NOTES Chapter 7 – Launching the Nation
Section 1 – Washington Leads a New Nation

I. The First President


A. George Washington



1. Honest



2. Hero



3. Many believed in him/ Best for job


B. Electoral College



1. Eleven states sent electors



2. They chose our first president



3. Vote was unanimous

II. Organizing the Government


A. Federal Government



1. Had to create:




a. policies




b. procedures



2. Whatever they did set a precedent.


B. Executive Branch – Congress created departments



1. Washington chose carefully




a. Alexander Hamilton – 
Secretary of Treasury




b. Thomas Jefferson -

Secretary of State




c. Henry Knox – 

Secretary of War




d. Edmund Randolph – 
Attorney General




e. Samuel Osgood – 

Postmaster General



2. These men were called the cabinet members


C. Judiciary Act of 1789



1. Created 3 levels of federal courts



2. Defined their powers



3. Judges chosen:




a. President nominates candidates




b. Senate approves/rejects candidates

III. Americans’ Expectations of Government


A. We wanted improved trade.


B. Expected the government to protect us.


C. Expected the government to keep the economy stable.

