Writing a Five Paragraph Essay

A five paragraph essay is a form of writing used by students as well as professionals. The purpose of an essay is to inform and it allows writers to express their ideas in a clear and organized manner. Good writing always includes a beginning, middle and an end. This type of writing must include an opening paragraph, three supporting paragraphs and a closing paragraph.

The opening paragraph should begin with a topic sentence. This could be the writer’s opinion or a broad statement about the topic. Here is where we let the reader know what we will be writing about. This paragraph must identify the three ideas that we will use to support the opinion or statement made in the topic sentence.

In the next three paragraphs, we must discuss each of the supporting ideas that we mentioned in the opening paragraph. Each supporting idea should be addressed in a separate paragraph. Details about the topic should be included so we are sure the reader understands our ideas.

The closing paragraph should restate our opinion or the broad statement made in the opening paragraph in a different way. We should also summarize the supporting ideas that we discussed in the supporting paragraphs. This paragraph should end with a strong final sentence or clincher statement so the reader understands our opinion or the point we are trying to make.

By learning to write a five paragraph essay, students are learning a skill they will be able to use the rest of their lives. They are learning to organize their thoughts, support their opinions and ideas, and bring closure to their writing. A five paragraph essay follows the same format used by good public speakers: “Tell them what you are going to say, tell them, and tell them what you said!"

