Chapter 3 Notes – THE ENGLISH COLONIES

3-1 The Southern Colonies


I. Settlement in Jamestown



A. The London Company formed a joint-stock company.




1. Group shared the cost and risk




2. King James granted request for colony in 1606



B. In 1607, 105 people arrived in Jamestown, Virginia




1. Men were adventurers




2. Unprepared




3. Area picked was:





a. Swampy





b. Full of mosquitoes




4. By winter 2/3 of them died



C. John Smith arrives




1. He took control in 1608




2. Rewarded hard workers with food





a. No work = No food





b. Hard work = More food




3. He made agreement with Powhatan Indians




4. 1609 – 400 more settlers arrived




5. Drought and winter = many more deaths



D. John Rolfe introduced tobacco




1. Profit finally realized




2. He married Pocahontas, daughter of Powhatan Chief




a. This helped the peace with the Indians





b. Pocahontas died 3 years later.



E. Virginia became a royal colony in 1624


II. Daily Life in Virginia



A. Headright System




1. Each colonist who paid their own way received 50 acres of land

 a. The more people they brought (in their family) the more



land they received

b. If they brought servants they also received land




2. First slaves arrived in 1619





a. Slaves needed to work large plantations





b. They were a cheap labor force



B. Bacon’s Rebellion




1. As the colony grew taxes rose





a. Poor people complained





b. Also thought colony not protected against Indians




2. Nathaniel Bacon led a revolt





a. He took over most of the colony





b. Rebellion ended when he died of a fever

III. Other Southern Colonies



A. Maryland




1. Settled by English Catholics




a. 1634





b. Proprietary Colony – Colonies owners controlled gov’t




c. Spent their time farming/raising animals for food




2. In the 1640s Protestants began moving in.





a. Religious conflicts rose





b. To reduce tension law was put into effect.






1. Toleration Act of 1649






2. This was the first law supporting religious







tolerance in the colonies



B. The Carolinas and Georgia 



1. Charles II gave land to his supporters south of Virginia in 





payment for services to him




2. Carolinas managed poorly





a. British government bought it





b. 1712 colony split in two.




3. Georgia was settled to keep Spanish from moving north



C. Economy of Southern Colonies



1. It depended on agriculture




2. Exported wood and tar




3. Cash crops





a. Tobacco




b. Rice




c. Indigo




4. These crops required difficult work





a. By 1700s slaves became main source of labor





b. Then slave codes became strict





