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Welcome

   Well, the groundhog saw his shadow and the Patriots are no longer perfect.  Fortunately there are lots of good things happening at NMS to keep our spirits up! 
   Our last mini-team session had us creating slogans, logos, and posters for Norwell Middle School.  The students’ final products were quite clever.  For example, Mrs. Sulc’s mini-team’s slogan was, “We never rest until we achieve success!” with their poster depicting a slumbering hare and a victorious tortoise holding a trophy.  

Field Trip News

   Another trip that ties into our science curriculum is in the planning stages, but we’re not quite ready to share the details yet.  
Stay tuned.
Geography Bee
   Wes Bittner represented our team well at the all-school Bee on Jan. 24th, coming in third overall. Nice job, Wes!

Spelling Bee 

   Shawn Tierney will be representing the Bold Gold at the all-school Spelling Bee Thursday, Feb. 7th.  Good luck S-H-A-W-N!
Valentine’s Day
   In honor of Valentine’s Day all seventh graders will be submitting poems to our annual contest.  Poems should be in one of the following categories:  romantic, humorous, family, friends.  Students should submit poems by Friday, Feb. 8th and the winners will be announced on Valentine’s Day.  

   On February 14th we also have the pleasure of having a mime visit our school.  Robert Rivest will be performing, and his show teaches social health lessons that 
incorporate humor.  You can find out more about him at http://www.rivestmime.com/
Social Studies News
   We are now settled in our Term 3 classes.  Just as a reminder, Ms. Neilan’s homeroom is now in Mrs. Sulc’s class, Mr. Morse’s homeroom is in Ms. Neilan’s class, and Mrs. 
Sulc’s homeroom is in Mr. Morse’s class.  
    We are trying to arrange a social studies -related guest speaker for February or March.
Mr. Morse

   Time for Timeliner!  Students will be utilizing Timeliner software to enhance their study of East Asia.  They are creating their own timelines showing significant events in East Asia’s history.  
Ms. Neilan

    Story Time!  Students are writing short stories about an imagined trip through Europe and Russia.  In their stories they are describing the landforms they observe as well as the climate changes they experience.  They are also continuing their work on the Chapter 1 packets. 
Mrs. Sulc
   That’s Ancient History! Students are studying Africa’s history from ancient times to the present day.  They will be creating their own posters of ancient African kingdoms and city-states.  Students are also learning how to write a current events summary.
Math – Mr. Morse

   We have just about concluded our study of negative numbers.  Green team math teacher Mrs. Fanning and tech ed. teacher Mr. Thompson are planning a unit with Mr. Morse on 3D geometry.  We are excited about this collaborative effort.
Science – Ms. Neilan

   Students created their own continents to show types of plate boundaries and the landforms that form at each type of boundary.  The continent projects are on display in the hall and classroom.  Feel free to stop by Ms. Neilan’s room to check them out (Don’t forget to sign in as a visitor in the office.)  

  We will be beginning the rock cycle and creating a “Rocks rock!” portfolio.  Students will learn by visiting various stations. 
English – Mrs. Sulc
    Prepositional phrases are the grammar topic we are focusing on for the first two weeks of February.  Following a brief look at conjunctions and interjections, we will culminate our study of parts of speech with a cumulative test.  

    We are also reading Mrs. Sulc’s favorite book, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain. Parents might want to prove Twain wrong by taking a look at a chapter or two of this *classic, humorous novel.   How about the fence-painting chapter, Chapter 2, or Chapter 6, when Tom talks with Huck Finn and gets distracted in school by the new girl, Becky?  
   FYI, the entire book is online at http://www.cs.cmu.edu/People/rgs/sawyr-table.html
   Suggested AR due dates have been distributed to students to help them plan their reading.   These due dates differ by class so check with your student if you’d like more information.  
CALENDAR
Feb 7th NMS Spelling Bee

Feb 12th After school enrichment begins

Feb 14th Mime

Feb 18th – Feb 22nd School vacation 

Feb 25th Student Government Pennies for Patients Drive begins
Feb 29th Progress reports mailed home
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If you’re in the Harford area, check out the Mark Twain House and Museum, now open year round.  Unfortunately, it’s just a little too far for an NMS field trip!
http://www.marktwainhouse.org/
* “Classic:  a book which people praise and don’t read.” – Mark Twain
 “Out of the public school grows the greatness of a nation.” – Mark Twain

