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Welcome

   As I write, the April showers are coming down, but the crocuses are poking their heads through in my yard, the Red Sox are 3-1, and we have lots to smile about here on the Gold Team.  
   Mr. Morse represented our team well during the annual eighth graders vs. faculty basketball game.  Thanks to all of the students who cheered him on!

Charity News

   The middle school’s Pennies for Patients Drive brought in over 2,000 dollars.  Thanks so much to everyone who contributed to this worthy cause which supports the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.

Field Trip News

   We had a great time at the New England Aquarium on March 12th.  In addition to the Volcanoes of the Deep Sea IMAX, we had a fun visit to the aquarium.  Highlights included observing feeding time in the big tank and watching the sea lions and jellies.  Students completed a scavenger hunt that took them to every aquarium exhibit.  Once again Norwell Middle School received positive, unsolicited comments while on a field trip.  While the students were outside the aquarium, a teacher from another school said, “I wish our students were that well-behaved!”  An aquarium employee  told some of the chaperones how attentive our students had been during the feeding presentation.  He was also impressed by the questions they posed.   

Thanks to Mrs. Bittner, Mrs. McKeen, Mrs. Nestor, Mrs. O’Leary, and Mrs. Sarno for chaperoning.
In original newsletter aquarium photo of students was here.
It’s official – the seventh grade end of the year trip will be to Canobie Lake Park on Thursday, June 19th. This will be a late day as we plan to return at 5 p.m.  Look for permission slips to come home some time in May. 
 

 http://www.canobie.com/groupinfo.php
Social Studies News
   Students are now back with their homeroom teachers for Q4.  We are beginning our study of Latin America, which will be followed by  MCAS preparation and a special project.
   Some students are writing a song to help the whole team learn the countries of Mexico, Central America, the Caribbean, and South America. 

The song is a work in progress, but the first draft of the first stanza is below.  Sing to the tune of  B-I-N-G-O (There was a farmer had a dog…)

Mexico

Guatemala

Belize

El Salvador

Honduras

Ni ca   ra a gua

Cos ta   Ri i ca

Pa na    ma ma ma

Ce en tral A me ri ca

Math – Mr. Morse

   The collaborative design project will be wrapped up prior to April vacation.   Students are constructing a container to hold an object of interest.  They are demonstrating knowledge of surface area and volume and using Geometer sketch pad software.  Following the design project students will begin preparing for the math MCAS, which will be in May.                                                                                                                                        
Science – Ms. Neilan
   We are in the process of determining the Gold Team Organelle Master.  Students have been competing to see who can be fastest at matching organelle structures to their functions.  The winners advance in our Science Madness brackets, and the Ultimate Master will win a very snazzy crown. We are also looking at muscle and nerve tissue through microscopes hooked up to laptops. A project on the human body will be coming up soon.

English – Mrs. Sulc
   We finished The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and made it through four intense days of English/Language Arts MCAS testing.  The students put forth a terrific effort and are to be commended for their hard work both preparing for and taking the tests.  They have been doing such a great job with their writing!   On St. Patrick’s Day for fun we wrote our own limericks.  Now we are reading a few short stories and finishing up with parts of speech in preparation for more advanced grammar concepts. 
CALENDAR
April 4 – Report Cards Mailed Home
April 8 – Early Release

April 11  - Internet Safety (during school)

April 11 – Talent Show (6:30)
April 21 - 25 Vacation
April 29 – A Dose of Reality assembly (during school)
