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1. MINERAL- Naturally occurring, Inorganic Solid that has a Crystal structure and a definite Chemical Composition. (NISCCC - remember these six things because a mineral must have all to be classified a mineral)

2. INORGANIC – not formed from living things or the remains of living things. (Does not contain fossils)


3. CRYSTAL – a solid in which the atoms are arranged in a repeating pattern.


4. ELEMENT – a substance composed of a single type of atom.


5. COMPOUND – a substance in which 2 or more elements are chemically joined.


6. MOHS HARDNESS SCALE – Scale that ranks 10 minerals from softest to hardest. 
7. SEDIMENT -
Small bits of material that come from rocks or organisms.

8. DEPOSITION – Process by which sediment settles out of the water or wind that is carrying it.  (Think of sand settling (depositing) to the bottom of a pool or when the wind stops blowing and the sand settles (deposits) to the ground)


9. COMPACTION – Process by which sediments are pressed together under their own weight.  


10. CEMENTATION- Process by which dissolved minerals crystallize and glue particles of sediment into one mass.


11. ORGANIC ROCK – Sedimentary rock formed from the layered remains of organisms (living things). (Contains fossils)

12. CHEMICAL ROCK -
Sedimentary rock formed when minerals crystallize from a solution.


13. CLASTIC ROCK – Sedimentary rock formed when rock fragments are squeezed together under high pressure.


14. EROSION- Destructive process in which water or wind loosen and carry away fragments of rock.


15. IGNEOUS ROCK–  Rock formed from the cooling of molten rock.

16. EXTRUSIVE ROCK – Igneous rock that forms from lava on Earth’s surface.

17. INTRUSIVE ROCK – Igneous rock formed when magma hardens beneath Earth’s surface.
18. METAMORPHIC ROCK – Rock formed from an existing rock that is changed from heat, pressure, or chemical reaction.
19. SEDIMENTARY ROCK – Rock formed when particles of rock and organic material are pressed and cemented together.
20. ROCK CYCLE – Series of processes above and below Earth’s surface that change rock from one form to another.
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