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Welcome Back
   Happy New Year!  We hope you enjoyed your vacation.  Can you believe that the second term will be ending January 16th?  Keep in mind that late nights are a great way to prepare for those end-of-the-term tests and quizzes, as well as a way to make up any missing assignments.  We are trying to keep to the following schedule.

Tuesday – Mr. Morse

Wednesday – Mrs. Sulc

Thursday – Ms. Neilan  
Changes are sometimes necessary so please check with individual teachers when making late night plans.  If two teachers are staying the same night, it is perfectly fine for students to split their time, spending half an hour in each class.
Field Trip News

   We had a wonderful trip to the Chamber Theatre’s production of Encore! on December 21st.  The students looked great in their “Sunday Best” and enjoyed all of the shows.  When asked their thoughts on the performances, many students thought Mark Twain’s The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County was the best due to its quirky humor.  For a brief synopsis of each play, as well as some video clips, go to http://www.chambertheatre.com/?q=about/ourshows/encore.
   The seventh grade teachers would also like to commend students on their exemplary behavior, both in the theater and on the bus ride to and from Boston.  After the plays ended, one of the busses wouldn’t start.  Yet students did a terrific job following directions and making the best of things on the way home.  Please be assured that in these types of situations, student safety is always a priority. 
This just in – The Museum of Science has provided each of our students with a pass for a free visit to the museum when accompanied by a paying adult.  Thanks to Mrs. Fanning, who received the passes for filling out a survey on our museum experience.  Passes will be given out to the students soon.  
Charitable Notes

   Thanks to all of you who brought in donations for Christmas in the City.  Your stuffed animals were presented to children at a family holiday party in Boston.
   Prior to the field trip on December 21st, Gold Team students made holiday cards for men and women at the New England Shelter for Homeless Veterans.  Mr. Sulc hand-delivered the cards on December 24th and the veterans were very appreciative. Thanks to the students for their thoughtful messages and thanks, too, to those who brought in craft supplies to assist with the making of the cards.
Social Studies News
   In December our classes completed the preliminary rounds of the Geography Bee.  While many students did quite well, we are awaiting official word from Mrs. Albuquerque as to which students from our team will be participating in the all-school Bee on Thursday, January 24th.
   The third quarter begins Tuesday, January 22nd (Monday is a holiday).  Students will be changing classes once again.  Ms. Neilan’s homeroom will move to Mrs. Sulc’s class, Mr. Morse’s homeroom will move to Ms. Neilan’s class, and Mrs. Sulc’s homeroom will move to Mr. Morse’s class.  
Mr. Morse

    We are wrapping up the unit on South and Southeast Asia.  Students have worked hard creating physical and political maps.  Now we turn our attention to the always- fascinating Middle East.  We will end the term with an overview of Australia.

Ms. Neilan

    We’ve all heard of baseball cards. Well, students are making Renaissance cards, profiling an important person from the 
Renaissance.  Examples of famous people being researched include Donatello, Michaelangelo, DaVinci, and Descartes.  Students are also learning the countries of Europe.

Mrs. Sulc

   “Learning Africa is easy. Start with the north, WestMATLE.”  So begins the song students are learning to help them memorize the countries of Africa.  Students are making natural vegetation maps and will also be researching African tribes and creating Power Point presentations to demonstrate their learning.
Math – Mr. Morse

   Accentuate the negative!  For our current unit Mr. Morse is using material from the Connected Math Project to supplement the regular text.  The CMP materials provide a constructive, hands-on approach to enable students to better understand the concept of negative numbers.
Science – Ms. Neilan

   Students are studying Ms. Neilan’s favorite science topic, Pangaea. They will be creating a continent that will include all four types of plate boundaries and the landforms that occur at those boundaries. Continents will be designed at school but created at 
home using materials such as construction paper and clay. 
English – Mrs. Sulc
    We are concluding our study of short story elements and will soon be moving on to novels.  The first work we will be reading is The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain. Originally Twain’s intended  audience was adults. However, some of the first people to read Tom Sawyer convinced Twain to market it as a novel for boys.  The language is challenging, but Twain’s unique sense of humor  and perspective on childhood make this classic a good choice for middle school audiences (boys and girls!).
CALENDAR
Jan 16th AR Deadline

Jan 18th Q2 Ends

Jan 21st Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – No School

Jan 22nd Social Studies Switch

Jan 24th Geography Bee

Jan 25th Report Cards mailed home

[image: image1.jpg]



The Monkey’s Paw (one of the play stories)
http://www.chambertheatre.com/?q=about/ourshows/encore

