The New England Colonies

Pilgrims and Puritans

· Puritans were Protestants who wanted to reform the Church of England (Anglican Church)
· They believed the bishops and priests had too much power over church members

· Separatists wanted to form their own church and cut all ties with the Church of England
· The Pilgrims were a Separatist group that left England to escape religious persecution
· The Pilgrims moved to the in Netherlands in 1608

· Though happy to worship freely, they were not happy that their children were learning Dutch language and culture and forgetting English traditions

· As a result they left the Netherlands, formed a joint stock company with merchants & received a charter from England to settle in Virginia

· On September 16, 1620 they set sail on the Mayflower for the New World
The Mayflower Compact

· After two months they arrived far north of Virginia
· Realizing they were outside the authority of the Virginia government, they decided to establish their own government

· On November 21, 1620 they signed the Mayflower Compact
· This was a legal contract in which they agreed to have fair laws to protect the general good
· In late 1620, they arrived at Plymouth Rock, in present day Massachusetts
· The Pilgrims struggled through their first winter with nearly half of them dying due to sickness and freezing weather

Pilgrims and the Native Americans

· The Pilgrims learned a lot from the Native Americans

· Squanto taught them to fertilize soil with fish remains and helped them to form better relations with other Native American tribes
· To celebrate a good harvest the Pilgrims invited the Native Americans to a feast known as the First Thanksgiving
