Notes 3-2                            The New England Colonies
I. Pilgrims and Puritans – On the Move


A. Extreme English Protestants



1. Wanted to separate from the Church of England



2. Formed own churches



3. In response – Anglican leaders punished them.


B. Pilgrims moved to Netherlands



1. Wanted religious freedom



2. Unhappy that their children were learning Dutch ways


C. Pilgrims move to America



1. Religious freedom



2. Children kept the English ways



3. Traveled on the Mayflower

II. Mayflower Compact


A. Ship landed far north of Virginia.



1. Would be outside the government of Jamestown



2. Decided they should set-up their own laws.

III. Pilgrims and Native Americans


A. Nearly half died the first winter



1. Sickness



2. Freezing weather


B. Indians helped Pilgrims (Squanto & Samoset)



1. Taught them to fertilize the soil



2. Helped them to establish relations
with local Indians



3. Pilgrims invited Indians to a feast




a. Celebrating their first harvest




b. Called the first Thanksgiving

IV. Pilgrim Community


A. This settlement valued family life



1. Families educated




a. Their children




b. Their indentured servants



2. Families were also centers for:




a. Religion




b. Health care




c. Community well-being



3. All family members worked together to survive



4. Women had more legal rights in America




a. Could sign contracts




b. Could bring some cases to court.

V. Great Migration

A. English economy bad during the 1620s



1. Many lost jobs



2. King Charles I raised taxes



3. Puritans were being persecuted

B. Many English moved to America and the Caribbean



1. Puritans arrived in New England in 1630



2. They believed that they would build the ideal community

VI. Religion and Government in New England

A. Massachusetts allowed a General Court to help run the colony


1. Puritans turned it into a type of self-government




a. Each colony sent delegates to the court




b. The Court elected the Governor and his assistants



2. Politics and religion were closely linked


B. Dissenters (conflicts with leaders) were not allowed.



1. These people settled new colonies




a. Connecticut




b. Rhode Island



2. Worst community conflict were the Salem Witch Trials
VII. New England Economy

A. New England climate was not good for growing crops



1. Soil rocky



2. Winters were long and cold


B. They made their money by:



1. Being merchants



2. Fishing



3. Shipbuilding

VIII. Education


A. Parents wanted their children to be able to read the Bible.



1. Town schools were established


2. More in New England were families lived close together


B. Harvard College was founded in 1636 



1. This would make sure that there were ministers for the future.



2. Seventy percent of men and 45% women could read in N.E.
