
Segregation 

“to separate two groups by 
activities and living areas” 























































                                Integration 
The military was the first part of American society  
                           to be “integrated.” 



•  Please share with your partner your 
observations and thoughts based on these 
photos of segregation in America. 

•  Then write your personal reflection. 



Preview Question 

•  Describe a time in which you have 
experienced prejudice or discrimination. 



Preview Question 

•  Describe a time in which you have 
experienced prejudice or discrimination. 

•  How did this experience make you feel? 



Segregation in America  

Chapter 21 



•  13th Amendment(1865) : 
Abolished Slavery 

•  14th Amendment (1868) : All 
persons born or naturalized in the 
US are citizens and have “equal 
protection of the law” (due process) 

•  15th Amendment (1870)  : Gave 
all men the right to vote regardless 
of color 

             Post Civil War 
Amendments to the Constitution 



                          “Voting Restrictions” 

    But many states (southern) created laws to prevent 
Blacks from voting 

–  Poll tax 

–  Literacy test 

–  Grandfather Clause   





Plessy v. Ferguson  
1896 

•  Louisiana Railroads provide separate areas for 
white & colored passengers 

•  Homer A. Plessy (who is 1/8 black) challenges 
railroad  segregation policy, states that he is being 
denied his civil rights guaranteed by the 14th 
amendment 

•  Court rules against Homer Plessy. 
•  The court ruled that “Separate but Equal” is 

Constitutional, allows segregation laws 



Jim Crow Laws 
•  The states could not discriminate, but 

people and private businesses could create 
segregation laws and policies, 



NAACP 

•  National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People. 

•  Founded in 1909, by W.E.B Du Bois 
•  Main goal was/is to create equality for all  

races and to fight against discrimination 
•  By 1914- 6000 members. 



Significant Civil Right events 
post 1896… 

•  1920: 19th amendment gives women the right to 
vote (FINALLY!!!) 

•  1941: A. Philip Randolph’s March on Washington 
forces FDR to “integrate the defense industry.” 

•  1942: The Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) 
is founded by James Farmer to work against 
segregation in Northern cities 

•  1947: Major League Baseball is integrated by 
Jackie Robinson, first black player (Dodgers)  

•  1948: President Harry Truman integrates the 
military 





Integrating the Schools 



Brown v. Board of Education 

•  The Supreme Court, 
under Chief Justice 
Earl Warren, decides 
that schools must be 
integrated.  

•  “Separate but equal” is 
not constitutional. 



•  “The Little Rock Nine” 



Crisis in Little Rock 

•  Governor of Arkansas blocks 9 African American 
students who had volunteered to integrate Central 
High School 

•  President Eisenhower commands the National 
Guard to escort them into the school with military 
protection. 





•  End Slide Show here 



Reactions to Brown 

•  Thurgood Marshall 
quote 

•  Decision affected 12 
million children in 21 
states 

•  Reaction was mixed 



Resistance to Integration 

•  Within a year, 500 school Districts had 
desegregated their classrooms. (D.C., 
St.Louis, Baltimore) 

•  In areas were African Americans made up 
the majority of the population, (South) 
whites resisted desegregation for fear of 
loosing control of the schools 

•  KKK and White Citizens Councils protested 



Brown II 

   *The Supreme Court handed down a second 
Brown ruling in 1955 that ordered district courts to 
implement schools desegregation “with all 
deliberate speed” 

 * Neither Congress nor President Eisenhower did 
anything to back or enforce the decision 
 “ The fellow who tries to tell me that you can do 
these things by force is just plain nuts” - IKE 



The Southern Manifesto 

•  In Congress, 90 Southern members issued 
the “Southern Manifesto” which denounced 
the Brown decision and called on the states 
to resist it “by all lawful means” 



Crisis in Little Rock 

•  Governor Oral Faubus is locked in a tough 
reelection campaign. 

•  In September, 1957, he orders the National Guard 
to turn away 9 African American students who 
had volunteered to integrate Central High School 

•  That afternoon, a federal court judge ordered 
Faubus to let the students in the next day 



The Little Rock Nine 

•  Eight members of the Little Rock 9 received 
phone calls from ministers who volunteered 
to escort them into school for their safety. 

•  Elizabeth Eckford did not have a phone and 
headed to school on her own… 



Eisenhower responds 

•  He placed the Arkansas National Guard under 
Federal control and ordered 1000 troops to Little 
Rock 

•  The soldiers watched the 9 students as they 
attended classes 

•  At the end of the school year, Governor Faubus 
shut down all 3 High schools rather than let 
integration continue 

•   Under  Court order,  all school reopen in 1959 
and are integrated 


