasy,
and a fistful of high-tech funk in an outrageously devilish book that could well do for fairies
what Harry Potter has done for wizardry. But be warned: this is no gentle frolic, so don't be 
fooled by the fairy subject matter. Instead, what we have here is well-written, sophisticated,
rough 'n' tumble storytelling with enough high-octane attitude to make it a seriously cool 
read for anyone over the age of 10

Description:

Title: Buffalo Sunrise: The Story of a North American Giant - Diane Swanson
Grade
Level: 03-07

A couple of pages into the book, Swanson points out that buffalo live in Asia and Africa, 
and that the animals in North America that are commonly called buffalo are actually bison.
That's the only time the author refers to them by that name. Basic facts are presented and
metric measurements convey the size of the largest land animals on this continent, though 
the British spellings are used (metre, kilometre). The book's focus, however, is on the 
bison's place in American history, in terms of its importance to the survival and culture of 
Native American tribes and the ways in which European settlers hunted them almost to 
extinction. Half of the text deals with the different hunting styles of Native Americans and 
Europeans, and the difference in the ways they made use of the animals they killed. The 
book is nicely illustrated with full-color photographs and black-and-white and full-color 
reproductions, and anecdotes set in boxes are scattered throughout. But little attention is 
paid to the struggles of scientists and conservationists to save the species. For more about
the nature of the bison and a list of organizations and places to see them, try Ruth 
Berman's American Bison (Carolrhoda, 1992). And for a more thorough and exciting look at
the hunt and its history, see Russell Freedman's Buffalo Hunt (Holiday, 1988). Susan 
Oliver, Hillsborough County Science Library at MOSI, Tampa, FL
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Description:
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Title: The Incredible Journey - Sheila Burnford

Grade
Level: 04-07

The Incredible Journey tells the story of three animal companions - a young Labrador 
Retriever, an aging Bull Terrier, and a feisty Siamese cat - who embark on a dangerous 
journey home through the Canadian wilderness. They had been staying with a family friend
while their real owners were temporarily residing in Europe, but they lit out for home on 
their own after their current keeper left for vacation. The plan was for the couple who took 
care of the house to look after the pets, but fate conspired to make them think Mr. 
Longridge had taken the animals with him. Thus, as the animals made their way west 
toward their old home, no one at all knew they were missing.

Sheila Burnford's narrative is surprisingly realistic. Animals can't survive for weeks without 
food, and the only food available in the Canadian forests in early autumn is other animals. 
The cat is especially good at snaring warm snacks, and the Lab is capable of chasing 
something down from time to time - and luckily, both are willing to share with the old Bull 
Terrier whose age is catching up with him. It's a little sad to read about the demise of so 
many birds and rodents, but this book describes the animals' captures and kills rather 
straightforwardly. Of course, the trio also benefits from a few encounters with humans 
(although the Bull Terrier learns that his charms don't always win over the person on the 
other side of the door). These make for some emotional passages of their own, but the trio
only stay in one place long enough to refresh and recover themselves.

The woods hold many dangers, which the animals could never survive on their own. 
Indeed, each one of them suffers trials that threaten to end their journey altogether, and the
friends are also separated at times. Whatever happens, though, the drive of the young Lab
as he leads his friends ever westward toward his image of home overrides individual pains
and fears. The commitment and bravery the animals show toward one another in the face 
of several very real threats is inspiring and heart-warming.

Description:

Title: A Child in a Prison Camp - Shizuye Takashima
Grade
Level: 05-09

When Shizuye Takashima, “Shichan” as she was called, was eleven years old, her entire 
world changed forever. As a Japanese-Canadian in 1941, she was among thousands of 
people forced from their homes and sent to live in internment camps in the Canadian 
Rockies. Although none had been convicted of any crime, they were considered the enemy
because the country was at war with Japan. In this true story of sadness and joy, Shichan 
recalls her life in the days leading up to her family’s forced movement to the camp, her fear,
anger, and frustration as the war drags on, and the surprising joys in the camp: a Kabuki 
play, holiday celebrations, and the ever-present beauty of the stars.

Description:
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Title: The Best Christmas Pageant Ever - Barbara Robinson

Grade
Level: 03-07

The Herdmans are a group of some of the worst kids in the entire history of the universe. 
The six of them steal, lie, talk dirty, curse at their teachers, hit kids who are smaller than 
them, blackmail people, and smoke cigars (which lead to Fred Shoemaker's broken-down 
toolhouse to burn to the ground). So when the six of them show up to church and Sunday 
school one week, and decide to take over the annual Christmas pageant, everyone is 
expecting the worst. None of the Herdmans have ever even heard the story of Christmas 
before, but when they do, they interpret all of the characters in their own way - Herod needs
a beating, and the Wise Men are a bunch of dirty spies - which make most of the 
churchgoers very unhappy. But who knew that the Herdmans, and the entire Christmas 
pageant altogether, could be so full of surprises?

Children and adults of all ages will find themselves laughing out loud as they read about all
of the crazy antics that the Herdmans are involved in. As a fan of holiday books, I was 
immensely happy with the dialogue of THE BEST CHRISTMAS PAGEANT EVER. As 
opposed to being a sad, tragic holiday story, it turned out to be a fantastic, and hilarious 
one, that offered many laughs, and a great plot. Fans of A CHRISTMAS STORY will relish 
in this novels likeness, as the kids are all crazy, and entertaining. This is sure to become a
holiday classic. A must-have book for the whole family this holiday season.

Description:

Title: Homeless Bird - Gloria Whelan
Grade
Level: 04-07

Gloria Whelan's tale of a remarkable girl in an extraordinary situation will linger with the 
reader long after the last page is read. The shaping of Koly's life, as anyone's, is in her own
hands, as well as the hands of the society in which she lives. Her ability to express herself--
and ultimately support herself--with her exceptional skill in embroidery is a symbol of the 
creative ingenuity that will serve her well throughout her tribulations.

Description:
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Title: Sees Behind Trees - Michael Dorris

Grade
Level: 04-07

The best adolescent fiction offers more than an escape from teenage turmoil; it instructs as
it entertains, giving young readers a view into lives--fictional though they may be--outside 
their own. Without sentimentality or preachiness but with clear awareness of this power, 
Michael Dorris tells the story of Walnut, a young Native American boy. Because Walnut 
can't see well, he has difficulty meeting the challenges, especially feats of skill with bow 
and arrow, that prove he is ready to receive a new name and become an adult. When a 
sympathetic uncle invents a new contest to "see what can't be seen," the boy's other 
senses bring success and earn him the name Sees Behind Trees. Dorris could easily stop 
there, but he nudges the youngster onward through a series of trials that show adulthood is
about more than getting there.

This compelling coming-of-age story set in pre-Columbian America is rich in imagery and 
chock-full of wisdom. The novel begins as Walnut, a bright and earnest, but seriously 
myopic boy realizes that, try as he might, he will never master the skills he needs to 
become a competent hunter. His mother, who is responsible for his training, takes a 
different tack and encourages him to "look with his ears." The boy hones his unusual talent
so well that he earns the right to his grown-up name. Because of his ability to "to see what
can't be seen," he is given special status within the tribe and is selected to accompany 
Gray Fire, a respected village elder, on a pilgrimage to find the land of water, a place that 
has eluded the old man since his youth. Much of the book deals with their journey, during 
which Sees Behind Trees learns a great deal from Gray Fire about the nature of dreams 
and gains some valuable self-knowledge in the process. The young man encounters 
"strangers" for the first time, is tested physically and spiritually, and ultimately proves 
himself a man by finding his way home. There's a timeless quality to this 15th-century 
adventure that will be meaningful and immediate for young people today. Dorris takes on 
some meaty existential issues here; he does so with grace, bighearted empathy, and 

Description:

Title: Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde - Robert Louis Stevenson
Grade
Level: 05-09

The young Robert Louis Stevenson suffered from repeated nightmares of living a double 
life, in which by day he worked as a respectable doctor and by night he roamed the back 
alleys of old-town Edinburgh. In three days of furious writing, he produced a story about his
dream existence. His wife found it too gruesome, so he promptly burned the manuscript. In
another three days, he wrote it again. The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde was 
published as a "shilling shocker" in 1886, and became an instant classic. In the first six 
months, 40,000 copies were sold. Queen Victoria read it. Sermons and editorials were 
written about it. When Stevenson and his family visited America a year later, they were 
mobbed by reporters at the dock in New York City. Compulsively readable from its opening
pages, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is still one of the best tales ever written about the divided 
self.

This University of Nebraska Press edition is a small, exquisitely produced paperback. The 
book design, based on the original first edition of 1886, includes wide margins, decorative 
capitals on the title page and first page of each chapter, and a clean, readable font that is 
19th-century in style. Joyce Carol Oates contributes a foreword in which she calls Dr. Jekyll
and Mr. Hyde a "mythopoetic figure" like Frankenstein, Dracula, and Alice in Wonderland, 
and compares Stevenson's creation to doubled selves in the works of Plato, Poe, Wilde, 
and Dickens.

Description:
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Title: The Chronicles of Narnia - 1. The Magicians Nephew - C.S. Lewis

Grade
Level: 03-07

NARNIA…where the woods are thick and cool, where Talking Beasts are called to life…a 
new world where the adventure begins.  Digory and Polly meet and become friends one 
cold, wet summer in London.  Their lives burst into adventure when Digory's Uncle Andrew,
who thinks he is a magician, sends them hurling to…somewhere else.  They find their way 
to Narnia, newborn from the Lion's song, and encounter the evil sorceress Jadis, before 
they finally return home.

Description:

Title: The Chronicles of Narnia - 2. The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe - C.
Grade
Level: 03-07

They open a door and enter a world- Narnia … a land frozen in eternal winter … a country
waiting to be set free. Four adventurers step through a wardrobe door and into the land of
Narnia -- a land enslaved by the power of the White Witch. But when almost all hope is lost,
the return of the Great Lion, Aslant, signals a great change … and a great sacrifice.

Description:

Title: The Chronicles of Narnia - 3. The Horse and His Boy - C.S. Lewis
Grade
Level: 03-07

Narnia . . . where some horses talk . . . where treachery is brewing . . . where destiny 
awaits.  On a desperate journey, two runaways meet and join forces. Though they are only 
looking to escape their harsh and narrow lives, they soon find themselves at the center of a
terrible battle. It is a battle that will decide their fate and the fate of Narnia itself.

Description:
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Title: The Chronicles of Narnia - 4. Prince Caspian - C.S. Lewis

Grade
Level: 03-07

Grade 4-8-Peter, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy Pevensey, the heroes and heroines from The
Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe, return in this fourth installment of C.S. Lewis' 
Chronicles of Narnia series. The four children are transported from an English train station 
to an island in the world of Narnia. Though Narnia has been at peace since the children left,
it is now under the control of Wicked King Mirax. The youngsters, along with Aslan the 
great lion, must help young Prince Caspian restore Narnia's glorious past.

Description:

Title: The Chronicles of Narnia - 5. Voyage of the Dawn Trader - C.S. Lewis
Grade
Level: 03-07

That ship is the Dawn Treader, and on board is Caspian, King of Narnia. He and his 
companions, including Reepicheep, the valiant warrior mouse, are searching for seven lost
lords of Narnia, and their voyage will take them to the edge of the world. Their adventures 
include being captured by slave traders, a much-too-close encounter with a dragon, and 
visits to many enchanted islands, including the place where dreams come true.

In the enchanted land of Narnia, Edmund and Lucy join King Caspian on a sworn mission 
to find the seven lost Lords of Narnia.  So begins a perilous new quest that takes them to 
the farthest edge of the Eastern world on board the mighty Dawn Treader.

Description:

Title: The Chronicles of Narnia - 6. Silver Chair - C.S. Lewis
Grade
Level: 03-07

"The Silver Chair" was the fourth book published in the Narnia Chronicles, but 
chronologically is the second last in the series and is published as such by most modern 
publishers. The story revolves around cousin Eustace (a familiar face from "Prince 
Caspian") and his classmate Jill Pole. Eustace and Jill narrowly escape school bullies and 
find themselves in Narnia. In Narnia, Aslan himself commissions them on a quest to find 
Caspian's missing son and heir, prince Rilian, who has been abducted by an evil witch 
posing as a beautiful woman and a horrible green snake. They are joined in their quest by
Puddleglum, a charming Marsh-wiggle whose extreme pessimism ( "he's always expecting
the worst and he's always wrong" p.93) is matched by his bravery. Together they escape 
the perils of giants, and by rescuing Rilian from his enchantment in the Underworld and 
restoring him to his father, they prevent the Green Lady from by achieving her evil 
ambitions in becoming Narnia's queen.

Description:
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Title: The Chronicles of Narnia - 7. Last Battle - C.S. Lewis

Grade
Level: 03-07

With Eustace and Jill at his side, the King, the noble unicorn Jewel, and a few remaining 
loyal subjects must stand fast against the powers of evil and darkness and fight The Last 
Battle to decide the future of this once glorious kingdom.

Description:

Title: Eragon - Christopher Paolini
Grade
Level: 05-09

Here's a great big fantasy that you can pull over your head like a comfy old sweater and 
disappear into for a whole weekend. Christopher Paolini began Eragon when he was just 
15, and the book shows the influence of Tolkien, of course, but also Terry Brooks, Anne 
McCaffrey, and perhaps even Wagner in its traditional quest structure and the generally 
agreed-upon nature of dwarves, elves, dragons, and heroic warfare with magic swords.

Eragon, a young farm boy, finds a marvelous blue stone in a mystical mountain place. 
Before he can trade it for food to get his family through the hard winter, it hatches a 
beautiful sapphire-blue dragon, a race thought to be extinct. Eragon bonds with the dragon,
and when his family is killed by the marauding Ra'zac, he discovers that he is the last of the
Dragon Riders, fated to play a decisive part in the coming war between the human but 
hidden Varden, dwarves, elves, the diabolical Shades and their neanderthal Urgalls, all 
pitted against and allied with each other and the evil King Galbatorix. Eragon and his 
dragon Saphira set out to find their role, growing in magic power and understanding of the 
complex political situation as they endure perilous travels and sudden battles, dire wounds,
capture and escape.

In spite of the engrossing action, this is not a book for the casual fantasy reader. There are
65 names of people, horses, and dragons to be remembered and lots of pseudo-Celtic 
places, magic words, and phrases in the Ancient Language as well as the speech of the 
dwarfs and the Urgalls. But the maps and glossaries help, and by the end, readers will be 
utterly dedicated and eager for the next book, Eldest.

Description:
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Title: AirBorn - Kenneth Oppel

Grade
Level: 05-09

If you thought the hot-air balloon scenes in Philip Pullman's His Dark Materials trilogy were
exciting, hitch a ride on the Aurora airship in Kenneth Oppel's spectacular young-adult 
fantasy novel Airborn. Oppel, known for his best-selling Silverwing trilogy about the hidden 
lives of bats, has more in common with the famous British fantasy author than an interest in
flight and a predilection for publishing books in threes. Like the popular Pullman series, 
Airborn is set in an alternative world where the similarities to our own are every bit as 
fascinating as the differences. In this case, what if some of the early 20th century's more 
bizarre experiments in aviation had actually worked? In Oppel's imaginary, not-so-distant 
past, giant luxury airships ply the air like ocean liners (thanks to a miraculous mango-
scented gas called hydrium), while flying contraptions with feathered mechanical wings taxi
people about--and everything else is slightly altered as a result.

In its story of a charming, flight-struck 15-year-old cabin boy named Matt Cruse, Airborn 
combines elements of Treasure Island (a dramatic shipwreck, flying pirates, and a 
mysterious tropical isle) with an upper-deck/lower-deck romance reminiscent of Titanic. 
When Matt rescues an old man from his punctured balloon, he dismisses the balloonist's 
tales of beautiful winged cougars as delirium. But with the arrival aboard ship of the free-
spirited Kate de Vries, the fatherless boy finds himself caught up in a scientific quest that 
reveals as much about his own fear of being land-locked as it does about these elusive 
"cloud cats." A master stylist, Oppel keeps his prose as streamlined and fast-paced as ever
while feathering his tale with flight-inspired allusions to the Icarus myth and Peter Pan. 
Although not as metaphysically complex as his bat novels, Airborn is a soaring aerial 
joyride for thinking teens.

Description:

Title: Julie of the Wolves - Jean Craighead George
Grade
Level: 05-09

Miyax, like many adolescents, is torn. But unlike most, her choices may determine whether
she lives or dies. At 13, an orphan, and unhappily married, Miyax runs away from her 
husband's parents' home, hoping to reach San Francisco and her pen pal. But she 
becomes lost in the vast Alaskan tundra, with no food, no shelter, and no idea which is the
way to safety. Now, more than ever, she must look hard at who she really is. Is she Miyax,
Eskimo girl of the old ways? Or is she Julie (her "gussak"-white people-name), the 
modernized teenager who must mock the traditional customs? And when a pack of wolves
begins to accept her into their community, Miyax must learn to think like a wolf as well. If 
she trusts her Eskimo instincts, will she stand a chance of surviving? John Schoenherr's 
line drawings suggest rather than tell about the compelling experiences of a girl searching 
for answers in a bleak landscape that at first glance would seem to hold nothing.

Description:
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Title: The River - Gary Paulsen

Grade
Level: 05-09

This sequel to Gary Paulsen's award-winning Hatchet, (AudioFile, Apr 93) finds fifteen-
year-old Brian returning to the Canadian wilderness where he had been stranded alone 
after a plane crash two years earlier. The story is self-contained, not dependent on its 
predecessor. Peter Coyote presents a dry, detached reading which doesn't detract from the
inherent power of the story, but adds little. His reading is polished, clear and professional, 
but maintains a distance from the characters. Despite this, The River should be considered
an excellent choice.

Description:

Title: Tuck Everlasting - Natalie Babbitt
Grade
Level: 04-07

Imagine coming upon a fountain of youth in a forest. To live forever--isn't that everyone's 
ideal? For the Tuck family, eternal life is a reality, but their reaction to their fate is 
surprising. Award winner Natalie Babbitt (Knee-Knock Rise, The Search for Delicious) 
outdoes herself in this sensitive, moving adventure in which 10-year-old Winnie Foster is 
kidnapped, finds herself helping a murderer out of jail, and is eventually offered the ultimate
gift--but doesn't know whether to accept it. Babbitt asks profound questions about the 
meaning of life and death, and leaves the reader with a greater appreciation for the perfect
cycle of nature. Intense and powerful, exciting and poignant, Tuck Everlasting will last 
forever--in the reader's imagination.

Description:

Title: Millicent Min Girl Genius - Lisa Yee
Grade
Level: 3-7

Millie, an 11-year-old with a genius IQ, is taking a college poetry class and waiting for her 
high school senior year. Because she never hesitates to show how much she knows about
a particular subject, her peers tend to stay away. Millie's social ineptitude is a cause of 
concern for her parents. Against her will, she is enrolled in summer volleyball and enlisted 
to tutor Stanford Wong, a friend of the family. Into this mix enters Emily, a volleyball 
teammate and typical preteen. The girls become friends but Millie neglects to tell Emily 
about her genius status. Eventually the truth surfaces and Emily feels betrayed. Millie thinks
that Emily is angry because she is smart, never realizing that the betrayal comes from her 
lack of trust in their friendship. While some readers will have trouble identifying with Millie, 
her trials and tribulations result in a story that is both funny and heartwarming. A universal 
truth conveyed is that honesty and acceptance of oneself and of others requires a maturity
measured not by IQ but by generosity of spirit.

Description:
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Title: Artemis Fowl The Arctic Incident - Eoin Colfer

Grade
Level: 05-09

Eoin Colfer's bestselling antihero is back in Artemis Fowl: The Arctic Incident--the superb 
sequel to the hyper-hyped Artemis Fowl, shortlisted for the Whitbread Children's Book of 
the Year. The Arctic Incident sees the slightly older, perhaps slightly more mellow arch-
criminal Artemis recovered from his last adventure, richer now that he has his half of a 
hoard of fairy gold, and happier since the Clarice Starlingesque superfairy Captain Holly 
Short of the LEPrecon returned his mother's ailing mind to full health.
But there is still much unfinished business: Artemis Fowl Sr. disappeared when a daring 
escapade designed to free his family from their criminal--not to mention deeply lucrative--
past and move the family's assets into legitimate enterprises went horribly wrong. Held 
captive by the Mafiya (the Russian organized crime syndicate) for over two years, he has 
been declared officially dead, but Artemis Jr. knows in his heart (yes, he does have one) 
that his beloved father is still alive, and he is determined to find him. Meanwhile Captain 
Short is temporarily on assignment to Customs and Excise as punishment for letting Fowl 
separate her and her People from their gold and is finding her stakeout duties a little dull. It
soon becomes obvious that the pair have need of each other's considerable skills, and 
before long they are on track for an adventure that will ultimately have far-reaching 
consequences for both of them.

Description:

Title: Artemis Fowl The Eternity Code - Eoin Colfer
Grade
Level: 05-09

Artemis Fowl, now 13 years old, is back. He has used stolen fairy technology to create a 
supercomputer known as the "C Cube," which will render all existing technology obsolete.
He meets with Jon Spiro, head of "Fission Chips," with a proposition. For a price, he will 
suppress his cube, and allow Spiro time to sell his potentially worthless stocks and buy into
Fowl Industries. Spiro double-crosses Artemis, and in the ensuing melee he steals the C 
Cube and Artemis's bodyguard, Butler, is murdered. The scene is totally out of James 
Bond; one fully expects to hear the familiar theme music and to see the credits as it 
concludes. The action does not let up as Artemis teams with the fairy policewoman Captain
Holly Short and other companions to bring Butler back to life, and then to retrieve the Cube
from Spiro's Chicago fortress. The plot is filled with crosses and double crosses, unmarked
vans, and impenetrable security systems. It's exciting stuff, but the writing is often clich‚d at
worst, and merely workmanlike at best. Butler's death scene is particularly hackneyed, 
echoing every overly dramatic death scene one can think of. Still, this latest adventure is 
sure to be popular with fans of the series.

Description:
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Title: Crispin The Cross of Lead - Avi

Grade
Level: 03-07

Winner of the American Library Association's prestigious Newbury Award for 2003, Avi's 
Crispin is a gripping tale of adventure set during the Middle Ages. Following the death of his
mother, thirteen-year-old Crispin, called Asta's Son for most of his life, finds his world 
turned totally upside-down. Always outsiders in the little village of Stromford, England, 
without the protection of his mother, Crispin is suddenly and unjustly accused of stealing 
from the steward of the manor, John Aycliffe, and is declared a "wolf's head" which means 
that anyone may kill the boy on sight for a reward. Crispin has no idea why Aycliffe hates 
him enough to destroy his life. Aided by the kindly village priest, he flees from the only 
world he has ever known into a 14th century England still devastated by the ravages of 
plague and just barely holding itself intact despite the injustices of the brutal feudal system.
When Crispin encounters an itinerant juggler, Bear, he finds himself just as suddenly swept
into the midst of a totally different world—a world of clever songs, engaging sleight of hand
tricks and endless laughter. But this world too is on the verge of exploding from the tyranny
of feudalism and equally primed for Crispin's destruction. Avi has woven together an 
intricate and intriguing adventure story about a boy who is on a journey of discovery, and 
who finds he's not just an insignificant peasant but a human being with the power to make a
help himself and others. This is a rich and vibrant portrait of 14th century England, a 
deservedly award-winning novel that is sure to engage demanding young readers.

Description:

Title: The Slave Dancer - Paula Fox
Grade
Level: 06-09

Jessie Bollier often played his fife to earn a few pennies down by the New Orleans docks.
One afternoon a sailor asked him to pipe a tune, and that evening Jessie was kidnapped 
and dumped aboard The Moonlight, a slave ship, where a hateful duty awaited him. He was
to play music so the slaves could "dance" to keep their muscles strong, their bodies 
profitable. Jessie was sickened by the thought of taking part in the business of trading rum
and tobacco for blacks and then selling the ones who survived the frightful sea voyage from
Africa. But to the men of the ship a "slave dancer" was necessary to ensure their share of 
the profit. They did not heed the horrors that every day grew more vivid, more inescapable 
to Jessie. Yet , even after four months of fear, calculated torture, and hazardous sailing with
a degraded crew, Jessie was to face a final horror that would stay with him for the rest of 
his life.

Description:

Title: Bunnicula Strikes Again - James Howe
Grade
Level: 03-07

The Monroe animals prove themselves up to scratch in this sublimely silly Bunnicula caper
(following Return to Howliday Inn). Newcomers will quickly catch on to the series' premise:
Chester the cat has persuaded Harold, the mutt narrator cum author, and Howie, the 
dachshund puppy, that the Monroe boys' pet rabbit is really a vampire-just look at the way 
he drains vegetables of their juices. As this installment begins, Harold believes the 
household safe, and so he is unnerved by Chester's cryptic comment, "Let's just say the 
matter is under control.... At last." As usual with the Bunnicula books, the plot is less 
important than Howe's contagious amusement in telling his story. The tone drolly combines
high diction and animal nature (e.g., in a note to "his" editor, Harold muses, "Odd, that I, 
whose greatest ambition has always been the uninterrupted nap, should... find himself the 
semi-famous author of several books!"). The slyly observed dynamics of the cast act as a 
foil to the cheerfully loopy conceit. For example, the animals watch as the Monroe brothers
fight: "Pete retorted with a backhanded insult. Toby lobbed a high string of colorful 
adjectives capped by a perfectly executed oxymoron.... 'And the match goes to Toby,' 
Chester commented. 'Nice wordplay.'" Howe's wordplay is better than nice, and the match
goes to him-and to his readers.

Description:
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Title: The Golden Compass - Philip Pullman

Grade
Level: 05-09

In The Golden Compass, Philip Pullman has written a masterpiece that transcends genre. It
is a children's book that will appeal to adults, a fantasy novel that will charm even the most
hardened realist. Best of all, the author doesn't speak down to his audience, nor does he 
pull his punches; there is genuine terror in this book, and heartbreak, betrayal, and loss. 
There is also love, loyalty, and an abiding morality that infuses the story but never 
overwhelms it. This is one of those rare novels that one wishes would never end. 
Fortunately, its sequel, The Subtle Knife, will help put off that inevitability for a while longer.

Description:

Title: Maniac Magee - Jerry Spinelli
Grade
Level: 04-07

Maniac Magee is a folk story about a boy, a very excitable boy. One that can outrun dogs, 
hit a home run off the best pitcher in the neighborhood, tie a knot no one can undo. "Kid's 
gotta be a maniac," is what the folks in Two Mills say. It's also the story of how this boy, 
Jeffrey Lionel "Maniac" Magee, confronts racism in a small town, tries to find a home where
there is none and attempts to soothe tensions between rival factions on the tough side of 
town. Presented as a folk tale, it's the stuff of storytelling. "The history of a kid," says Jerry
Spinelli, "is one part fact, two parts legend, and three parts snowball." And for this kid, four
parts of fun. Maniac Magee won the 1991 Newbery Medal.

Description:
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Title: Charlie Wilcox's Great War - Sharon E. McKay

Grade
Level: 05-09

This is a sequel to Charlie Wilcox, Sharon E. McKay's celebrated novel (three awards and
a Governor-General's Award Nomination) about a 14-year-old from Brigus, Newfoundland
who plans to stow away on a sealing ship and ends up on a troopship headed for England
and the trenches of France instead.
Either as a sequel or on its own, Charlie Wilcox's Great War is an outstanding success. 
McKay tells the bulk of Charlie's story through his own recollections, once he's safely home
again in 1919. The novel opens as he lands in Brigus after three years away and begins to
pick up the threads of the old life.
But he has changed, thinks Claire, the girl whom Charlie left behind; he is "older in his heart
somehow." As they struggle to reconnect, her need to know about the war meshes with his
need to unburden his heart, and over the course of a long afternoon, he tells her his story.
It's an epic story that's also touchingly human in its graphic details, fleeting friendships and 
innate responses to danger. One memorable example is Charlie's unscheduled flight over 
occupied France in a two-seater biplane piloted by teen-aged, toffee-nosed twit. They are,
of course, shot down, and manage a hair-raising and hilarious escape with the help of two 
friendly barmaids. Outrageous as this adventure may sound, it's par for the course in 
Charlie Wilcox's Great War.
But even for a teen-ager war can be hell, a fact which McKay's overriding message makes
clear. Her hero survives, but several of his comrades do not. And falling sick while in the 
trenches, or hoping to stay alive until nightfall while hanging on the barbed wire of No Man's
Land, are experiences that no human being should have to undergo. Charlie Wilcox finds 
his courage on the battlefield, but no one who reads this fine novel will want to go and do 
likewise.

Description:

Title: Shiloh - Phyllis Reynolds Naylor
Grade
Level: 03-07

When 11-year-old Marty Preston chances upon a mistreated beagle pup in his hometown 
of Friendly, West Virginia, he is not prepared for the ethical questions he has to face. 
Should he return the dog to its owner, only to have the animal abused again? Should he tell
his parents? Should he steal food to help the poor creature? Marty's efforts to cope with 
these questions provides the moral backbone for this story, which is presented in a 
language and manner that will be understood by third- and fourth-grade readers. The heart
and beauty of this 1992 Newbery Medal winner lies in lessons children will take away with 
them.

Description:
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Title: Brian's Return - Gary Paulsen

Grade
Level: 05-09

The appearance of yet another sequel to Hatchet may raise a few eyebrows, but Paulsen 
delivers a vigorous, stirring story that stands on its own merits. Whereas the previous 
continuations, The River and Brian's Winter, essentially offer more of the same survivalist 
thrills that have made Hatchet so popular, this novel goes further, posing a more profound 
question: How does someone go from living on the edge to polite membership in ordinary 
society? (Paulsen addresses the same theme, albeit more grimly, in his Civil War novel 
Soldier's Heart.) Here, Brian has returned to his mother's house and can barely reconcile 
the seemingly arbitrary demands of high school with the life-or-death challenges he 
surmounted during his months alone in the wilderness. With the aid of a counselor, Brian 
formulates what had been an almost instinctual, unacknowledged plan to revisit the bush, 
and this solo trip, not his interlude with his mother, marks the true "return" of the title. The 
few cliff-hangers are almost beside the point: the great adventure here is the embrace of 
the wild, the knowledge of life at its most elemental. Aside from its occasional use of YA 
conventions (e.g., the preternaturally sensitive counselor; jejune rhapsodies over the 
relevance of Shakespeare), this work is bold, confident and persuasive, its transcendental 
themes powerfully seductive.

Description:

Title: SkyBreaker - Kenneth Oppel
Grade
Level: 05-09

In this breathtaking sequel to the Governor General's Award-winning fantasy novel Airborn,
16-year-old Matt Cruse flies higher than he ever dreamed. The former Aurora cabin boy, 
now a student at the prestigious Paris Airship Academy, is on a two-week training tour with
a run-down cargo airship when his captain sights a legendary ghost ship. Matt recklessly 
heads skyward in pursuit--only to risk sacrificing his entire crew to altitude sickness. The 
Hyperion, lost in a storm in the dawn of the aviation age and buoyed high above the clouds
for 40 years, is rumoured to hold great wealth, and Matt is suddenly the only person on 
earth who knows her coordinates.

Soon, he and his upper-class sweetheart, Kate de Vries, are embarked on a dangerous 
aerial treasure hunt, along with Hal, the conceited pilot of a sleek, new altitude-friendly 
airship, and a mysterious gypsy girl named Nadira, who claims to have the key to the 
Hyperion's booby-trapped treasure troves. Drawing on the myths of Icarus and 
Prometheus, as well as classic sea adventures like 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea and 
The Poseidon Adventure, Skybreaker combines an action-packed thriller with a sensitive 
exploration of the limits of human ambition. Matt's jealousy of the self-made Hal (who he 
suspects has designs on Kate) and his own furtive attraction to Nadira heighten the 
emotional tension and raw suspense of the visceral scenes aboard the Hyperion, an ice-
entombed version of the Titanic. With pirates, sky monsters, and disturbed spirits, not to 
mention enough bizarre flying machines to fill an aviation museum (even a bat-copter for 
Silverwing fans), Skybreaker confirms Kenneth Oppel's reputation as Canada's leading 
fantasy author for children and young adults.

Description:
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Title: The Subtle Knife - Philip Pullman

Grade
Level: 05-09

A direct continuation of the epic fantasy begun in The Golden Compass (Knopf, 1996). Will
Parry must find his father, who disappeared while exploring the far North. Mysterious 
strangers are hounding his mother for information about him. After Will accidentally kills one
of them, he runs away, right through a window into another world. There he meets Lyra 
Silvertongue and her daemon, Pantalaimon, as well as travelers from yet another world. 
Lyra and her truth-telling alethiometer are soon enlisted in Will's quest, even as Lyra 
continues to seek the true nature of the mysterious Dust that is causing upheavals in her 
world. A desperate battle with inhabitants of the intermediate world brings Will the subtle 
knife, a magical totem of his own, which will protect Will and Lyra while bringing them closer
to the end of this part of their quest. The action takes place in Will's world (which is also our
own), as well as on Lyra's and the intermediate world. As in the first book, the stakes are 
high and the action is rapid and occasionally violent. The philosophical nature of the quest
becomes clearer as various characters explain the possible relationships among Dust, the
bridges between worlds, angels, supreme beings, and cosmic forces. This may be treading
on dangerous ground for traditional religious thinkers?the essential nature of the supreme 
being is not necessarily positive?but high-fantasy enthusiasts will find much to follow and 
reflect on here. The Subtle Knife ends with even more of a cliff-hanger than The Golden 
Compass, and fans will eagerly await book three for the final resolution.

Description:

Title: The Amber Spyglass - Philip Pullman
Grade
Level: 05-09

Philip Pullman brings The Amber Spyglass to the spellbinding His Dark Materials 
sequence, which dazzles everyone who reads it, children and adults alike. After the original
Northern Lights, he kept up the quality in The Subtle Knife, the second title in the trilogy. 
Now he brings the series to an extraordinary conclusion. Will and Lyra, the two children at 
the heart of the books, have become separated amidst great dangers. Can they find each 
other, and their friends? Then complete their mysterious quest before it's too late? The 
great rebellion against the dark powers that hold Lyra's world, and many others, in thrall is
nearing its climax. She and Will have crucial parts to play, but they don't know what it is that
they must do, and terrible powers are hunting them down.

The pace of the book is compelling, the writing powerful. Pullman's plotting is intricate and 
cunning, surprising the reader again and again. Perhaps what is most striking of all, 
however, is the depth of the characterization. Lord Asriel, Mrs Coulter, Iorek Byrnison the 
king of the armoured bears, a host of minor characters, most of all Will and Lyra 
themselves: the book is a library of beautifully drawn, remarkably convincing characters 
walking in worlds of marvels.

Description:

Title: Freak the Mighty - Rodman Philbrick
Grade
Level: 05-09

A wonderful story of triumph over imperfection, shame, and loss. Large, awkward, learning-
disabled Maxwell Kane, whose father is in prison for murdering his mother, and crippled, 
undersized Kevin are both mocked by their peers; the cruel taunting they endure is all too 
realistic and believable. The boys establish a friendship-and a partnership. Kevin defends 
them with his intelligence, while Max is his friend's "legs," affording him a chance to 
participate in the larger world. Inspired by tales of King Arthur, they become knights fighting
for good and true causes. But Kevin's illness progresses, and when he dies, Max is left with
the memories of an extraordinary relationship and, perhaps, the insight to think positively 
about himself and his future. The author writes with empathy, honoring the possibilities of 
even peripheral characters; Kevin and Max are memorable and luminous. Many YA novels
deal with the effects of a friend dying, but this one is somewhat different and very special.

Description:
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Title: Island of the Blue Dolphins - Scott O'Dell

Grade
Level: 05-09

Scott O'Dell won the Newbery Medal for Island of the Blue Dolphins in 1961, and in 1976 
the Children's Literature Association named this riveting story one of the 10 best American
children's books of the past 200 years. O'Dell was inspired by the real-life story of a 12-
year-old American Indian girl, Karana. The author based his book on the life of this 
remarkable young woman who, during the evacuation of Ghalas-at (an island off the coast
of California), jumped ship to stay with her young brother who had been abandoned on the 
island. He died shortly thereafter, and Karana fended for herself on the island for 18 years.

Description:

Title: I was a Rat - Philip Pullman
Grade
Level: 04-07

The latest offering from Pullman (The Golden Compass; Count Karlstein) is a witty romp 
with fairy-tale roots. "I was a rat!" claims the boy in a tattered page's uniform who appears 
at the door of a kindly shoemaker and his washerwoman wife. Bob and Joan take in the 
boy, teach him table manners, name him Roger and do their best to provide for him. But 
this wouldn't be satire if the makeshift family were simply to live happily ever after--and so 
begins a series of misadventures in which Roger (wildly unworldly and more than a little 
"ratty in his habits") is kicked out of school, appears as an exhibit in a traveling freak show,
falls in with a Dickensian band of young burglars and ends up imprisoned and condemned 
to death as the so-called "Monster of the Sewers." Providing a hilariously overblown (but 
ultimately chilling) commentary on the doings of Roger and others are excerpts from the 
Daily Scourge, an utterly shameless tabloid. The author brings about the de rigueur happy
ending when Roger's life is spared, thanks both to Bob and Joan's steadfastness and the 
intervention of a certain newly wed princess, whose cameo appearance reveals the truth 
about Roger's origins (astute readers will pick up on the early clues). Pullman provides 
poignant insight into a well-known fairy tale and insinuates its implications for today's 
readers.

Description:

Title: The Tale of Despereaux - Kate DiCamillo
Grade
Level: 03-07

A charming story of unlikely heroes whose destinies entwine to bring about a joyful 
resolution. Foremost is Despereaux, a diminutive mouse who, as depicted in Ering's pencil
drawings, is one of the most endearing of his ilk ever to appear in children's books. His 
mother, who is French, declares him to be "such the disappointment" at his birth and the 
rest of his family seems to agree that he is very odd: his ears are too big and his eyes open
far too soon and they all expect him to die quickly. Of course, he doesn't. Then there is the
human Princess Pea, with whom Despereaux falls deeply (one might say desperately) in 
love. She appreciates him despite her father's prejudice against rodents. Next is Roscuro, a
rat with an uncharacteristic love of light and soup. Both these predilections get him into 
trouble. And finally, there is Miggery Sow, a peasant girl so dim that she believes she can 
become a princess. With a masterful hand, DiCamillo weaves four story lines together in a
witty, suspenseful narrative that begs to be read aloud. In her authorial asides, she 
hearkens back to literary traditions as old as those used by Henry Fielding. In her 
observations of the political machinations and follies of rodent and human societies, she 
reminds adult readers of George Orwell. But the unpredictable twists of plot, the fanciful 
characterizations, and the sweetness of tone are DiCamillo's own. This expanded fairy tale
is entertaining, heartening, and, above all, great fun.

Description:
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Title: Hunter in the Dark - Monica Hughes

Grade
Level: 05-09

 It's not easy being 16, especially when you've just discovered that you are suffering from 
leukemia. Mike Rankin decides that the way he's going to deal with his coming struggle 
against the disease is by physically testing his strength and resourcefulness. He's not going
to submit himself to a barrage of debilitating hospital treatments without first seeing if he 
can survive a winter hunt in the Swan Hills of Alberta, where he aims to track and kill a 
white-tailed buck. He secretly heads off into the bush, defying his parents, only to discover 
that, like the buck, he is both hunter and hunted. And, when he finally corners his quarry, 
his decision whether to kill the buck or not becomes a sign to him of his resolve in fighting 
his disease. Hunter in the Dark is a powerful novel sure to touch young readers with its 
moving portrait of a young man determined to survive.

Description:

Title: Walk Two Moons - Sharon Creech
Grade
Level: 03-07

In this Newbery Award book by Sharon Creech (HarperCollins, 1994), 13-year-old 
Salamanca Tree Hiddle travels west with her Grams and Gramps to Lewiston, Idaho, the 
destination from which her mother did not return. As Sal entertains her grandparents with 
stories of her friend, Phoebe, who sees "lunatics" around every corner, threads from many 
life stories are seamlessly entwined. This pilgrimage wonderfully mirrors the journey of 
discovery that is adolescence, as Sal's search for the truth about her mother becomes a 
journey of discovery about much more. In vividly described incidents both humorous and 
poignant, everyone's "story" is told. The reading by British actress Kate Harper is crisp and
well-paced, so that the layered, complex style doesn't confuse listeners. Harper creates 
appropriate and wonderfully individual voices for everyone, especially the irrepressible 
Phoebe. The rhythms of the reading effectively reflect the rhythms of the story's back and 
forth motion and its lyrical language.

Description:

Title: A Year Down Yonder - Richard Peck
Grade
Level: 05-09

In this Newbery Honor book, Chicago-bred Mary Alice has been sentenced to a year-long 
stay in rural Illinois with her irrepressible, rough and gruff grandmother. Soon, however, she
becomes Grandma's partner in crime, helping to carry out madcap schemes to benefit 
friends and avenge enemies. In a starred review, PW called this sequel to A Long Way to 
Chicago "hilarious and poignant."

Description:
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Title: The Wind in the Willows - Kenneth Grahame

Grade
Level: 04-07

"[Mole] thought his happiness was complete when, as he meandered aimlessly along, 
suddenly he stood by the edge of a full-fed river. Never in his life had he seen a river 
before--this sleek, sinuous, full-bodied animal, chasing and chuckling, gripping things with a
gurgle and leaving them with a laugh, to fling itself on fresh playmates that shook 
themselves free, and were caught and held again." Such is the cautious, agreeable Mole's 
first introduction to the river and the Life Adventurous. Emerging from his home at Mole End
one spring, his whole world changes when he hooks up with the good-natured, boat-loving
Water Rat, the boastful Toad of Toad Hall, the society- hating Badger who lives in the 
frightening Wild Wood, and countless other mostly well-meaning creatures. Michael 
Hague's exquisitely detailed, breathtaking color illustrations on almost every generous 
spread--along with Kenneth Grahame's elegant, delightfully old-fashioned characterizations
of the animals--make this book a wonderful read-aloud. Grahame's The Wind in the Willows
has enchanted readers for four generations.

Description:

Title: Rodzina - Karen Cushman
Grade
Level: 05-09

Twelve-year-old Rodzina Clara Jadwiga Anastazya Brodski tells the story of her journey 
across the United States on an orphan train in 1881 in this audio version of Karen 
Cushman's novel (Clarion, 2003). A strong-willed, not very attractive Polish girl from 
Chicago, Rodzina is convinced that she is unlovable and would only be adopted to be used
as a slave. More than 20 orphans, along with the harsh Mr. Szprot and the strict Miss 
Doctor, make up the cast of characters. Narrator Becky Ann Baker's voice reflects the 
emotions and maturity level of each character. Despite the unfortunate situation that the 
orphans have found themselves in, the book has many funny and lighthearted moments, 
such as playing baseball on the train and having dinner with "circus" folk. Listeners see new
cities in untamed parts of the West through the eyes of the children. Rodzina sees Indians 
riding on the platform between trains, meets mail-order brides, and reads the variety of 
notices posted at train stations along the way. The children on the orphan train worry about
their fate, but Rodzina does her best to comfort them with Polish folktales and stories about
her family. After the most appealing children have been adopted and Rodzina has made 
her escape from a few undesirable placements, we see her as the capable girl that she is.

Description:

Title: Year of Impossible Goodbyes - Sook Nyul Choi
Grade
Level: 05-09

Ten-year-old Sookan tells of her Korean family's experiences during the Japanese 
occupation as World War II ends. The Japanese commit cruel, fear-provoking acts against 
this proud, hopeful family and against the young girls who worked in a sweatshop making 
socks for the Japanese army. Relief, hope, and anticipation of the return of male family 
members after the Japanese defeat is short lived as the Russians occupy the country, 
bringing their language, their customs, and communism to the village. Equally as 
insensitive to the pride and possessions of the Koreans, they are as bad as the Japanese.
Plans are made for Sookan, her mother, and younger brother to escape to South Korea. 
However, their guide betrays them, causing the children to be separated from their mother,
and the two begin a daring and frightening journey to cross the 38th parallel to safety. 
Through Sookan, the author shares an incredible story of the love and determination of her
family, the threatening circumstances that they endured during occupations by two 
totalitarian governments, and the risks they took to escape to freedom. Readers will get a 
double bonus from this book--a good story, well told, and the reaffirmation of our faith in the
human spirit against incredible adversities.

Description:
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Title: My Canary Yellow Star - Eva Wiseman

Grade
Level: 05-09

In 1944, in Budapest, Swedish Diplomat Raoul Wallenberg saved thousands of Jews from
deportation to concentration camps by supplying them with Swedish passports. This novel 
is told from the perspective of Marta, a Jewish girl whose life is saved on several occasions
by his intervention. Unfortunately, what could be a fascinating story about resistance to the
Nazis becomes bogged down by too many subplots and under-realized supporting 
characters. Dialogue, rather than action, moves the plot, and Marta tells readers how she 
feels about the events around her, rather than reacting to them. The novel ends with the 
Soviet liberation of the city and a historical note details Wallenberg's exploits. An error in 
the historical note, however, states that Hungary was liberated in January 1944, not 1945. 
Lois Lowry's Number the Stars (Houghton, 1989) and Renee Roth-Hano's Touch Wood 
(Four Winds, 1988; o.p.) are more emotional and moving accounts of Jewish rescue from 
the Nazis.

Description:

Title: Absolutely Normal Chaos - Sharon Creech
Grade
Level: 05-09

Creech's story is told as a summer journal begrudgingly started as an English assignment.
Mary Lou, 13, wonders if kisses with boys really taste like chicken; if her best friend will 
ever shut up about her new boyfriend; and how her visiting cousin, Carl Ray, can be such a
silent clod, especially when someone has anonymously given him $5000. Later, when he is
in a coma following a car accident, she rereads her journal and wonders how she could 
have been so unseeing. Mary Lou is a typical teen whose acquaintance with the sadder 
parts of life is cushioned by a warm and energetic family. Her entertaining musings on 
Homer, Shakespeare, and Robert Frost are drawn in nifty parallels to what is happening in
her own life. When forbidden by her mother to say "God," "stupid," and "stuff," she makes a
trek to the thesaurus to create some innovative interjections. Creech's dialogue is right on 
target. Her characterization is nicely done also. By comparison, this book is differently 
voiced than Walk Two Moons (HarperCollins, 1994), lacks that book's masterful imagery, 
and is more superficial in theme; but appropriately so. Creech has remained true to Mary 
Lou, who is a different narrator, and one who will win many fans of her own. Those in 
search of a light, humorous read will find it; those in search of something a little deeper will
also be rewarded.

Description:

Title: The Other Side of Truth - Beverley Naidoo
Grade
Level: 05-09

Sade, the 12-year-old protagonist of Naidoo's sophisticated and emotional novel, must flee
her native Nigeria with her younger brother after their mother is killed in a shooting. Their 
father, a muckraking journalist in trouble with the military government, was the target. Sade
and 10-year-old Femi soon find themselves stranded in London, abandoned by the woman
paid to smuggle them into the country, and at the mercy of mostly friendly, but foreign 
government agencies, foster families and teachers. Her father finally surfaces in England, 
only to be detained for illegally emigrating. Sade must learn quickly how to fight for what 
she holds dear, including her father's safety. The inclusion of real facts about African 
countries, such as the government's execution of Nigerian activist writer Ken Saro-Wiwa, 
makes Naidoo's story more poignant, while the immediacy of the parallel story, in which 
Sade must deal with similar obstacles on a smaller scale (e.g., powerful school gangs), 
makes the novel more accessible. Flashbacks, letters written between father and daughter,
and Sade's constant memories of her mother's sayings, add texture. Readers may be 
challenged by some of the British English, but they will find it easy to understand Sade's joy
at reuniting with her father in prison, and likely find her determination exhilarating.

Description:
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Title: Point Blank - Anthony Horowitz

Grade
Level: 05-09

Move over James Bond, Point Blank's 14-year-old hero is also a member of Britain's secret
service. Fresh from his training by MI6, Alex Rider is headed for an exclusive private school
in the French Alps because the isolated mountain academy is linked to the deaths of two 
prominent men. Just like 007, Alex is equipped with special gear such as an exploding stud
earring and a CD that doubles as a buzz saw. Though Alex finds himself in a few tight 
spots, his courage and ingenuity prevent the school's power-mad directors from using 
adolescent clones to take over the world. Author Anthony Horowitz packs plenty of action 
into his latest young adult thriller. An exploding helicopter, a machine gunning strike force, 
and other shootings provide standard superspy-style violence. There's even the classic 
Bond ending with a last-minute villain to be dispatched.

Description:

Title: The Bully Boys - Eric Walters
Grade
Level: 04-07

The Bully Boys is the story of fourteen-year-old Thomas Roberts, who finds himself looking
after the family farm when his father goes off to fight for the British army during the War of 
1812. When Thomas inadvertently stumbles upon some American soldiers who are 
attempting to rob a local store, his quick thinking and his bravery save the day. His actions
also catch the eye of the war's most famous officer-Lieutenant James FitzGibbon, leader of
the unit dubbed the Green Tigers or "Bully Boys." This, Tommy realizes, is his chance to 
escape the drudgery of the farm and join the "real" men who are fighting for their freedom.
When FitzGibbon takes Tommy under his wing for a time, the young man soon finds that 
war is both more fascinating and more horrifying than he had ever imagined.

Based on the true events surrounding the legendary James FitzGibbon and The Battle of 
Beaver Dam, The Bully Boys is a moving account of a young man's experience of war.

Description:

Title: Gregor the Overlander - Suzanne Collins
Grade
Level: 04-07

When Gregor falls through a grate in the laundry room of his apartment building, he hurtles
into the dark Underland, where spiders, rats, cockroaches coexist uneasily with humans. 
This world is on the brink of war, and Gregor's arrival is no accident. A prophecy foretells 
that Gregor has a role to play in the Underland's uncertain future. Gregor wants no part of it
-- until he realizes it's the only way to solve the mystery of his father's disappearance. 
Reluctantly, Gregor embarks on a dangerous adventure that will change both him and the
Underland forever.

Description:
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Title: Stormbreaker - Anthony Horowitz

Grade
Level: 07-09

Alex Rider's world is turned upside down when he discovers that his uncle and guardian 
has been murdered. The 14-year-old makes one discovery after another until he is sucked 
into his uncle's undercover world. The Special Operations Division of M16, his uncle's real
employer, blackmails the teen into serving England. After two short weeks of training, Alex 
is equipped with several special toys like a Game Boy with unique cartridges that allow it to
scan, fax, and emit smoke bombs. Alex's mission is to complete his uncle's last 
assignment, to discover the secret that Herod Sayle is hiding behind his generous donation
of one of his supercomputers to every school in the country. When Alex enters Sayle's 
compound in Port Tallon, he discovers a strange world of secrets and villains including Mr.
Grin, an ex-circus knife catcher, and Yassen Gregorovich, professional hit man. The novel
provides bang after bang as Alex experiences and survives unbelievably dangerous 
episodes and eventually crashes through the roof of the Science Museum to save the day.
Alex is a strong, smart hero. If readers consider luck the ruling factor in his universe, they 
will love this James Bond-style adventure. With short cliff-hanger chapters and its 
breathless pace, it is an excellent choice for reluctant readers. Warning: Suspend reality.

Description:

Title: Endymion Spring - Matthew Skelton
Grade
Level: 05-09

Who or what is Endymion Spring? A power for good, or for evil . . . A legendary book that 
holds the secret to a world of knowledge . . . A young boy without a voice - whose five-
hundred-year-old story is about to explode in the twenty-first century ...

Blake is visiting Oxford with his academic mother and his kid sister. While their mum 
immerses herself in olde worlde volumes, Blake feels trapped in the dusty air of the college
library. Until one day, Blake is running his finger along the shelf and feels something pierce
his finger, drawing blood - like a bite. The book responsible is a battered old volume, with a
strange clasp like a serpent's head - with real fangs. Printed on its front are two words: 
Endymion Spring. Its paper is almost luminous - blank, wordless, but with a texture that 
seems to shine, and fine veins running through it. The paper quivers, as if it's alive. And as
Blake looks, words begin to appear on the page - words meant only for him; words no one
else can see. The book has been waiting five-hundred years for the right boy; now it must 
fulfill its destiny ...

Description:
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Title: On the Run - 1 - Chasing the Falconers - Gordon Korman

Grade
Level: 04-07

In what CNN called the trial of the new millennium, Aiden and Meg Falconer's parents were
convicted of treason and sentenced to life in jail. Respected criminologists with PhDs, they
were asked by CIA Agent Frank Lindenauer to develop profiles that would help U.S. 
operatives identify terrorist cells throughout the world. He disappeared, and the FBI 
charged the Falconers with passing classified information to enemies. Their children were 
placed in a juvenile detention facility in Nebraska for their own safety. When the novel 
opens, they have been at Sunnydale Farm for four months. Aiden accidentally lights the 
place on fire and they escape. He remembers that nine years earlier he hid a picture of 
Lindenauer, known to him as Uncle Frank, in their summer house on Lake Champlain. If 
they can find him, perhaps they can prove their parents' innocence. With no plan and no 
money, they set off for Vermont. The police are in hot pursuit, but Aiden and Meg, along 
with another escapee, Miguel, elude them in one close call after another. At the book's 
abrupt and unresolved ending, the kids make it to their destination, where Miguel, mistaken
for Aiden, is shot by a mysterious intruder. Short on character development and at times 
melodramatic and straining credulity in the children's ability to elude authorities, this is a 
fast-paced, action-packed adventure that kids will read in one sitting. Appropriate for 
reluctant readers and those addicted to television action shows, it is the first in a projected 
six-title series.

Description:

Title: On the Run - 2 - The Fugitive Factor - Gordon Korman
Grade
Level: 04-07

Aiden and Meg Falconer are out to find the evidence that will free their parents from a life 
sentence in prison. But in order to do that, they have to live undercover. Ever since they 
broke out of a juvenile detention facility, they've been chased by the FBI ... and by a 
strange killer they've nicknamed Hairless Joe. Now their story has hit the airwaves, and 
suddenly everyone is looking for the Falconer kids. They think they can hide with an old 
family friend ... but when she turns them in and Meg is put in jail, the danger and adventure
only increase.

Description:

Title: On the Run - 3 - Now You See Them, Now You Don't - Gordon Korman
Grade
Level: 04-07

One man holds the key to freeing Aidan and Meg Falconer's parents from prison: a 
mysterious figure named Frank Lindenauer. Aidan and Meg must cross the country to try to
catch him . . . even as the FBI tries to catch them first. In California, Aidan and Meg fall in 
with a crowd that already has its share of trouble going on. They want to believe they've 
found friends who will help them out. But if they're not careful, these "friends" will sell them
out instead.

Description:
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Title: On the Run - 4 - The Stowaway Solution - Gordon Korman

Grade
Level: 04-07

Aiden and Meg Falconer are on the hunt for the one man who might be able to free their 
parents from jail. The hitch? There are plenty of other people on the hunt for THEM, 
including the FBI and an eerie, hairless killer. After one close call too many, the Falconers 
find themselves stowed away on a ship -- but the chase doesn't end there. Instead, it 
moves to close quarters, where every step, every breath, could get them caught.

Description:

Title: On the Run - 5 - Public Enemies - Gordon Korman
Grade
Level: 04-07

Aiden and Meg Falconer have been crossing the country as fugitives in order to prove their
parents didn't commit a crime. They've been chased from state to state by the FBI . . . and
by a killer they know only as Hairless Joe. Now Hairless Joe is getting closer than ever -- 
and the Falconers are getting even closer than that to the truth.

Description:

Title: The Music of the Dolphins - Karen Hesse
Grade
Level: 05-09

"As moving as a sonnet, as eloquently structured as a bell curve," said PW in a starred 
review of this first-person novel by the Newbery Medalist about a girl who is raised by 
dolphins and studied by scientists.

Description:
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Title: A Girl Named Disaster - Nancy Farmer

Grade
Level: 06-09

For Nhamo, an 11-year-old Shona girl living in Mozambique in 1981, life is filled with the 
traditions of her village people. When family circumstances, a ngozi (angry spirit), and a 
cholera epidemic force her into a horrible marriage, she flees with only her grandmother's 
blessings, some gold nuggets, and many survival skills. Still, what should have been a two-
day boat trip across the border to her father's family in Zimbabwe spans a year. Daily 
conversations with spirits help to combat her loneliness and provide her with sage and 
practical advice. The most incredible leg of her journey is spent on an island where Nhamo
closely observes and is warily accepted by a baboon family only to have one of them 
destroy her shelter and food supply. She makes mistakes, loses heart, and nearly dies of 
starvation. Even after she arrives in Zimbabwe where she lives with scientists before 
meeting her father's family, Nhamo must learn to survive in civilization and exorcise the 
demons that haunt her. A cast of characters, glossary, background information on South 
Africa and the Shona, and a bibliography ground this novel's details and culture. This story 
is humorous and heart-wrenching, complex and multilayered, and the fortunate child who 
reads it will place Nhamo alongside Zia (Island of the Dolphins) and Julie (Julie of the 
Wolves). An engrossing and memorable saga.

Description:

Title: Ruby Holler - Sharon Creech
Grade
Level: 05-08

Orphaned twins Dallas and Florida have resigned themselves to living within the confines of
the Boxton Creek Home for Children. It's a loveless existence. The Trepids, owners and 
"rule enforcers" of the home, target the brother and sister at every opportunity and all of the
prospective adoptive parents have returned them to the orphanage. Eventually the children
are sent to act as temporary companions to an eccentric older couple who live in Ruby 
Holler, and there they find love and acceptance. While the plot is predictable, the story 
weaves in an interesting mix of mystery, adventure, and humor, along with age-old and 
modern problems. Creech does a fine job of developing the unique personalities and the 
sibling relationship, and the children's defense mechanisms (Dallas's dreamy escapism and
Florida's aggression) figure prominently in the interplay among the characters. The text is 
lively and descriptive with an authentic, if somewhat mystical, rural ambience. This 
entertaining read from a first-rate author will not disappoint Creech's many fans.

Description:
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Title: Hoot - Carl Hiaasen

Grade
Level: 05-09

Hoot, Carl Hiaasen's first book for younger readers is part mystery, part slapstick comedy 
and is a totally satisfying and truly environmentally friendly novel. On one level, it's a story 
about Roy Eberhardt, the new kid in this otherwise sleepy little Florida town who has caught
the eye of the local bully and has to find a way of dealing with this dilemma as well as make
his own place in his new community. On another, it's a richly comic farce that gives kids a 
chance to see the ineptitude of adults—this is shown to great effect in the bumblings of 
Coconut Cove's local "Public Safety Department" and the hilarious happenings at the 
construction site of the new Mother Paula's All-American Pancake House. But Hoot is not 
just pure farce—and that is what makes it such an interesting novel—it also explores the 
way that any number of corrupt and greedy adults view the world as theirs to plunder no 
matter the consequences. Most importantly, Hoot is a book about kids trying to change their
world, to expose and take on corporate corruption. As Roy becomes embroiled in Mullet 
Fingers' and his sister Beatrice's fight to save the nests of the tiny burrowing owls who 
make their home on the Mother Paula's site, he realizes the power that he has despite the 
fact that he's a kid. Roy learns to stand up not only for himself but also for who he wants to
be and for the world he wants to live in. Hiaasen delivers a powerful message in a 
wonderfully engaging fiction that is sure to get young readers thinking about what they can
do too. Hiaasen is a straight shooter with his adult readers and he treats his younger 
readers with the same consideration.

Description:

Title: Among the Hidden - Margaret Peterson Haddix
Grade
Level: 05-08

Born third at a time when having more than two children per family is illegal and subject to 
seizure and punishment by the Population Police, Luke has spent all of his 12 years in 
hiding. His parents disobeyed once by having him and are determined not to do anything 
unlawful again. At first the woods around his family's farm are thick enough to conceal him
when he plays and works outdoors, but when the government develops some of that land 
for housing, his world narrows to just the attic. Gazing through an air vent at new homes, he
spies a child's face at a window after the family of four has already left for the day. Is it 
possible that he is not the only hidden child? Answering this question brings Luke greater 
danger than he has ever faced before, but also greater possibilities for some kind of life 
outside of the attic. This is a near future of shortages and deprivation where widespread 
famines have led to a totalitarian government that controls all aspects of its citizens' lives.
When the boy secretly ventures outside the attic and meets the girl in the neighboring 
house, he learns that expressing divergent opinions openly can lead to tragedy. To what 
extent is he willing to defy the government in order to have a life worth living? As in 
Haddix's Running Out of Time (S & S, 1995), the loss of free will is the fundamental theme
of an exciting and compelling story of one young person defying authority and the odds to
make a difference. Readers will be captivated by Luke's predicament and his reactions to it.

Description:
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Title: Dark is Rising - Over Sea Under Stone - Susan Cooper

Grade
Level: 04-07

On holiday in Cornwall, the three Drew children discover an ancient map in the attic of the 
house that they are staying in. They know immediately that it is special. It is even more than
that -- the key to finding a grail, a source of power to fight the forces of evil known as the 
Dark. And in searching for it themselves, the Drews put their very lives in peril.

Description:

Title: Stormwarning - Monica Hughes
Grade
Level: 06-09

Sandra Williams seems like an ordinary teenager, on holidays with her family at a northern
Ontario resort town. That’s what she wants Bryan MacDonald to think when a friendly 
marina operator teams Sandra and Bryan up as scuba diving partners. But this is no 
random pairing—Sandra and her family have methodically tracked Bryan down to this idyllic
lakeside town, where Bryan’s wealthy family is known and respected.

Only Bryan can help Sandra solve a terrible mystery that unknowingly links the two families
in a tragic history. Only Bryan can help Sandra delve beneath the shining surface of a 
golden family life—of a sparkling blue lake—to uncover the past. Now Sandra and Bryan 
are caught in a storm of secrets—secrets that have the power to heal…and destroy.

From futuristic fantasy to riveting historical fiction and satisfying contemporary adventure, 
Monica Hughes is known and loved by her young adult readers for her remarkable 
storytelling skill. Storm Warning is new and exciting proof of that—a terrific present-day 
adventure tale with two teens who both have to make tough choices about what’s right for 
them and for their families.

Description:

Title: Bartimaeus Trilogy - 2 - The Golem's Eye - Jonathan Stroud
Grade
Level: 05-09

Grade 6 Up–This sequel to The Amulet of Samarkand (Hyperion, 2003) takes place two 
years later. Now 14, Nathaniel works in the Department of Internal Affairs trying to stop a 
group of commoners who are responsible for small rebellions against the magician-run 
government. As he pursues the elusive Resistance, he discovers that an unknown 
individual is using ancient magic to control a golem and wreak havoc on the city of London.
Meanwhile, readers get a look into the heart of the Resistance through the eyes of Kitty, a 
resourceful young commoner. She was born with a "resilience" to magic, an ability that 
drew her to the attention of the rebels, and her motivations for joining them are clearly 
presented. As events unfold, Nathaniel and Kitty are faced with choices that will test their 
courage and honor. The third-person narrative switches focus between the two characters.
As in the first book, occasional chapters narrated by the demon Bartimaeus add sarcasm 
and irreverent humor to the text and offer a break from the ever-growing tension. The story,
which stands alone nicely, retains all of the strengths of Stroud's first installment and adds
many more details to his already vivid fantasy world. The characters are well developed 
and the action never lets up. A must-purchase for all fantasy collections.

Description:
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Title: Bartimaeus Trilogy - 1 - The Amulet of Samarkand - Jonathan Stroud

Grade
Level: 05-09

Nathaniel is a boy magician-in-training, sold to the government by his birth parents at the 
age of five and sent to live as an apprentice to a master. Powerful magicians rule Britain, 
and its empire, and Nathaniel is told his is the "ultimate sacrifice" for a "noble destiny." If 
leaving his parents and erasing his past life isn't tough enough, Nathaniel's master, Arthur
Underwood, is a cold, condescending, and cruel middle-ranking magician in the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs. The boy's only saving grace is the master's wife, Martha Underwood, who 
shows him genuine affection that he rewards with fierce devotion. Nathaniel gets along 
tolerably well over the years in the Underwood household until the summer before his 
eleventh birthday. Everything changes when he is publicly humiliated by the ruthless 
magician Simon Lovelace and betrayed by his cowardly master who does not defend him.

Nathaniel vows revenge. In a Faustian fever, he devours magical texts and hones his 
magic skills, all the while trying to appear subservient to his master. When he musters the 
strength to summon the 5,000-year-old djinni Bartimaeus to avenge Lovelace by stealing 
the powerful Amulet of Samarkand, the boy magician plunges into a situation more 
dangerous and deadly than anything he could ever imagine. In British author Jonathan 
Stroud's excellent novel, the first of The Bartimaeus Trilogy, the story switches back and 
forth from Bartimaeus's first-person point of view to third-person narrative about Nathaniel.
Here's the best part: Bartimaeus is absolutely hilarious, with a wit that snaps, crackles, and
pops. His dryly sarcastic, irreverent asides spill out into copious footnotes that no one in his
or her right mind would skip over. A sophisticated, suspenseful, brilliantly crafted, dead-
funny book that will leave readers anxious for more.

Description:

Title: Bartimaeus Trilogy - 3 - Ptolemy's Gate - Jonathan Stroud
Grade
Level: 05-09

The loquacious djinni introduced in Amulet of Samarkand (2003) and Golem's Eye (2004, 
both Hyperion/Miramax) is back, or, more accurately, he hasn't left in three years. While 
Bartimaeus retains all of his wit and wisdom, his essence suffers severely from lack of rest.
Nathaniel, now Information Minister, spends his time writing propaganda to bolster the 
common folks belief that England is winning its foreign wars and tracking down traitors 
within the government. Kitty Jones has gone into hiding, apprenticing herself to a magician
and learning enough from her master and through research to summon Bartimaeus herself.
When Nathaniel finds Kitty, the two of them and the djinni must use all their strength and 
cunning to defeat the most dangerous demons they have yet encountered, demons that 
take over the bodies of the government magicians. Ptolemys Gate is an exciting and 
eminently satisfying conclusion to the trilogy, footnotes and all. This time, readers learn 
more about Bartimaeuss past and his connection to the loinclothed boy whose likeness he
wears. Kitty's strength and intelligence shine through, and Nathaniel's inherent compassion
emerges from the mask of John Mandrake. This is a must-have for libraries that purchased
the first two books. For those that didn't, buy all three at once for readers who want 
something that is literate, entertaining, and exciting.

Description:
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Title: A Blizzard Year - Gretel Ehrlich

Grade
Level: 04-07

In diary format, 13-year-old Timmy records a difficult year for her and her family on their 
ranch in Wyoming. Each chapter begins with a brief poetic description of what the weather,
animals, and environment are usually like in that month. Then Timmy adds her personal 
account of what happened during the year when late blizzards took the lives of their calves
and threatened the livelihood of her family. The book is not all gloom and doom, though, as
Timmy shares stories of the dances, baseball games, and other festive events that are part
of her life. Her friends include Fermina, the daughter of their ranch hand; and Brandson, the
son of the banker who holds her family's future in loans. The book has lengthy descriptions
of the horses, cattle, and people on the ranch. Pencil drawings at the beginning of each 
chapter complement the descriptions. The story is a blend of old traditions mixed with a 
very modern solution to her family's near loss of their home. Timmy's introspection on the 
final page is worth reading for anyone facing a difficult time. The vivid depictions of rural life
make this a great read, particularly for libraries in cowboy country.

Description:

Title: The Goats - Brock Cole
Grade
Level: 04-07

Wimp, nerd, social retard some kids just naturally become scapegoats. Luckily an inner 
strength and an ability to survive sometimes surface, and these same scapegoats can 
confound their parents and acquaintances. Cole portrays this when fellow campers leave 
wimpy Howie Mitchell and ``real dog'' Laura Golden naked and scared on an island. When
counselors arrive looking for them, Howie misunderstands and fears the return of their 
tormenters. He forces non-swimmer Laura to hang onto a log and float to the mainland. 
Reaching the safety of a deserted cabin, and realizing that they can't face returning to 
camp, they plot their survival until Parent's Weekend, when Laura's mother will visit, 
offering hope of sanctuary. Cole manages to instill just the right amount of suspense in their
adventures through a potentially dangerous street kid, a cleaning woman who wants to turn
them in to the police, and a sheriff who eventually snags them. Neither Howie nor Laura are
initially likable kids, each either worrying or whining too much, but as they grow so does 
one's regard for them. The final distillation is a strong, well-blended story of modern day 
survival.

Description:

Title: Chasing Vermeer - Blue Balliett
Grade
Level: 05-09

The Westing Game, The Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler--how exciting to find a
book that conjures up these innovative, well-loved titles. That's exactly what Balliett does in
her debut novel, which mixes mystery, puzzles, possibilities, and art. The story is set in 
Chicago's Hyde Park neighborhood at the University of Chicago's Lab School, where 
Balliett was a teacher. There, outsiders Petra and Calder become friends as they try to find
out what happened to a missing Vermeer painting. That's really all the plot one needs to 
know. More important are Balliett's purpose in writing and the way she has structured her 
story. The former seems to be to get to children to think--about relationships, connections, 
coincidences, and the subtle language of artwork. To accomplish this, she peppers her 
story with seemingly random events that eventually come together in a startling, delightful 
pattern. The novel isn't perfect. It glides over a few nitty-gritty details (how did the thief nab 
the picture), and occasionally the coincidences seem more silly than serendipitous. 
However, these are quibbles for a book that offers children something new upon each 
reading. Adults who understand the links between children's reading and their developing
minds and imaginations will see this as special, too. Helquist, who has illustrated the 
Lemony Snickett books, outdoes himself here, providing an interactive mystery in his 
pictures.

Description:
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Title: A Wrinkle in Time - Madeleine L'Engle

Grade
Level: 04-07

Everyone in town thinks Meg Murry is volatile and dull-witted, and that her younger brother,
Charles Wallace, is dumb. People are also saying that their physicist father has run off and
left their brilliant scientist mother. Spurred on by these rumors and an unearthly stranger, 
the tesseract-touting Mrs Whatsit, Meg and Charles Wallace and their new friend Calvin 
O'Keefe embark on a perilous quest through space to find their father. In doing so, they 
must travel behind the shadow of an evil power that is darkening the cosmos, one planet at
a time. This is no super-hero tale, nor is it science fiction, although it shares elements of 
both. The travelers must rely on their individual and collective strengths, delving deep within
themselves to find answers.

A well-loved classic and 1963 Newbery Medal winner, Madeleine L'Engle's A Wrinkle in 
Time is sophisticated in concept yet warm in tone, with mystery and love coursing through 
its pages. Meg's shattering, yet ultimately freeing, discovery that her father is not 
omnipotent provides a satisfying coming-of-age element. Readers will feel a sense of 
power as they travel with these three children, challenging concepts of time, space, and the
triumph of good over evil. The companion books in the Time quartet, continuing the 
adventures of the Murry family, are A Wind in the Door; A Swiftly Tilting Planet, which won 
the American Book Award; and Many Waters. Every young reader should experience 
L'Engle's captivating, occasionally life-changing contributions to children's literature.

Description:

Title: Inkheart - Cornelia Funke
Grade
Level: 04-07

Characters from books literally leap off the page in this engrossing fantasy. Meggie, 12, has
had her father to herself since her mother went away when she was young. Mo taught her 
to read when she was five, and the two share a mutual love of books. Things change after
a visit from a scarred man who calls himself Dustfinger and who refers to Mo as 
Silvertongue. Meggie learns that her father has been keeping secrets. He can "read" 
characters out of books. When she was three, he read aloud from a book called Inkheart 
and released Dustfinger and other characters into the real world. At the same time, 
Meggie's mother disappeared into the story. Mo also released Capricorn, a sadistic villain 
who takes great pleasure in murdering people. He has sent his black-coated henchmen to 
track down Mo and intends to force him to read an immortal monster out of the story to get 
rid of his enemies. Meggie, Mo, Dustfinger, and Meggie's great-aunt Elinor are pursued, 
repeatedly captured, but manage to escape from Capricorn's henchmen as they attempt to
find the author of Inkheart in the hope that he can write a new ending to the story. This 
"story within a story" will delight not just fantasy fans, but all readers who like an exciting 
plot with larger-than-life characters. Pair this title with Roderick Townley's The Great Good
Thing (2001) and Into the Labyrinth (2002, both Atheneum) for a wonderful exploration of 
worlds within words.

Description:
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Title: Boy O'Boy - Brian Doyle

Grade
Level: 05-09

Doyle sets his story in the waning weeks of World War II. Martin O'Boy is an expert 
observer and narrator of the summer of 1945, focusing both on the ups and downs of his 
family and neighbors; news from the war; and the popular culture of the day, including 
Captain Marvel (who shares his name with Martin's friend Billy Batson). His naive voice 
mirrors the limited understanding of the book's prospective readers while adults will 
immediately see that the boy's presumptive mentor at his church is a sexual predator. 
Martin's world is believably real. Even the description of the sexual encounter seems like 
what a confused 11- or 12-year-old might say. Unfortunately, after Martin discovers that his
molester is moving on to Billy, the plot becomes not impossible, but unlikely. The two boys 
take their revenge on the man, an organist, by sabotaging his showpiece at a celebration of
the war's end. Later, Martin confesses what happened to him to a neighbor, just returned 
from the war, who immediately behaves as every boy would hope: the soldier confronts the
organist and threatens him if he ever approaches either boy again. Thus what has been an
adept and creepily believable tale edges into Captain Marvel land. Children will probably 
respond favorably to the "storybook" ending, but in a number of ways it trivializes what has
preceded it. A flawed, but still notable, novel.

Description:

Title: On the Run - 6 - Hunting the Hunter - Gordon Korman
Grade
Level: 04-07

Aiden and Meg Falconer have been all across country, looking for the man who framed 
their parents and sent them off to life in prison. Now they've found him -- and need to trap 
him before he gets away again. But it isn't going to be easy. Hairless Joe is a professional 
killer ... and he's not about to let two kids stand in the way of his freedom. It's the ultimate 
showdown -- and only one side can win.

Description:

Title: Camp X - Eric Walters
Grade
Level: 04-07

n Camp X, popular young-adult novelist Eric Walters shows the domestic side of the 
Second World War, telling the story of two young boys and their wartime adventures in 
Canada. Even though all the fighting was happening overseas, the two brothers realize that
another type of crucial struggle is taking place right under their noses. George, 12, and 
Jack, 14, live in the town of Whitby in rural Ontario. Their mother works in a munitions plant
nearby, and their father is fighting overseas. It's summer vacation, so the boys have plenty
of time on their hands, and Jack is typically leading George into trouble. While playing in 
the forest, they become lost and stumble across a strange military base, but are quickly told
by a soldier to leave and not return.

Driven by intense curiosity, the boys return to the base, where they're discovered again and
interrogated by the head of the camp, a lieutenant-colonel. They've wandered into a top-
secret spy training facility. They also learn that not all dangers in the war are overseas, and
that spies can lurk in the most unexpected places, even in their own town. With plenty of 
action and adventure and an authentic feel for the period, Camp X is a great read.

Description:
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Title: Alien Secrets - Annette Curtis Klause

Grade
Level: 05-09

Twelve-year-old Puck has been thrown out of school and must join her parents on the 
planet they are studying a year earlier than they intended. She knows she's in trouble. On 
the spaceship she meets her first alien, Hush. He's in trouble, too. The precious object he's
been entrusted to bring back to his people's home world has been stolen. He's tracked it 
down to the ship they're on. Puck decides to help him whether he wants her to or not-they 
needn't both go home in shame. But all of the passengers and crew seem to have secrets 
to hide, and on top of everything else, the ship is haunted. When a dead body is found and
Puck receives a threatening message, she begins to wonder if she'll make it to her 
destination alive.

Description:

Title: MacDonald hall - The Joke's on Us - Gordon Korman
Grade
Level: 05-08

The seventh fearlessly funny book in the Macdonald Hall series.

The Macdonald Hall campus is under siege: a practical joker is turning the swimming-pool
water blue, dressing up the statue of Sir John A. and sneaking extra soap into the 
dishwasher. Of course, all fingers are pointed at the usual suspects, Bruno Walton and 
Boots O'Neal. But wait — these guys are innocent! And they're going to have to prove it, 
before they get expelled.

Description:

Title: Rebound - Eric Walters
Grade
Level: 05-09

Sean, who had been in a lot of trouble in school the previous year, and David, who is in a 
wheelchair and very bitter, are forced together by the assistant principal, who mistook 
David's aggression for fighting between the two boys. In their growing friendship, the 
strengths of one compensate for the weaknesses in the other. This complex novel with a 
basketball metaphor is told through Sean's eyes; each eighth grader has problems from 
which he must "rebound" if he is to be able to cope successfully with events thrust upon 
him. Both of these adolescents are convincingly portrayed with raw emotions, an interest in
females, and a desire to play basketball. Both grow naturally from the events. David and 
readers learn without any moralizing about the challenges that a teen in a wheelchair faces.
Rebound is well written.

Description:
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Title: Red Kayak - Priscilla Cummings

Grade
Level: 06-09

In this satisfying crime and coming-of-age drama, a toddler drowns in a kayak accident 
after friends of teenage Brady, the victim's neighbor, vent some anger against the child's 
dad by drilling holes in the bottom of his craft. It was a mean-spirited prank--but no one was
supposed to die. What happens now? Revealing the terrible secret would implicate Brady's
friends in the drowning, and it clouds his whole world with guilt and fear. Cummings works 
plot and characterizations skillfully, building suspense as the evidence unfolds and as 
Brady wrestles with his decision and tries to come to terms with his own responsibility. 
Brady's eastern-Maryland surroundings and heritage (his father, a waterman, struggles to
make a living from crabbing) are also vividly evoked. Brady's ultimate decision is both 
anguished and well reasoned, making for a realistic conclusion.

Description:

Title: A Little Lower Than Angels - Geraldine McCaughrean
Grade
Level: 04-07

Gabriel, stonemason's apprentice, flees from a bestial master to play angel in a traveling 
miracle play troupe. Master Garvey stages a miracle cure hoax that has believing peasants
showering the ``angel'' with coins and gifts; then a mob of plague victims overwhelms the 
company and takes their money. A winter of healing and rest results in Gabriel's conviction
that he has found his profession. The main characters are vivid beings, and McCaughrean
sustains a pungent, disreputable atmosphere, interwoven with values of loyalty, honor, and
literacy. Somewhat easier to read, but in the tradition of Rosemary Sutcliff and Cynthia 
Harnett, . . . Lower than the Angels will illuminate the feudal era and challenge readers.

Description:

Title: Julie - Jean Craighead George
Grade
Level: 05-09

George continues the story begun in Newbery-award winning Julie of the Wolves 
(HarperCollins, 1974) with the young woman's return to her father's home in Kangik, 
Alaska. As she becomes reaquainted with Kapugen, she tries to accept the fact that he 
killed her beloved wolf Amaroq. She must also come to terms with her father's 
abandonment of some traditional Eskimo ways in order to help the local population survive,
his new wife (a white woman), and a new romantic interest of her own. Julie is no longer a 
loner; she, too, learns about being a part of a community, one that is struggling to exist in a
difficult and changing environment. But she also vows to protect the surviving wolves and 
move them to a place where they will not threaten her father's herd of musk-oxen. Although
there is purpose (nearing obsession) to Julie's actions, readers must pay attention to the 
frequent shifts in the location of the wolf pack and the all-important caribou, vital to both the
survival of the wolves and the village. As Julie seeks to move the pack leader, Kapu, and 
the other wolves closer to a food source, readers may sense some resemblance to the 
scenes of gaining trust in the earlier title and some may question Julie's interference with 
the natural order of things (an intervention she cannot possibly maintain). Still, the sense of
place and of a people is strong throughout. In the end, her father changes his philosophy 
from needing to kill the wolves to releasing his oxen into the wild, a conclusion that is a bit 
abrupt but thoroughly satisfying.

Description:
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Title: Al Capone Does My Shirts - Gennifer Choldenko

Grade
Level: 05-09

In this skillfully told novel by Gennifer Choldenko (Putnam, 2004), 12-year-old Moose 
Flanagan and his family move to Alcatraz Island in 1935, where his father gets a job in the
prison which housed such noted criminals as Al Capone and Machine Gun Kelly. Moose's 
older sister, Natalie, is severely autistic and his mother has been obsessed with getting her
"cured." She has been sent to a variety of schools and bizarre hospitals, none of which 
have helped, and their last hope is getting her into a school in San Francisco. Moose is 
given almost complete responsibility for his sister. Meanwhile, Moose is coping with his new
school, living in an isolated and strange place, and the warden's daughter, Piper, who 
always has a new money-making scheme. Juggling Natalie's daily moods, school work, 
yearning for Piper, and worry over his folks, Moose tries to please everyone. His greatest 
fear is that somehow he has caused Natalie's problem. Listeners learn a lot about Alcatraz
and what it was like for children to grow up on the Island. There is a lengthy author's note 
with extensive information that adds to the fictional tale.

Description:

Title: Skeleton Key - Anthony Horowitz
Grade
Level: 05-09

Fans of Horowitz's Stormbreaker (2001) and Point Blank (2002), and newcomers to the 
series alike, will not be disappointed with this rip-roaring escapade featuring the 14-year-old
spy. Trying to return to a "normal" life as a schoolboy after a mere four weeks since his last
MI6 adventure, Alex Rider is recruited right off the soccer field to check out some 
suspicious goings-on at Wimbledon. This assignment catapults him into a series of life-
threatening episodes, such as coming face to face with a great white shark, dodging bullets
as he dives off a burning boat, and being tied to a conveyor belt that is moving toward the 
jaws of a gigantic grindstone in an abandoned sugar factory. Soon the teen is single-
handedly taking on his most dangerous enterprise yet. His mission is nothing short of 
saving the world from a nuclear attack, engineered by the psychopathic and egomaniacal 
former commander of the Russian army. Alex is armed only with a few specially designed 
gadgets, which are disarmingly age-appropriate: a Gameboy that doubles as a Geiger 
counter, a cell phone whose aerial shoots out a drugged needle that is activated by 
pressing 999, a Tiger Woods figurine that doubles as a small grenade when its head is 
twisted just so. This page-turning thriller leaves readers breathless with anticipation. When
at last Alex returns home, his love interest, Sabina Pleasure, asks where he has been. 
"Well, I was, sort of- busy," he replies in a classic, understated, James Bond kind of way.

Description:
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Title: Bucking the Sarge - Christopher Paul Curtis

Grade
Level: 05-09

Luther's mother, "the Sarge," runs an empire of Flint, MI, slums and halfway houses, and 
has a loan-sharking business. At age 15, Luther manages one of her halfway houses, 
drives the residents around in a van with an illegal license, and readies the homes of 
evicted tenants for the Sarge's next desperate victims. In exchange, she puts his earnings 
in a college fund, threatens him into submission, and primes him to take over the business.
All Luther wants to do is win the school science fair, think deep thoughts, find some action 
for the vintage condom in his wallet, and do something honest with his life. Curtis tells the 
teen's story with his usual combination of goofy humor, tongue-in-cheek corniness, and 
honest emotion. Accordingly, Luther narrates the absurd, embarrassing details of his life 
with both adult sensitivity and teen crassness. The dialogue between Luther and Sparky, 
his "womb to tomb" best friend, is at turns hilarious and touching. The Sarge herself is so 
convincingly sharp-tongued, shrewd, and despicable that she's the novel's juiciest 
character. The plot unfolds slowly at first, and teens may lose patience with Luther's 
tendency to feel sorry for himself. However, once his confidence begins to build, the story 
keeps a quickening pace with his character arc. His final revenge on the Sarge is so deftly 
constructed and the novel's resolution so satisfying that it makes up for the occasional lag 
in the lead-up. Any teen who's ever wanted to stick it to the man (or woman) will love this 
story.

Description:

Title: The Star of Kazan - Eva Ibbotson
Grade
Level: 04-07

Abandoned as a baby, Annika is found and adopted by Ellie and Sigrid, cook and 
housemaid for three professors. Growing up in early-20th-century Vienna, she learns to 
cook and clean and is perfectly happy until a beautiful aristocrat appears and claims to be 
her mother, sweeping her off to a new life in a crumbling castle in northern Germany. 
Annika is determined to make the best of things, and it takes a while for her to realize that 
her new "family" has many secrets, most of them nasty. With the help of Ellie, Sigrid, the 
professors, and friends old and new, Annika escapes from a ghastly fate and learns to face
the truth about her relatives. Winding like a braid through this story is a mystery involving a
chest of worn costumes and junk jewelry left to Annika by an old woman she has 
befriended. This is a rich saga in the tradition of Frances Hodgson Burnett, full of stalwart 
friends, sly villains, a brave heroine, and good triumphing over evil. Annika's determination 
to do the right thing is both laudable and utterly frustrating, especially when readers realize
that her loyalty is misplaced. Almost every character is distinct, but the ones that stand out
are the "regular folk," individuals whose sense of decency propels them into amazing acts 
of courage. Vienna itself is colorfully portrayed, brimming with pastries, coffee, and dancing
Lipizzaner horses. An intensely satisfying read.

Description:

Title: Max the Mighty - Rodman Philbrick
Grade
Level: 04-07

There ought to be a law against churning out thoughtless sequels to great books. Max, 
introduced in Freak the Mighty (Scholastic, 1993), reluctantly runs away with Worm, the 11-
year-old stepdaughter of a delusional and abusive street character he calls "the 
Undertaker." Hitchhiking west in search of Worm's real father, thought to be living in 
Chivalry, Montana, they are picked up by a widowed ex-teacher called "Hippy-Dippy," who 
is traveling in a '70s-style, reconditioned school bus. Their ride is interrupted by a chance 
meeting with an unsavory pair of con artists who recognize Max as the young teen 
kidnapper for whom a $10,000 bounty is being offered; the youngsters then take off and 
continue their journey by hopping trains. With "the Undertaker" in hot pursuit, they make it 
to their destination, a ghost town haunted by a catastrophic mine cave-in. There, the police,
the Undertaker, Hippy-Dippy, and Max's grandfather are waiting for them.

Description:
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Title: Adrift in Time - John Wilson

Grade
Level: 04-07

Set in the present day, John Wilson's young adult novel  Adrift in Time explores the 
tensions in family life between parents and children. It also demonstrates how the new 
generation's knowledge of the family's past can ease those tensions. The novel opens with
Ian, a teenager, finding that he no longer enjoys spending his summer holidays at the 
family cottage on Mayne Island in British Columbia. He misses the fun of being with his 
friends in the city. Arguments with his father grow more and more frequent, and Ian feels 
that his dad refuses to see his point of view, always going on about the old days and long-
dead relatives. After one nasty argument, Ian takes off in his boat to assert his 
independence by rowing to the next island. But things go seriously wrong as the current 
sweeps Ian out to the open water of Georgia Strait. When night falls and rain begins to pelt
down, Ian recognizes that hypothermia is setting in. But even as hope fades, ghosts 
suddenly begin appearing. Led by Emily, Ian's great grandmother, a succession of long-
dead ancestors and local characters appear on the boat telling him their stories—the 
stories of pioneer life on the Gulf Islands—bringing understanding of his family and inspiring
Ian to persevere until dawn brings rescue.

Description:

Title: Murder on the Canadian - Eric Wilson
Grade
Level: 04-07

With the Hardy Boys as heroes and stars in his eyes, Tom Austen has a nose for 
adventure. He is investigating full throttle in Murder on the Canadian and mysterious dirty 
dealings keep him up nights in Vancouver Nightmare. Wilson clearly had curious readers 
with little time to spare in mind when he wrote these awesome escapades. The writing is 
punchy and leaves youngsters wanting more. They will be quickly drawn into the stories 
and will stick with them until the conclusions when the author and his alter ego, Austen, tie
up all the loose ends and see justice served. Short and sharp, these books are great for 
reluctant upper elementary and young adult readers.

Description:

Title: The Magic Circle - Donna Jo Napoli
Grade
Level: 06-09

A midwife-cum-sorceress known simply as the Ugly One narrates this riveting tale of how, 
tricked by the devil's minions, she lost her gifts for healing and was forced to become a 
witch. Escaping from the stake, where she is about to be burned, she ekes out a solitary 
existence in an enchanted forest--until she takes in two wandering children named Hansel
and Gretel. As she did in The Prince of the Pond , Napoli gives a classic fairy tale an 
entirely new twist, at the same time incorporating absorbing details about medieval religious
beliefs. The witch's "true" history as a devoted mother and pious servant of God renders 
her a compelling and entirely sympathetic figure, a heroine courageously fighting the evil 
spirits that have invaded her once-pure life. The Hansel and Gretel motif, carefully woven 
into the story, emerges as a surprise for the reader, albeit a surprise that has been fully 
prepared. The author's extraordinary craftsmanship and originality never flag, and even the
archetypically fiery ending for the witch acquires a new dimension. A YA novel of genuine
magic and suspense, this will captivate adults as well.

Description:
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Title: Shipwreck at the Bottom of the World - Jennifer Armstrong

Grade
Level: 05-09

When their ship, Endurance, became icebound in Antarctica and sank in 1914, Sir Ernest 
Shackleton and his 27 crewmen were 100 miles from land. Unbelievably, they all survived.
At first, the men played on the ice to kill time, but after Endurance sank, they took to their 
life boats, and spent a year and a half traveling over ice, water, and mountains to reach 
safety. Taylor Mali's narration of the book by Jennifer Armstrong (Crown, 1998) is riveting,
and his shifts from one accent to the next are effective and not at all distracting. The text 
moves from diary entries to explanations of how to read the sun, and the descriptions of the
terrain and weather are superb. This is a very effective presentation of not only how the 
disaster occurred, but of the toll it took on the crew and how they rose to the challenge.

Description:

Title: Jip His Story - Katherine Paterson
Grade
Level: 03-06

Abandoned as an infant, Jip West accepts his grim fate on a Vermont poor farm without 
question until a series of disturbing events changes his beliefs about himself and the people
around him. The turning point occurs when, in the year 1855, Jip (who has a gift for 
"handling beasts and residents") becomes caretaker of a lunatic brought to the farm. The 
boy's growing friendship with the mysterious, moody man called Put coincides with Jip's 
discovery that his mother was a runaway slave. Tension mounts when Jip's biological 
father, the master of a Southern plantation, arrives to retrieve his "property." Like 
Paterson's Newbery-winning Bridge to Terabithia and Jacob Have I Loved, this historically
accurate story is full of revelations and surprises, one of which is the return appearance of 
the heroine of Lyddie. While Jip's concerns provide insight into 19th-century society, his 
yearnings for freedom and knowledge are timeless. The taut, extremely readable narrative
and its tender depictions of friendship and loyalty provide first-rate entertainment.

Description:

Title: Where the Red Fern Grows - Wilson Rawls
Grade
Level: 04-07

Author Wilson Rawls spent his boyhood much like the character of this book, Billy Colman,
roaming the Ozarks of northeastern Oklahoma with his bluetick hound. A straightforward, 
shoot-from-the-hip storyteller with a searingly honest voice, Rawls is well-loved for this 
powerful 1961 classic and the award-winning novel Summer of the Monkeys. In Where the
Red Fern Grows, Billy and his precious coonhound pups romp relentlessly through the 
Ozarks, trying to "tree" the elusive raccoon. In time, the inseparable trio wins the coveted 
gold cup in the annual coon-hunt contest, captures the wily ghost coon, and bravely fights
with a mountain lion. When the victory over the mountain lion turns to tragedy, Billy grieves,
but learns the beautiful old Native American legend of the sacred red fern that grows over 
the graves of his dogs.

Description:
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Title: The High Seas Trilogy - Book 1 - The Wreckers - Iain Lawrence

Grade
Level: 04-07

The Wreckers by Iain Lawrence (Delacorte, 1998) is an adventure story in the tradition of 
Treasure Island and Kidnapped. Fourteen-year-old John Spencer is on his father's boat, 
when wreckers on the coast of Cornwall lure the ship onto their rocky shore with a false 
beacon. A 13-year-old girl, Mary, helps him to stay alive, find his father, and stop the 
wreckers from continuing these crimes. Both John and Mary are portrayed as equally brave
and capable. The narrator, Ron Keith, does an extraordinary job of portraying the several 
accents of the region, and his narration adds immeasurably to the atmosphere of the story.
At the same time, every word is always completely understandable. Listeners may have 
some trouble with the sailing terminology and want to consult a dictionary. The story is very
exciting, and somewhat graphic and violent, with many twists and surprises. Each chapter 
ends on a suspenseful note. This book will be especially interesting for middle school boys,
and could lead to an interest in books such as Treasure Island.

Description:

Title: The High Seas Trilogy - Book 2 - The Smugglers - Iain Lawrence
Grade
Level: 04-07

In Iain Lawrences's The Smugglers (Delacorte, 1999), set in Cornwell, England at the 
beginning of the 19th century, 16-year-old John Spencer and his father continue their 
adventures that began in The Wreckers (Delacorte, 1998). This time they are buying a new
trading vessel, the Dragon, and hiring a crew who lead them into danger. Reminiscent of 
Robert Louis Stevenson's Kidnapped, the main characters are caught in deception and 
intrigue. Encountering piracy aboard their ship, they use both wit and muscle to 
outmaneuver the deadly attempts on their lives.

Description:

Title: The Gramma War - Kristin Butcher
Grade
Level: 04-07

Twelve-year-old Annie Granville's world is in turmoil. Since her grandmother can no longer 
take care of herself, she is moving in with the family. Annie has to give up her room and 
share quarters with her older sister. Claire is a slob and has celebrity posters all over the 
walls, and has made it clear that she is not happy with the arrangement. Gramma is 
grumpy. She picks on Annie and smokes all day long while sitting in the living room staring
out the window. Then Annie's favorite teacher gets sick and is replaced by a substitute. On
top of it all, the reenactment group that she has been waiting two years to be old enough to
join folds because of a lack of members. Her substitute teacher sees a change in her 
behavior, reads her journal, and calls Annie's parents. After a conference, he suggests that
she join the Junior Genealogical Society. Annie and her friend Joel go to the meetings and
she gets involved in her family's history. With the help of her Gramma, the girl not only 
learns about her family, but also a bit more about the woman's past. This is a heartwarming
story about change in a young person's life and how she handles it with the love and 
support of her family.

Description:
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Title: The Wonderful Story of Henry Sugar and Six More - Roald Dahl

Grade
Level: 05-09

Seven tales of fantasy and fun "are told with the special wit, the unexpected twists that 
have made Roald Dahl's short stories and children's books so popular with readers of all 
ages."

Description:

Title: Sky - Pamela Porter
Grade
Level: 03-07

This simple tale elegantly showcases a girl's story of triumph over adversity. Georgia 
Salois, 11, lives with her grandparents in 1964 Montana, near a Blackfeet Reservation. 
After a spring of record rainfalls, a local dam bursts and a flood completely destroys the 
family's house and barn. Miraculously, the girl and her grandparents escape with their lives,
car, and a few meager belongings. They stay in a shelter and with Georgia's uncle until 
they can find a new home. While searching through the wreckage of their old homestead, 
Georgia discovers a foal that survived the flood, adopts her, and names her Sky. As the 
family struggles to put their lives back together, she learns that caring for the animal can be
a form of healing, too. Georgia tells her story in a straightforward manner. None of the 
harshness of her life is diminished, from the extent of the flooding to her difficulties in 
school to the prejudice the family experiences because of their Indian heritage. Lovely 
black-and-white illustrations bring the characters and events to life and add to the book's 
charm. For those interested in history or just a good story, this will fit the bill.

Description:

Title: Catherine, Called Birdy - Karen Cushman
Grade
Level: 05-09

This unusual book provides an insider's look at the life of Birdy, 14, the daughter of a minor
English nobleman. The year is 1290 and the vehicle for storytelling is the girl's witty, 
irreverent diary. She looks with a clear and critical eye upon the world around her, telling of
the people she knows and of the daily events in her small manor house. Much of Birdy's 
energy is consumed by avoiding the various suitors her father chooses for her to marry. 
She sends them all packing with assorted ruses until she is almost wed to an older, 
unattractive man she refers to as Shaggy Beard. In the process of telling the routines of her
young life, Birdy lays before readers a feast of details about medieval England. The book is
rich with information about the food, dress, religious beliefs, manners, health, medical 
practices, and sanitary habits (or lack thereof) of the people of her day. From the number of
fleas she kills in an evening to her herbal medicines laced with urine, Birdy reveals 
fascinating facts about her time period. A feminist far ahead of her time, she is both 
believable and lovable. A somewhat philosophical afterword discusses the mind set of 
medieval people and concludes with a list of books to consult for further information about 
the period. Superb historical fiction.

Description:
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Title: The Fighting Ground - Avi

Grade
Level: 05-09

The compelling story of a young boy's first encounter with war and how it changes him.Description:

Title: A Nose for Adventure - Richard Scrimger
Grade
Level: 03-07

Norbert, the nostril-dwelling alien who starred in The Nose from Jupiter (Tundra, 1998), is 
back, along with 13-year-old Alan, his former "host." Alan, who lives in Canada, is flying to
New York City to visit his father. He is convinced the plane is about to crash and his 
seatmate, Frieda, a 14-year-old girl who is on her way home, is alternating between making
fun of his clothes and accent and trouncing him at arm wrestling. When they finally land, 
Alan's Dad fails to show up at the airport and Frieda is nearly kidnapped by crooks who 
seem unusually interested in her wheelchair. Alan helps her escape and the two kids find 
themselves adrift in New York. In answer to Alan's cries for help, Norbert magically appears
on the scene; he has now taken up residence in the nostril of a street mutt. After a dramatic
trek across the city, the alien and earthlings uncover a crime ring masterminded by a shady
Egyptologist whose underlings have smuggled an artifact into the country by hiding it in 
Frieda's wheelchair, and Norbert tricks him into admitting his guilt. The pacing is lively and 
the dialogue is brisk and humorous, with Norbert's sarcastic comments adding spice. 
Familiarity with the first book is helpful but not necessary. Readers who like their science 
fiction mixed with a touch of whimsy will appreciate this Pinkwateresque story.

Description:

Title: Something Upstairs - Avi
Grade
Level: 05-09

A ghost story of redeeming social value: when 12-year-old Kenny Huldorf moves with his 
family to Providence, Rhode Island, he finds himself embroiled in the century-old murder of
a teenage slave named Caleb. Not only is Kenny haunted by the injustice of the murder, 
but also by the ghost of Caleb himself, who summons Kenny back in time to the early 19th
Century, where the boy must solve Caleb's murder to return to his own century. How Kenny
does this is the stuff of a somber and ambiguous conclusion upon which Avi intrudes 
himself as a character as he has earlier done at the book's beginning. Why Avi has chosen
to do this is debatableperhaps to reinforce the reality of the social issue, slavery, which 
drives the narrative. In any event, as a literary device it compromises an otherwise carefully
constructed tale, just as the too obvious employment of Caleb as both character and 
symbol tends to compromise his viability as a character. Nevertheless Something Upstairs 
is an intelligent and well-intentioned effort. It can provoke discussion of the issues 
articulated above as well as how, finally, violence visits the lives of both Caleb and Kenny 
and how Kenny, through choice and circumstance, may have become a slave himself.

Description:
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Title: Because of Winn-Dixie - Kate DiCamillo

Grade
Level: 04-07

Because of Winn-Dixie, a big, ugly, happy dog, 10-year-old Opal learns 10 things about her
long-gone mother from her preacher father. Because of Winn-Dixie, Opal makes new 
friends among the somewhat unusual residents of her new hometown, Naomi, Florida. 
Because of Winn-Dixie, Opal begins to find her place in the world and let go of some of the
sadness left by her mother's abandonment seven years earlier.

With her newly adopted, goofy pooch at her side, Opal explores her bittersweet world and 
learns to listen to other people's lives. This warm and winning book hosts an unforgettable
cast of characters, including a librarian who fought off a bear with a copy of War and 
Peace, an ex-con pet-store clerk who plays sweet music to his animal charges, and the 
neighborhood "witch," a nearly blind woman who sees with her heart. Part Frankie (The 
Member of the Wedding), part Scout (To Kill a Mockingbird), Opal brings her own unique 
and wonderful voice to a story of friendship, loneliness, and acceptance. Opal's down-home
charm and dead-on honesty will earn her friends and fans far beyond the confines of 
Naomi, Florida.

Description:

Title: Rescued by a Dog Called Flow - Pippa Goodhart
Grade
Level: 04-07

This engaging and sensitive look at the problems associated with dyslexia revolves around
main character Oliver, showing how the disorder adversely affects his school performance,
worries his parents, and makes him a target for school bullies. Flow, the puppy he's been 
hiding from his parents, is the only joy in his life; but when Oliver and Flow take part in a 
magnificent rescue, attitudes on all sides begin to change.

Description:

Title: The Book Without Words - Avi
Grade
Level: 05-09

At the dawning of the Middle Ages, Thorston, an old alchemist, works feverishly to create 
gold and to dose himself with a concoction that will enable him to live forever. The key to 
his success lies in a mysterious book with blank pages that can only be read by desperate,
green-eyed people. Master Bashcroft, enforcer of law and order for the city, desires 
Thorston's secrets for himself. Brother Wilfrid, a priest with green eyes, knows the dangers
of the book and seeks to retrieve it. To this mix add Odo, a talking raven, and Sybil, a poor
orphan girl whom Thorston has taken in as his servant, and you have an intriguing tale in 
which goodness ultimately triumphs. Avi's compelling language creates a dreary 
foreboding, a grim backdrop against which the characters work out their fate. The old city 
always seems enshrouded in nasty fog and disgusting odors. Thorston keeps consuming 
part of his life-giving formula and repeatedly appears to die before resuscitating as a 
younger person. This, plus the fact that after each "death" Sybil and the others bury him, 
only to have him tromp up the basement steps covered in grime, will surely keep readers 
turning pages. Odo's cleverness and cynicism make him a likable character, while Sybil's 
innate goodness will endear her to readers. Clearly this is a story with a message, a true 
fable. Thoughtful readers will devour its absorbing plot and humorous elements, and learn a
"useful truth" along the way.

Description:
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Title: A Series of Unfortunate Events-1-The Bad Beginning - Lemony Snicket

Grade
Level: 04-09

"If you are interested in stories with happy endings, you would be better off reading some 
other book." So cautions Snicket, the exceedingly well-mannered narrator of these two witty
mock-gothic novels featuring the misadventures of 14-year-old Violet, 12-year-old Klaus 
and infant Sunny Baudelaire. From the first, things look unfortunate indeed for the trio: a fire
destroys their home, killing their parents along with it; the executor of their parents' estate, 
the obtuse Mr. Poe (with a son, Edgar), ignores whatever the children have to say; and 
their new guardian, Count Olaf, is determined to get his hands on the Baudelaire fortune. 
But by using their individual gifts (Violet's for inventing, Klaus's for reading and researching
and baby Sunny's for biting) the three enterprising children thwart the Count's planAfor 
now. The author uses formal, Latinate language and intrusive commentary to hilarious 
effect, even for readers unfamiliar with the literary conventions he parodies. The peril in 
which he places the Baudelaires may be frightening (Count Olaf actually follows through on
his threats of violence on several occasions), but the author paints the satire with such 
broad strokes that most readers will view it from a safe distance. Luckily for fans, the woes
of the Baudelaires are far from over; readers eager for more misfortune can turn to The 
Reptile Room, for an even more suspenseful tale. Exquisitely detailed drawings of Gothic 
gargoyles and mischievous eyes echo the contents of this elegantly designed hardcover.

Description:

Title: A Series of Unfortunate Events-2-The Reptile Room - Lemony Snicket
Grade
Level: 04-09

"If you are interested in stories with happy endings, you would be better off reading some 
other book." So cautions Snicket, the exceedingly well-mannered narrator of these two witty
mock-gothic novels featuring the misadventures of 14-year-old Violet, 12-year-old Klaus 
and infant Sunny Baudelaire. From the first, things look unfortunate indeed for the trio: a fire
destroys their home, killing their parents along with it; the executor of their parents' estate, 
the obtuse Mr. Poe (with a son, Edgar), ignores whatever the children have to say; and 
their new guardian, Count Olaf, is determined to get his hands on the Baudelaire fortune. 
But by using their individual gifts (Violet's for inventing, Klaus's for reading and researching
and baby Sunny's for biting) the three enterprising children thwart the Count's planAfor 
now. The author uses formal, Latinate language and intrusive commentary to hilarious 
effect, even for readers unfamiliar with the literary conventions he parodies. The peril in 
which he places the Baudelaires may be frightening (Count Olaf actually follows through on
his threats of violence on several occasions), but the author paints the satire with such 
broad strokes that most readers will view it from a safe distance. Luckily for fans, the woes
of the Baudelaires are far from over; readers eager for more misfortune can turn to The 
Reptile Room, for an even more suspenseful tale.

Description:
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Title: Fish - L. S. Matthews

Grade
Level: 05-09

Tiger's Mum and Dad are aid workers in a remote unnamed country that has been 
devastated by drought, flooded by rains, and besieged by political conflict. The villagers 
have fled across a neighboring country's border as war looms. Tiger has just rescued a fish
from an evaporating pond-turned-puddle on the morning that his family and their Guide are
preparing to evacuate. So begins a staggering journey of indomitable odds across a hostile
land. The simple innocence of Tiger's first-person narration enriches this tale. His 
perspective reduces the insurmountable perils of war and famine into believing in a 
foreseeable future. The travelers' tenacious will and perseverance are dramatically 
emphasized against the threatening landscape. Tiger's care for Fish is instinctive and 
unfaltering. As water and supplies dwindle to nothing, there is never a question about 
saving the creature. To compromise its survival is to question the travelers' own. The pace 
is exciting and filled with crises and adventure. Readers learn to love and respect the Guide
and his faithful donkey for their skills in scaling the treacherous mountain paths. They will 
be compelled to read on, mystified, worried, ever watchful, and willing for a righteous 
triumph. This novel has multiple dimensions that balance hardship with unwavering faith 
and gives hope within the darkness. Graced by a child's vantage point, it is a story that 
celebrates the human spirit and inherent kindness.

Description:

Title: Tree Castle Island - Jean Craighead George
Grade
Level: 03-07

The Georgia swamp emits a siren's song to 13-year-old Jack, and he sets off alone in the 
canoe he made himself. When it has an untimely encounter with an alligator, Jack has the 
perfect excuse to camp in the Okefenokee and test the survival skills he's learned from his
Uncle Hamp. While there, a chance meeting puts his knowledge of himself and his family in
a whole new light. Jack's survival tale oozes with details of living off the land, from his 
attempts to gather terpene to his various methods of catching fish and building shelter. The
scenes describing the boy's self-sufficiency in the outdoors are reminiscent of Sam 
Gribley's in My Side of the Mountain (Turtleback, 1959). Jack's experience, however, is 
limited to a short time, and his skills are largely ready-made for his adventure. A subplot, in
which Jack meets a boy who turns out to be his twin and discovers that he is adopted, adds
a melodramatic twist that is uncharacteristic of the author. Offering the thrill of 
independence, an exploration of family and self, and a loving depiction of a specific chunk 
of nature, this novel will have wide appeal even if it is less magical than George at her best.
Despite a few loose ends, it's solid and worthwhile.

Description:

Title: The Tiger Rising - Kate DiCamillo
Grade
Level: 04-07

The Tiger Rising, the tale of 12-year-old Rob Horton who finds a caged tiger in the woods 
behind the Kentucky Star Motel where he lives with his dad. The tiger is so incongruous in 
this setting, Rob views the apparition as some sort of magic trick. Indeed, the tiger triggers
all sorts of magic in Rob's life--for one thing, it takes his mind off his recently deceased 
mother and the itchy red blisters on his legs that the wise motel housekeeper, Willie May, 
says is a manifestation of the sadness that Rob keeps "down low."

Something else for Rob to think about is Sistine (as in the chapel), a new city girl with fierce
black eyes who challenges him to be honest with her and himself. Spurred by the tiger, 
events collide to break Rob out of his silent introspection, to form a new friendship with 
Sistine, a new understanding with his father, and most important, to lighten his heart. This 
novel is about cages--the consequences of escape as well as imprisonment. The story and
symbolism are clear as a bell, and the emotions ring true.

Description:
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Title: Feather Boy - Nicky Singer

Grade
Level: 04-07

Robert Nobel is a misfit. Bespectacled and gangly at age 12 (his arms and legs are "like 
white string loosely knotted at the elbows and knees"), the self-confessed "class squit" is 
perfect bully bait, and the misery of his daily existence seems assured, until an arts project
at a local nursing home pairs him with Edith Sorrel, a truculent resident with a mysterious 
history. First, with Edith's encouragement, he makes a solo trip to the place that holds the 
key to her past the top-floor flat of spooky, derelict Chance House, where, it is rumored, a 
12-year-old boy plunged to his death decades ago. The flat contains nothing, just a few 
pigeon feathers. Edith next tells Robert the beginning of a folktale about a firebird and 
insists he make her a coat of feathers. When Robert learns that Edith is terminally ill, he 
becomes convinced that, if he can complete it in time, the coat will somehow save her life.
Singer, a British novelist making her YA debut, deftly builds tension as the various threads
of her story converge, tying together the secret of Edith's long-dead son, the significance of
the firebird story and other plot elements. Throughout, the writing soars, from the pitch-
perfect delineation of Robert's wry, self-deprecating voice to the change wrought in him as
he becomes "the sort of boy who can fly."

Description:

Title: Cool - Michael Morpurgo
Grade
Level: 04-07

Michael Morpurgo’s inspiring new story of Robbie, a boy in a coma – victim of a car 
accident. Locked inside his own head, able to hear but not move or speak, Robbie tries to 
keep himself from slipping ever deeper into unconsciousness.

Robbie, football fan and animal lover, runs after his dog, Lucky, one day when he chases a
cat and is hit by a car. Unconscious, Robbie lies in hospital, unable to speak, move or eat.
But he can hear; he is aware, even though his family and friends don’t know this. Inside his
head, we hear Robbie’s thoughts; on his mum and sister, why his parents are separated. 
His friends and family try desperately to reach him – even Zola, his favorite Chelsea player,
comes to see him. And still Robbie can’t ‘wake up’. Until one day, against the rules, Dad 
brings Lucky into the hospital. Can Lucky bring Robbie back to life?

Description:

Title: Under the Blood-Red Sun - Graham Salisbury
Grade
Level: 05-09

September, 1941 is a time of increasing confusion for Tomi Nakaji, 13, who lives on the 
island of Oahu. As if his gruff, stroke-slowed grandfather, who insists on waving his 
Japanese flag around the yard, isn't enough, he has to contend with Keet Wilson, the bully
next door. From a treetop, Tomi and his haole (white) best friend, Billy, witness in disbelief 
the bombing of Pearl Harbor. Tomi finds the horrors personalized as his father, a poor 
fisherman, and later his grandfather are arrested and his father's fishing partner is killed. 
Tomi assumes responsibility for the family honor and katama, or samurai sword. 
Racial/ethnic tension is subtly portrayed throughout the novel, but escalates following the 
Japanese attack- Tomi's mother loses her job as a housekeeper and Billy "disappears" for
awhile, though he returns as a loyal and helpful friend. Tomi faces his fears and becomes 
assertive enough to stand up to Keet without besmirching his family's honor and risks his 
life to see his imprisoned father. Character development of major figures is good, the 
setting is warmly realized, and the pace of the story moves gently though inexorably 
forward. While it may be a bit more aimed than pitched, the ending leaves readers 
confident that the Nakajis will survive.

Description:
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Title: Windcatcher - AVI

Grade
Level: 03-07

Tony Souza, 11, uses his paper route earnings to buy a 12-foot sailboat that he takes with
him when he spends part of the summer with his grandmother on the Connecticut shore. 
During his stay, he learns to sail and becomes intrigued by tales of buried treasure in the 
area. He and his grandmother learn more about the treasure, and he begins to piece 
together clues to its whereabouts. As he hunts, Tony encounters a couple who are illegally
diving for the treasure, and they warn him away from their boat with an attack on his 
sailboat. After being lost in a storm, he puts together the final clues only to be captured by 
the villains and then, predictably, rescued in the nick of time. While this brief novel begins 
with a 1777 shipwreck that precipitates the modern story, the events of past and present 
are too neatly drawn together. The characterization and suspense of Avi's The True 
Confessions of Charlotte Doyle (Orchard, 1990) are absent here. Even so, for readers in 
search of an accessible adventure story, this will provide satisfaction.

Description:

Title: Crash - Jerry Spinelli
Grade
Level: 05-09

A winning story about seventh-grade Crash Coogan's transformation from smug jock to 
empathetic, mature young man. In a clever, breezy first-person style, Spinelli tackles 
gender roles, family relationships, and friendship with humor and feeling. As the novel 
opens, Crash feels passionately about many things: the violence of football; being in 
charge; the way he looks in shoulder pads; never being second in anything; and the most 
expensive sneakers at the mall. Although a stereotypical bully, the boy becomes more than
one-dimensional in the context of his overworked, unavailable parents and the love he has 
for his grandfather, who comes to live with the Coogans and then suffers a stroke. It is 
because of his affection for Scooter that Crash comes to appreciate Penn Webb, a 
neighbor and classmate whom for years Crash has tormented and teased about his 
pacifism, vegetarianism, second-hand clothes, and social activism. Penn relentlessly offers
friendship, which Crash finally accepts when he sees Penn's love for his own great-
grandfather as a common bond. The story concludes as Penn, named by his great-
grandfather for Philadelphia's famous Penn Relays, wins the school race while the elderly
man looks on. Readers will devour this humorous glimpse at what jocks are made of while 
learning that life does not require crashing helmet-headed through it.

Description:

Title: Eagle Strike - Anthony Horowitz
Grade
Level: 05-09

Alex Rider, a 14-year-old secret agent who has worked for MI6--British military 
intelligence--returns for his fourth adventure. Vacationing in France with his girlfriend, 
Sabina Pleasure, and her parents, Alex spots Yassen Gregorovich, a known assassin, and
senses something isn't quite right. Before long, Sabina's journalist father is injured in an 
"accidental" bombing and Alex is thrown into another mystery that involves a devious 
scheme to annihilate the world. In this heart-racing novel, Horowitz combines fast-paced 
action with ingenious gadgets that Alex either has on his side or is forced to battle against.
The straightforward writing will appeal to a wide audience; the story is intricate enough to 
entertain older readers, but accessible to younger ones as well. For anyone who has 
enjoyed Alex's previous adventures, Eagle Strike will prove just as good if not better, and 
for those who haven't been introduced to this young spy, this book will certainly get them 
addicted and anxiously awaiting the next installment.

Description:
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Title: Who is Frances Rain - Margaret Buffie

Grade
Level: 05-09

It's going to be a long, hot summer for 15-year-old Lizzie. Normally a vacation at her 
grandmother's northern Manitoba cottage is the highlight of the year, but this summer the 
whole family is going along, including her new stepfather whom she detests. To escape the
family's bickering, Lizzie explores a nearby island, where she finds the remains of an old 
cabin and uncovers a pair of spectacles. When she tries on the old glasses she is surprised
to find herself watching a woman and girl from the past. Lizzie is determined to find out who
these ghosts are, and why they are appearing to her. Enlisting the help of her 
grandmother's teenage neighbour, Alex, she puts together clues about the ghosts' identities
and in doing so, finds a way to help her estranged family reunite. It's a compelling story, 
carrying young readers from the present to the past and back again.

Description:

Title: Samurai Shortstop - Alan Gratz
Grade
Level: 06-09

It is 1890, and 16-year-old Toyo Shimada is uniquely poised to witness the clash of old and
new ways in his native Tokyo. Emperor Meiji has instituted a series of radical reforms; one
of them requires that all samurai hang up their swords. In the hypnotic opening scene, Toyo
and his father assist as his Uncle Koji commits ritual suicide or seppuku. Toyo's father, 
Sotaro, is a scholarly samurai whose weapon has always been his ink brush, but he too 
has decided that he cannot live in this new Japan. He tells Toyo that once he has taught 
him the ways of bushido, or the warrior's code, he, too, will take his own life. Meanwhile, 
Toyo begins his studies at an elite high school where the hazing by the senior students 
makes the first-year students miserable. Eventually, the teen and his friends are able to 
stand up for themselves, and Toyo wins a place on the school's besuboro or baseball team.
His lessons in bushido include meditation, balance, and swordplay, and Toyo finds in 
baseball a way to make the connection between both modern and ancient, mental and 
physical. Gratz's concluding notes offer more on the period as well as sources for more 
information. This well-written tale offers plenty of fascinating detail, a fast-paced story, and
a fresh perspective on America's pastime. It should delight baseball fans and win a wide 
audience.

Description:

Title: Charlie Bone and the Blue Boa - Jenny Nimmo
Grade
Level: 04-07

Charlie's Uncle Paton has dashed off to try to stop the Yewbeam aunts' latest plan, but 
when Grandma Bone greets the arrival of Belle with delight, could this be what Paton left 
hoping to prevent? At Bloor's, Emma finds art teacher Mr Boldova is the brother of the 
mysterious Ollie Sparks, made invisible by the blue boa. Belle joins the more nastily 
endowed, and Charlie realises she is Yolanda, an evil shapeshifter who brought up 
Charlie's nasty aunts. She wipes Mr Boldova's mind, leaving only his rat, Rembrandt, to tell
Billy Raven what's happened. Soon Charlie will have to face the terrible sorcerer Skarpo 
again to free his friend.

Description:
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Title: The Family Under the Bridge - Natalie Savage Carlson

Grade
Level: 03-07

The story of a Parisian tramp, Armand, who finds a ready-made family to live with him 
under the bridge, was a Newbery Honor book when it was first published more than 30 
years ago.

Description:

Title: A Series of Unfortunate Events-4-The Miserable Mill - Lemony Snicket
Grade
Level: 04-09

This fourth book in the series about the Baudelaire orphans works fine as a stand-alone. 
The "poor little rich kids" lead lives filled with unhappiness, gothic horror, and melodramatic
despair. Here, the protagonists are sent to work in a lumber mill in Paltryville, where they 
are fed only a stick of gum for lunch and are forced to perform backbreaking labor. Their 
enemy, Count Olaf, is not far from the scene, and will certainly utilize any disguise to get at
the siblings' inheritance. Violet, Klaus, and Baby Sunny are responsible for their own fate 
and, as usual, they take matters in hand. This is for readers who appreciate this particular 
type of humor; it exaggerates the sour and makes anyone's real life seem sweet in 
comparison.

Description:

Title: A Series of Unfortunate Events-3-The Wide Window - Lemony Snicket
Grade
Level: 04-09

 In The Bad Beginning, things, well, begin badly for the three Baudelaire orphans. And 
sadly, events only worsen in The Reptile Room. In the third in Lemony Snicket's Series of 
Unfortunate Events, there is still no hope on the horizon for these poor children. Their 
adventures are exciting and memorable, but, as the author points out, "exciting and 
memorable like being chased by a werewolf through a field of thorny bushes at midnight 
with nobody around to help you."
This story begins when the orphans are being escorted by the well-meaning Mr. Poe to yet
another distant relative who has agreed to take them in since their parents were killed in a 
horrible fire. Aunt Josephine, their new guardian, is their second cousin's sister-in-law, and
she is afraid of everything. Her house (perched precariously on a cliff above Lake 
Lachrymose) is freezing because she is afraid of the radiator exploding, she eats cold 
cucumber soup because she's afraid of the stove, and she doesn't answer the telephone 
due to potential electrocution dangers. Her greatest joy in life is grammar, however, and 
when it comes to the proper use of the English language, she is fearless.
But just when she should be the most fearful--when Count Olaf creeps his way back to find
the Baudelaire orphans and steal their fortune--she somehow lets her guard down. Once 
again, it is up to Violet, Klaus, and Sunny to get themselves out of danger. Will they 
succeed? We haven't the stomach to tell you.

Description:
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Title: Ark Angel - Anthony Horowitz

Grade
Level: 05-09

Alex Rider is giving it up. Being a teenage secret agent is just too dangerous. He wants his
old life back. As he lies in the hospital bed recovering from a gunshot wound, he 
contemplates the end of his career with MI6, the British secret service. But then he saves 
the life of Paul Drevin, son of multibillionaire Nikolei Drevin, and once again he is pulled into
service. This time his mission involves eco-terrorists, rockets to space, maniacal killers, and
a less-than-idyllic tropical island. Is it all in a day's work, or will this truly be Alex Rider's last
mission? The action-filled plot develops quickly and keeps readers on the edge of their 
seats. The over-the-top characters, with their exaggerated quirks and personalities, work 
well in this James Bond-like novel. Detailed background, technical, and political information,
essential for any spy story, is uncomplicated and easy for most readers to understand. 
Though there are some references to previous missions, this title can certainly stand alone.
Recommend it to your reluctant readers and get ready for them to line up for the rest of the
series.

Description:

Title: From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler : E. L. Konigsburg
Grade
Level: 04-06

Claudia is bored. She's ready for a big change, but wants to make sure she does it with 
style. When she decides to run away, Claudia plans to be a runaway with specific goals: to
be comfortable, to be changed, and to be appreciated at home. She carefully appoints a 
partner (her younger brother), and selects a destination (The Metropolitan Museum of Art),
but there are some adventures you simply can't plan in advance. Claudia and her brother 
Jamie are soon embroiled in an artistic mystery even the experts can't solve, but 
discovering a solution to this puzzle might just help Claudia find the answer to her personal
quest.
Konigsburg's unique story, compelling style, and distinctive line drawings make this 
Newbery Medal-winner a book readers won't want to put down. Especially for children on 
the cusp of adolescence, Claudia's desire to be someone and her corresponding search for
identity will ring true for those searching for their true selves.

Description:

Title: The Spiderwick Chronicles - 3 - Lucinda's Secret - Tony DiTerlizzi
Grade
Level: 03-07

In The Seeing Stone, Jared made Thimbletack very angry when he lost his temper and 
stole the seeing stone from him. Poor Jared with his temper - it's always getting him into 
trouble. His temper has the family in discomfort now, as Thimbletack has gone from being a
friendly brownie to a menacing boggart once more. Mallory believes that everything ties 
back directly to the book, and she counsels firmly that they get rid of it, but Jared will have 
nothing of it! He claims the book as his own.
But the overriding question still exists: why do faerie creatures want this book? The all 
decide that the best person to ask is Aunt Lucinda, even though she's been rooted off to a 
looney bin. They decide to visit her, and indeed learn a great deal (and this is another 
scene where the authors flex their creative muscles, showing why - regardless of any 
comparisons to L.S. - they're in a league of their own), but also discover, much to 
everyone's dismay (and Jared's anger - he blames Mallory and is ready to fight her!) that 
Arthur Spiderwick's book is GONE.
They then find a note instructing them to bring the book to a certain location, but before 
reaching that location run into a Phooka who says things to them that, while seemingly 
senseless riddles, are most assuredly not. If the reader is careful and listens to what the 
Phooka says, and to what the Elves say when they meet them (for it was Elves who left the
note, asking for the book), they will see a potentially most exciting development.
Once again, a marvelous read, with brilliant illustrations.

Description:
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Title: The Sharing Circle - Theresa Meuse-Dallien

Grade
Level: 03-07

Matthew loves to play games with his friends and share his toys with them. But most of all 
he loves to share the special treasures that remind him of his First Nations culture. Perhaps
his favourite treasure is the medicine pouch that his grandfather made especially for him. 
This is where he keeps many of his other treasures, including the sacred herbs his mother
gave him. Matthew uses the herbs to remind him to be grateful for everything that nature 
gives us. Another special gift is the eagle feather from his father. Matthew knows that the 
eagle is a symbol of the spiritual strength of his culture. But there is one other gift that has a
special place in Matthew's heart. It is the dream catcher that Matthew gave to his friend 
Dustin to help him not have bad dreams. The Sharing Circle is a collection of seven stories
about First Nations culture and spiritual practices: The Eagle Feather, The Dream Catcher,
The Sacred Herbs, The Talking Circle, The Medicine Wheel, The Drum, and The Medicine
Pouch.

Description:

Title: Charlie Bone and the Time Twister - Jenny Nimmo
Grade
Level: 04-07

"When Henry Yewbeam is sent forward in time by his evil cousin, Zeke, his great-great-
nephew, Charlie Bone, tries to help him escape from Bloor's Academy. Charlie also has to 
try to prevent his evil Grandma and aunts from killing his uncle Paton, and from destroying 
the balance between good and evil at Bloor's. To do so, he needs help from his friends at 
school, endowed and non-endowed, and from friends he's made in the city. He uses his 
ability to listen to people in photographs and portraits in order to receive help from a now-
dead wizard named Skarpo, but as he's never actually entered a picture before, he's not 
sure if he can return."

Description:

Title: Midnight for Charlie Bone - Jenny Nimmo
Grade
Level: 04-07

When he is 10 years old, Charlie discovers that he is able to look at photographs and hear
conversations and even thoughts that were taking place at the time the photo was taken, a 
legacy of his ancestor the Red King, whose descendants all have different magical abilities.
Charlie hears one conversation that sets him on a search for a girl who has been missing 
for years, and when he begins attending Bloor's Academy, an elite boarding school for the 
rich and the endowed (as the Red King's descendants are called), his life becomes full of 
intrigue and danger. Charlie, his friend Benjamin, and other allies try to unlock the secrets 
of a mysterious case that could get the girl back, while the sinister Bloors and Charlie's 
ghastly relatives who are endowed try to thwart them. While the parallels with Harry Potter
are obvious, this fantasy has its own charms, chief among them being the endoweds' often-
odd magical abilities. The writing is deft, most of the characters are intriguing, and Charlie 
Bone is an appealing boy. The story is marred by some predictability, and the role of the 
endowed in this otherwise contemporary, unmagical society is not clear. Many aspects of 
the book are not fully thought out, making it less compelling than it might be. However, this 
is the first of a projected series, so it will be interesting to see if some of these vague points
are resolved.

Description:
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Title: Charlie Bone and the Castle of Mirrors - Jenny Nimmo

Grade
Level: 04-07

Charlie Bone is starting a new school year and once again there are unpleasant surprises 
in store for him and his friends at Bloor's Academy. Little Billy Raven has finally been 
adopted, but the sinister de Greys have other plans for Billy, and it is up to Charlie and his 
friends to find a way to save him. Nimmo once again delivers an exciting, plot-driven tale 
that is sure to please fantasy and adventure fans. This new chapter in Charlie's saga is full
of plot twists and thrills that will leave readers eagerly awaiting the next installment in the 
series. While the character development is a bit lacking, fantasy fans will enjoy the story.

Description:

Title: The Cannibals - Iain Lawrence
Grade
Level: 05-09

Readers in search of swashbuckling adventure, gripping plot twists, and hair-raising 
encounters will gravitate to this sequel to The Convicts (Delacorte, 2005). Set on the high 
seas during the 1820s, the story follows the adventures of Tom Tin and a handful of very 
bad and not-so-bad boys who are being transported from London to Australia to serve out 
their prison terms. The first of many outrageous coincidences is that, while Tom is a 
prisoner below decks, his own father is at the helm. But the hapless captain, who is being 
persecuted by the sinister, offstage Mr. Goodfellow, can't do much to help. Tom and his 
blind friend, Midgely, decide that they must escape and return to England to dig up the 
jewel that Tom has hidden. Unfortunately, a gang of cruel and vengeful boys comes with 
them. Every turn of the plot becomes more far-fetched as the boys encounter an Alexander
Selkirk-like castaway, a missionary's daughter (beautiful, of course), Komodo dragons, and
the cannibals. The mood is as much fantastic as it is Dickensian. There is a hard edge to 
the violence, but there are moments of humor and caring as well. Readers are well set up 
for a planned third book. A well-researched author's note gives a short history of convict 
transport to Australia and recounts the true story of Mary Bryant who, with 10 others, fled in
a small boat from Botany Bay to Timor, a distance of over 3000 miles. In that context, Tom
Tin's adventures seem a shade more plausible.

Description:

Title: The Shakespeare Stealer - Gary Blackwood
Grade
Level: 04-07

A Young Widge is an Elizabethan Oliver Twist with a talent for shorthand. Raised in an 
orphanage, he is apprenticed to an unprincipled clergyman who trains Widge to use a 
cryptic writing system that he's invented to pirate sermons from other rectors. Hired by a 
mysterious traveler, the boy is hauled off to London to attend performances of Hamlet in 
order to transcribe the script for another theater company. Naturally, all does not go 
smoothly, and in the course of trying to recover his stolen notebook, Widge goes to work at
the Globe, eventually donning a dress and wig to play Ophelia before the queen. The true 
identity of the mysterious traveler provides a neat twist at the end. As in Wild Timothy 
(Atheneum, 1987; o.p.) and several of his other books, Blackwood puts a young boy in a 
sink-or-swim predicament in alien territory where he discovers his own strength. It's a 
formula with endless appeal. Not only must Widge survive physically, but he must also find
his own ethical path having had no role models. When he is befriended by members of the
acting company, he blossoms as he struggles with moral dilemmas that would never have 
dawned on him before. Tentative readers might be put off by Widge's Yorkshire dialect, but
the words are explained in context. Wisely, much of the theater lingo is not explained and 
becomes just one more part of the vivid background through which the action moves. This 
is a fast-moving historical novel that introduces an important era with casual familiarity.

Description:
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Title: The Pinballs - Betsy Byars

Grade
Level: 04-07

"One summer two boys and a girl went to a foster home to live together"--the Newbery 
Medal-winning author chronicles their trials and tribulations in witty and poignant fashion.

Description:

Title: Sleeping Ugly - Jane Yolen
Grade
Level: 02-05

Set in some unknown kingdom, Sleeping Ugly is a short story about a beautiful, perfectly 
worthless and mean princess named Miserella, a plain-as-mud orphan named Jane, a fairy
in disguise, and an imnpoverished prince (the youngest son of a youngest son) named 
Jojo. This story takes the traditional tale of Sleeping Beauty and promptly sets it on its ear. I
received this book at age seven, and at age eighteen I still know the whole thing by heart. 
It's amazing that a book this short and this simply written can be so hilarious and filled with
such wonderful characters. There's even some morals included, and the illustrations are 
great.

Description:

Title: Superfudge - Judy Blume
Grade
Level: 03-07

In Peter Hatcher's tone of disbelief at the news of his mother's pregnancy, Blume 
accurately re-creates the melodramatic tone of a fifth-grade boy. In juxtaposition to Peter is
Fudge, his four-year-old brother. Blume's carefree prattle is right on target for him. Peter's 
account of Fudge's antics, a constant embarrassment to his family, will keep the listener 
amused. Elementary school fans will enjoy Blume's comic performance of typical family 
situations.

Description:
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Title: Toro! Toro! - Michael Morpurgo

Grade
Level: 04-07

A grandfather tells his grandson about the horrors of war in this story set during the 
Spanish Civil War. As a youngster, Antonito lived on a small farm outside the village of 
Sauceda. His father raised strong black bulls for the bullring, or corrida. The boy bonded 
with a newborn calf after its mother died, and in order to save it, he led Paco into the 
surrounding hills. While they were away, Franco's soldiers bombed the village. Leaving 
Paco behind, Antonito returned home, discovering the farm in flames. He escaped back 
into the safety of the countryside, but couldn't find the calf. Weeks later, suffering from 
hunger and exhaustion, he was found by his Uncle Juan, a Republican soldier, and nursed
back to health. While recuperating, he heard a tale of a large black bull that chased down 
Nationalist soldiers, and he hoped that it was Paco. Years later, after he dreamed that the 
creature rested next to him while he slept in the forest, he awakened to discover hoof 
marks of a massive bull in the still-warm grass. Morpurgo's action-filled novel packs an 
emotional punch. The author gradually reveals the historical information and narrates the 
tale with the careful detachment of someone relating a story so awful that he can hardly 
bear to tell it. Ideal for reluctant readers, this book focuses on the loss and grief that grows
out of times of war.

Description:

Title: The House With a Clock in Its Walls - John Bellairs
Grade
Level: 04-07

Lewis always dreamed of living in an old house full of secret passageways, hidden rooms,
and big marble fireplaces. And suddenly, after the death of his parents, he finds himself in 
just such a mansion--his Uncle Jonathan's. When he discovers that his big friendly uncle is
also a wizard, Lewis has a hard time keeping himself from jumping up and down in his seat.
Unfortunately, what Lewis doesn't bank on is the fact that the previous owner of the 
mansion was also a wizard--but an evil one who has placed a tick-tocking clock somewhere
in the bowels of the house, marking off the minutes until the end of the world. And when 
Lewis accidentally awakens the dead on Halloween night, the clock only ticks louder and 
faster. Doomsday draws near--unless Lewis can stop the clock!

Description:

Title: Belle Prater's Boy - Ruth White
Grade
Level: 05-09

There's a mystery at the heart of this lyrical novel for young adults: what really happened to
Belle Prater, the aunt of 12-year-old Gypsy Arbutus Leemaster? When Gypsy's cousin, 
Belle's son Woodrow, comes to live in tiny Coal Station, Virginia, he sets off a chain of 
events that precipitates a solution to this enigma, as well as the mystery of Gypsy's own 
father's death seven years earlier. Ruth White's characters, particularly the cross-eyed, 
brilliant Woodrow, are sharply drawn, and the small-town life of rural Virginia is wonderfully
described.

Description:
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Title: Pinocchio - Carlo Collodi

Grade
Level: 03-07

Librarians are often faced with the dilemma of adult patrons who frequently request this 
book for their children, expecting the Disney version, and, when given the original, reject it
as too frightening. But the original version is filled with events which are considered 
frightening fare; it has frequent violent turns of fate and a jerky, wild plot. This newest 
version will probably come close to a happy medium between Pinocchio as he really is and
as people want him to be. Both illustrations and text emphasize the buoyant, irresistible, 
and innocent verve of Pinocchio, who is never deterred by the often morbid events around
him. The full-color illustrations, both full- and half-page, mostly feature Pinocchio, who here
is a cute little marionette with a faint resemblance to his Disney doppelganger.

Description:

Title: Septimus Heap - 1 - Magyk - Angie Sage
Grade
Level: 05-08

A wide cast of characters battle the forces of Darke Magyk in a well-realized world of 
fantasy. At birth, Septimus Heap is carried away for dead, and his father, Silas Heap, is 
entrusted with a baby girl. When the villainous Supreme Custodian tries to assassinate the
now 10-year-old Jenna, who, it turns out, is the daughter of the murdered queen, the girl 
flees to the Marram Marshes along with some family members, the ExtraOrdinary Wizard, 
and a young army guard known only as "Boy 412." Pursued by the servants of the 
Necromancer DomDaniel, and aided by an engaging array of magical beings, they finally 
prevail in a satisfying and fairly exciting conclusion. Despite the hefty length, the novel is 
quite easy to follow. Many creative magical elements, such as the deliciously repulsive 
Magogs, add to the fun. Frequent point-of-view shifts give a well-rounded picture of the 
multiple plot threads and add many opportunities for light humor. On the other hand, with so
many characters represented, it's hard to feel strong empathy for any of them. Jenna, the 
Queenling, and Boy 412, in particular, nearly emerge as full-blooded individuals at times, 
but neither quite stands out as an engaging hero. Villains are well drawn and varied, and 
most are more comical than truly menacing. The ease with which a once-formidable enemy
like the Hunter is finally dispatched, however, detracts a bit from the eventual triumph of the
protagonists. Overall, this is a fine choice for fantasy readers looking to delve into a new 
world with lots of magic, plenty of action, and a few neat surprises.

Description:

Title: Septimus Heap - 2 - Flyte - Angie Sage
Grade
Level: 05-08

Septimus Heap, Apprentice to the ExtraOrdinary Wizard, is back in this sequel to Magyk 
(HarperCollins, 2005). The defeated, but not destroyed, DomDaniel is still bent on ruling the
Castle as ExtraOrdinary Wizard by removing Jenna, the rightful heir to the throne. This time
it's Simon Heap who, as the necromancer's new Apprentice, pursues Jenna through both 
new and familiar territory. Meanwhile, a sinister plot unfolds at the Castle to banish the 
current ExtraOrdinary Wizard, Marcia Overstrand, by means of a Darke Shadow that 
follows her around and grows ominously more visible by the day. Readers will find 
themselves quickly immersed in this imaginative world, moving from one well-crafted 
adventure to another at a suspenseful pace. While some intricacies of the plot may be lost
due to the ungainly cast of characters (listed at the end of the book), others are simply not 
logical, such as when the good characters allow Simon to escape without so much as a 
second thought despite his many attempts to murder them. This seems to be an obvious 
lead-in to the next book in the series, though other questions surrounding Jenna's parents
will nag at readers' minds. Those who have been waiting for Flyte to see Septimus Heap 
grow into his role as Apprentice will not be disappointed and are likely to return for more.

Description:
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Title: Terror at Turtle Mountain - Penny Draper

Grade
Level: 04-07

The action is palpable and swift in this gripping adventure set in 1903. Nathalie Vaughan, 
13, and her mother live in the Northwest Territory of Canada. Many townspeople work in 
the mine at Turtle Mountain. One morning, Nathalie is jolted awake by a rock slide that 
buries part of the town and its inhabitants, and also traps a group of miners inside the 
mountain. She and others work frantically to find survivors, and the teen heroically saves a
baby. In addition to a description of her part in the rescue, there are perspectives from the 
trapped miners and from a railroad worker trying to stop an oncoming train. Readers are 
not spared the terror and impact of the rock slide, and the protagonist must wrestle with the
horror that she has witnessed. An author's note contains information about and 
photographs of the real incident on which the story is based. Fans of the Dear America and
My Name Is America series (both Scholastic) will appreciate this remarkable tale of 
survival.

Description:

Title: Coraline - Neil Gaiman
Grade
Level: 05-08

Coraline lives with her preoccupied parents in part of a huge old house--a house so huge 
that other people live in it, too... round, old former actresses Miss Spink and Miss Forcible 
and their aging Highland terriers ("We trod the boards, luvvy") and the mustachioed old 
man under the roof ("'The reason you cannot see the mouse circus,' said the man upstairs,
'is that the mice are not yet ready and rehearsed.'") Coraline contents herself for weeks 
with exploring the vast garden and grounds. But with a little rain she becomes bored--so 
bored that she begins to count everything blue (153), the windows (21), and the doors (14).
And it is the 14th door that--sometimes blocked with a wall of bricks--opens up for Coraline 
into an entirely alternate universe. Now, if you're thinking fondly of The Lion, the Witch, and
the Wardrobe or Alice's Adventures in Wonderland, you're on the wrong track. Neil 
Gaiman's Coraline is far darker, far stranger, playing on our deepest fears. And, like Roald
Dahl's work, it is delicious.

What's on the other side of the door? A distorted-mirror world, containing presumably 
everything Coraline has ever dreamed of... people who pronounce her name correctly (not 
"Caroline"), delicious meals (not like her father's overblown "recipes"), an unusually pink 
and green bedroom (not like her dull one), and plenty of horrible (very un-boring) marvels, 
like a man made out of live rats. The creepiest part, however, is her mirrored parents, her 
"other mother" and her "other father"--people who look just like her own parents, but with 
big, shiny, black button eyes, paper-white skin... and a keen desire to keep her on their side
of the door. To make creepy creepier, Coraline has been illustrated masterfully in scritchy, 
terrifying ink drawings by British mixed-media artist and Sandman cover illustrator Dave 
McKean. This delightful, funny, haunting, scary as heck, fairy-tale novel is about as fine as 
they come. Highly recommended.

Description:
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Title: Ice Drift - Theodore Taylor

Grade
Level: 03-07

Taylor jumps headlong into this page-turning tale of survival set in the Arctic in 1868. Inuit 
brothers Alika, 14, and Sulu, 10, are seal hunting with their family's dog team when the ice
shelf they are on is rammed by an iceberg and detached from their island. As the floe 
begins drifting south, the boys free all but one of the dogs to swim to the mainland and run
home. Thus warned, their father attempts to find them but is unsuccessful. In the meantime,
Alika builds an iglu and hunts. The boys fight the frigid weather, are menaced by a bear, 
and try to keep their spirits up while wondering if they will ever return home. Six months 
pass before they see another human. Taylor unobtrusively works an enormous amount of 
historical and cultural material into the narrative, using the boys' conversations as a primary
tool of conveyance. Alika's answers to his fretful brother's questions supply readers with 
information, and his skills in utilizing every bit of the slain seals display how assiduously the
Inuit make use of their environment. Religious beliefs are reflected in Alika's explanations, 
thoughts, and actions. Animal lovers will enjoy the close relationship the boys have with 
their remaining dog. While perhaps not a classic like The Cay (HarperCollins, 1976), Ice 
Drift is nevertheless a masterful and detailed look into a culture unfamiliar to most 
Americans, a gripping adventure, and a moving depiction of brotherly love.

Description:

Title: Abduction - Peg Kehret
Grade
Level: 04-07

Matt, a kindergartener, meets his 13-year-old half sister every day after school for the ride 
home. When he fails to show up, Bonnie immediately notifies his teacher and principal, and
a full-scale search ensues. Even though Matt has been taught "stranger danger," he is 
lured into the kidnapper's car with his own dog, stolen from his house. The kidnapper is the
boy's father, whom he has never met, and who tells Matt that his mother and sister are 
dead. So even though the boy knows his phone number, he doesn't try to call. The story 
portrays a kidnapper's determination and the ease with which a child can be swayed by a 
stranger despite years of teaching. The novel also does a good job of incorporating 
modern-day search techniques, such as an Amber Alert, and explaining their use. The plot
stretches a bit when Bonnie spots her brother at a Seattle Mariners game, but it does make
for a suspenseful ending as she also becomes a victim. The story is resolved happily but 
with a twist showing the remorse of the people who could have helped along the way but 
didn't for various reasons. This novel has enough suspense to keep children interested, 
and it will also appeal to reluctant readers.

Description:

Title: Snakehead - Anthony Horowitz
Grade
Level: 05-09

What goes up must come down, and when we last saw Alex Rider, he was as up as can be
—in outer space. When he crash lands off the coast of Australia, the Australian Secret 
Service recruits him to infiltrate one of the ruthless gangs operating across South East Asia.
Known as snakeheads, the gangs smuggle drugs, weapons, and worst of all, people. Alex
accepts the assignment, in part for the chance to work with his godfather and learn more 
about his parents. What he uncovers, however, is a secret that will make this his darkest 
and most dangerous mission yet . . . and that his old nemesis, Scorpia, is anything but out
of his life.

From the slums of Bangkok to the Australian Outback to the middle of the Timor Sea, 
Snakehead is Alex Rider’s most action-packed adventure yet.

Description:
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Title: Home Child - Barbara Haworth-Attard

Grade
Level: 07-09

Canadian Book Review Annual
"Adults and children alike will be moved by this poignant and simply told story. Highly 
recommended."

Description:

Title: Eye of the Crow - Shane Peacock
Grade
Level: 05-09

Sherlock Holmes, just thirteen, is a misfit. His highborn mother is the daughter of an 
aristocratic family, his father a poor Jew. Their marriage flouts tradition and makes them 
social pariahs in the London of the 1860s; and their son, Sherlock, bears the burden of their
rebellion. Friendless, bullied at school, he belongs nowhere and has only his wits to help 
him make his way.

But what wits they are! His keen powers of observation are already apparent, though he is
still a boy. He loves to amuse himself by constructing histories from the smallest detail for 
everyone he meets. Partly for fun, he focuses his attention on a sensational murder to see 
if he can solve it. But his game turns deadly serious when he finds himself the accused — 
and in London, they hang boys of thirteen.

Shane Peacock has created a boy who bears all the seeds of the character who has 
mesmerized millions: the relentless eye, the sense of justice, and the complex ego. The 
boy Sherlock Holmes is a fascinating character who is sure to become a fast favorite with 
young readers everywhere.

Description:

Title: The Time Hackers - Gary Paulsen
Grade
Level: 04-07

This fast-paced story talks of far-fetched ideas in seemingly ordinary terms, giving 
somewhat rational explanations for using laptops to travel through time. Dorso, 12, finds 
himself the brunt of time-travel-related practical jokes - he discovers dead bodies in his 
school locker, has a strange encounter with Beethoven, and watches as a woolly mammoth
appears out of nowhere and throws his pal Frank across the yard. The boys try to figure out
what is going on, and soon realize that the incidents are related to Dorso's laptop. When 
they start unexpectedly jumping back into history, they encounter two time travelers who 
are playing games with the historical time line through the use of a special chip implanted in
their computers. One man tries to change the past, while the other attempts to stop him. 
The boys theorize that the chip must have also been implanted in Dorso's computer; that's
how they get pulled into the game. However, the mystery is not completely solved until they
encounter the engineer who designed the chip. The main characters come across as 
believable individuals - one boy is serious and the other wants to use time travel for 
"anatomical studies" (viewing naked women). The story should appeal to fans of Paulsen's
The Transall Saga (Delacorte, 1998), as well as computer-game fans and reluctant 
readers.

Description:
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Title: The Case of the Missing Marquess - Nancy Springer

Grade
Level: 03-07

In what is hopefully the start of an exciting new series, Missing Marquess features the 
intriguing, much younger sister of Sherlock and Mycroft Holmes. Enola was a late-life baby,
causing something of a scandal in society. Her rather vague mother is a 64-year-old widow
who disappears on Enolas 14th birthday. It takes the girl a short time to realize that her 
mother left her some ciphers that indicate why she went away and how she is faring. The 
teen reluctantly enlists the services of her adult brothers, who quickly determine that Lady
Holmes has been padding the household accounts for years. When they decide that their 
sister belongs at a boarding school, Enola escapes and heads for London dressed as a 
widow. There she is able to solve a mystery involving the disappearance of young Viscount
Tewksbury. She decides to stay in the city, adopting a number of disguises, and become a
Perditorian, or finder of lost things or people. Springer focuses a great deal on the 
restrictions placed on Victorian females by showing how unusual Enolas bravery and 
common sense are, even as she often struggles with conventional reactions. She wants her
brothers affection, or indeed anyones, but knows that a socially accepted life will strictly 
limit her freedom and learning. Enolas loneliness, intelligence, sense of humor, and sheer 
pluck make her an extremely appealing heroine who hopefully will one day find the affection
for which she so desperately longs.

Description:

Title: Are You There, God It's Me, Margaret - Judy Blume
Grade
Level: 03-07

If anyone tried to determine the most common rite of passage for preteen girls in North 
America, a girl's first reading of Are You There God? It's Me, Margaret would rank near the
top of the list. Judy Blume and her character Margaret Simon were the first to say out loud 
(and in a book even) that it is normal for girls to wonder when they are ever going to fill out 
their training bras. Puberty is a curious and annoying time. Girls' bodies begin to do 
freakish things--or, as in Margaret's case, they don't do freakish things nearly as fast as 
girls wish they would. Adolescents are often so relieved to discover that someone 
understands their body-angst that they miss one of the book's deeper explorations: a young
person's relationship with God. Margaret has a very private relationship with God, and it's 
only after she moves to New Jersey and hangs out with a new friend that she discovers that
it might be weird to talk to God without a priest or a rabbi to mediate. Margaret just wants to
fit in! Who is God, and where is He when she needs Him? She begins to look into the cups
of her training bra for answers ...

Description:

Title: Who Stole the Wizard of OZ - Avi
Grade
Level: 03-07

One of Newbery Honor author Avi's most popular middle-grade mysteries is available in 
paper once again. The mystery revolves around a rare edition of The Wizard of Oz missing
from the local library. When Becky is accused of stealing it, she and her twin brother Toby 
set out to catch the real thief and prove her innocence. Clues cleverly hidden in four other 
books lead to a hidden treasure—and a gripping adventure.

Description:
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Title: My Teacher Flunked the Planet - Bruce Coville

Grade
Level: 03-07

Peter Thompson, a typical seventh-grader, finds himself touring the planet with his friends
Susan Simmons and Duncan Dougal, and three aliens in disguise!

Their mission? To file the final report that will determine Earth's future in the universe.

As the clock ticks away the hours before their meeting in space, the tour becomes weirder
and weirder. The three friends come face-to-face with a plague of poots and "Big Julie" -- 
the weirdest alien yet!

Meanwhile Peter discovers a secret that was hidden for decades. Will his discovery save 
Earth, or isi it already too late to stop the aliens from destroying the planet?

Description:

Title: Max and Me and the Time Machine - Gery Greer and Bob Ruddick
Grade
Level: 04-07

Steve and Max are best friends, which is a good thing, because otherwise Max might have
killed Steve by now. Who could get away with convincing you to eat a dog treat, if not your
best friend? So when Steve comes to the clubhouse with a $2.50 time machine, Max isn't 
surprised. He doesn't take it seriously, but he's not surprised at all. After some explaining, 
he agrees to go with Steve to the year 1250... even if the contraption doesn't look like it's 
going to go anywhere. When Steve thinks Max is getting cold feet, he flips the switch before
Max knows what's going on and they find themselves in the bodies of Sir Robert, a 
medieval knight, and his horse!

Stunned that it worked, thrilled with their success, the boys learn how things work in the 
Middle Ages. From quack doctors with potions to romance with an Earl's daughter, they're 
enjoying themselves quite a bit. Now all they have to do is hope the time machine brings 
them back before one of them is killed!

This is the kind of book that could easily translate into a series, with the boys travelling 
through time. Since the inventor of their machine, Professor Flybender, went off in search 
of Atlantis, never to return, there's a story to be told there - and if they tell it, I'll read it!

Description:

Title: The Midnight Library - The Cat Lady - Damien Graves
Grade
Level: 04-07

Chloe never quite believed her friends' stories about the Cat Lady. But when a dare goes 
horribly wrong, she finds out that the truth is more terrifying than anyone had ever 
imagined. . . . Plus, two more terrible tales. Think happy thoughts. You've entered a scary 
place. Welcome to The Midnight Library.

Description:

161Page



WYNN Books
Title: Airman - Eoin Colfer

Grade
Level: 05-09

Conor Broekhart was born to fly. In fact, legend has it that he was born flying in a hot air 
balloon at the world's fair.

In the 1890's Conor and his family live on the sovereign Saltee Islands, off the Irish coast.
Conor spends his days studying the science of flight with his tutor and exploring the castle
with the king's daughter, Princess Isabella.

But the boy's idyllic life changes forever the day he discovers a conspiracy to overthrow the
king. When Conor tries to expose the plot, he is branded a traitor and thrown into jail on the
prison island of Little Saltee. There, he has to fight for his life as he and the other prisoners
are forced to mine for diamonds in inhumane conditions.

There is only one way to escape Little Saltee, and that is to fly. So he passes the solitary 
months by scratching drawings of flying machines into the prison walls. The months turn 
into years, but eventually the day comes when Conor must find the courage to trust his 
revolutionary designs and take to the skies.

Description:

Title: Feathers - Jacqueline Woodson
Grade
Level: 05-09

"Stepped through that door white and softly as the snow," notes sixth-grader Frannie, on 
the arrival of a pale, long-haired boy to her predominantly black middle school on a winter 
day in 1971. He is dubbed the Jesus Boy by the class rowdy, and the name seems to suit 
the newcomer's appearance and calm demeanor. Frannie is confused, not only by 
declarations that he's NOT white, but that her friend Samantha, daughter of a conservative
Baptist minister, also seems to believe that he is Jesus. In light of this and other surprises 
in her life, Frannie questions her own faith and, most of all, the meaning of the Emily 
Dickinson poem that she is studying in class, "Hope is a thing with feathers/that perches in 
the soul/…." How does she maintain hope when her newly pregnant mother has lost three
babies already? She also worries about her deaf older brother, Sean, who longs to be 
accepted in the hearing world. She sees the anger in the bully intensify as he targets Jesus
Boy. With her usual talent for creating characters who confront, reflect, and grow into their 
own persons, Woodson creates in Frannie a strong protagonist who thinks for herself and 
recognizes the value and meaning of family. The story ends with hope and thoughtfulness
while speaking to those adolescents who struggle with race, faith, and prejudice. They will 
appreciate its wisdom and positive connections.

Description:

Title: Septimus Heap 3 - Physik - Angie Sage
Grade
Level: 05-08

 When Silas Heap unSeals a forgotten room in the Palace, he releases the ghost of a 
Queen who lived five hundred years earlier. Queen Etheldredda is as awful in death as she
was in life, and she's still up to no good. Her diabolical plan to give herself everlasting life 
requires Jenna's compliance, Septimus's disappearance, and the talents of her son, 
Marcellus Pye, a famous Alchemist and Physician. And if Queen Etheldredda's plot 
involves Jenna and Septimus, then it will surely involve Nicko, Alther Mella, Marcia 
Overstrand, Beetle, Stanley, Sarah, Silas, Spit Fyre, Aunt Zelda, and all of the other wacky,
wonderful characters that made magyk and flyte so memorable.

With heart-stopping action and a dash of humor, Angie Sage continues the fantastical 
journey of Septimus Heap.

Description:
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Title: Elizabeth: Bless This House "Our Canadian Girl" - Anne Laurel Carter

Grade
Level: 04-07

The third of the Our Canadian Girl series to be set in the Maritimes, Anne Laurel Carter's 
Elizabeth: Bless This House tells the story of the 18th-century expulsion of the Acadians 
from the perspective of the daughter of one of the New England "Planters" invited to settle 
the Acadians' land. As this tightly written novella begins, Elizabeth is upset about her 
parents' decision to sell their farm and move to Nova Scotia. Not only is she sad to leave 
her home, but she keeps dreaming of a fire in a tiny log cabin with a thatched roof. When 
she realizes that the burning house of her dreams is the original Acadian homestead on her
family's new property, and then later, when she meets an Acadian girl, Elizabeth's 
misgivings about being a Planter deepen.

Elizabeth: Bless This House explores the history of Acadia while offering some of the 
rewards of a longer novel, including a rivalry with a cloyingly perfect daughter from another
Planter family. Although the condensed scope of the Our Canadian Girl series prevents 
Carter from developing her characters as fully as she might, Elizabeth's evolving sense of 
social justice is nicely rendered.

Description:

Title: Stonewords A Ghost Story - Pam Conrad
Grade
Level: 04-09

In a cemetery on an island off the northern coast of America, Zoe's unstable mother weeps
for the dead, while Zoe stares at a gravestone with a single legible inscription: her own 
name. This scene sets the mood for an eerie and gripping time fantasy by a talented writer.
Zoe tells her story, beginning when she is five and comes to live with her devoted, nurturing
grandparents. She immediately discovers that their 19th-century house is haunted by Zoe 
Louise, a beautiful child dressed in old-fashioned clothes, eagerly anticipating her eleventh
birthday party. Zoe Louise becomes Zoe's beloved playmate, invisible to grownups. 
Stonewords shares many devices with Philippa Pearce's Tom's Midnight Garden 
(Lippincott, 1984); comparison of the two books could stimulate a fascinating literary 
discussion. Conrad's Eden of backyard and playhouse becomes sinister when Zoe's 
mother appears and takes Zoe into the woods, where a bank of roses marks the border of 
an earlier garden. The roses were planted 100 years ago, Zoe's mother says, by a mother
whose daughter Zoe died on her eleventh birthday and now lies buried in the cemetery. 
Then Zoe Louise turns spectral, decaying before her playmate's eyes, and the modern Zoe
is impelled into the past, where she finds herself locked in a struggle with fate, her best 
friend's life at stake. Conrad's oblique evocation of horror is as intense as her portrayal of 
madness in Prairie Songs (Harper, 1985). The spare, vivid prose sustains the suspense, 
drawing readers inexorably toward a climax as satisfying as it is unexpected.

Description:

163Page



WYNN Books
Title: Dust - Arthur Slade

Grade
Level: 07-09

In a bone-dry summer during the Great Depression, Matthew, seven, disappears from a 
small prairie community in Saskatchewan. Soon afterward, Abram Harsich comes to town,
and before long nearly everyone has fallen under his mesmerizing spell. He claims to be a
meteorologist and enlists local men to help him build a "rainmill" that will bring an end to the
crippling drought. Only Matthew's brother Robert, 11, who has visions of his dead Uncle 
Edmund trying to warn him of something, and bookish Uncle Alden remain skeptical and 
apart. In time, memories of Matthew fade; then other children disappear. Only Robert really
remembers his brother and alone he pieces together what has become of the missing 
children. Suspense builds to a searing and satisfying climax involving malevolent "traders" 
from the stars. As odd as this may sound, it is a logical conclusion to a story filled with 
mystery. The plot is strewn with foreshadowing, portents of evil, and foreboding. In Robert's
mind, imagery invoking the desert, ancient Egypt, and the Bible abounds, and the spare 
prose is poetic in its evocations of both the 20th-century setting and the ancient world. 
Robert is a strong, stalwart character who loves words and stories, and has some 
understanding of the universe as mysterious. This unusual, well-written story will definitely
exercise readers' imaginations. Choose it for science-fiction fans who are ready for 
something a little different.

Description:

Title: Lewis Carroll - Project Gutenberg
Grade
Level: 03-12

Lewis Carroll Collection
- Alice in Wonderland
- Phantasmagoria and Other Poems
- Sylvie and Bruno
- The Game of Logic
- The Hunting of the Snark
- Through the Looking-Glass

Description:

Title: Lucy Maud Montgomery - Project Gutenberg
Grade
Level: 04-07

Lucy Maud Montgovery Collection
- Anne of Avonlea
- Anne of Green Gables
- Anne of The Island
- Anne's House of Dreams
- Chronicles of Avonlea
- Further Chronicles of Avonlea
- Kilmeny of the Orchard
- Rainbow Valley
- Rilla of Ingleside
- The Golden Road
- The Story Girl

Description:
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Title: Hobbit, The - J. R. R. Tolkien

Grade
Level: 04-12/Adult

The Hobbit is a tale of high adventure, undertaken by a company of dwarves in search of 
dragon-guarded gold. A reluctant partner in this perilous quest is Bilbo Baggins, a comfort-
loving unambitious hobbit, who surprises even himself by his resourcefulness and skill as a
burglar. Encounters with trolls, goblins, dwarves, elves and giant spiders, conversations 
with the dragon, Smaug, and a rather unwilling presence at the Battle of Five Armies are 
just some of the adventures that befall Bilbo. Bilbo Baggins has taken his place among the 
ranks of the immortals of children’s fiction.

Description:

Title: Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone - J.K. Rowling
Grade
Level: 04-12/Adult

Judging by this first volume, the Harry Potter books are a fine addition to English children's
fantasy literature. Harry Potter, orphaned when his parents are killed by the evil wizard 
Voldemort, is taken in by his aunt and uncle, who are Muggles -- ordinary, non-magical 
people. Harry is rather out of place there, but things improve greatly for him when he goes 
to the Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry -- except that one of the staff is in 
league with Voldemort.

Part of the attraction of Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone comes from the familiar 
but at the same time exotic setting of an English public school, complete with houses and 
schoolboy adventures, in which Harry and his friends Ron and Hermione struggle to save 
the world and win the house cup. Part of it comes from the pleasantly frivolous (verging on
spoof) take on the trappings of pop magic, with pointy hats and "Nimbus 2000" series 
broomsticks. And Rowling adds some delightful novelties of her own, such as Quidditch, a 
seven-a-side ball game played on broomsticks, with three different kinds of balls. This is all
pulled together by some excellent story-telling.

Description:

Title: Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets - J.K. Rowling
Grade
Level: 04-12/Adult

Harry Potter's exploits during his second year at Hogwarts School for Witchcraft and 
Wizardry completely live up to the bewitching measure of Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's 
Stone, a Booklist Editors' Choice, 1998. Harry's summer with the spiteful Dursleys is as 
dismal as his life with them before Hogwarts, and not only that, a neurotic house-elf 
suddenly appears to warn him against returning to school. Harry, of course, goes back to 
school. Once there, he finds himself in danger, as predicted by the house-elf. Strange 
things are happening. Why can only Harry hear an eerie voice talking about escaping and 
killing? Who or what has put several students into a petrified state? Harry and his sidekicks,
Ron and Hermione, work furiously to get to the bottom of it all. It doesn't help that the rumor
spreads that Harry is the long-dreaded heir of Slytherin, one of the school's founders, who
purportedly created a Chamber of Secrets that houses a grotesque monster that can only 
be released by the heir. The mystery, zany humor, sense of a traditional British school 
(albeit with its share of ghosts, including Moaning Myrtle who haunts the girls' bathroom), 
student rivalry, and eccentric faculty, all surrounded by the magical foundation so 
necessary in good fantasy, are as expertly crafted here as in the first book. Fans who have
been thirsting for this sequel will definitely not feel any disappointment. In fact, once they 
have read it, they will be lusting for the next.

Description:
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Title: Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban - J.K. Rowling

Grade
Level: 04-12/Adult

The Harry Potter epic (Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone, Harry Potter and the 
Chamber of Secrets) continues to gather speed as Harry enters his third year at the 
Hogwarts School for Witchcraft and Wizardry and does battle with the traitor behind his 
parents' deaths. Besides coping with the usual adversaries - sneering classmate Draco 
Malfoy, evocatively-named Potions Master Snape - the young wizard-in-training has a new
worry with the escape of Sirius Black, murderous minion of archenemy Lord Voldemort, 
from the magicians' prison of Azkaban. Folding in subplots and vividly conceived magical 
creatures, Azkaban's guards, known as dementors, are the very last brutes readers would
want to meet in a dark alley. With characteristic abandon, Rowling creates a busy backdrop
for Harry as she pushes him through a series of terrifying encounters and hard-fought 
games of Quidditch, on the way to a properly pulse-pounding climax strewn with mistaken 
identities and revelations about his dead father. The main characters and the continuing 
story both come along so smartly (and Harry at last shows a glimmer of interest in the 
opposite sex, a sure sign that the tides of adolescence are lapping at his toes) that the book
seems shorter than its page count: have readers clear their calendars if they are fans, or 
get out of the way if they are not.

Description:

Title: Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix - J. K. Rowling
Grade
Level: 04-12/Adult

"Dumbledore lowered his hands and surveyed Harry through his half-moon glasses. 'It is 
time,' he said, 'for me to tell you what I should have told you five years ago, Harry. Please 
sit down. I am going to tell you everything.'"

Harry Potter is due to start his fifth year at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizadry. He 
is desperate to get back to school and find out why his friends Ron and Hermione have 
been so secretive all summer. However, what Harry is about to discover in his new year at
Hogwarts will turn his whole world upside down ...

But before he even gets to school, Harry has an unexpected and frightening encounter with
two Dementors, has to face a court hearing at the Ministry of Magic and has been escorted
on a night-time broomstick ride to the secret headquarters of a mysterious group called 
'The Order of the Phoenix'. And that is just the start.

A gripping and electrifying novel, full of suspense, secrets, and - of course - magic.

Description:
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Title: The Tent - Gary Paulsen

Grade
Level: 06-12

"Thirty-four years old and we don't have a pot to pee in or a window to throw it out of to call
our own," is how 14-year-old Steven's dad Corey describes their existence. The boy's 
mother has taken off, and he and his father live in an old rented trailer and drive a broken-
down truck. All of this changes in a hurry when Corey commandeers a tent, steals a Gideon
Bible from a hotel room, and hits the back roads of Texas in his new occupation as a 
preacher. Learning the tricks of the trade as they go, Steven and Corey are soon joined by 
two drifters whose act of being miraculously healed by Corey helps to draw larger crowds 
and bigger offerings. Soon their new enterprise is earning hundreds of dollars a night and 
both father and son have all the riches they could ever imagine. At the height of their 
success, both Corey, who actually has begun to read the Bible for the first time, and Steven
are consumed by guilt and they set off in an effort to right their wrongdoings. While the 
setting and subject matter are atypical of Paulsen, the author's unique ability to pen a story
is again demonstrated. While the decision to abandon the lucrative endeavor may seem 
somewhat abrupt, readers will feel the main characters' dilemma in having to choose 
between material wealth and doing the right thing. The Tent may surprise Paulsen's many 
fans, but it will not disappoint them.

Description:

Title: Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire - J.K Rowling
Grade
Level: 04-12/Adult

Harry is now 14 years old and in his fourth year at the Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and 
Wizardry, where big changes are afoot. This year, instead of the usual Inter-House 
Quidditch Cup, a Triwizard Tournament will be held, during which three champions, one 
from each of three schools of wizardry (Hogwarts, Durmstrang, and Beaux-batons), must 
complete three challenging magical tasks. The competitors must be at least 17 years old, 
but the Goblet of Fire that determines the champions mysteriously produces Harry's name,
so he becomes an unwilling fourth contestant. Meanwhile, it is obvious to the boy's allies 
that the evil Voldemort will use the Tournament to get at Harry. This hefty volume is 
brimming with all of the imagination, humor, and suspense that characterized the first 
books. So many characters, both new and familiar, are so busily scheming, spying, 
studying, worrying, fulminating, and suffering from unrequited first love that it is a wonder 
that Rowling can keep track, much less control, of all the plot lines. She does, though, 
balancing humor, malevolence, school-day tedium, and shocking revelations with the 
aplomb of a circus performer. The Triwizard Tournament itself is a bit of a letdown, since 
Harry is able, with a little help from his friends and even enemies, to perform the tasks 
easily. This fourth installment, with its deaths, a sinister ending, and an older and more 
shaken protagonist, surely marks the beginning of a very exciting and serious battle 
between the forces of light and dark, and Harry's fans will be right there with him.

Description:

Title: The Mob - Clem Martini
Grade
Level: 06-12

For 12 generations, the Gathering Tree has been a haven where the Crow clans recall their
history, rejoice and rest, find a mate, remember fallen members of the flock, and select their
leader, or "Chooser." At this gathering, young Kyp ru Kurea impulsively gives the call to 
mob a malicious cat that has killed a nestling, is charged with bringing danger to the Flock,
and is evicted for six days for his actions. When a sudden spring snowstorm threatens the
Family's existence, Kyp and Kym must break the rules to ensure the clans' survival. Kalum
ru Kurea ru Kinaar, the Chooser, relates these events. Values are implied but never 
preachy. An appealing balance of young and old characters move the story along. The text
is infused with avian knowledge and offers a humorous and unique view of humans as 
witnessed by birds. The writing is excellent but the plot may be a bit too slow for many 
readers as talk often takes precedence over action. Still, the story will leave readers 
considering their own impulsive decision-making and its consequences.

Description:
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Title: Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince - J.K. Rowling

Grade
Level: 04-12/Adult

It's much more fun not knowing what's coming--and in the case of Rowling's delicious sixth
book, you don't want to know. Just sit tight, despite the earth-shattering revelations that will
have your head in your hands as you hope the words will rearrange themselves into a 
different story. But take one warning to heart: do not open Harry Potter and the Half-Blood
Prince until you have first found a secluded spot, safe from curious eyes, where you can 
tuck in for a good long read. Because once you start, you won't stop until you reach the 
very last page. A darker book than any in the series thus far with a level of sophistication 
belying its genre, Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince moves the series into murkier 
waters and marks the arrival of Rowling onto the adult literary scene. While she has long 
been praised for her cleverness and wit, the strength of Book 6 lies in her subtle 
development of key characters, as well as her carefully nuanced depiction of a community
at war. In Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince, no one and nothing is safe, including 
preconceived notions of good and evil and of right and wrong.

Description:

Title: StarGirl - Jerry Spinelli
Grade
Level: 07-12

"She was homeschooling gone amok." "She was an alien." "Her parents were circus 
acrobats." These are only a few of the theories concocted to explain Stargirl Caraway, a 
new 10th grader at Arizona's Mica Area High School who wears pioneer dresses and 
kimonos to school, strums a ukulele in the cafeteria, laughs when there are no jokes, and 
dances when there is no music. The whole school, not exactly a "hotbed of nonconformity,"
is stunned by her, including our 16-year-old narrator Leo Borlock: "She was elusive. She 
was today. She was tomorrow. She was the faintest scent of a cactus flower, the flitting 
shadow of an elf owl." In time, incredulity gives way to out-and-out adoration as the student
body finds itself helpless to resist Stargirl's wide-eyed charm, pure-spirited friendliness, and
penchant for celebrating the achievements of others. In the ultimate high school symbol of
acceptance, she is even recruited as a cheerleader. Popularity, of course, is a fragile and 
fleeting state, and bit by bit, Mica sours on their new idol. Why is Stargirl showing up at the 
funerals of strangers? Worse, why does she cheer for the opposing basketball teams? The
growing hostility comes to a head when she is verbally flogged by resentful students on 
Leo's televised Hot Seat show in an episode that is too terrible to air. While the playful, 
chin-held-high Stargirl seems impervious to the shunning that ensues, Leo, who is in the 
throes of first love (and therefore scornfully deemed "Starboy"), is not made of such strong
stuff: "I became angry. I resented having to choose. I refused to choose. I imagined my life
without her and without them, and I didn't like it either way."  Jerry Spinelli, author of 
Newbery Medalist Maniac Magee, Newbery Honor Book Wringer, and many other excellent
books for teens, elegantly and accurately captures the collective, not-always-pretty 
emotions of a high school microcosm in which individuality is pitted against conformity. 
Spinelli's Stargirl is a supernatural teen character--absolutely egoless, altruistic, in touch 
with life's primitive rhythms, meditative, untouched by popular culture, and supremely self-
confident. It is the sensitive Leo whom readers will relate to as he grapples with who she is,
who he is, who they are together as Stargirl and Starboy, and indeed, what it means to be a

Description:
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Title: Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy - Gary Schmidt

Grade
Level: 05-12

From the sad and shameful actual destruction of an island community in 1912, Schmidt 
weaves an evocative novel. When Turner Buckminster arrives in Phippsburg, ME, it takes 
him only a few hours to start hating his new home. Friendless and feeling the burden of 
being the new preacher's son, the 13-year-old is miserable until he meets Lizzie Bright 
Griffin, the first African American he has ever met and a resident of Malaga Island, an 
impoverished community settled by freed or possibly escaped slaves. Despite his father's 
and the town's stern disapproval, Turner spends time with Lizzie, learning the wonders of 
the Maine coast. For some minor infraction, Turner's father makes the boy visit elderly Mrs.
Cobb, reading to her and playing the organ. Lizzie joins him, and this unlikely threesome 
takes comfort in the music. The racist town elders, trying to attract a lucrative tourist trade,
decide to destroy the shacks on Malaga and to remove the community, including 60 graves
in their cemetery. The residents are sent to the Home for the Feeble-Minded in Pownal. 
When Mrs. Cobb dies and leaves her house to Turner, he sets off to bring Lizzie home, 
only to find that she died shortly after arriving at the institution. Turner stands up to the 
racism of the town. His father, finally proud of him, stands with him-a position that results in
the reverend's death. Although the story is hauntingly sad, there is much humor, too.

Description:

Title: The Gatekeepers - 1 - Raven's Gate - Anthony Horowitz
Grade
Level: 05-12

At the outset of this first book in Anthony Horowitz's latest series (Scholastic, 2005), 14-
year-old Matt is arrested at the scene of an electronics warehouse break-in. Soon, he's 
remanded to the home of a crone in a country village. She's ornery, but the village is out 
and out creepy: he can't find a road that goes anywhere but in a circle and it seems 
everyone to whom he turns for help winds up dead. Horowitz's Alex Rider books presented
the boy against the system of national espionage. Matt's situation is even worse-his 
opponents are witches. Simon Prebble's pacing as Matt struggles from quicksand, is 
chased by dinosaurs through the Natural History Museum, and finds himself about to be 
sacrificed by the coven in a secluded wood remains agonizingly steady, wringing every 
drop of horror from the author's carefully drawn plot in this fantasy set in modern times.

Description:

Title: The Gatekeepers - 2 - Evil Star - Anthony Horowitz
Grade
Level: 05-12

EVIL STAR is the second book in the Anthony Horowitz series called THE 
GATEKEEPERS.
In book one, titled RAVEN'S GATE, main character Matt discovers he is one of five 
specially chosen teens. Their purpose is to save the world. Matt doesn't know the other five
and must "close" Raven's Gate on his own. As the second book, EVIL STAR, begins, Matt 
finds himself in Peru meeting up with Pedro, who turns out to be one of the chosen five.
Matt and Pedro join forces, although it isn't easy since Matt speaks only English and Pedro
speaks Spanish. Their unusual connection does allow them to communicate while in a 
dream state. They learn each others' stories and realize that their paths will someday cross
the paths of their remaining team.
Together Matt and Pedro must find and prevent the opening of the second gate. Its history 
is intertwined with the ancient Incas and the Peruvian culture. As they search the seamier 
side of Peru, they encounter kidnapping, gun battles, the evil "big headed" Salamanda, high
altitude jungle treks, and terrifying helicopter rides. Exactly what is the Evil Star and can 
they find the next gate in time to close it and save the world from the Old Ones?
Horowitz provides his usual fast-paced, non-stop action in this new series. It is sure to 
impress his already established fans and create plenty of new ones.

Description:
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Title: Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows - J.K. Rowling

Grade
Level: 04-12/Adult

 Readers beware. The brilliant, breathtaking conclusion to J.K. Rowling's spellbinding 
series is not for the faint of heart--such revelations, battles, and betrayals await in Harry 
Potter and the Deathly Hallows that no fan will make it to the end unscathed. Luckily, 
Rowling has prepped loyal readers for the end of her series by doling out increasingly dark
and dangerous tales of magic and mystery, shot through with lessons about honor and 
contempt, love and loss, and right and wrong. Fear not, you will find no spoilers in our 
review--to tell the plot would ruin the journey, and Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows is 
an odyssey the likes of which Rowling's fans have not yet seen, and are not likely to forget.
But we would be remiss if we did not offer one small suggestion before you embark on your
final adventure with Harry--bring plenty of tissues.
The heart of Book 7 is a hero's mission--not just in Harry's quest for the Horcruxes, but in 
his journey from boy to man--and Harry faces more danger than that found in all six books 
combined, from the direct threat of the Death Eaters and you-know-who, to the subtle perils
of losing faith in himself. Attentive readers would do well to remember Dumbledore's 
warning about making the choice between "what is right and what is easy," and know that 
Rowling applies the same difficult principle to the conclusion of her series. While fans will 
find the answers to hotly speculated questions about Dumbledore, Snape, and you-know-
who, it is a testament to Rowling's skill as a storyteller that even the most astute and careful
reader will be taken by surprise.
A spectacular finish to a phenomenal series, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows is a 
bittersweet read for fans. The journey is hard, filled with events both tragic and triumphant, 
the battlefield littered with the bodies of the dearest and despised, but the final chapter is as
brilliant and blinding as a phoenix's flame, and fans and skeptics alike will emerge from the
confines of the story with full but heavy hearts, giddy and grateful for the experience.

Description:

Title: The Color of My Words - Lynn Joseph
Grade
Level: 04-09

What 12-year-old Ana Rosa Hèrnandez wants more than anything is a notepad of her very
own. Writing is her passion, and words flow out of her pencil onto the paper bags that Papi
brings his rum home in, onto napkins, onto gray shop paper. In the República Dominicana,
however, only the President can write books. But as Mami sighs and says, "Ana Rosa, 
there always has to be a first person to do something." These supportive words are difficult
for her mother to muster, as everyone on the island knows too well that writers do not have
freedom of expression--and in their political climate "silence was self-defense."

When the chilling news arrives that the government wants to buy all the land in the village 
to build hotels and generate more tourism, people learn what it means to break their 
silence. Ana Rosa's handsome 19-year-old brother Guario Hèrnandez is appointed as 
official spokesperson for the villagers' cause, but when an out-and-out rebellion against the
government erupts, he--and everyone else--is endangered. As the bulldozers roll in, Ana 
Rosa and her family discover how utterly worthless words really are in the face of brute 
force.

Description:
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Title: Brisingr: Inheritance, Book III - Christopher Paolini

Grade
Level: 05-12

OATHS SWORN . . . loyalties tested . . . forces collide.

Following the colossal battle against the Empire’s warriors on the Burning Plains, Eragon 
and his dragon, Saphira, have narrowly escaped with their lives. Still there is more at hand 
for the Rider and his dragon, as Eragon finds himself bound by a tangle of promises he 
may not be able to keep.

First is Eragon’s oath to his cousin Roran: to help rescue Roran’s beloved, Katrina, from 
King Galbatorix’s clutches. But Eragon owes his loyalty to others, too. The Varden are in 
desperate need of his talents and strength—as are the elves and dwarves. When unrest 
claims the rebels and danger strikes from every corner, Eragon must make choices— 
choices that take him across the Empire and beyond, choices that may lead to unimagined
sacrifice.

Eragon is the greatest hope to rid the land of tyranny. Can this once-simple farm boy unite 
the rebel forces and defeat the king?

Description:

Title: Jigsaw Jones - 18 - The Case of the Bear Scare - James Preller
Grade
Level: 02-03

Missing hamsters, lost coins, haunted houses...Jigsaw Jones has seen it all before. With 
his top secret detective journal, eye for detail, and ace partner Mila, Jigsaw is always ready
to take on a new case.Is a bear on the loose in Jigsaw's town, or is someone trying to scare
Ms. Gleason's class silly?

Oh no! Lucy thinks she has a bear in her backyard. Can this be true? She calls Jigsaw and
he calls Mila. They are both detectives. They hurry to get to Lucy's house. When they get 
there they ring the bell and Lucy peeks out the window. She says that there is a bear. They
call Lightning Lou and say that they have a perfect mystery for his show. While Lightning 
gets there they check out some evidence. When Lighning gets there he asks where to look.
Can this be true? You should read the ending and I know you won't regret it.

Description:

Title: Magic Tree House #1 - Dinosaurs Before Dark - Mary Pope Osborne
Grade
Level: 02-03

This enjoyable time-travel fantasy is a successful beginning chapter book. Jack and his 
younger sister find a tree house filled with books. When he wishes he could really see the 
Pteranodon pictured in one of them, it appears at the window. The children have been 
transported back to the Cretaceous period. They begin to explore and are soon threatened
by a Tyrannosaurus. The Pteranodon comes to their rescue, and they figure out enough 
about the magic that carried them back in time to be able to use it to return home. There is
plenty of suspense and magic here, and enough dinosaur information to please science 
buffs. Characterization is sketchy and older children will find the plot predictable, but 
readers just past the easy-to-read stage will find it satisfying.

Description:
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Title: Magic Tree House #9 - Dolphins at Daybreak - Mary Pope Osborne

Grade
Level: 02-03

Morgan le Fay will make Jack and Annie masters of the tree house if only they can solve 
four riddles -- which will take four books, of course! Dolphins at Daybreak begins the third 
set of four books in this magical (and increasingly popular) series!  Jack and Annie are off 
in the Magic Tree House again, this time to a whole new world under the ocean.  Complete
with a giant octopus, a hungry shark, and dolphins to the rescue, this Magic Tree House 
book delivers an underwater adventure kids can dream about.

Description:

Title: Magic Tree House #10 - Ghost Town at Sundown - Mary Pope Osborne
Grade
Level: 02-03

The saga and success of The Magic Tree House continues! The tenth adventure, Ghost 
Town at Sundown, is filled with the excitement, action, and fun facts always found in Magic
Tree House books.
Morgan le Fay has promised to make Jack and Annie masters of the tree house if they can
solve four riddles. In Ghost Town at Sundown, the Magic Tree House whisks Jack and 
Annie back to a ghost town in the Wild West of the 1880s. There, they meet a mustang 
herder named Slim as they search for the answer to the second riddle.

Description:

Title: Magic Tree House #11 - Lions at Lunchtime - Mary Pope Osborne
Grade
Level: 02-03

Jack and Annie are whisked off to the vast plains of Africa, where they must solve Morgan 
le Fay's third magical riddle. But that's only the beginning! Once the riddle is solved, they 
still have to get past a pride of lions, a humongous herd of rampaging wildebeests, and one
very hungry Masai warrior.

Description:
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Title: Magic Tree House #8 - Midnight on the Moon - Mary Pope Osborne

Grade
Level: 02-03

Illustrated in black-and-white. Jack and Annie are whisked forty years forward in time and 
land at an international space station on the moon. There they don space suits and go 
exploring the lunar surface in search of the fourth object needed to free the enchantress 
Morgan le Fay from a powerful spell.

Description:

Title: Magic Tree House #4 - Pirates Past Noon - Mary Pope Osborne
Grade
Level: 02-03

Illus. in black-and-white. Jack and Annie are in deep trouble when the Magic Tree House 
whisks them back to the days of desert islands, secret maps, hidden gold--and ruthless 
pirates! Will Jack and Annie discover a buried treasure? Will they find out the identity of the
mysterious M?

Description:

Title: Magic Tree House #7 - Sunset of the Sabertooth - Mary Pope Osborne
Grade
Level: 02-03

Jack and Annie are whisked all the way back to the Ice Age in this compelling Magic Tree 
House time-travel adventure where they meet woolly mammoths, cave people...and fierce 
sabertooth tigers!

Description:
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Title: Magic Tree House #12 - Polar Bears Past Bedtime - Mary Pope 

Grade
Level: 02-03

The Magic Tree House transports Jack and Annie to the freezing Arctic. There, they must 
solve the final riddle to become master librarians. But it's not going to be easy--especially 
when they have cracking ice, a seal hunter, and a prodigious polar bear to deal with. Will 
they be able to solve the riddle before they get iced themselves?

Description:

Title: Magic Tree House #5 - Night of the Ninjas - Mary Pope Osborne
Grade
Level: 02-03

The tree house is back--but where is the enchantress Morgan le Fay?  The search for her 
begins as Jack and Annie are transported back to ancient Japan, where they find 
themselves in the cave of a ninja master.  Will the evil samurai warriors get to Jack and 
Annie before they can learn the secrets of the ninjas?

Description:

Title: Aliens for Lunch - Stephanie Spinner
Grade
Level: 02-03

In a delightful sequel to Aliens for Breakfast (1988), tiny Aric, Commander of the Interspace
Brigade, again needs Richard's help: The greedy Graxians have hijacked his ship and its 
supply of XTC-1000 (a commodity that keeps a planet's desserts tasty for 11,976 years); if 
the Threllians don't get their shipment, they'll attack Earth to try to get its XTC-1000. Arming
themselves with a spray can of soy sauce and an eggbeater, the intrepid adventurers set 
out. Their weapons prove ineffective-- but the Graxians faint away when confronted by the
celery sticks that Richard (a fan of veggies) has in his pocket. Brisk, imaginatively 
conceived action, rib-tickling dialogue, and comical--the phenomenal significance of food; 
Aric's parsimony (he knows how to make them all invisible, but holds back despite their 
danger: ``The Brigade works on a very tight budget...Every ten minutes of vanishing costs...
$183.15'')- -all combine to make this tops in enjoyable sf for beginners.

Description:
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Title: Aliens for Dinner - Stephanie Spinner

Grade
Level: 02-03

It's been ten years since Richard Bickerstaff sat down to breakfast and an alien climbed out
of his cereal bowl! Join Richard and Aric, a tiny, wisecracking creature from the planet 
Ganoob, as they battle to save the world from evil aliens in Aliens for Breakfast, Aliens for 
Lunch, and Aliens for Dinner. We're reissuing the trilogy with brand-new covers sporting a 
space age 10th Anniversary logo. Now a new generation of readers can experience the fun
and adventure that won these books rave reviews and loyal fans!

Description:

Title: Freckle Juice - Judy Blume
Grade
Level: 01-02

Nicky has freckles -- they cover his face, his ears, and the whole back of his neck. Once, 
sitting behind him in class, Andrew counted eighty-six of them, and that was just a start! If 
Andrew had freckles like Nicky, his mother would never know if his neck was dirty.

One day after school, Andrew works up enough courage to ask Nicky where he got his 
freckles. And, as luck would have it, who should overhear him but giggling, teasing Sharon.
She offers Andrew her secret freckle juice recipe -- for fifty cents. That's a lot of money, but
Andrew is desperate. At home he carefully mixes the strange combination of ingredients. 
Then the unexpected happens...

Description:

Title: Aliens for Breakfast - Stephanie Spinner
Grade
Level: 02-03

This short, eight-chapter novel has a zany premise loaded with reader appeal but, 
disappointingly, never takes off. Richard sits down to breakfast one morning and discovers 
that his bowl full of Alien Crisp cereal is home to the real thing a tiny, talkative alien named
Aric, who explains that he has come to save Earth from the evil Dranes, a rival alien race.
One of them has already taken up residence; it is, in fact, Dorf, the eerily cool, instantly 
popular new boy in Richard's class. Richard must destroy Dorf before it is too late, but Aric
has forgotten the correct method for doing that. Richard and Aric's efforts are tame and 
uninspired, the turns of plot seem random rather than carefully thought out, and the 
eventual solution (feeding Dorf large quantities of red pepper, which causes him to explode)
requires little ingenuity or initiative on Richard's part. Loose, rather quirky pen-and-ink 
illustrations are a dashing addition to what is otherwise easily forgotten fare.

Description:
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Title: Magic Tree House #13 - Vacation Under the Volcano - Mary Pope 

Grade
Level: 02-03

In their first adventure as Master Librarians, Jack and Annie go to the city of Pompeii to 
bring back an ancient story that is in danger of being lost forever. Little do they know they 
are saving the myth of Hercules! But before they can find it, the town's volcano erupts in a
mighty explosion.  Just when things look hopeless, Jack and Annie get some unexpected 
help from a certain mythic hero - and the rest, as they say, is history.

Description:

Title: Magic Tree House #2 - The Knight at Dawn - Mary Pope Osborne
Grade
Level: 02-03

Jack and Annie travel back in time to medieval England for an adventure inside a storybook
castle, from feasting hall to dreadful dungeon.

Description:

Title: Magic Tree House #3 - Mummies in the Morning - Mary Pope Osborne
Grade
Level: 02-03

In this sequel to Dinosaurs before Dark (1992) and The Knight at Dawn (1993), Jack and 
Annie return to the mysterious, book-filled tree house that transports them through time and
space. For this adventure, they select a story on Ancient Egypt and travel back to the 
pyramid of Queen Hutepi, who needs help finding her copy of the Book of the Dead for a 
journey through the underworld. This story, like most series books, is heavy on suspense 
and light on character development, but is distinguished by the intriguing details of Ancient
Egyptian life and burial customs. Even the overused theme of reading allowing one to travel
anywhere works well here. Some foreshadowing (clues about the mysterious owner of the 
tree house, who leaves souvenirs marked with the letter M) and a hint about the pair's next
destination add to the appeal. Illustrated with frequent black-and-white drawings, this will be
welcomed by beginning readers making the transition to chapter books.

Description:
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Title: Two Bad Ants - Chris Van Allsburg

Grade
Level: K-03

In this brief tale of the adventures of two runaway ants, Van Allsburg once again gives 
children a visual puzzle to solvein this case identifying common household appliances from
an ant's point of view. When a troop of ants are sent to retrieve sugar crystals from a 
kitchen, two ants stay behind to feast and go to sleep in the sugar bowl. When morning 
comes they are successively stirred into a cup of coffee, almost swallowed, toasted with an
english muffin, whirled through a garbage disposal, and stunned senseless in an electrical
outlet. While some children will enjoy identifying the highly magnified objects, others will 
wonder how the ants have managed to survive any one of these disasters. The truants 
return home in one piece, and the last few lines supply a pallid and oddly moralistic 
conclusion to the story. The book is a visual tour-de-force. The highly linear, hard-edged 
drawings look like fine etchings which have been magnifieda technique which enhances the
sense of being reduced to ant size. The colors applied in flat fields are primarily limited to 
earth tones and gray, combined with touches of pure white and black in lines and fields of 
almost luminous intensity. The intensity of the visual experience overpowers the story, 
which is a flat, rather cold vehicle, an excuse for a visual game which will appeal to the 
intellect of children older than typical picture book readers.

Description:

Title: The Bobbin Girl - Emily Arnold McCully
Grade
Level: 02-03

This tale of child labor, early efforts to organize against unfair employers, and human 
courage is based on the true story of Harriet Hanson Robinson, whose mother ran a mill 
boardinghouse in 19th-century Lowell, MA. It tells of Rebecca Putney, a 10-year-old bobbin
girl who follows the lead of an older firebrand and walks out of the textile mill in protest of a
pay cut. The house provides the context to move the plot because it's there that the women
talk about their goals and conditions. McCully's straightforward narrative is told in the third 
person with substantial dialogue. The artwork, realistic watercolors, supports the narrative 
but does little to move the story forward. Though crowd scenes offer opportunities for 
drama, the composition is somewhat static. Not all of the human figures are well-rendered.
Some spreads are compelling, as in the after-dinner hours when the women sit around the 
fire, one wearily soaking her feet. Another striking scene shows one woman's collapse in 
the hazy spinning room.

Description:

Title: Bone Button Borscht - Aubrey Davis
Grade
Level: K-03

In this ethnic variation of "Stone Soup," a hungry beggar comes to a poor town on a cold 
and snowy evening. No door is opened to him until he sees a light and enters the 
synagogue. The shamas does not answer his greeting so the beggar takes the five buttons
off his coat and asks for one more in order to make Bone Button Borscht. Bowls, cups, 
ladles, and a pot wouldn't hurt either, he explains. As the shamas goes from door to door 
seeking the ingredients, the incredulous townspeople gather round and provide the food 
that will make the soup just a little more tasty. Such a miracle. Such a joyous feast. The 
stranger then goes on his way with better buttons on his coat and the townspeople left with
a better spirit of neighborliness. The retelling provides a satisfying Eastern European 
setting for a classic folk tale. Watercolor and pencil drawings help to flavor the stew.

Description:
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Title: Froggy Bakes a Cake - Jonathan London

Grade
Level: K-01

It's Froggy's mother's birthday, and Froggy wants to bake her birthday cake  all by himself.
He gathers the chocolate, the sugar, the milk, the eggs, the flour, and pretty soon, Froggy 
has all the ingredients he needs to make…a big mess! Froggy discovers that baking a cake
is a little harder then he thought. While the cake is baking Froggy sings "Oogelly boogelly 
burbly bake. I make and I bake and I wait for the cake". Nothing seems to go Froggy's way.
From popping party balloons, and spilling lemonade, to the BIG EXPLOSION! Yep, you 
guessed it his cake explodes. Froggy winds up giving his mother a fresh pie he made all by
himself. A "mud pie" that is and as with all mothers she loves it. This is a birthday Froggy 
and his mother will never forget

Description:

Title: Junie B Jones Has a Peep in Her Pocket - Barbara Park
Grade
Level: 01-04

The world's funniest kindergartner is back, in her 15th book!
It's almost the end of the school year, and Room Nine is taking a field trip to a farm! There's
lots of fun farm stuff there. Like a real actual barn. And a real actual farmer. There's even 
real alive animals you can pet! Only, where's the gift shop? That's what Junie B. Jones 
would like to know. Surely no one would want Junie B. to go home empty-handed. . . .

Description:

Title: Junie B Jones Is Not a Crook - Barbara Park
Grade
Level: 01-04

Junie's kindergarten classmates convince her that an invisible monster lives under her bed.
Her parents and grandmother are unable to convince her otherwise until Junie hits upon the
idea of putting her unflattering school picture under the bed to frighten the monster. In Junie
B. Jones Is Not a Crook, the little girl discovers that "finders keepers losers weepers" is not
an appealing philosophy when she loses the special gloves her grandfather gave her and 
the child who finds them doesn't take them to the lost and found. Junie's first-person 
narration is sprinkled with deliberate grammatical errors and misunderstood word usage in
an attempt to show a five-year-old's viewpoint ("I runned home," "They got stoled on 
purpose."). Precocious use of sophisticated language is also used to achieve an intended 
humorous effect. The black-and-white, full- and half-page illustrations reflect Junie's 
cockeyed view of the world and will help attract beginning chapter-book readers.

Description:
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Title: One Hundred Hungry Ants - J. Pinczes

Grade
Level: K-03

A rhyming text describes the progress of one hundred ants marching toward a picnic. To 
travel faster, one ant suggests dividing into two lines of fifty, then four lines of twenty-five, 
and finally ten lines of ten. Their frantic reorganization takes so long that the picnic is gone
by the time they arrive. The illustrations, which look like linoleum cuts, use a pleasing 
palette and energetic lines to depict ants with highly individual characters.

Description:

Title: Noisy Nora - Rosemary Wells
Grade
Level: K-01

All new illustrations infuse this much-loved picture book (Dial, 1973) with energy. Vibrant 
colors and a larger format make the characters seem to jump out at readers. The original 
book's sweet, subdued pen-and-ink drawings were a mere appetizer when compared to the
feast of colors here, all created from a combination of watercolor, India ink, gouache, 
pencil, and acrylics. Keeping each scene in a nearly framed vignette, Wells defines and 
details her illustrations even more than before. The eye-catching drawings and altered word
groupings make the story flow better; words and pictures enhance one another to achieve 
the smooth narrative so necessary for storytelling. Some other differences between new 
and old: father has given up his pipe; kitchen knives aren't left on the table; and some 
architectural changes have placed the stair banister on the correct side so Nora won't 
topple off the side while flying her brother's kite. Nora, the delightful protagonist of the story,
is the same; her dilemma hasn't changed one iota. This middle child who continually makes
noise to get her parents' attention is really noticed when the silence from her absence 
saddens her family and starts them hunting for her.

Description:

Title: Lilly's Big Day - Kevin Henkes
Grade
Level: K-03

When her teacher, Mr. Slinger, announces that he is going to marry Ms. Shotwell, the 
school nurse, the indomitable Lilly takes her role as flower girl at their wedding for granted.
Of course, he hasn't asked her-yet-but the young mouse commences practicing her very 
slow walk, eyebrows raised, hands in front grasping her imaginary bouquet. Her parents 
give her reasons why her plan might go awry. Do you understand-¦? they ask. I understand
that I'm going to be a flower girl, she responds. At school, she writes Mr. Slinger a note, 
declaring herself The World's Best and Most Famous Flower Girl. He finally persuades her 
to be an assistant to his niece, and Lilly rises to the rescue in a surprise twist that satisfies 
everybody. Henkes's familiar watercolor cartoons elaborate on the witty text. The desperate
looks on Lilly's parents' and Mr. Slinger's faces are priceless. Full-page vignettes depict the
little protagonist proudly practicing her flower-girl walk, which is eventually taken up by all 
the wedding guests at the reception. Adults will especially enjoy the shopping scene in 
which the sales lady pronounces Lilly adorable and her Granny silently quips, in small 
doses. But big doses of this feisty rodent will suit her many fans just fine.

Description:
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Title: Lilly's Purple Plastic Purse - Kevin Henkes

Grade
Level: K-03

Lilly the mouse idolizes her teacher Mr. Slinger, but when she comes to school flaunting 
three jingly quarters, movie-star glasses and a purple plastic purse "that played a jaunty 
tune when it was opened," she interrupts Mr. Slinger's lessons on "Types of Cheese" and 
words that rhyme with "mice." After one too many disruptions, he confiscates the purse until
the day's end. Lilly, humiliated, takes revenge by slipping a mean drawing into Mr. Slinger's
book bag?only to open her purse and find a conciliatory note from her hero. Caldecott 
honoree Henkes (Owen) understands Lilly's enthusiasm for her prize possessions, but 
astutely shows that Lilly goes too far when she acts up in class ("She's in trouble," whispers
a classmate in a voice-bubble aside). The perfectionistic watercolor-and-ink illustrations, in
vignettes and panels, are as sharp as the narration. Henkes communicates Lilly's emotions
through her eyes, so that when she goes from "sad" to "furious," her eyebrows shift from U-
shaped dips to hard slants; he also enlivens his scenes with tiny details, like Mr. Slinger's 
copy of Stuart Little. The author/artist offers useful, timeless advice for apologizing to a 
friend and resolving a conflict. A sympathetic and wise treatment.

Description:

Title: Wemberly Worried - Kevin Henkes
Grade
Level: K-03

Wemberly the mouse worries about everything: big things, like whether her parents might 
disappear in the middle of the night; little things, like whether she'll spill grape juice on her 
toy rabbit, Petal; and things in between, like whether she might shrink in the bathtub. What
she is more worried about than anything else, however, is her first day at the New Morning
Nursery School: "What if no one else has spots? What if no one else wears stripes? What if
no one else brings a doll? What if the teacher is mean? What if the room smells bad?" 
Happily, Miss Peachum introduces her to a kindred spirit right away. Jewel doesn't have 
spots, but she is wearing stripes and holding a doll. As Wemberly plays with her new friend,
she still worries, but no more than usual. ("And sometimes even less.")

Description:

Title: Doctor De Soto - William Steig
Grade
Level: K-03

Doctor De Soto is a well-respected mouse-dentist who runs a successful practice with his 
wife (and able assistant) Mrs. De Soto. The De Sotos are friendly and professional toward 
all their patients, from chipmunks to donkeys to cows, the exception being "cats and other 
dangerous animals," as stated clearly on the sign outside the office. But the De Sotos are 
tender-hearted rodents, so when a miserable fox shows up begging for treatment, they 
agree to have a look (perhaps against their better judgment). As it turns out, this fox, with "a
rotten bicuspid and unusually bad breath," manages to behave himself while tiny Doctor De
Soto is standing mid-molar inside his gaping jaws. When the wily fox returns the next day to
get his replacement gold tooth, however, he has mouse-flavored snacks on his mind. 
Luckily, Doctor De Soto and his wife have anticipated such despicable canine intentions, 
and find a way to outfox the ungrateful fox.

Description:
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Title: Chester's Way - Kevin Henkes

Grade
Level: K-03

Kevin Henkes's charming story (Greenwillow Books, 1988) of two friends who are truly "two
peas in a pod" comes to life in this quality production. Chester and Wilson do everything the
same way, from cutting sandwiches to playing baseball. Then Lilly, of purple plastic purse 
fame, moves into the neighborhood. Lilly has her own way of doing things, and Chester and
Wilson don't know quite what to make of her until the day she uses one of her disguises to 
frighten off some misbehaving older boys. Chester and Wilson look at Lilly in a new light, 
and discover that the three of them have more in common than they previously believed, 
and that perhaps different ways of doing things are just fine.

Description:

Title: Harry the Dirty Dog - Gene Zion
Grade
Level: K-03

"Harry was a white dog with black spots who liked everything, except getting a bath." 
Taking matters into his own paws, he buries his family's scrubbing brush in the backyard 
and runs away from home before they can wrangle him into the tub. Harry gets dirty playing
in the street, dirtier at the railroad, and dirtier still playing tag with the other dogs. When 
sliding down the coal chute, he actually changes from a white dog with black spots to a 
black dog with white spots! Of course, by the time he gets home he is completely 
unrecognizable to his family--even when he does all his clever flip-flopping tricks. In a 
stroke of doggy genius, he unearths the bath brush, begs for a bath, and the rest is history.
Youngsters will completely relate to the urge to rebel, the thrill of getting dirty, and, finally, 
the reassurance of family. Gene Zion and Margaret Bloy Graham's Harry the Dirty Dog, first
published in 1956 and now rereleased with splashes of color added by the artist herself, is
one of those picture books that children never forget.

Description:

Title: Arthur's Christmas - Marc Brown
Grade
Level: K-03

Time is running out for buying the perfect gift for Santa. Arthur has to think fast--and his 
little sister even faster! "Comical, colorful illustrations add to the delightful humor of the 
story."

Description:
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Title: Minnie and Moo Go to the Moon - Denys Cazet

Grade
Level: K-03

Staying out till the cows come home takes on a whole new meaning in the first of Cazet's 
(Never Spit on Your Shoes) spunky new chapter books, especially when it's the cows who
are boogying late into the night. Minnie and Moo are best bovine pals living a comfortable 
life on a placid farm. One night, when the farmer throws a party, Minnie and Moo don 
dresses and wigs from an old trunk and make a grand, upright entrance at the humans' 
shindig. The hilarious denouement has the heifers escaping the advances of two burly men
and rescuing a plate of hamburgers, which they mistake for the remains of their friends the
Holsteins. In the second adventure, Minnie and Moo Go to the Moon, the pair take a 
clandestine joyride on the farmer's tractor, accelerating so high off the ground they think 
they've landed on the moon when they finally crash. A scene in which the cows imitate the 
farmer's method of cursing and kicking the tractor to get it started is laugh-out-loud funny. 
Cazet's snappy text contains equal parts silliness and true emotion. Minnie and Moo may 
not be the brightest cows in the barn, but they are loyal, caring and optimistic. The brief 
chapters and exuberant pencil-and-watercolor artwork on nearly every page encourage 
beginning readers to moo-ve along at a confidence-building pace?udderly likeable. A

Description:

Title: Chrysanthemum - Kevin Henkes
Grade
Level: K-03

She was a perfect baby, and her doting parents chose a name to match, Chrysanthemum.
She is proud of her musical name until kindergarten, when she finds herself in a world of 
strange new names such as Sue, Bill, Max, Sam, and Joe--in short ( really short) a world of
ordinary monikers. That wouldn't be so bad if the others--like Victoria--hadn't made a mean-
spirited game of tormenting her, sending her home in tears to be comforted with cuddles 
and Parcheesi. Wisely, Chrysanthemum's concerned and loving parents try not to interfere,
but what can't be put right by them is dealt with by lucky chance. The class learns that their
popular music teacher not only has a whopper of a name herself--Delphinium--but also 
plans to name her expected baby by the prettiest name she has heard, Chrysanthemum. 
The charming mouse with her delicate little face seems just right for her name. The range 
of expression and emotion Henkes conveys in his pen-and-ink and watercolor illustrations 
are "absolutely perfect." The impressionistic floral backdrops and patterning reinforce the 
story's lighthearted, yet tender theme. This sensitive story will strike a chord with young 
children, particularly those who also have difficult or unfamiliar names.

Description:

Title: Something from Nothing - Phoebe Gilman
Grade
Level: K-03

When Joseph was a baby, his grandfather made him a shimmering blue blanket adorned 
with the moon and stars. As the boy grows and the blanket wears out, the old tailor recycles
it, in succession fashioning a jacket, a vest, a tie and, finally, a cloth-covered button. But 
when Joseph loses the button, even his grandfather cannot make something from nothing.
With its judicious repetition and internal rhymes, this thoughtfully presented Jewish folktale
will captivate readers right through the ending, in which the boy discovers one last 
incarnation for his beloved keepsake. Although her renderings of human faces border on 
cartoonishness, Gilman's ( The Wonderful Pigs of Jillian Jiggs ) oil-glazed tempera 
paintings suggest the vivid world of Joseph's shtetl, with full-page cutaway illustrations 
recording the multileveled activity in Joseph's house. In an imaginative visual stroke, the 
bottom of each spread features the beneath-the-floorboards doings of a family of mice 
whose domestic life--from new births to Sabbath dinners to the outfitting of their entire 
home in discarded swatches of the blue blanket--winsomely mirrors Joseph's own.

Description:
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Title: Officer Buckle and Gloria - Peggy Rathmann

Grade
Level: K-03

Rathmann (Good Night, Gorilla) brings a lighter-than-air comic touch to this outstanding, 
solid-as-a-brick picture book. Officer Buckle, a mustachioed policeman who wears a 
crossed-out-banana-peel patch on his sleeve, has a passion for teaching students about 
safety, but his audiences tend to doze off during his lectures. They awaken, however, when
police dog Gloria joins Buckle onstage. As Buckle speaks, Gloria-behind Buckle's back-
mimes each safety lesson (e.g., leaping sky-high for "Never leave a thumbtack where you
might sit on it!" and making her fur stand on end to illustrate "Do not go swimming during 
electrical storms!"). School safety increases tenfold and Buckle and Gloria find themselves 
in great demand. But when he finally learns of his sidekick's secret sideshow, Buckle's 
feelings are terribly hurt. Rathmann's high-voltage cartoons, outlined in black ink for punchy
contrast, capture her characters' every feeling, from Gloria's hammy glee and Buckle's 
surprised satisfaction to Gloria's shame at having tricked her partner. In a sound and 
sensitive conclusion, Gloria's disastrous attempt to go solo inspires Buckle's "best safety tip
yet": "Always stick with your buddy!"

Description:

Title: We Play on a Rainy Day - Angela Shelf Medearis
Grade
Level: K-01

Children pout when the rain begins, but, soon, properly dressed, they enjoy playing 
outdoors in the rain.

Description:

Title: Brady Brady and the Super Skater - Mary Shaw and Chuck Temple
Grade
Level: 01-03

Caroline is the newest player on the Icehogs. She has the art of the tape ball down, having
made the biggest ever seen. She's also the fastest skater that the team has ever seen. 
Everyone is sure that Caroline is going to be the team's secret weapon.

Unfortunately, at scrimmage time, Caroline doesn't do so well. Sure she can skate fast but
she just can't seem to hit the net. In fact, her shots don't go anywhere near the goal.

Always full of good ideas, it's Brady to the rescue. He's got an idea that just might work. I 
think Caroline is going to be a great addition to the Icehogs.

Description:
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Title: Brady Brady and the Singing Tree - Mary Shaw and Chuck Temple

Grade
Level: 01-03

While reading other books in the Brady Brady series, I always wondered how a boy could 
be named Tree. I wasn't sure whether that was his real name or a nickname. After reading
Brady Brady and the Singing Tree, I now know the answer.

Now, I also know the most secret dream of each of the Icehogs. They'd all love to play in 
the NHL, to play on a real NHL rink. All except Tree, that is, he has a very different dream.

Brady Brady and the Singing Tree is a book that all kids and parents should read. 
Sometimes in sports we forget that hockey is about having fun. Too much pressure and not
enough listening is a recipe for unhappiness. Just ask Tree and his Dad.

Description:

Title: Brady Brady and the Runaway Goalie - Mary Shaw and Chuck Temple
Grade
Level: 01-03

The Dragoons were the chippiest players in the league. While most teams practiced very 
hard and tried to win by being good, the Dragoons won games by hitting their opponents 
while the referee's back was turned or spraying snow in the goalie's face. No one liked to 
play against the Dragoons.
It's no wonder that when the Icehogs were scheduled to play against the un defeated 
Dragoons, they were nervous. No one wanted to get hurt. Everyone just wanted to have fun
and play some good hockey.
Of all the Icehogs, Chester the goalie was the most nervous. He knew how the Dragoons 
played and wanted the Icehogs to win. But in order to beat the Dragoons, they'd have to 
have a great goalie. Chester wasn't so sure that he could do the job.

Description:

Title: My Visit to the Dinosaurs - Aliki
Grade
Level: 01-03

Like the original edition, this book introduces young children to dinosaurs through a visit to
a natural history museum. The simple text explains how paleontologists discovered 
dinosaur bones and reconstructed the reptiles' skeletons from their fossilized remains. Also
included are brief descriptions of the more well-known dinosaurs, accompanied by full-color
illustrations of the creatures as they once appeared. The text of this edition varies little from
that of the earlier book. It's the new illustrations that make this revision worth purchasing; 
Aliki's clear, full-color pictures provide just enough detail to maintain young children's 
interest without confusing them. Similar in content to Parish's Dinosaur Time (Harper, 1974)
and Milton's Dinosaur Days (Random, 1985), Aliki's book is slanted more toward a young 
listening audience rather than beginning readers. Along with Aliki's Digging Up Dinosaurs 
(1981) and Fossils Tell of Long Ago (1972, both Crowell), this book gives preschoolers an 
excellent introduction to paleontology and to the giant reptiles of long ago.

Description:
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Title: Connecting with the World

Grade
Level: 03

Series: Many Voices (Grade 3)
Author(s): Akins, M. et al.
Copyright Year: 2005
ISBN: 9780131291393�0131291394
Publisher: Pearson Education Canada Inc.
Distributor:  Pearson Canada
Resource Description: 201 pages, hardcover
Curriculum Area: Social Studies
Grades: 3
Authorization Status: Basic
Date of Authorization: Wednesday, January 12, 2005

Description:

Title: The Mouse And The Motorcycle - Beverly Cleary
Grade
Level: 02-05

Living in a knothole in a hotel room, young Ralph has seen plenty of families come and go,
some more generous with their crumbs than others. But when young Keith and his parents
check in to the hotel, Ralph gets his first chance to check out. He has always fantasized 
about venturing beyond the second floor, maybe even outside. Curiosity overcomes 
caution, and Ralph must have a go at Keith's toy motorcycle. Soon, the headstrong mouse 
finds himself in a pickle, when all he wanted was to ride a motorcycle. Lucky for him, the 
boy understands how it is. When he discovers Ralph in his thwarted attempt to abscond 
with the toy bike, Keith generously encourages the rodent to ride. He even teaches him the
simple trick of starting the motorcycle: "You have to make a noise... pb-pb-b-b-b." The 
subsequent situations Ralph motors into require quick thinking and grownup-sized courage.

Description:

Title: Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes - Eleanor Coerr
Grade
Level: 02-06

For twenty-five years, middle-grade readers have been moved by this telling of Sadako 
Sasaki's spirited battle with leukemia. She was two-years-old when the atom bomb was 
dropped on Hiroshima at the end of World War II, and dizzy spells began when she was 
twelve. She faced the disease with an irrepressible spirit and focused her energy (and that
of everyone who knew her) on folding 1000 paper cranes, which Japanese legend held 
would prompt the gods to make her well again. Eleanor Coerr crafted this story of Sadako's
twelfth year after reading the book of her letters her classmates compiled after her death.

Description:
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Title: Charlotte's Web - E.B. White

Grade
Level: 03-07

An affectionate, sometimes bashful pig named Wilbur befriends a spider named Charlotte,
who lives in the rafters above his pen. A prancing, playful bloke, Wilbur is devastated when
he learns of the destiny that befalls all those of porcine persuasion. Determined to save her
friend, Charlotte spins a web that reads "Some Pig," convincing the farmer and surrounding
community that Wilbur is no ordinary animal and should be saved. In this story of 
friendship, hardship, and the passing on into time, E.B. White reminds us to open our eyes 
to the wonder and miracle often found in the simplest of things.

Description:

Title: Runt - Marion Dane Bauer
Grade
Level: 03-06

Runt is the smallest in a litter of wolves born in the forests of northern Minnesota. The pups
join their father, mother, and two yearlings in a pack that is completed by Bider, an adult 
male accepted into the group after he was forced out of another one. Each littermate seems
to have a destined role, but for Runt the future is an unknown. He tries mightily to keep up
with his siblings, but much of the time he tries too hard, doesn't think ahead, or makes 
mistakes. An encounter with a porcupine lands him among humans and proves fatal to one
of his brothers. Sensing the pack's disappointment, Runt withdraws, looking for a chance to
earn his father's approval. Throughout, Bider is watching, waiting for his chance to cause 
discord and disruption in the pack. When this occurs, it also provides an opportunity for 
Runt to rejoin his family. Beautifully written and faithful to wolves' behavior (explained in an
afterword), this book will be a good companion to Jean Craighead George's "Julie of the 
Wolves" series (HarperCollins). Bauer portrays the wolves' place in the natural world with 
compassion, respect, and warmth, but this is also the story of any unique individual's 
struggle to find his or her niche.

Description:

Title: Time Warp Trio #08 - It's all Greek to Me - Jon Scieszka
Grade
Level: 02-06

Hey, are you ready for this? Joe, Fred, and Sam are transported back in time to Mount 
Olympus while performing in a school play about ancient Greece. Needless to say, they 
aren't much of a threat when they try to use their cardboard thunderbolts on Cerberus. 
Instead, the boys use their wits, and a Ding Dong in the case of the three-headed dog, as 
they quickly slip in and out of danger. Children who know Nike is the Greek goddess of 
victory will double over with laughter when Sam Orpheus, friend of Nike, introduces his 
chums as Fred Cyclops, follower of Reebok, and Joe Paris, cohort of Fila. Humor continues
as the friends help hide a nervous Zeus, who is worried that his wife, Hera, will blab to the 
other gods if she finds out he lost his thunderbolts. Dionysus wants to party and Ares wants
to fight, but the real trouble starts when Zeus challenges Joe to give his golden apple to the
fairest of all goddesses. This entry in the series is guaranteed to sail off of library shelves. 
Purchase extra copies for teachers to use in their units on Greek mythology. A handy 
description of the gods, goddesses, and other monsters who rule Olympus is included.

Description:
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Title: Time Warp Trio #01 - Knights of the Kitchen Table - Jon Scieszka

Grade
Level: 03-06

A book from his magician uncle transports Joe and his friends, Fred and Sam, back in time
to swashbuckling adventures fraught with dangers at every turn. In the first story, quick 
thinking and daring-do save them from a fire-breathing dragon and a foul-smelling giant; in 
the second, an encounter with the dreaded Blackbeard almost causes their demise. 
Tongue-in-cheek humor, laced with understatement and word play, makes for laugh-out-
loud reading, as verbal insults are hurled, and the boys outwit their foes. Villains and 
heroes clash, as do modern and archaic language and dress, causing misunderstandings 
and mayhem. Short, easy-to-read sentences and lots of zany dialogue perfectly suit the 
breathless pace. Smith brings new dimension to black-and-white drawings, as looming 
villains tower over the trio, brandishing swords or lances, and the boys escape their 
captors. A true melding of word and pictures, and jolly good fun.

Description:

Title: Magic Tree House #6 - Afternoon on the Amazon - Mary Pope Osborne
Grade
Level: 01-04

Jack and Annie travel back in time to a South American rain forest in search of the elusive
magician Morgan le Fay.  Will they find a new clue to her whereabouts before they are 
trampled by stampeding killer ants?

Description:

Title: The Chocolate Touch - Patrick Skene Catling
Grade
Level: 03-04

John midas loves chocolate. He loves it so much that he'll eat it any hour of any day. He 
doesn't care if he ruins his appetite. He thinks chocolate is better than any other food! But 
one day, after wandering into a candy store and buying a piece of their best chocolate, 
John finds out that there might just be such a thing as too much chocolate. . . .

Description:
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Title: Time Warp Trio #07 - Summer Reading is Killing Me - Jon Scieszka

Grade
Level: 02-06

The Time Warp Trio is back. This time, the mayhem begins when Fred puts their school's 
summer reading list in The Book, the mysterious tome that has magically transported the 
boys to the past and the future in previous escapades. This causes Fred, Sam, and Joe to
encounter the Hoboken Chicken, George and Martha, Peter Rabbit, Curious George, Frog
and Toad, and a host of other children's book characters. It seems that the bad characters?
the Twits, Long John Silver, the Wild Things, etc., all led by a maniacal Teddy Bear?have 
decided to do away with the good ones. The boys initially manage to convince the villains 
that they, too, are villains from an action-adventure series (whose author "starts with an s...
maybe...?"), but they are soon found out. It takes a girl (Laura Ingalls? Anne of Green 
Gables? one of the Little Women??they can't tell since they haven't read them!) to help 
them find The Book so that they can put an end to the shenanigans. Nonstop action and 
lots of laughs prevail throughout as the friends try to find their way out of their current 
predicament. Smith's black-and-white illustrations are filled with his traditional brand of zany
humor. The literary references will delight teachers and librarians, and perhaps inspire 
readers to learn more about those characters (good or bad) unfamiliar to them.

Description:

Title: Time Warp Trio #04 - Your Mother was a Neanderthal - Jon Scieszka
Grade
Level: 03-06

Joe, Sam, and Fred find themselves "absolutely naked" at the outset of this prehistoric 
adventure. While fans of the previous three books won't be surprised at this somewhat 
outrageous beginning, it's sure to catch the attention of first-timers. Scieszka's humorous, 
zippy dialogue and word play, combined with Stone Age icons (a saber-toothed cat; a 
woolly mammoth; cave paintings; and an interesting and hilarious collection of cavemen, 
women, and girls), are sure to appeal to readers. References to classic time-travel books-
Edward Eager's Half Magic, Madeline L'Engle's A Wrinkle in Time, and H.G.Wells's The 
Time Machine- are bound to spur many readers on to other new adventures. This fast-
paced, fun story is perfectly matched by Smith's wacky black-and-white illustrations.

Description:

Title: Time Warp Trio #02 - The Not-So-Jolly Roger - Jon Scieszka
Grade
Level: 03-06

A second ``Time Warp Trio'' story (cf. Knights of the Kitchen Table, above), only slightly 
less clever than the first. The boys now find themselves on a desert island. Blackbeard 
comes to bury treasure--and his two helpers; he catches the boys and takes them to the 
pirate ship (Israel Hands is among those aboard). There's some suspense, more slapstick,
and the singing of some fine chanteys before the boys are again saved by The Book. 
Smith's funny/wicked pirates make an excellent contribution. ``Historical afterword'' on 
Blackbeard; another (tongue firmly in cheek) on the boys.

Description:
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Title: Time Warp Trio #06 - Tut, Tut - Jon Scieszka

Grade
Level: 03-06

A delightful children's story about Ancient Egypt and time travel. In the tradition of all books
by Scieszka and Smith, although it is perfect for ages 6-10, adults will get a smile too from 
the offbeat humor and weird predicaments in which the Time Warp Trio find themselves.

Description:

Title: Time Warp Trio #12 - Viking it and Liking it - Jon Scieszka
Grade
Level: 02-06

The Time Warp Trio takes a surprise time hike back to A.D. 1000. There, Joe, Fred, and 
Sam get to know some Vikings up close and personal. Outfitted only with a zebra-striped 
bedspread and their brains, the boys find themselves in the midst of a family rumble 
between Leif Eriksson and Grim Snake-in-the-Grass. As ever, their wits serve them well, 
and the friends recognize the Viking version of the Book when they need it most. Scieszka
works his usual quirky magic with bits of actual information inserted among the wisecracks,
and McCauley's cartoons parallel the unlikely plot. This wacky combination of story and art 
is just right for newly independent readers who enjoy a good joke.

Description:

Title: Time Warp Trio #03 - The Good the Bad and The Goofy - Jon Scieszka
Grade
Level: 02-06

This third book in the series moves at the same breakneck pace set in Knights of the 
Kitchen Table and The Not-So-Jolly Roger (both Viking, 1991). The title of the new book 
brings back memories of the classic ``Spaghetti Western,'' The Good, the Bad , and the 
Ugly . There are similarities beyond the titles. Scieszka's book also includes an ample dose
of humor, a lively pace, and on-target dialogue. A spell, accidentally cast, transports Joe, 
Fred, and Sam back to the Chisholm Trail of 1868. > They narrowly escape two 
stampedes, a flash flood, being scalped by Cheyenne braves, and a charge of the Seventh
Cavalry lead by Lieutenant (soon to be General) Custer. Sam's knowledge, `` `magic . . . 
picked up in a book,' '' and a Time Freezer spell save the day and return the trio to the 
present. Smith's typically zany pencil and charcoal drawings heighten the drama and 
enhance the wacky mood of the story. It seems that while Joe's magic book remains in the
possession of the Time Warp Trio, wild adventures are bound to reoccur and please 
readers. Great fun!

Description:
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Title: A Midsummer Night's Dream For Kids - Lois Burdett

Grade
Level: 02-06

An adaptation of the play retold in rhyming couplets. The greatest strength of the 
presentation is in the contributions of Burdett's elementary-age students. The obviously 
neatened-up drawings of the characters in various scenes are done in brightly colored 
markers on white backgrounds and retain many stylistic traits unique to young creators. So,
too, do the diary entries of the characters, letters between them, and other documents 
supplied by the youngsters and reproduced (complete with their creative spelling) on most
pages. The charm of this precocious output will appeal more to adults than to children. The
verse (the actual story of the play) does manage to scan throughout without noticeable 
forcing, but is rather heavy-handed. The most graceful phrases are the few that are direct 
quotes from the play. Unfortunately, nothing in this book distinguishes Burdett's words from
the Bard's. This book is one of the end results of an extensive learning project that includes
a performance by the children. Unfortunately, the active experience of all this creation is 
only hinted at on the page.

Description:

Title: Jigsaw Jones - 5 - The case of the Stolen Baseball Cards - James 
Grade
Level: 01-04

When Eddie's baseball cards are missing, Jigsaw steps up to the plate. He's no rookie 
detective! Solving this case is sure to send Jigsaw and Mila straight to the Detective's Hall
of Fame.

Description:

Title: Jigsaw Jones - 3 - The Case of The Secret Valentine - James Preller
Grade
Level: 01-04

Second-grade sleuth Jigsaw Jones loves to solve puzzles--and mysteries. Valentine's Day
promises classroom fun, cards, treats, and a case only Jigsaw can solve.

Description:
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Title: Jigsaw Jones - 2 - The Case of The Christmas Snowman - James 

Grade
Level: 01-04

It's nearly Christmas and the class is bustling with holiday excitement. But Lucy is not 
happy at all. She's lost her father's rare coin. Jigsaw is sure he can solve the mystery, even
if it means interviewing a tough suspect, Bigs Malone, the biggest kid in the second grade.

Description:

Title: Jigsaw Jones - 1 - The Case of Hermie the Missing Hamster - James 
Grade
Level: 01-04

Early chapter book readers have a new classroom hero in clever, dependable, puzzle-crazy
Jigsaw Jones. With the help of his Top Secret Detective Journal and his ace partner, Mila, 
Jigsaw is hot on the trail of Hermie the missing hamster.

Description:

Title: Jigsaw Jones - 9 - The Case of the Stinky Science Project - James 
Grade
Level: 01-04

Something stinks! And it's coming from a science project in Ms. Gleason's classroom. 
Could someone have sabotaged the volcano? Looks like another mystery for the best 
detectives in the second grade!

Description:
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Title: Jigsaw Jones - 19 - The Case of the Golden Key - James Preller

Grade
Level: 01-04

Missing hamsters, lost coins, haunted houses...Jigsaw Jones has seen it all before. With 
his top secret detective journal, eye for detail, and ace partner Mila, Jigsaw is always ready
to take on a new case.What's hidden in the attic of the new boy in town? It's a spooky 
mystery for the best detectives in town.

Description:

Title: Jigsaw Jones - 8 - The Case of the Great Sled Race - James Preller
Grade
Level: 01-04

After a huge snowstorm, the neighborhood kids go sledding at Long Hill. Everyone's having
a great time - until one of the sleds disappears. It's up to super-sleuth Jigsaw Jones and his
partner, Mila, to solve this chilly case!

Description:

Title: Jigsaw Jones - 17 - The Case of the Disappearing Dinosaur - James 
Grade
Level: 01-04

Missing hamsters, lost coins, haunted houses...Jigsaw Jones has seen it all before. With 
his top secret detective journal, eye for detail, and ace partner Mila, Jigsaw is always ready
to take on a new case.Now you see it, now you don't! Danika is doing a magic act at Bigs's
birthday party. For her biggest trick, she makes Bigs's favorite toy disappear. Poof--it's 
gone! But where did it go? Even Danika doesn't know. Time for Jigsaw and Mila to use their
own tricks and fix this mixed-up magic.

Description:
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Title: Jigsaw Jones - 13 - The Case of the Detective in Disguise - James 

Grade
Level: 01-04

Someone is stealing brownies from Mike and Mary¹s sandwich shop. Jigsaw is piecing 
together the clues‹one crumb at a time. But no one is going to snatch a brownie while a 
detective is watching. Time for Jigsaw to go undercover and catch this brownie bandit.

Description:

Title: Jigsaw Jones - 20 - The Case of the Race Against Time - James Preller
Grade
Level: 02-03

This book deals with many problems fourth graders go through, from fitting in with your 
friends to apologizing to others when you are wrong. Bob Lanier writes a great story about 
three friends who love to play basketball (four friends if you count Joe's sister Sam). In this
book, the boys are trying to think of a nickname for their new friend Gan.

Description:

Title: Time Warp Trio #09 - See You Later Gladiator - Jon Scieszka
Grade
Level: 02-03

Joe, Sam, and Fred didn't mean to open Joe's magic book again, but while they were 
wrestling, they bumped into the bookcase and now they are back in the golden age of 
Rome, trying to do as the Romans do, as gladiators. Will their moves, culled from hours of
watching WWF, impress in the Coliseum, or are they history? Fear not-the boys triumph in 
the arena, using their cleverness and ingenuity against tridents and swords. Scieszka has 
an ear for the fast-paced language and sense of humor of school-aged kids and this book 
continues to illustrate his talents. McCauley's black-and-white cartoons are a perfect match
for the action-packed text. This is an excellent addition to the series and fans of the "Time
Warp Trio" will shout "thumbs up" for these three would-be gladiators.

Description:
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Title: Time Warp Trio #11 - Hey Kid, Want to Buy a Bridge  - Jon Scieszka

Grade
Level: 02-03

Joe, Fred, and Sam, the Time Warp Trio, should know better by now than to mess around
with The Book--a magical book given to Joe by his uncle. But this time they really think they
have things under control... until Sam's latest invention, the Graphi-Sonic, accidentally 
interfaces with The Book, and the boys wind up traveling back in time to 1877. At least they
recognize the turf--it's still their hometown of Brooklyn, minus the cars and skyscrapers. 
And plus one very addled Thomas Edison. Not to mention the trio's great-granddaughters 
from the future, who have (still with us?) inherited The Book. Now, all they have to do is find
The Book (which is missing again) and skedaddle back to the future before the phonograph
and light bulb and Edison's other inventions lose their chance of being invented.

Description:

Title: As Long as the Rivers Flow - Larry Loyie
Grade
Level: 03-06

 As Long as the River Flow is a picture book that belies its format. The length and 
complexity of the text is easily that of chapter books for younger readers, the sort which 
usually contain a few illustrations per chapter.
The author, Larry Loyie, is a Cree who grew up in northern Alberta in the 1940s, just before
the destruction of native society through the assimilationist agenda as of the residential 
schools. This book is his autobiography presented as a 3rd person story about Lawrence, a
10- year-old native boy. The story establishes some common ground with children 
everywhere. There is a pesky little sister, a peer group of cousins to best when picking 
berries or comparing pets, and the universal longing to grow up quickly and do adult things.
But for the most part, this story is an earnest, serious effort to preserve in memory a very 
different time and place, to recover the values of a way of life and pass them on, because 
that life has been largely destroyed.
The text is packed with information about Cree practices and traditions, all filtered through 
Lawrence, who learns from every adult around him. He applies his uncle’s teachings about
how to read moose signs, and his grandfather’s explanation of the difference between 
grizzly and black bear tracks. His grandmother educates him about medicinal plants, and 
reminds him always to give thanks to Mother Earth for each thing taken from it: a pinch of 
tobacco replaces each dugout plant. And like the orphaned owl the children have adopted,
whose evenings of play on a clothesline also strengthen its wings, readying it for flight and 
independence. Even Lawrence’s games such as “fooling a beaver” help him develop the 
patience and discipline required by a hunter. Whether he’s doing his many chores or 
reflecting upon the wise tales of his elders, everything in Lawrence's world teaches him and
prepares him for life as a native man on the land.

Description:
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Title: Uncollected - Paul Jennings

Grade
Level: 03-06

Here is a collection of twenty-six unreal, unbelievable and quirky tales that are wildly funny,
outrageously strange, and shockingly scary by Australia's most popular author for children.

Description:

Title: The Dragonling Collectors Edition - Jackie French Koller
Grade
Level: 02-06

Darek, nine, is envious of his older brother Clep's first dragonquest in spite of its inherent 
danger. When the hunters return to the village with their prize, the body of a Great Blue 
(one of the largest and fiercest of dragons), they also bring the body of Clep's best friend. 
Later that night, Darek discovers a whimpering young dragonling emerging from the dead 
beast's pouch. In spite of his lifelong conditioning to hate dragons, he finds himself 
befriending the orphan; in helping him find the Valley of the Dragons, he learns that the few
dragons left in the valley have no natural enmity toward humans and need not be feared or
hunted. In a final confrontation between creatures and villagers, Darek speaks up for 
harmony, and changes the future for them all. Simple and predictable stuff, indeed, but 
while this book lacks the depth or subtlety of Jane Yolen's or Anne McCaffrey's dragon 
books, it is entirely suitable for the intended beginning chapter-book audience. Full-page 
black-and-white drawings are scattered among the brief chapters, depicting villagers in 
vaguely medieval dress and a thoroughly adorable dragonling. Darek and his new friend 
are sympathetic characters, at once brave and timid, charging forward while hanging back, 
like children everywhere. Young readers will identify with Darek, share his fondness for the
dragon, and applaud their final success.

Description:

Title: Secrets of Droon SE - 1 The Magic Escapes - Tony Abbott
Grade
Level: 01-04

Magic is on the move... into the real world. As Eric and his friends venture beyond the 
jeweled door and down the dark stairway, they enter a whole new chapter in their Droon 
adventures. They enter the "Upper World" -- our world. In this exciting special edition, for 
the first time ever, the magical world of Droon is expanding into the real world. Wizards, 
goblins, and all kinds of magical mischief are in store -- and this time, it's not just a wonder
of Droon. It's a reality.

Description:
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Title: Secrets of Droon - 02 - Journey to the Volcano Palace - Tony Abbott

Grade
Level: 01-04

The story begins when 3 friends Julie, Eric, and Neal find a little room under the basement
stairs. They closed the door and the lights went off.Then they found themselves on a 
multicolored stairway. To a new world called Droon. This time the three friends have a 
bigger problem than before. The evil Lord Sparr has stollen the red eye of dawn from 
princess Keeah. Eric, Julie and Neal help Princess Keeah get the jewel back.They must 
travel through Droons magical dunes to get to Sparrs volcano palace.

Description:

Title: Skinnybones - Barbara Park
Grade
Level: 03-06

For the smallest kid on the baseball team, Alex “Skinnybones” Frankovitch has a major-
league big mouth! But when he brags his way into a pitching contest, this might be one 
mess that not even Alex can talk his way out of.

Description:

Title: A Prairie Boy's Winter - William Kurelek
Grade
Level: 02-06

A dazzling way to introduce kids (and grown-ups) to Canadian art…children will be 
fascinated

Description:

196Page



WYNN Books
Title: Mine for Keeps - Jean Little

Grade
Level: 03-06

Mine for Keeps was Jean Little's very first book for children. It won the Little, Brown 
Children's Book Award and set the author on a path that she has followed now for nearly 
four decades as a writer for children. More importantly, Mine for Keeps is as relevant to 
today's readers as it was when first published. It's an extraordinarily sensitive novel 
focusing on 10-year-old Sally Copeland, who has cerebral palsy. Sally is returning home for
the first time in several years, having been a long-term boarder in a special school for the 
children with disabilities. It's not easy for Sally, or for her family, to adjust to this new 
situation. But with the help of her little dog, Susie, Sally discovers within herself the power 
to stretch her physical limits and come to terms with her new classmates and teacher. 
Susie is also the key to helping Sally make new friends and especially important in Sally's 
relationship with Piet, a young immigrant who, like Sally, feels unable to adjust to his new 
home. Little has a no-nonsense approach to living with disabilities, and she eloquently and
honestly explores Sally's handicap within the context of a thoughtful and provocative novel
about coming to terms with being different.

Description:

Title: The Belonging Place - Jean Little
Grade
Level: 03-06

To ease her boredom while her broken leg mends, 16-year-old Elspet writes her life story, 
from her early years in Scotland to her family's homestead in Canada in the mid-19th 
century. After Elspet's mother dies when she is three, her seafaring father places the girl 
with her uncle's family in the Scottish countryside. When her father is lost at sea, Elspet is 
adopted by them. Although she feels secure and happy, she strongly resists Da's decision 
to take the family to Canada and is unable to express her fear of moving. In Canada, the 
family settles on a remote homestead. The loneliness of the backwoods is relieved when 
neighbors settle nearby. The ship voyage is depicted as typically miserable with 
seasickness, filth, stench, and boredom, and the new land is properly majestic and 
inspiring. There are enough bannocks and bairns to give the flavor of the auld country but 
no real explanation of the hardships of life in northern Scotland or the reason why so many
people were leaving. However, Little excels in creating characters dealing, or not dealing, 
with their feelings. Surrounded by unfaltering love, Elspet writes of her lingering fears and 
doubts about her place in the family. With their need for belonging and love, young people
will identify with and understand her.

Description:

Title: Time Warp Trio #10 - Sam Samurai  - Jon Scieszka
Grade
Level: 02-06

The Time Warp Trio is off again! This time, Sam, Fred, and Joe are working on a haiku 
writing assignment when they accidentally trigger their time travel Book and are transported
back to old Japan. According to the rules, they can't return to the 21st century until they find
the Book in the past. Unfortunately, it tends to hide in difficult and dangerous places-and 
important features like its "Auto Translator" keep malfunctioning. Posing as itinerant 
entertainers, the three friends encounter the warrior samurai Tada Honda, his cruel war 
leader Owattabutt, and even their own great-granddaughters who are time-traveling from 
the future (and who have a much more advanced understanding of the process). Haiku 
verses are sprinkled through the text. Elements of Japanese history blend with wild 
anachronisms and off-the-wall humor in an adventure that will be welcomed by children. 
The short text and snappy humor make the story a good choice for reluctant readers.

Description:
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Title: Time Warp Trio #05 - 2095 - Jon Scieszka

Grade
Level: 02-06

The Time Warp Trio is back--to the future, this time, as Joe, Fred, and Sam travel to the 
year 2095, again courtesy of Uncle Joe's magic book. Launching their trip from the 1920s 
room in the Natural History Museum, the boys arrive in the future's museum, where they 
see the 1990s showcased in an exhibit of the past. Such ironies of time travel abound as 
the three encounter their great-grandchildren, who rightly strive to return their ancestors to 
the past. Scieszka writes with a kid's perspective at all times, blending a warp-speed pace
with humor that ranges from brainy riddles to low brow upchuck jokes. Although the plot is a
bit thin and meandering, readers will find sufficient distraction in the robots and levitation 
footwear of the future. Smith targets the audience equally well with black pencil illustrations
brimming with zany, adolescent hyperbole.

Description:

Title: The Polar Express - Chris Van Allsburg
Grade
Level: K-03

Given a talented and aggressive imagination, even the challenge of as cliche-worn a 
subject as Santa Claus can be met effectively. Van Allsburg's Polar Express is an old-
fashioned steam train that takes children to the North Pole on Christmas Eve to meet the 
red-suited gentleman and to see him off on his annual sleigh ride. This is a personal 
retelling of the adult storyteller's adventures as a youngster on that train. The telling is 
straight, thoughtfully clean-cut and all the more mysterious for its naive directness; the 
message is only a bit less direct: belief keeps us young at heart. The full-page images are 
theatrically lit. Colors are muted, edges of forms are fuzzy, scenes are set sparsely, leaving
the details to the imagination. The light comes only from windows of buildings and the train
or from a moon that's never depicted. Shadows create darkling spaces and model the 
naturalistic figures of children, wolves, trees, old-fashioned furniture and buildings. Santa 
Claus and his reindeer seem like so many of the icons bought by parents to decorate yards
and rooftops: static, posed with stereotypic gestures. These are scenes from a memory of 
long ago, a dreamy reconstruction of a symbolic experience, a pleasant remembrance 
rebuilt to fufill a current wish: if only you believe, you too will hear the ringing of the silver 
bell that Santa gave him and taste rich hot chocolate in your ride through the wolf-infested 
forests of reality. Van Allsburg's express train is one in which many of us wish to believe.

Description:

Title: Wisakyjak and the New World - Adam Ballantyne
Grade
Level: 01-06

THIS STORY GOES BACK to the days of long ago before the white man came among us 
and when Wisakyjak, about whom I shall tell you, was on the earth. Wisakyjak [pronouced
wee-sak-ee-jack] is one of the many characters within the spiritual world of the Woodland 
Cree Indians of Northern Canada. According to the Indians, Wisakyjak lived a long time 
ago, "when the world was young and animals and people could talk to one another." He is 
thought of as the Clever One and is capable of doing both good and bad. A trickster as well
as a friend, Wisakyjak is responsible for changing many of the animals so that they appear 
to us as they do today.

Description:
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Title: The House of Wooden Santas - Kevin Major

Grade
Level: 01-06

Some Christmas stories work on levels so unbearably bright that they blight out all 
possibility of endearment. That's what makes The House Of Wooden Santas so wonderful,
because for once it tells a very contemporary and realistic tale that helps to make the magic
all the more pleasing. It tells of Jesse, a boy living with his struggling mother in 
Newfoundland while his father ignores him from the other coast. Things are rough and 
Jesse is lost, questioning all facets of his life, including the existence of Santa. Kevin Major
makes it so that when Jesse comes to realize his miracle, it is inspiring and powerful, 
showing that believing is worth it.

Description:

Title: From Anna - Jean Little
Grade
Level: 03-06

Moving is never easy, especially when you're a little 9-year-old girl moving from the tumult
of living in Nazi Germany to Canada in the 1930s. And if you're clumsy and your older 
brothers and sisters all call you "Awkward Anna" as well, it's even worse. In award-winning
writer Jean Little's poignant novel, From Anna, readers are sure to be touched by Anna 
Soldens's struggles with her new home in Canada, the unfamiliar language of English, and
the realization that, in fact, there is a reason for her being such an awkward child. When it's
discovered that Anna needs glasses and that her clumsiness is actually the result of being
visually impaired, Anna's life changes completely. Suddenly her brothers and sisters see 
Anna in a new light and try to make amends for being unkind. From Anna is one of Jean 
Little's most popular novels, and it's little wonder.

Description:

Title: How the Grinch Stole Christmas - Dr. Seuss
Grade
Level: K-03

 "The Grinch hated Christmas! The whole Christmas season! / Now, please don't ask why.
No one quite knows the reason." Dr. Seuss's small-hearted Grinch ranks right up there with
Scrooge when it comes to the crankiest, scowling holiday grumps of all time. For 53 years, 
the Grinch has lived in a cave on the side of a mountain, looming above the Whos in 
Whoville. The noisy holiday preparations and infernal singing of the happy little citizens 
below annoy him to no end. The Grinch decides this frivolous merriment must stop. His 
"wonderful, awful" idea is to don a Santa outfit, strap heavy antlers on his poor, quivering 
dog Max, construct a makeshift sleigh, head down to Whoville, and strip the chafingly 
cheerful Whos of their Yuletide glee once and for all.

Looking quite out of place and very disturbing in his makeshift Santa get-up, the Grinch 
slithers down chimneys with empty bags and stealing the Whos' presents, their food, even 
the logs from their humble Who-fires. He takes the ramshackle sleigh to Mt. Crumpit to 
dump it and waits to hear the sobs of the Whos when they wake up and discover the 
trappings of Christmas have disappeared. Imagine the Whos' dismay when they discover 
the evil-doings of Grinch in his anti-Santa guise. But what is that sound? It's not sobbing, 
but singing! Children simultaneously adore and fear this triumphant, twisted Seussian 
testimonial to the undaunted cheerfulness of the Whos, the transcendent nature of joy, and
of course, the growth potential of a heart that's two sizes too small. This holiday classic is 
perfect for reading aloud to your favorite little Whos.

Description:

199Page



WYNN Books
Title: Magic Tree House - #29 - Christmas in Camelot - Mary Pope Osborne

Grade
Level: 01-04

A cup, a compass, a key: the magic tree house has brought siblings Annie and Jack to 
Camelot, where they embark on a mysterious mission to find these enigmatic gifts. In this 
special hardcover addition to the best selling Magic Tree House series, the young 
adventurers must travel to the Otherworld, an "ancient, enchanted land beyond the edge of
the Earth, the place where all magic began" to save Camelot from dark wizard Mordred's 
evil spell. If they fail, Camelot will be forgotten forever. Fans of the beloved, highly readable
series by Mary Pope Osborne will rise to the challenge of this longer, more complex 
companion to her other titles, which include Earthquake in the Early Morning and Twister 
on Tuesday. As in every story in the sequence, Jack and Annie bravely plunge into their 
quest, learning about a culture and time very far removed from their own, and prove once 
again that children can make a difference.

Description:

Title: One Hundred Shining Candles - Janet Lunn
Grade
Level: 01-04

A much-honored Canadian author tells a heartwarming Christmas story set in a wilderness
cabin in 1800. With Ma ill, Pa tells Lucy and Dan that there can be no presents this year. 
Then their schoolmaster's story of an elegant city celebration gives them an idea: using the
family's carefully stored tallow and precious red madder, they will make at least a few 
candles to surprise their parents and brighten the holiday. And so they do, with just a few 
setbacks.

Description:

Title: The Christmas Miracle of Jonathan Toomey - Susan Wojciechowski
Grade
Level: 01-06

"Christmas is pish-posh," grumbles Jonathan Toomey, the best wood carver in the valley. 
He's a Scroogelike recluse; but he's a gentle grouch, it turns out, and he hides a sad secret.
He's transformed, not by Dickensian ghosts, but by an eager seven-year-old boy and his 
widowed mother who ask him to make them a Christmas creche. The story verges on the 
sentimental, but it's told with feeling and lyricism (he "traveled till his tears stopped" ). 
Lynch's sweeping illustrations, in shades of wood grain, are both realistic and gloriously 
romantic, focusing on faces and hands at work before the fire and in the lamplight. In a 
beautiful, elemental scene, the angry wood carver stands on the threshold of his home, 
disturbed by the gentle widow and her son who want his help and will transform his life.

Description:
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Title: The Nutcracker - Karen Kain

Grade
Level: 01-04

Two professional ballerinas have collaborated on this striking staging of the classic ballet, 
based on James Kudelka's National Ballet of Canada production. The narrative reads 
smoothly, but it's the art that steals the show. Peopled with doll-like folk-art figures, 
Kupesic's full-page illustrations, each one opposite a page of text decorated with a gilded 
motif^B, are intense with luminous colors, their rich details making up for their lack of 
movement. Particularly impressive are the renderings of textured fabrics, draped, folded, 
and pleated, which seem almost touchable. Sundry versions and formats of this holiday 
favorite exist--from picture books by Vladimir Vagin and Deborah Hautzig (with illustrations
by Diane Goode) to pop-ups, photographic re-creations, and even Advent calendars. What
this version offers, along with visual elegance, is a simplified, straightforward telling that 
parents wanting to brief children before a performance will especially appreciate.

Description:

Title: The Night Before Christmas - Will Moses
Grade
Level: 01-04

Moses continues in the tradition of folk painter Grandma Moses with his rendition of the 
poem. In the preface, he shares childhood memories about his family's personal copy of 
the poem that she illustrated. Cozy and quaint oil paintings reflect the quiet beauty of 1800 
rural New England. Playful details such as finding the same mouse throughout the book will
be fun for children to explore and share. Full spreads interspersed between the verses give
striking panoramic views of the sleeping town and the old-fashioned home. The artist's 
style, echoing the primitive style of his famous great-grandmother, lends itself well to this 
very traditional version of the Christmas classic.

Description:

Title: Forward Shakespeare - Jean Little
Grade
Level: 02-06

Young readers who enjoyed Jean Little's Rescue Pup will be captivated by the further 
adventures of Shakespeare, a young Seeing Eye dog. This sequel, Forward, 
Shakespeare!, begins with Shakespeare returning to the Seeing Eye training school to be 
partnered with a high school boy who has recently become blind. The real life experiences
with her own three Seeing Eye dogs enables Jean Little, a favorite Canadian children's 
author, to capture the emotions experienced by Tim as he learns to trust his new canine 
companion and begins to regain his independence. Shakespeare's ability to "understand 
Human" adds a human quality that enables young readers to easily connect with his 
character.

Description:

201Page



WYNN Books
Title: Indian Shoes - Cynthia Leitich Smith

Grade
Level: 02-05

Smith adds her voice to the precious few authors portraying realistic contemporary life for 
Indian children. Although she tells little of his background, the author uses six vignette 
chapters to introduce Ray, an affable mixed-blood Cherokee-Seminole boy living in 
Chicago with his Grampa Halfmoon. With humor, compassion, and ingenuity, Ray trades 
his own high-tops for some old-time Seminole moccasins for his grandfather, overcomes 
wardrobe trouble to serve as ring bearer in a family friend's wedding, and harbors a 
houseful of neighbors' pets during a winter power outage. He wins third place in a local art
contest, inspires team spirit for his baseball team with a unique and colorful haircut, and 
enjoys the quiet splendor of a predawn fishing trip with his grandfather during a visit with 
relatives in Oklahoma. There are no mystical nature spirits or cathartic history lessons, only
the everyday challenges common to any contemporary kid, as experienced by an Indian 
boy who is firmly grounded in his own family's heritage. With its unadorned portrayal of 
urban Indian life, Shoes is a good book for any elementary-aged reluctant reader, and a 
necessity for indigenous children everywhere.

Description:

Title: Poppy - Avi
Grade
Level: 03-06

A fast-paced, allegorical animal story. Mr. Ocax is a great horned owl who rules the mice 
who live around Dimwood Forest, preying on their fears by promising protection from the 
dreaded porcupine in exchange for unconditional obedience. Challenging his despotic 
authority is the smart-talking, earring-sporting golden mouse Ragweed, whose refusal to 
obey turns him into a meal for the owl. His timid sweetheart Poppy returns home, where 
she learns that a delegation must go to request permission from Mr. Ocax to relocate half of
the mouse family as they have outgrown their present quarters. When he refuses, Poppy, 
inspired by Ragweed's independent thinking, decides to undertake the scouting journey to 
the proposed new home anyway, encountering along the way an irreverent porcupine who
explains that he and his ilk are no threat to mice. Armed with Ragweed's earring, a quill 
sword, and the awareness of the owl's deception, she plans to expose Ocax as a cowardly
bully. She finds herself in a fierce battle with him, resulting in his death and allowing for the
mice's liberation. This exciting story is richly visual, subtly humorous, and skillfully laden 
with natural-history lessons. The anthropomorphism is believable and the characters are 
memorable. The underlying messages, to challenge unjust authority and to rely on logic 
and belief in oneself, are palatably blended with action and suspense. Black-and-white 
illustrations are in keeping with the changing moods and forest locale. A thoroughly 
enjoyable book.

Description:

Title: How to do Homework Without Throwing Up - Trevor Romain
Grade
Level: 03-06

Contrary to what children believe, homework is not meant to make them miserable. It is a 
serious business, however, and one of the great things about it is that "you get to do it at 
home." This and other homework homilies, along with strategies for getting tasks done, are
presented in a humorous, lively format with black-and-white cartoon drawings. Designed to
make kids laugh while recognizing the importance of school assignments, this is a great 
little paperback for parents and educators to share with those who think homework is the 
bane of childhood.

Description:
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Title: The Buffalo and the Indians - A Shared Destiny - Dorothy Hinshaw 

Grade
Level: 03-06

This beautiful, well-written book opens with the years before the Europeans came to 
America, discussing how the bison and Native Americans came to the New World, the 
importance of the animal to the survival of the Plains Indians, and the Native peoples' 
spiritual relationship with the buffalo. The next two chapters discuss how the arrival of the 
white men brought the horses that improved the hunting techniques and lives of the Native
Americans, but also led to the destruction of their way of life and the near extinction of the 
bison. The final chapter relates the myth of the white buffalo and ties the 1994 birth of a 
white buffalo to the recent resurgence of interest in Native American ideas, rituals, and 
respect for the natural environment and the increase in buffalo populations. Each chapter 
opens with a retelling of a Native myth. Patent's narrative is clear and her writing is almost 
lyrical. Muñoz's breathtaking color photos of bison, landscapes, and artifacts are mixed with
reproductions of period art and illustrations. Although The Buffalo Hunters (Time-Life, 1999)
covers much of the same material in greater depth, it is more suited to an older audience 
and is not as well written as this title. Patent's remarkable book deserves a place in every 
collection.

Description:

Title: The Great Gilly Hopkins - Katherine Paterson
Grade
Level: 03-06

Gilly Hopkins is a determined-to-be-unpleasant 11-year-old foster kid who the reader can't
help but like by the end. Gilly has been in the foster system all her life, and she dreams of 
getting back to her (as she imagines) wonderful mother. (The mother makes these longings
worse by writing the occasional letter.) Gilly is all the more determined to leave after she's 
placed in a new foster home with a "gross guardian and a freaky kid." But she soon learns
about illusions--the hard way. This Newbery Honor Book manages to treat a somewhat 
grim, and definitely grown-up theme with love and humor, making it a terrific read for a 
young reader who's ready to learn that "happy" and "ending" don't always go together.

Description:

Title: Chocolate Fever - Robert Kimmel Smith
Grade
Level: 02-05

Chocolate lovers will identify with Henry Green who eats chocolate wherever and however
he wants. What a shock when he breaks out in a rash of brown spots that smell like 
chocolate! After running away from the doctor at the hospital, Henry stands up to a gang of
boys, hitches a ride with a truck driverand is hijacked along with him. Veteran character 
voice actor Lionel Wilson reads Robert Kimmel Smith's book (Coward, 1972; Dell, pap.). 
Some of the character voices are exaggerated stereotypes emphasizing the humor of the 
book. Embedded in this tale are lessons in courage, caring, moderation, and prejudice.

Description:
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Title: A Taste of Blackberries - Doris Buchanan Smith

Grade
Level: 02-05

In Smith's moving story, a prank ends in tragedy, and a boy must learn to live not only with 
the loss of a friend, but with the feeling that he could have prevented it.

Description:

Title: Brother Eagle, Sister Sky - Susan Jeffers
Grade
Level: 01-06

Chief Sealth (called "Seattle" by Jeffers) may not, in fact, be the historical source of the 
speech commonly attributed to him, and abridged and adapted here. But the message it 
conveys has never been more pointed, poignant, and powerful. Jeffers's popular pen-and-
color style means that the illustrations are romantic and attractive. Alas, her entire stock of
characters appears to have come from Sioux Central Casting, complete with Plains ponies
and tipis (and one incongruous birchbark canoe lifted from the Algonquians). The beautiful
and important words of the text ("The earth does not belong to us. We belong to the
earth. . . All things are connected like the blood that unites us.") are not well served by 
images that ignore the rich diversity of Amerindian cultures (even Sealth's own Northwest 
people) in favor of cigar-store redskins in feathers and fringe. Where Jeffers's book is used,
it should be supplemented with others more sensitive to Native American heritage.

Description:

Title: Flat Stanley - Jeff Brown
Grade
Level: 02-05

Poor Stanley. He's a perfectly normal boy until one morning he wakes up flat. After his 
parents peel the incriminating bulletin board off of him, Stanley must adjust to life as a 
pancake. He is a boy who takes this kind of thing in stride, though, and soon he's enjoying 
the advantages of squashedness. Sliding under closed doors is fun, and it's gratifying to be
of use to his mother when she drops her ring through a narrow metal grating. Expensive 
plane fare to California? No problem. Svelte Stanley folds comfortably into a brown paper 
envelope. There's even room left over in there for an egg-salad sandwich. But Stanley's 
true moment of glory comes when a gang of thieves begins stealing paintings from the 
Famous Museum of Art. The case seems hopeless--until our two-dimensional hero saves 
the day. Here is one boy who doesn't let his profile-challenged body stop him from living life
fully--that is, until his brother finds a way to help him become well rounded again. Jeff 
Brown's matter-of-fact tone and Tomi Ungerer's witty and engaging drawings tickle the 
funny bone, making this 1964 classic a perennial favorite.

Description:
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Title: A to Z Mysteries - The Missing Mummy - Ron Roy

Grade
Level: 02-03

M is for Mummy. . . .
It's Mummy Monday at the museum, and Dink, Josh, and Ruth Rose are excited about the
new Egyptian exhibit. It features a child mummy in an actual tomb! But then the mummy is
stolen and the tomb robbed of its treasure. Can Dink, Josh, and Ruth Rose unravel the 
mystery and return the mummy to its rightful resting place?

Description:

Title: A to Z Mysteries - The Runaway Racehorse - Ron Roy
Grade
Level: 02-05

And they’re off! Dink, Josh, and Ruth Rose are excited to see Uncle Warren’s new 
racehorse, Whirlaway, in action. But the night before the big race, the horse disappears! He
shows up the next day, just in time to lose the race. Why is Whirlaway suddenly so slow? 
Can the kids figure it out–or is Whirlaway out of the winner’s circle for good? A to Z 
Mysteries are fast-paced, collectible mysteries for beginning chapter book readers!

Description:

Title: A to Z Mysteries - Detective Camp
Grade
Level: 02-05

Dink, Josh, And Ruth Rose are back! This time, they’re off to a camp for detectives! The 
camp directors have set up a week of lessons in forensics and fun mysteries for the 
campers to solve. The kids are following the planned clues when they stumble upon a real
crime. This exciting extension to the A to Z Mysteries chapter book series features favorite
characters, a longer plot, alphabet clues, and a 26-letter message hidden in the art.

Description:
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Title: Junie B., First Grader Cheater Pants - Barbara Park

Grade
Level: 01-04

No one wants to be a cheater pants, a "nasty, rotten ratty pants," especially not first-grader
Junie B. Jones. However, in the latest addition to Park's popular early chapter-book series,
Junie B. is indeed guilty as charged. One day when she neglects to do her homework, she 
leans over to copy prissy, perfect, punctual May's paper. After being busted in an 
embarrassing fashion, Junie B. laments in her journal, "I wish I could disappear into thin 
hair." Fortunately, with the help of her teacher, Mr. Scary, she learns her lesson: she wasn't
"borrowing" May's homework, she was, in fact, cheating. Or was she? Park creates a 
wonderful classroom of distinct personalities, reflecting the best and most irksome parts of
being a kid with equal aplomb.

Description:

Title: Junie B First Grader at last - Barbara Park
Grade
Level: 01-04

While first grade offers a whole year of exciting possibilities for Junie B., things get off to a 
confusing start. Feeling tentative about her new teacher, she renames him Mr. Scary. Her 
last year's best friend now has two new best friends and her old bus pal has a new buddy.
Then, Junie's teacher discovers that she needs glasses. Now that is something to worry 
about. "What if Room One laughs their head off at me? What if I look like a goonie bird and
no one wants to be my friend?" However, her classmates, who already agree that twins 
with rhyming names, a boy with a spiky gel hairdo, and bilingual Jos are fascinating, 
determine that Junie B. and her purple glasses are definitely cool. As always, Park is in 
touch with what the kids know and how they feel. A satisfying read, especially for fans.

Description:

Title: Junie B Jones and a Little Monkey Business - Barbara Park
Grade
Level: 01-04

Because of an unusual misunderstanding, Junie B. Jones begins to think that her new baby
brother is "A REAL, ALIVE BABY MONKEY!" and she is taking bid from her "bestest" 
friends for the first look. So far she's got Lucille's locket, Grace's ring, Lucille's red sweater,
Grace's hightops, and Lucille's red chair. But when Junie tries to turn in the extra snack 
tickets that she's also extorted, she finds herself in the principal's office.

Description:
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Title: Junie B Jones is a Beauty Shop Guy - Barbara Park

Grade
Level: 01-04

This exuberant kindergartner's newest adventure begins with a visit to the local beauty 
shop. Fascinated with sitting in the "spinny" chair and helping the beautician give her dad a
haircut, Junie decides that her hopes and dreams are wrapped up in scissors, smelly hair 
gel, and fluffy towels. When her father warns her that it takes years of hard work to learn 
how to cut hair, the girl takes his advice and starts practicing...on her bunny slippers, on the
dog, and eventually on herself. When she goes to school wearing three hats to cover her 
unfortunate "sprigs," only her teacher and a session with the real beautician can save her.
Parks does an excellent job of keeping her adult characters real, in charge, yet not 
overbearing. Junie's teacher's sympathy and understanding are heartwarming, and her 
dad's exasperation is completely believable. Junie is always the focus and the one who 
solves the dilemma, this time by confessing to her teacher and admitting that she might 
need some help. Brunkus's illustrations complete the child's exploits. The honesty and 
inventiveness of this savvy kindergartner make the Junie B. books accessible and 
completely enjoyable.

Description:

Title: Junie B Jones and Her Big Fat Mouth - Barbara Park
Grade
Level: 01-04

In another hilarious, easy chapter book about Junie B. Jones, the irrepressible 
kindergartner veers from catastrophe to rapture and back again. This time she has trouble
deciding what to be on Job Day. Older kids will laugh at Junie's mistakes and 
misunderstandings, especially with language, and they'll remember their own bewilderment
and bloopers. She gets punished for shooting off her big fat mouth ("Punishment is the 
school word for sitting at a big table all by yourself"). She's frank that the Pledge of 
Allegiance is a jumble for her ("I don't know what that dumb story is even talking about"). 
She's heartbroken to discover that Mickey Mouse isn't real. When she hates, she hates 
(even her "bestest" friend); when she's humiliated, she can't bear it ("I hided my head").

Description:

Title: Junie B Jones and the Mushy Gushy Valentime - Barbara Park
Grade
Level: 01-04

It's a mushy gushy mystery!
Hurray! February 14—Valentime's Day, as June B. calls it—is just around the corner. Junie
B. can't wait to see all the valentimes she'll get. But she never expected a big, mushy card 
from a secret admirer! Who is this secret mystery guy, anyway? Junie B. is determined to 
find out!

Description:
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Title: Pony Pals - 12 - Keep Out, Pony - Jeanne Betancourt

Grade
Level: 01-04

When Pam and her pony Lightning find a sheep pen on Pony Pal trail they are very 
surprised. Anna and LuLu are also surprised. When they find out who owns the sheep pen.

Description:

Title: Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day - Judith 
Grade
Level: K-03

I went to sleep with gum in my mouth and now there's gum in my hair and when I got out of
bed this morning I tripped on the skateboard and by mistake I dropped my sweater in the 
sink while the water was running and I could tell it was going to be a terrible, horrible, no 
good, very bad day."

So begin the trials and tribulations of the irascible Alexander, who has been earning the 
sympathy of readers since 1972. People of all ages have terrible, horrible days, and 
Alexander offers us the cranky commiseration we crave as well as a reminder that things 
may not be all that bad. As Alexander's day progresses, he faces a barrage of bummers 
worthy of a country- western song: getting smushed in the middle seat of the car, a 
dessertless lunch sack, a cavity at the dentist's office, stripeless sneakers, witnessing 
kissing on television, and being forced to sleep in railroad-train pajamas. He resolves 
several times to move to Australia.

Judith Viorst flawlessly and humorously captures a child's testy temperament, rendering 
Alexander sympathetic rather than whiny. Our hero's gum-styled hair and peevish 
countenance are artfully depicted by Ray Cruz's illustrations. An ALA Notable Book, 
Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day is a great antidote to bad 
days everywhere, sure to put a smile on even the crabbiest of faces.

Description:

Title: Brady Brady and the B Team - Mary Shaw and Chuck Temple
Grade
Level: 01-03

It's the start of the new hockey season for the Icehogs. Brady Brady and all his friends are 
sure that this is going to be the best season yet. At the first practice, everyone is ready to 
work hard to get ready for their first game against the Hounds.

But Chester the goalie isn't there. In fact, Chester doesn't show up for the game against the
Hounds either. It goes without saying that the Icehogs lose, very badly. The team members
start to wonder why Chester wasn't at the game. Why hadn't he told anyone that he wasn't
going to show up?

Things only get worse for the team as Kev overhears Chester talking the next day at 
school. Chester tells his teacher something about being on the B team. Could it really be 
true? Did Chester abandon his friends to join another hockey team? Brady Brady and the 
rest of the Icehogs are about to get an important lesson in friendship, loyalty, and 
dependability.

Description:
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Title: Coyote Places the Stars - Harriet Peck Taylor

Grade
Level: 01-04

Based on a Wasco Native American legend, this dramatically illustrated pourquoi tale 
explains the designs of the constellations. It is the curious coyote who decides to discover 
the secrets of the heavens by creating a ladder of arrows he shoots into the sky. Once in 
the heavens, he moves the stars around forming the shapes of his animal friends, and he 
calls them all together to enjoy his handiwork. The simple, quickly moving text is luminously
illustrated with colorful border designs around some of the text as well as full-and double-
page spreads of the constellations, Southwestern landscape, and animals, created by 
painting dyes on cotton fabric and detailing with the wax-resist batik method. This technique
affords an effective white outline of important objects. The onomatopoetic language makes
this a natural tale for classroom reading, but the artwork can be best appreciated by 
independent readers.

Description:

Title: Fantastic Mr. Fox - Roald Dahl
Grade
Level: 03-06

In the tradition of The Adventures of Peter Rabbit, this is a "garden tale" of farmer versus 
vermin, or vice versa. The farmers in this case are a vaguely criminal team of three 
stooges: "Boggis and Bunce and Bean / One fat, one short, one lean. / These horrible 
crooks / So different in looks / Were nonetheless equally mean." Whatever their prowess as
poultry farmers, within these pages their sole objective is the extermination of our hero--the
noble, the clever, the Fantastic Mr. Fox. Our loyalties are defined from the start; after all, 
how could you cheer for a man named Bunce who eats his doughnuts stuffed with mashed
goose livers? As one might expect, the farmers in this story come out smelling like ... well,
what farmers occasionally do smell like.

Description:

Title: The Whipping Boy - Sid Fleischman
Grade
Level: 03-07

With his flair for persuading readers to believe in the ridiculous, Fleischman scores a hit 
with his new creation. Sis's skillful pictures emphasize events in the adventures of the 
orphan Jemmy, kept in his king's palace to be thrashed for the offenses committed by the 
royal heir, known as Prince Brat. It is forbidden to punish Brat, whose tricks multiply until 
Jemmy is tempted to escape the daily round of flogging. But the prince himself takes off 
and forces the whipping boy to go with him. As they get into and out of trouble on the 
outside, Jemmy hears that he has been accused of abducting Brat. When the prince 
arranges for their return to the palace, poor Jemmy fears the worst, but things turn out for 
the best at the story's satisfying close. Colorful types like a thief called Hold-Your-Nose 
Billy, Betsy and her dancing bear Petunia, et al., increase the fun.

Description:
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Title: Sarah, Plain and Tall

Grade
Level: 03-07

MacLachlan, author of Unclaimed Treasures, has written an affecting tale for children. In 
the late 19th century a widowed midwestern farmer with two children--Anna and Caleb--
advertises for a wife. When Sarah arrives she is homesick for Maine, especially for the 
ocean which she misses greatly. The children fear that she will not stay, and when she 
goes off to town alone, young Caleb--whose mother died during childbirth--is stricken with 
the fear that she has gone for good. But she returns with colored pencils to illustrate for 
them the beauty of Maine, and to explain that, though she misses her home, "the truth of it 
is I would miss you more." The tale gently explores themes of abandonment, loss and love.

Description:

Title: Number the Stars - Lois Lowry
Grade
Level: 03-07

The evacuation of Jews from Nazi-held Denmark is one of the great untold stories of World
War II. On September 29, 1943, word got out in Denmark that Jews were to be detained 
and then sent to the death camps. Within hours the Danish resistance, population and 
police arranged a small flotilla to herd 7,000 Jews to Sweden. Lois Lowry fictionalizes a 
true-story account to bring this courageous tale to life. She brings the experience to life 
through the eyes of 10-year-old Annemarie Johannesen, whose family harbors her best 
friend, Ellen Rosen, on the eve of the round-up and helps smuggles Ellen's family out of the
country.

Description:

Title: The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane - Kate DiCamillo
Grade
Level: 02-05

This achingly beautiful story shows a true master of writing at her very best. Edward Tulane
is an exceedingly vain, cold-hearted china rabbit owned by 10-year-old Abilene Tulane, 
who dearly loves him. Her grandmother relates a fairy tale about a princess who never felt 
love; she then whispers to Edward that he disappoints her. His path to redemption begins 
when he falls overboard during the familys ocean journey. Sinking to the bottom of the sea
where he will spend 297 days, Edward feels his first emotion–fear. Caught in a fishermans
net, he lives with the old man and his wife and begins to care about his humans. Then their
adult daughter takes him to the dump, where a dog and a hobo find him. They ride the rails
together until Edward is cruelly separated from them. His heart is truly broken when next 
owner, four-year-old Sarah Ruth, dies. He recalls Abilenes grandmother with a new sense 
of humility, wishing she knew that he has learned to love. When his head is shattered by an
angry man, Edward wants to join Sarah Ruth but those he has loved convince him to live. 
Repaired by a doll store owner, he closes his heart to love, as it is too painful, until a wise 
doll tells him that he that he must open his heart for someone to love him. This superb book
is beautifully written in spare yet stirring language. The tender look at the changes from 
arrogance to grateful loving is perfectly delineated.

Description:
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Title: Elixir - Eric Walters

Grade
Level: 03-07

Twelve-year-old Ruth must spend her summer at the University of Toronto, where her 
mother is hired to clean the Institute of Biological Research. There, the lonely girl is 
befriended by Dr. Banting and his assistant Mr. Best, who are in search of a cure for 
diabetes. But much to Ruth's dismay, the research they are doing involves testing on 
animals. She's not the only one concerned about the dogs: a group of animal rights 
protestors become a regular fixture outside the institute.

When the group leader tries to enlist Ruth's support, she is torn between her sympathy for
animals and her loyalty to Dr. Banting and Mr. Best.

Description:

Title: A Sailor Returns - Theodore Taylor
Grade
Level: 03-07

Dramatic and powerful, this story deals with issues of trust, truth and the question of what it
means to be a family. It takes tremendous courage to ask for forgiveness - and tremendous
courage to forgive.

He's the kind of grandfather that any 11-year-old would love to have: a salty old scalawag 
who's sailed the Seven Seas, chock-full of tales about shark attacks, press gangs, Chinese
"tat parlors," and how the boys off Sumatra wear tiger-tooth amulets on the sheaths of their
fighting knives. (Realize, of course, that we're talking about 1914 here.)
Evan Bryant is just such an 11-year-old. And although he didn't even think he had a 
grandpa (his mom's dad was thought to have been lost at sea when she was only 3), a 
surprise letter arrives from him--one Thomas "Chips" Pentreath, formerly of Mouzel, 
England, now living in an old sailors' home in Brooklyn-- saying that he'd like to visit his 
long-lost daughter. Evan's mom and dad are both uneasy about reuniting with this 
mysterious relative, especially with such an impressionable young son about. But even they
don't realize that they might have reason to be leery--and they won't discover the old man's
guilty secret until after he arrives.
This exciting, fun, and downright convincing period tale about family, friendship, and 
honesty from veteran children's author Theodore Taylor is sure to make many a kid wish 
they'd be shanghaied.

Description:

Title: Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of Nimh - Robert C. O'Brien
Grade
Level: 03-07

There's something very strange about the rats living under the rosebush at the Fitzgibbon 
farm. But Mrs. Frisby, a widowed mouse with a sick child, is in dire straits and must turn to 
these exceptional creatures for assistance. Soon she finds herself flying on the back of a 
crow, slipping sleeping powder into a ferocious cat's dinner dish, and helping 108 brilliant, 
laboratory-enhanced rats escape to a utopian civilization of their own design, no longer to 
live "on the edge of somebody else's, like fleas on a dog's back."

This unusual novel, winner of the Newbery Medal (among a host of other accolades) snags
the reader on page one and reels in steadily all the way through to the exhilarating 
conclusion. Robert O'Brien has created a small but complete world in which a mother's 
concern for her son overpowers her fear of all her natural enemies and allows her to make
some extraordinary discoveries along the way.

Description:
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Title: A House Called Awful End - The Eddie Dickens Trilogy - Philip Ardagh

Grade
Level: 03-07

British author Ardagh launches the Eddie Dickens Trilogy with this tongue-in-cheek tale of a
hapless youth. A group of cockamamy adults manufactures most of the humor while the 
hero plays straight man: 11-year-old Eddie is sent away by his ailing parents so that he will
be spared their ill health. His mother calls him Jonathan ("for Jonathan was the pet name 
she called Eddie when she couldn't remember his real one"), and his father sends the boy 
packing with his (truly) Mad Uncle Jack. Most of the novel follows the boy, his uncle and his
Mad Aunt Maud and her stuffed stoat, Malcolm (whom Jack calls Sally), as they travel via 
stagecoach to their home, Awful End (they never get there). "To break the journey, Mad 
Uncle Jack stopped at a coaching inn called The Coaching Inn." Here things take a turn, 
and when events land Eddie in St. Horrid's Home for Grateful Orphans, he gets to show his
stuff. The omniscient narrator spoofs Charles Dickens's orphan tales with his offhand quips
(when Eddie is suddenly thrust into the orphanage, the narrator remarks, "Perhaps we'll 
never find out how he ended up in this godforsaken place. Perhaps we'll find out in the next
episode"). Roberts's hilarious pen-and-ink drawings of wide-eyed Eddie and his insane 
family resemble a cross between Charles Addams and Edward Gorey. Adult fans of Bleak
House and Oliver Twist will appreciate Ardagh's clever crafting, and kids who lap up 
Lemony Snicket's series will take quickly to this tale and clamor for the next.

Description:

Title: Everest - 1 - The Contest - Gordon Korman
Grade
Level: 03-07

Four kids. One mountain. They come from all across America to be the youngest kid ever 
to climb Everest. But only one will reach the top first. The competition is fierce. The 
preparation is intense. The challenge is breathtaking. When the final four reach the higher 
peaks, disaster strikes -- and all that separates the living from the dead is chance, bravery,
and action.

Description:

Title: In Flanders Fields - Linda Granfield
Grade
Level: 03-06

A beautifully illustrated version of the poem that immortalized the poppy which has come to
symbolize the toll exacted by war. Provides information about the poem, its poet, and the 
soldiers who inspired it. Original paintings and archival material.

Description:
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Title: Everest - 2 - The Climb - Gordon Korman

Grade
Level: 03-07

Four kids. One mountain. They come from all across America to be the youngest kid ever 
to climb Everest. But only one will reach the top first. The competition is fierce. The 
preparation is intense. The challenge is breathtaking. When the final four reach the higher 
peaks, disaster strikes -- and all that separates the living from the dead is chance, bravery,
and action.

Description:

Title: Everest - 3 - The Summit - Gordon Korman
Grade
Level: 03-07

Four kids. One mountain. They come from all across America to be the youngest kid ever 
to climb Everest. But only one will reach the top first. The competition is fierce. The 
preparation is intense. The challenge is breathtaking. When the final four reach the higher 
peaks, disaster strikes -- and all that separates the living from the dead is chance, bravery,
and action.

Description:

Title: Shabash - Ann Walsh
Grade
Level: 03-07

As a Sikh living in small-town British Columbia, Rana knows he is different; in fact, he is the
first Sikh in Dinway to join the hockey team. But Rana persists, making the team, and 
meets Les, who becomes a new friends. But the jibes from his teammates and community
members continue. Finally, just before the most important game of the season, an 
extraordinary event interrupts the lives of everyone in Dinway, and Rana explodes in anger,
risking his membership.

Description:
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Title: My Teacher is an Alien - Bruce Coville

Grade
Level: 03-07

Susan Simmons can tell that her new substitute teacher is really weird. But she doesn't 
know how weird until she catches him peeling off his face -- and realizes that "Mr. Smith" is
really an alien!

At first no one will believe her except Peter Thompson, the class brain. When Peter and 
Susan discover Mr. Smith's horrible plans for their classmates, they know they have to act 
fast. Only they can get rid of their extraterrestrial visitor -- and save the rest of the sixth-
grade class from a fate worse than math tests!

Description:

Title: Jeremy Thatcher, Dragon Hatcher - Bruce Coville
Grade
Level: 03-07

In this entertaining fantasy readers will soon realize that things are not always as they 
seem. Jeremy Thatcher is plagued with all of the problems of a 12-year-old plus a few 
extra. He is pursued by Mary Lou Hutton, whom he detests, and is constantly put down by
his art teacher for reasons he does not understand. One afternoon, in an effort to escape 
Mary Lou, Jeremy runs through alleys, side streets, and byways and finds himself in a part
of town he has never seen before. He enters a small magic shop where he purchases a 
strange egg. A dragon that only Jeremy and Mary Lou can see enters the picture. The book
is filled with scenes that will bring laughter and near tears to readers. Jeremy and his 
friends are believable characters; their actions and reactions are typical of the children's 
age. Once again, Coville offers a fantasy that younger readers can handle easily, and one 
in which dragons really exist for a little while.

Description:

Title: The Indian in the Cupboard Trilogy - Lynne Reid Banks
Grade
Level: 03-07

Three bestselling stories about Omri, and his friend Patrick, who turns his plastic Red 
Indian, Little Bull, into a real miniature person.
Contains the titles: The Indian in the Cupboard, Return of the Indian and The Secret of the 
Indian

What could be better than a magic cupboard that turns small toys into living creatures? 
Omri's big brother has no birthday present for him, so he gives Omri an old medicine 
cabinet he's found. Although their mother supplies a key, the cabinet still doesn't seem like
much of a present. But when an exhausted Omri dumps a plastic toy Indian into the cabinet
just before falling asleep, the magic begins. Turn the key once and the toy comes alive; turn
it a second time and it's an action figure again.

The Indian in the Cupboard is one of those rare books that is equally appealing to children
and adults. The story of Omri and the Indian, Little Bear, is replete with subtle reminders of
the responsibilities that accompany friendship and love. For kids, it's a great yarn; for most
parents, it's also a reminder that Omri's wrenching decision to send his toy back to its own
world is not so different from the recognition of their children's emerging independence.

Description:

214Page



WYNN Books
Title: The Secret School - Avi

Grade
Level: 03-07

"I'm not so sure a girl needs a high school education," the head of a rural Colorado school 
board tells 14-year-old Ida Bidson in 1925. The one-room schoolhouse that she and seven
other children attend is to be closed early, and if Ida and her friend Tom don't finish eighth 
grade and take their exams, they'll lose their chance to attend high school. Without a 
diploma, Ida will never fulfill her dream of becoming a teacher and seeing the world beyond
the mountains. After Tom suggests that she could conduct the classes, the secret school 
commences and is subsequently threatened by a county administrator, the local school 
board, and an angry parent. Avi ably conveys an evocative sense of life in a poor, remote 
farming community just before the start of the Great Depression. He skillfully creates 
interesting, fully developed main and secondary characters. Ida's struggles with the 
difficulties of being both teacher and student and carrying out her duties at home, as well as
her worry about whether or not the students will pass the exams, are suspensefully 
portrayed. Humorously effective descriptions, as in the Bidsons' old car "hiccuping like a 
damp firecracker," enliven the sense of hardships. The importance of education and 
dreaming of one's future are imparted in an entertaining way. This carefully plotted, 
enjoyable, old-fashioned tale of children taking control of a bad situation is a welcome 
addition to the literature of empowerment.

Description:

Title: The Spiderwick Chronicles - 1 - The Field Guide - Tony DiTerlizzi
Grade
Level: 03-07

Jared, Simon, and Mallory Grace have moved into their crazy Aunt Lucinda's old house. 
The floors are rotting in places, and weird sounds abound. When Jared finds Uncle Arthur
Spiderwick's Field Guide to sundry fairy creatures, the adventures really begin. Light on 
humor, heavy on suspense and mystery, these tales will be enjoyed by Lemony Snicket 
and Coraline fans.

Description:
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Title: The Spiderwick Chronicles - 2 - The Seeing Stone - Tony DiTerlizzi

Grade
Level: 03-07

In the Spiderwick Chronicles' second book, things get even more exciting--and kind of 
scary--for the Grace kids, as the strange faerie world hinted at in The Field Guide blooms to
full life around them.

After making tentative peace with Thimbletack (a coveralled house brownie who's "the size
of a pencil"), Jared chooses to ignore the creature's pleas that he destroy his great-great-
uncle's mysterious tome, Arthur Spiderwick's Field Guide to the Fantastical World Around 
You. Thimbletack warns, "You kept the book despite my advice./Sooner or later there'll be a
price." Sure enough, the brownie soon sniffs out a "fell smell in the air," and the 
disappearance of Simon's new cat starts to make sense. And if the chapter titled "IN 
WHICH Mallory Finally Gets to Put Her Rapier to Good Use" doesn't get your heart racing 
as fast as the kids', just wait till you get a load of the troll. ("Cooome baaack. I haaave 
something for youuu.")

The series' already-fast pace picks up quickly in the second installment, and we can begin 
to imagine what other sorts of trouble these three will turn up as they learn the rules to this
odd (and dangerous) new world--while, of course, trying to explain away the strange 
goings-on to their mother. Next up, book three, Lucinda's Secret. (What's her secret? I want
to know. Now!

Description:

Title: Goon Squad - Michele Martin Bossley
Grade
Level: 03-07

Jason's rough moves on the ice nearly got him kicked out of the hockey league, but he's 
learned to keep his aggression in check. Now he's on an elite team and his new coach is 
pressuring him to return to his old ways. If he doesn't toughen up, he might lose his spot on
the team. But if he starts playing dirty, he could get kicked out of the league. Jason finds 
himself fighting to play fair in this exciting and often comic sequel to Power Play and 
Danger Zone.

Description:
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Title: Copyright Act

Grade
Level:

Teachers are responsible for the appropriate choice of materials for 
their subject area. This is a special digital format for use with the Wynn
program. It is designed for individuals with a perceptual disability. 
An exception, in section 32 of the Copyright Act, permits the making of multiple copies of 
works in alternate formats.
Under this exception, reproduction, translation, adaptation or public performance are not an
infringement of the copyright if they have been carried out for the benefit of a person with a
perceptual disability. Therefore, it is necessary for a person or organization acting for the 
benefit of a person with a perceptual disability to ensure that the person's disability is of a 
type covered in the definition. The definition of perceptual disability is as follows:
"Perceptual disability" means a disability that prevents or inhibits a person from reading or 
hearing a literary, musical, dramatic or artistic work in its original format, and includes such
a disability resulting from:
(1) severe or total impairment of sight or hearing or the inability to focus or move one's 
eyes,
(2) the inability to hold or manipulate a book, or
(3) an impairment relating to comprehension. (learning disability)

Description:
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