NOTES 4-4      INDEPENDENCE


I. War in the South


A. War was not going well in the north



1. Northern colonists tough to tame



2. British decided to switch strategy


B. British changed tactics and brought the war to the south



1. They hoped to find support with southern loyalists



2. They planned to enlist slaves to fight for them




a. Promised the slaves freedom




b. Didn’t follow through on this promise

II. Brutal Fighting


A. Southern War was very brutal


1. Americans were fighting against Americans




(Patriots vs. Loyalists)



2. British destroyed 




a. crops




b. animals




c. other property



3. Some British officers refused to take prisoners


B. Georgia fell first



1. British easily took Savannah



2. They set up a new colonial government


C. South Carolina fell next

III. Guerrilla Warfare

A. War going badly for American in the south


B. They switched to hit-and-run attacks



1. Called guerrilla warfare



2. Francis Marion the best at it.




a. He disrupted British lines of communication




b. Cut off their supply lines




c. Called “The Swamp Fox”

IV. Battle of Yorktown


A. 1781 - British held most of south, NY, and Philadelphia.


B. American moral low



1. Allies did not bring a swift end to the war



2. Benedict Arnold found to be a traitor


C. General Washington heard that Cornwallis (British) was on a peninsula.



1. He rushed down to surround him

. 


2. Helped by French troops under Rochambeau



3. French Navy kept British Navy from rescuing Cornwallis



4. Washington held the siege for weeks


5. October 19, 1781 Cornwallis surrenders 8,000 troops


6. Last major battle of the Revolution

