Study Guide – Chapter 15 
Fugitive Slave Act – a law that made it crime to help runaway slaves; allowed for the arrest of escaped slaves in areas where slavery was illegal and required their return to slaveholders

popular sovereignty – the idea that political authority belongs to the people

Free-Soil Party – a political party formed in 1848 by antislavery northerners who left the Whig and Democratic parties because neither addressed the slavery issue

Compromise of 1850 – Henry Clay’s proposed agreement that allowed California to enter the Union as a free state and divided the rest of the Mexican Cession into two territories where slavery would be decided by popular sovereignty

Uncle Tom’s Cabin – an antislavery novel written by Harriet Beecher Stowe that showed northerners the violent reality of slavery and drew many people to the abolitionists’ cause

Kansas-Nebraska Act – a law that allowed voters in Kansas and Nebraska to choose whether to allow slavery

· Consequence – violence between proslavery and antislavery forces in Kansas 

Pottawatomie Massacre – an incident in which abolitionist John Brown and seven other men murdered pro-slavery Kansans

Secession – act of formally withdrawing from the Union

Republican Party – a political party formed in the 1850s to stop the spread of slavery in the West

Sectionalism – devotion to the interests of ones geographic region over the interests of the country as a whole

Confederate States of America – nation formed by the southern states when they seceded from the Union

Mason-Dixon Line – division between the north and south in the US

Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

· Written by Harriet Beecher Stowe
· Anti-slavery novel that showed northerners the violent reality of slavery and drew people to the abolitionists’ cause
· Helped drive the North and South further apart
Compromise of 1850 (Four parts)

· California = free state
· Mexican Cession = popular sovereignty to decide
· No slave trade in US capital
· Fugitive Slave law
Compare/Contrast John Brown & Harriet Beecher Stowe
Alike:
· Fathers both ministers
· Both hated slavery
· Both fathers helped in the Underground Railroad
Difference:

· John Brown – used violent methods to speak out against slavery (Pottawatomie Massacre (see vocabulary) and Harper’s Ferry – captured the arsenal at Harper’s Ferry in Virginia, 1859)

· Northerns liked Brown’s ideas but didn’t like his violence
· Harriet Beecher Stowe – used peaceful method to speak out against slavery (wrote Uncle Tom’s Cabin)
Dred Scott Decision

· African Americans, whether slave or free were not citizens according to the Dred Scott ruling
· African Americans were property
· Living in a free state did not make him free
· Slaves could be brought into federal territory

Lincoln-Douglas Debates

· Election of a Senator from Illinois
· Douglas = popular sovereignty
· Lincoln = not having slavery spread
