Study Guide – Weather
Review Vocabulary Words!!!!!!!!

Atmosphere – layer of gas that surrounds Earth.  Nitrogen and Oxygen are the most abundant gases in the atmosphere.

Pollutant – Harmful substances in the air, water, or soil.

Most air pollution is the result of burning fossil fuels such as coal, oil, gasoline, and diesel fuel.

Acid Rain forms when nitrogen oxides and sulfur oxides combine with water in the air to form nitric acid and sulfuric acid.

Layers of the Atmosphere – Study the diagram on page 33 including facts about each layer.
Troposophere – Rain, snow, storms, and most clouds occur here.  This is weather occurs.

Stratosphere – The ozone layer is found here.

Mesophere – 

Thermosphere – is divided into the ionosphere and exosphere

Ionosphere – The auroroa borealis occurs here

Exosphere – satellites are found here

Photochemical Smog – formed by the action of sunlight on chemicals

Air pressure decreases as you rise through the atmosphere.

Two ways carbon dioxide is added to the atmosphere:

1. burning fuels such as goal and gasoline

2. Animals give off carbon dioxide as a waste product

Three functions of the atmosphere:
1. Earth’s atmosphere makes conditions on Earth suitable for living things.  

2. Protects living things from dangerous radiation from the sun.

3. Prevents Earth’s surface from being hit by meteoroids.

Mercury barometer – an instrument that measures changes in air pressure consisting of a glass tube partially filled with mercury,
Aneroid barometer – An instrument that measures changes in air pressure without using a liquid.  
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