Word List 04

AP Language and Composition Vocabulary (Tone Words)
Group 1

	Acerbic
	Bitter; sharp

	Biased
	Prejudiced towards one side

	Caustic
	Bitingly sarcastic or witty

	Despotic
	Exercising absolute power; tyrannical

	Ebullient
	Intense enthusiasm

	Facetious
	Playfully humorous

	Grandiose
	Pompous

	Iconoclastic
	Attacking traditional or popular ideas

	Laconic
	Expressing much in few words

	Melancholy
	Causing sadness or gloom


Group 2

	Allusive
	Making many references to well-known things

	Belligerent
	Warlike or aggressive 

	Candid
	To be honest or open

	Dreary
	Dull, boring, sad

	Fanciful
	Imaginary; unreal

	Ghoulish
	Grotesque and monstrous

	Gleeful
	Full of joy

	Irreverent
	Disrespectful 

	Mournful
	Full of sadness and grief

	Sentimental
	Remembering the past


Group 3

	Affable
	Friendly

	Brusque
	Rudely abrupt

	Clinical
	Highly objective; scientific

	Disdainful
	To look down on

	Effusive
	Emotionally unrestrained

	Frank
	Straightforward 

	Indignant
	Angry because of an injustice

	Nostalgic 
	Wistful desire to return to a former place or time

	Plaintive
	Expressing sorrow or melancholy 

	Precocious 
	Unusually advanced in mental development


Group 4

	Admonitory
	Warning 

	Condescending 
	Treating others as weak or inferior

	Disingenuous 
	Insincere 

	Erudite 
	Characterized by great knowledge; scholarly 

	Flippant
	Lacking proper respect

	Impartial
	Unbiased

	Pithy 
	Brief, forceful, and meaningful in expression

	Ribald 
	Indecent or vulgar in speech; coarse

	Sentimental
	Appealing to tender emotions or feelings

	Turgid
	Excessively ornate or complex in style or language


Group 5

	Ambiguous
	Unclear; having several interpretations

	Bewildered 
	Confused

	Biting
	Words that emotionally sting another

	Contemptuous
	Full of hatred towards another person

	Detached
	To remove all of your emotions from a situation

	Grave
	Very serious

	Hostile
	Unfriendly 

	Optimistic
	To have a positive outlook on life

	Somber
	Dark; serious; depressing

	Tender
	Kind; gentle; lovingly 


Group 6

	Apologetic 
	Sorry; regretful

	Antagonistic 
	Extremely unfriendly 

	Brisk
	Quick and energetic without pause

	Earnest
	Full of seriousness; effort and focus

	Indignant 
	To be insulted that something was unfair

	Restrained 
	Holding back

	Skeptical
	Full of doubt

	Tranquil 
	Peaceful and calm

	Vexed
	To be bothered or irritated

	Vibrant
	Full of life


Group 7

	Dictatorial
	Domineering; oppressive

	Dogmatic
	Stubbornly adhering to unproved beliefs

	Lucid
	Easily understood

	Poignant
	Profoundly moving or touching

	Pragmatic 
	Practical

	Saccharine
	Overly sweet

	Sophomoric 
	Immature and over confident 

	Vociferous 
	Characterized by loudness 

	Whimsical
	Erratic behavior and unpredictable 

	Zealous
	To be eager, passionate, or even obsessed 


Group 8

	Accusatory 
	Containing an accusation

	Corvbantic
	Frenzied; agitated; unrestrained

	Disgusted 
	To cause loathing or nausea in

	Incredulous 
	Disinclined or indisposed to believe; skeptical

	Irreverent 
	Deficient in veneration or respect

	Mock-heroic 
	Imitating or burlesquing that which is heroic

	Soothing
	Calming

	Staid
	Settled or sedate; not flighty or capricious

	Taunting
	Insulting or jeering manner

	Theoretical
	Speculative


Group 9

	Absurd
	Utterly senseless 

	Academic
	Pertaining to education

	Bothered 
	Annoyed or troubled

	Compassionate
	Sympathetic

	Elated
	Very happy or proud; jubilant

	Enraged
	Furious 

	Farcical
	Humorous in an absurd way

	Irate
	Enraged; angry

	Scornful
	Derisive; contemptuous 

	Snooty
	Snobbish


Group 10

	Apathetic
	Indifferent or unresponsive 

	Cheeky
	Impudent; insolent

	Exuberant 
	Almost uninhibitedly enthusiastic

	Inflammatory 
	Tending to arouse anger

	Matter-of-fact 
	Adhering to fact; not imaginative; dry

	Reserved
	Formal or self-restrained in manner

	Serene
	Peaceful 

	Sullen
	Showing irritation through gloomy silence

	Thoughtful
	Considerate 

	Boesching
	Of or pertaining to the tone that anything you say or do in life will not live up to the rigorous, unattainable standards of a certain AP language teacher 


