SCIENCE VOCABULARY EARTHQUAKES

	EARTHQUAKE
	THE SHAKING THAT RESULTS FROM MOVEMENT OF ROCK BENEATH EARTH'S SURFACE.

	STRESS
	A FORCE THAT ACTS ON ROCK TO CHANGE ITS SHAPE OR VOLUME.

	SHEARING
	STRESS THAT PUSHES A MASS OF ROCK IN OPPOSITE DIRECTIONS.

	TENSION
	STRESS THAT STRETCHES ROCK SO THAT IT BECOMES THINNER IN THE MIDDLE.

	COMPRESSION
	STRESS THAT SQUEEZES ROCK UNTIL IT FOLDS OR BREAKS.

	DEFORMATION
	A CHANGE IN THE VOLUME OR SHAPE OF EARTH'S CRUST.

	NORMAL FAULT
	TYPE OF FAULT WHERE THE HANGING WALL SLIDES DOWNWARDS; CAUSED BY TENSION IN THE CRUST.

	STRIKE-SLIP FAULT
	TYPE OF FAULT WHERE ROCKS ON EITHER SIDE MOVE PAST EACH OTHER SIDEWAYS WITH A LITTLE UP-OR-DOWN MOTION.

	REVERSE FAULT
	A TYPE OF FAULT WHERE HANGING WALLS SLIDES UPWARDS.

	ANTICLINE
	AN UPWARD FOLD IN ROCK FORMED BY COMPRESSION OF EARTH'S CRUST.

	SYNCLINE
	A DOWNWARD FOLD IN ROCK FORMED BY COMPRESSION IN EARTH'S CRUST.

	PLATEAU
	A LARGE AREA OF FLAT LAND ELEVATED HIGH ABOVE SEA LEVEL.

	FOCUS
	POINT BENEATH EARTH'S SURFACE WHERE ROCK BREAKS UNDER STRESS AND CAUSES AN EARTHQUAKE.

	EPICENTER
	POINT ON EARTH'S SURFACE DIRECTLY ABOVE AN EARTHQUAKE'S FOCUS.

	P WAVES
	TYPE OF SEISMIC WAVE THAT COMPRESSES AND EXPANDS THE GROUND.

	S WAVES
	TYPE OF SEISMIC WAVE THAT MOVES THE GROUND UP AND DOWN OR SIDE TO SIDE.

	SURFACE WAVES
	TYPE OF SEISMIC WAVE THAT FORMS WHEN P WAVES AND S WAVES REACH EARTH'S SURFACE.

	MAGNITUDE
	MEASUREMENT OF AN EARTHQUAKE'S STRENGTH BASED ON SEISMIC WAVES AND MOVEMENT ALONG FAULTS.

	SEISMOGRAPH
	DEVICE THAT RECORDS GROUND MOVEMENTS CAUSED BY SEISMIC WAVES AS THEY MOVE THROUGH EARTH.

	AFTERSHOCK
	EARTHQUAKE THAT OCCURS AFTER A LARGER EARTHQUAKE IN THE SAME AREA.


