The War’s End
I. The War in the South


A.  Setbacks in the South



1. After many setbacks in the north the British decide 



to focus on the South




a. there were many southern loyalists




b. expected the slaves to join them in large 




numbers (acted as guides, spies, and laborers)



2. In November 1778 the British captured the port of 



Savannah, Georgia and later captured the whole 



colony



3. In 1780 the British captured Charleston, South 



Carolina




a. when the city’s 5,500 defenders surrendered, 




the patriots lost almost their entire southern 




army




b. worst disaster of the war so far for the 





Americans  



4. Washington called upon General Gates to form a 



new southern army and then he (Gates) headed 




down to Camden, South Carolina


B. The “Swamp Fox”



1. Gates met up with Francis Marion, the “Swamp 



Fox” and his men in South Carolina




a. Marion and his men offered a thorough 





knowledge of SC’s coastal swamplands




b. Gates sent Marion and his men to seize 





Santee River crossings behind Camden, this 




way cutting off British communication with 




Charleston


2. In August 1780, the Americans faced a devastating 



loss against the British at Camden, bringing spirits to 



a new low


3. After Camden, the British set out for Charleston 



with a column of Patriot prisoners




a. Marion and his men launched an attack




b. The Americans capture the redcoats and 




freed the prisoners


C. Guerrilla Fighting



1. Marion and men were fighting as guerrillas, 




meaning they carried out surprise hit and run attacks 



on the enemy



2. The guerrilla attacks managed to cut off the British 



supply line b/t Charleston and the interior 



3. The Battle of Kings Mountain, fought on the 




border b/t the Carolinas, is one of the bloodiest 




battles of the war with the patriots slaughtering over 



a thousand British soldiers


D. The Tide Turns in the South



1. In 1780 Washington assigns a new general to the 



southern army, Nathanael Greene



2. Greene showed mercy toward the loyalists and 



won over the Cherokee Indians to the American side


3. Green’s tactic was to avoid full scale battles 




against the British instead let the British chase them 



around the countryside and wear themselves out




a. when the Americans fought, even if they 




retreated, they made sure the British suffered 




heavily





b. this tactic drained the British army in the 




South


E. The End of the War



1. As the war entered its 6th year many in Britain 



began to think American independence would not be 



so bad



2. British General Cornwallis set up a base at 




Yorktown on Chesapeake Bay, making it easy for 



them to receive supplies by boat from New York



3. French forces led by General Rochambeau arrived 



in Rhode Island to help the Americans



4. Washington learned that a large French fleet had 



also arrived from the West Indies



a. His strategy is to have the French fleet cut 




Yorktown off from re-supply by sea




b. At the same time he could cut off Cornwallis 




from the North, thereby trapping him on land



5. Washington and Rochambeau travel south



6. British supply ships get cut off by the French and 



the American and French troops bombard Yorktown 



forcing Cornwallis to surrender on October 19, 1781



7. The War is over!!!

