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Curiosity is free-wheeling intelligence.

--Allistair Cooke
What have we been up to?

For the past two weeks we’ve been wrapping up our Canada and Voyageur units!  We had a visit from Steve Mark, a puppeteer, and Dwight from the MN Historical Society who gave great presentations of the fur trade.  We also made a field trip to our state capitol to learn about its beginnings and as an introduction to our government unit.    In math we have finished up our unit on measurement and will soon begin our new chapter on probability.  
What will we be doing?

During the next few weeks we’ll be discussing national, state and local government, probability in math and basically after that wrapping up all subject areas and doing some fun activities.  


 End-of-Year Event
Our last day of the school year will be filled with fun and activities, as we wear yellow and represent 3rd grade for our Olympic events during our field day.  What fun!

Summer Tutoring/Summer Enrichment

Please consider some sort of summer activity involving French. To help your child walk into 4th grade confident in his/her language skills, I would recommend summer tutoring.  There hopefully will soon be a list of summer tutors (in English and French) available in the office.  Community Education is another way to keep your child immersed and interested in the language: go to the Edina Community Education Services website at www.edina.k12.mn.us/community for more information.  
Keeping French alive during the summer months

In order to make this task easier and more appealing, think about the Leap Frog Leap Pad system to encourage interactive reading over the summer.  There are quite a few titles in French one could use.  Just visit Leapfrog Canada (French site) at http://www.leapfrog.ca/do/browselibrary?libraryKey=lplib_all&showAll=y  for a list of Leap Pad book titles, write down the ones you are interested in, then call 1-866-334-5327 to place an order (these cannot be ordered online, however I called to confirm that you could order them via phone).  My daughters use the Little Touch Leap Pad with French titles and they love them (plus they have learned so much French)!!   Also consider visiting www.scholastic.ca for more titles to read over the summer months.
Merci, merci, merci!
Thank you to our Capitol chaperones Mesdames Zverinova and Pluth and Monsieur Rooney!

YOU ARE INVITED!

Please mark your calendars – Friday May 9th. Please come to see your child in live action speaking and singing in French. All students will present their Canada research projects, wear their handmade “tuques” and sing a few Voyageurs songs for you.

There will be two presenting times – you only need to come to the time when your child will be presenting.

Voyageurs English group will present between 12:30-1:30 pm

Amerindiens English group will present between 1:50-2:50 pm
Please ask your child what English group he/she is in so you know what time to come.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Everyday Math Test

On May 12th, your child will be taking an end-of-the year math test.  All students in Edina take this test and it is not something that your child needs to study for at home, although we completed a practice test in class and I sent an OPTIONAL test home (via e-mail) so your child can see what the format of the test will be like.  The goal of this test is to make sure that students are retaining secure goal concepts (what you see come home on math tests), inform instruction for next year and determine placement in Success Center.  
Mark your calendars!

· Thursday May 8th – Field trip (walking) to City Hall (no bag lunch necessary)

· Friday May 9th – Canada and Voyageur presentation in class (see above for more information)

· Tuesday, May 13th – Fieldtrip to Stages Theatre “Bodyology” (bag lunch needed!!!!)
· Friday May 16th – Special Concert for Third Grade students and families at 7pm in the auditorium.

Reminders
· Only 19 days left of the school year.  Please remind your child we have not yet started summer vacation and everyone still needs to stay focused when in school since we still have a lot left to do.  

· Find any and all overdue library books and return them to the library!
Fun outings @...
The Minnesota Children’s Museum
Spring up to the Roof Top Art Park

Our popular Rooftop ArtPark will open for the season on Sunday, May 18(Target Free Third Sunday). An exciting summer of art and nature 

adventures awaits Museum visitors on the fourth floor outdoor gallery 

that overlooks downtown St. Paul.

Join us for special opening day activities Sunday, May 18:

12 - 1:30 p.m.

Hear a symphony of sounds from MacPhail Center for Music students. 

Musicians ranging from kindergarten through high school will play their favorite tunes for Museum visitors.

1:30 - 2 p.m.

Explore the instrument petting zoo. Examine flutes and recorders and 

try your hand at playing a sweet melody on the harp!
Visit http://www.mcm.org/ for more information on great opportunities this spring and summer!
Have a great weekend!

-Mme Johnson
