8th Grade Language Arts/Mrs. Malone
judith.malone@browardschools.com
	Welcome to 8th Grade Language Arts 

Welcome Back to your last year at Falcon Cove Middle School. I am looking forward to a year filled with reading, writing, fun, and creativity!

The Language Arts program is rich with study in the following areas, as described in the Florida Sunshine State Standards and the Broward County Benchmarks: Reading, Writing, Language, Literature, and Listening and Speaking. FCAT reading and writing skills are integrated within the regular program. My goal is to increase every student’s achievement through an extensive Language Arts program.

	Suggested Supplies

· Blue or black pens 
· 2 red pens  	
· #2 pencils
· USB Drive	
Highlighter   
· 3-ring binder (1 1/2 inch) with dividers
· 1 duo-tang folder – w/prongs
· Plenty of Notebook paper-College ruled

· Novel for DEAR Day (in backpack at all times) 


	Reading Log/Dear 

 In addition to in-class reading, students are required to maintain a reading log for leisure reading.  Students will be asked to focus on specific elements of reading for the reading log. Reading logs will be collected. **Students should have a reading book with them at all times for D.E.A.R. - drop everything and read. **

	Literature

 Students will be responsible for reading, listening to, and watching a selection of core works which include poems, short stories, dramas, and novels. In addition, students will be responsible for participating in a variety of classroom activities that will enable them to understand literary elements (such as setting, characters, plot, etc.) pertaining to each selection.


	Writing
Students will be writing a variety of expository, persuasive, and creative   documents, including letters, journals, essays, short stories, and poems. They will learn the writing process, six traits of writing, and the FCAT essay format (expository and persuasive).The first half of the year will focus on expository and persuasive in preparation for the FCAT Writes in February. 
	Grammar &Vocabulary

Grammar skills and new vocabulary will be taught three to five days a week. Grammar and Vocabulary will be a point of focus in all writing assignments.



	Grades 
All grades are weighted into categories. 
· 40%  Tests and Quizzes
· 30% Writing/Projects
· 20%  Classwork 
· 10%  Homework
***Grades can be reviewed on Pinnacle***
	Class Website
· Updated every Monday
· Class schedule and homework
· PowerPoint Notes
· Links to other websites



Homework/Make-up Work All assignments, whether classwork or homework, not turned in on time, will receive partial credit If absent, students have two days for every absence to make up the work. If you do not, you will receive zero - for the assignment.

