Short Story Notes
Short Story: Short works of fiction. 
Fiction and short stories usually have the following elements: 1) Plot   2) Characters 3) Setting 4) Mood 5) Conflict   6) Theme
#1: PLOT: a series of events that make up a story.
· Inciting Incident : The event that Introduces the central conflict or struggle. 

· Climax : The point of highest interest and suspense—the turning point for the
                     CHARACTER (not the reader).
· Resolution : The point at which the central conflict or struggle is ended.
                            (a.k.a.: Denouement  -day-new-ma-)
· Rising Action : events that lead to the climax.
· Falling Action : events that lead to the resolution.
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#2 THEME: the meaning or message in a story.
Some questions to consider to figure out the theme:

· What does the main character learn about himself / herself, or others by the end of the story?
· What does the title of the story mean? How does it fit into the story?

· What do you think the author’s message is?
#3: CHARACTER: a person or animal who takes part in action of a literary work.
· Protagonist  : the main character around which the story revolves. 
· Antagonist : character who struggles against the protagonist. 
#4: CONFLICT: struggle between opposing forces in order to achieve a goal or solve a problem.
There are 3 main types of conflict:

1) Man vs. Man: conflict with another character or group of people. 
2) Man vs. Himself: an internal struggle within the characters mind- a struggle with emotions 

   or feelings.
3) Man vs. Nature or Society: a character has a struggle with nature where he or she has no

   control.
  Resolution:  The way in which the conflict ends.
#5: SETTING: the time and place in which a story happens. 
The setting is usually revealed by a description of: landscape, scenery, buildings, furniture, seasons and weather
#6: MOOD:  atmosphere or feeling of a story created by the writing
2 other definitions to remember: 

Foreshadowing: the act of hinting at events to come
Flashback: a switch in time to tell about events that happened earlier
Just a few of the stories we will be reading in class:

The Tell Tale Heart

The Waxwork

The Dinner Party

Charles

South Paw

The Cemetery Path

The Fun They Had

The Moustache 
A Secret for Two

