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First Nine Weeks

	SOL
	Chapter
	Suggested 

# Days 
	Resources & Technology

	Reading – 7.5 a-l; 7.6 a-l
The focus in the textbook is on Fiction and Nonfiction with an emphasis on context clues and author’s purpose (Unit One) and predicting and inference (Unit Two)
	Unit 1

Unit 2
	30 days*
	Textbook and Ancillary Materials for Unit Focus

· Choose 2 short stories from each focus

· Informational Text

· Assessments

	GUM – 7.8 a-f
The focus in the textbook is on nouns and pronouns (Unit One) and verbs, adjectives, and adverbs (Unit Two); however, they should be taught in a context that scaffolds success of other parts of speech.
	
	
	Textbook and Ancillary Materials for Unit Focus        and/or Daily Bellringers from teacher’s toolbox.

	Word Study – 7.4 a-b

The focus in the textbook is on roots and affixes; however, extensions in vocabulary in the context of stories should include cognates as well as word relationships.
	
	
	Textbook and Ancillary Materials for Unit Focus      PLUS teacher-designed materials shared between schools for cognates and word relationships (including reference to analogies).

	Writing Workshop – 7.7 a-k; 7.8 a-g

The focus is on Descriptive Writing (Unit One) and Short Story Review (Unit Two).
	
	
	Textbook and Ancillary Materials for Unit Focus

Follow textbook suggestions or substitute teacher-designed writing workshop 

· Descriptive Essay (hyperbole)

· Autobiographical Piece

· Review of a Short Story

· Journaling

· Narrative Short Story

· Assorted short pieces to demonstrate Author’s Purpose

	Communication & Media Extensions 
7.1a-e, 7.2a-c, 7.3a-e, 7.9a-e

The focus is on Annotated Bibliographies, Dramatic Reading, and Biographical Reports (Unit One) and Class Discussions and Interviews (Unit Two)
	
	
	Textbook and Ancillary Materials for Unit Focus

Follow textbook suggestions or substitute teacher-designed writing activities associated with building the classroom community.


*Note: The remaining 15 days of the grading period are held in reserve for extension, remediation, assessments, extra stories in the text and/or projects designed by teachers to enrich/reinforce student strengths and needs per formal/informal assessments.  This time also allows for overflow caused by the need to spend extra time on concepts until students demonstrate mastery.
Second Nine Weeks
	SOL
	Chapter
	Suggested   # Days 
	Resources & Technology

	Reading – 7.5 a-l; 7.6 a-l
The focus in the textbook is on Types of Nonfiction and Drama with an emphasis on main idea and fact and opinion (Unit Three) and purpose for reading and summarizing (Unit Five)
	Unit 3

Unit 5
	30 days

	Textbook and Ancillary Materials for Unit Focus

· Choose 2 stories from each focus in Unit Three

· Read both plays from Unit Five

· Informational Text

· Assessments

	GUM – 7.8 a-f
The focus in the textbook is on Conjunctions, Prepositions, Prepositional Phrases, Subjects, and Predicates (Unit Three) and Interjections, double negatives, sentence functions, and end marks (Unit Five); however, they should be taught in a context that scaffolds success of other parts of speech.
	
	
	Textbook and Ancillary Materials for Unit Focus        and/or Daily Bellringers from teacher’s toolbox.

	Word Study – 7.4 a-b

The focus in the textbook is on roots and affixes; however, extensions in vocabulary in the context of stories should include synonyms and antonyms as well as connotation/denotation.
	
	
	Textbook and Ancillary Materials for Unit Focus    PLUS teacher-designed materials shared between schools for cognates and word relationships (including analogies).

	Writing Workshop – 7.7 a-k; 7.8 a-g
The focus is on Expository Writing and Persuasive Letters (Unit Three) and Multi-Media Research (Unit Five).
	
	
	Textbook and Ancillary Materials for Unit Focus

Follow textbook suggestions or substitute teacher-designed writing workshop 

· How-To Writing

· Persuasive Writing

· Comparative Writing

· Problem-Solution Writing

· Compare-Contrast Writing

· Cause-and-Effect Writing

	Communication & Media Extensions – 
7.1a-e, 7.2a-c, 7.3a-e, 7.9a-e

The focus is on Oral Response and Summary, Panel Discussion, Public Service Announcement and Ads (Unit Three) and Dramatic Monologue and Screenplays (Unit Five).
	
	
	Textbook and Ancillary Materials for Unit Focus

Follow textbook suggestions or substitute teacher-designed writing activities associated with enriching the classroom community.


*Note: The remaining 15 days of the grading period are held in reserve for extension, remediation, assessments, extra stories in the text and/or projects designed by teachers to enrich/reinforce student strengths and needs per formal/informal assessments.  This time also allows for overflow caused by the need to spend extra time on concepts until students demonstrate mastery.

Third Nine Weeks
	SOL
	Chapter
	Suggested # Days 
	Resources & Technology

	Reading – 7.5 a-l

The focus in the textbook is on Themes in Oral Tradition with emphasis on cause and effect as well as compare and contrast (Unit Six) and Poetry with emphasis on drawing conclusions and paraphrasing (Unit Four).
	Unit 6

Unit 4
	30 days
	Textbook and Ancillary Materials for Unit Focus

· Choose 2 stories from each focus in Unit Six

· Choose 2 poetry collections from each focus in Unit 4 
· Informational Text

· Assessments

	GUM – 7.8 a-f

The focus in the textbook is on punctuation, capitalization, and abbreviation review (Unit Six) and infinitives, appositives, sentence clauses, and sentence structures (Unit Four); however they should be taught in a context that scaffolds success of other parts of speech.
	
	
	Textbook and Ancillary Materials for Unit Focus        and/or Daily Bellringers from teacher’s toolbox.

	Word Study – 7.4 a-b

The focus in the textbook is on roots and affixes (including Greek and Old English Language); however, extensions in vocabulary in the context of stories should include figurative language and specialized vocabulary.
	
	
	Textbook and Ancillary Materials for Unit Focus    PLUS teacher-designed materials shared between schools for cognates and word relationships (including analogies).

	Writing Workshop – 7.7 a-k; 7.8 a-g
The focus is on workplace writing, comparative writing on tone and theme (Unit Six) and Poetry (Unit Four).
	
	
	Textbook and Ancillary Materials for Unit Focus

Follow textbook suggestions or substitute teacher-designed writing workshop 

· Business Letter

· Light Research Report

· Universal Theme  and Tone analyses

	Communication & Media Extensions – 
7.1a-e, 7.2a-c, 7.3a-e, 7.9a-e

News Reports, storytelling, debate, bulletin boards, and advertising (Unit Six) and media messages, scientific explanation, surveys (Unit Four)
	
	
	Textbook and Ancillary Materials for Unit Focus

Follow textbook suggestions or substitute teacher-designed writing activities associated with enriching the classroom community.


*Note: The remaining 15 days of the grading period are held in reserve for extension, remediation, assessments, extra stories in the text and/or projects designed by teachers to enrich/reinforce student strengths and needs per formal/informal assessments.  This time also allows for overflow caused by the need to spend extra time on concepts until students demonstrate mastery.

Note: The fourth six weeks is held in reserve for Novel Studies, third nine weeks content overflow, and SOL test preparations.
Fourth Nine Weeks
	SOL


	Chapter


	Suggested # Days 
	Resources & Technology



	Reading – 7.5 a-l; 7.6 a-l 

Open-ended for classroom novels, review of elements of literature that require conceptual review before SOL testing (if not covered in the review booklet)

.
	Novel (fiction or nonfiction)
	15-25*
	Novels

Textbook/Ancillary Materials or teacher-created materials 



	GUM – 7.8 a-f
Review of basic grammar, spelling, punctuation fundamentals that are still problematic at end of third nine weeks. Sentence Diagramming basic sentences.
	
	
	Textbook/Ancillary Materials and/or bellringers from the teacher

	Word Study – 7.4 a-b

Contextual word study derived from Reading strand  and SOL Review constructs.
	
	
	Textbook/Ancillary Materials

	Writing Workshop – 7.7 a-k; 7.8 a-g

Emphasis on reading journals, review of constructing best sentences, best paragraphs, elements of essay or story writing.
	
	
	Ancillary Materials or teacher-created activities to go with novel.

	Standardized Testing Preparation (See Blueprint)

Basic test preparation review of strategies, procedures, and content.
	
	15-30*
	Test Review materials provided with textbook materials

	Eighth Grade Readiness 

Any remaining time in the course should be devoted to a basic introduction to the rigors of eighth grade as a means of maintaining instructional expectations in the post-test setting.
	
	5*            (if time permits)
	Textbook/Ancillary Materials that were not used during course.


*Note:  Different students need varying degrees of instruction, remediation, and review; therefore, the nine weeks should be split between test preparation and a reading/writing program that prepares students for eighth grade. 
	              ASSESSMENTS
	       DATE
	
	        ASSESSMENTS
	      DATE

	Preassess Basic Literacy Skills
	
	
	Preassess Basic Unit Skills
	

	Unit One Assessment(s)
	
	
	Unit 4 Assessment(s)
	

	Unit Two Assessment(s)
	
	
	Unit 6 Assessment(s)
	

	BENCHMARK TEST #1
	
	
	BENCHMARK TEST #3
	

	Preassess Basic Unit Skills
	
	
	Released Test Practice
	

	Unit 3 Assessment(s)
	
	
	
	

	Unit 5 Assessment(s)
	
	
	
	

	BENCHMARK TEST #2
	
	
	
	

	Review Activities

	Assisted Studies Review
	4th Nine Wks
	
	Benchmark Test #1 Review 
	    Post-Test

	After-School Review
	4th Nine Wks
	
	Benchmark Test #2 Review
	    Post-Test

	Review Book from Pearson
	4th Nine Wks
	
	Benchmark Test #3 Review
	    Post-Test

	Online Practice Modules
	As prescribed
	
	Online/SmartBoard Games
	As Prescribed
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