Articles of Confederation
I. A New National Constitution


A. The Second Continental Congress met and appointed a 
council of 13, one member from each colony, to discuss and 
draft the Articles of Confederation



1. Under the Articles Congress would become the national 


government, with limited powers in order to protect the 


liberties of the people



2. Each state had one vote in Congress; nine out of the 


thirteen states had to agree



3. Congress has the power to:




a. settle conflicts among the states




b. make coins






c. wage war



d. make treaties with other countries and with 




Native Americans 


4. Many Americans did not trust a national government 


so they limited Congress’s powers:




a. only the states could tax




b. only states could enforce laws



5. There was no president, rather Congress elected a 3 


person committee, whose powers were VERY limited



6. The new government would be a republic


B. The Second Continental Congress pass the Articles on 
November 15, 1777, and sent them out to be ratified by the 
states



1. Claims over western land slowed the process down but 


by 1779 every state except Maryland ratified the Articles




a. Maryland refused to ratify until the larger states 



gave up their western claims



b. Thomas Jefferson assured Maryland that western 



land would be made into new states and in March 



1781, 
Maryland ratified the articles



2. This put the first national government of the US into 


effect
